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GENEVA Over 12,000 W.C.C. Refugees Resettled in 1955 


ee 


A total of 12,284 refugees were resettled in 1955 by the World Council of 
Churches according to a report made by Dr. Idgar H. S. Chandler, director of 
the W.C.C. Service to Refugees. Over 2,000 refugees were moved in December, 
the largest number in any month since the ending of the Displaced Persons Act 
in the United States in December 1951. 


In reporting to the Administrative Committee of the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees, on January 3, Dr, Chandler forecast that, with the 
ending of the United States Refugee Act by the end of 1956, it is expected that 
approximately 25,000 persons will benefit by World Council of Churches emigration 
services during the current year. 


The 1955 figure compares with 9,525 in 1954; 8,881 in 1953; and 10,064 in 
1952. Countries leading in the reception of immigrants included the United 
states, where entries under the Refugee Relief Act were greatly accelerated in 
the latter half of 1955, Australia, and Canada, in that order, Over 1,200 went 
to Australia in December, 


Cooperating with governments, the office of the United Nations High Commis- 
sioner, the Intergovernmental Committee for European Iligration, the United States 
Escapee Programme, and others, the World Council of Churches has been able to 
make permanent resettlement plans for 425 handicapped refugees and their de- 
pendents, These include the aged, tubercular, and other difficult-to-resettle 
cases. 


These permanent resettlement projects carried out in 1955 fell into three 
/ 


main categories: 
Permanent resettlement of the aged in institutions outside the country of 
present asylun. 


Permanent resettlement of TB cases and their dependents in countries outside 
the country of present asylun,. 


Permanent resettlement of the aged in institutions in the country of present 
asylum. E,P.S., Geneva 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and abou. 
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Universal Day of Prayer for Students 


"We ask not only students to pray for each other and for their fellow 
students; nor do we ask the churches to pray only for Christian students. We 
desire the whole Church to pray for all students." 


This is an opening affirmation of this year's Call to Prayer issued by 
the World's Student Christian Federation for the Universal Day of Prayer for 
Students, Sunday, February 19th, 1956. 


"The Church as a whole", the Call to Prayer goes on to say, “is at the 
present time undergoing a renewal of its missionary conscience... But it is not 
nearly so clear that we are everywhere aware of an essential element in the 
Church's task of evangelism: what may be called ‘community evangelism'." 


"To put this in a concrete way, it means that Christians who hold key 
positions must carry out their professional duties in a Christian way, and that 
we desire fervently that more Christians should be involved in the social and 
political life of our countries, Our Lord's command: 'Pray the Lord of the 
harvest that He may send forth labourers into His harvest', is far from refer- 
ring only to ministers and missionaries: every Christian is a harvester." 


Stressing the importance of intercession for Christian students, the 
message appeals "for those whose faith has been shaken by the study of human 
knowledge; for those who are imprisioned within their personal problems; for 
those who are discouraged by the too-human aspects of church bodies; for those 
who suffer from not knowing how to witness to their faith. Let us ask God", 
continues the Call, "that, under the guidance of the living Christ, they may 
find whatever new means are necessary to enable them really to communicate the 
Gospel to their fellows. 


"May God grant that Christian students be obedient in their several situa- 
tions and proclaim the Gospel in contemporary language, that it may thus be 
granted to them to put a seal on their witness by living the life of a genuine 
Christian community at the heart of the university." 


In a section on intercession "for all other students", the Call mentions 
especially "those who have never heard of Jesus Christ and those who, having 
heard of Him, have not been illumined by the light of faith. Let us ask God", 
it says, "that they may be led to understand that 'the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom', that in this fear they may receive the revelation of 
Jesus Christ; let us ask that their material difficulties - illness, poverty, 
separation from their homelands, isolation ~ may be removed if they are a 
stumbling block in the way of their acceptance of the Gospel." 


In conclusion, the Call to Prayer affirms: "If our intercession is sincere, 
it will lead us into the certainty that Jesus Christ has overcome the world, into 
joy and into the expression of our thankfulness. So, in addition, the Call to 
Prayer is for us all a gift of God's grace. Let us accept the Call for the 
good of all students, for the work of evangelism among them and for the confir- 
mation of our own faith in Jesus Christ." 


The full text, including a programme of worship, is available from the 
General Secretariat of the World's Student Christian Federation, 13 rue Calvin, 


Geneva, Switzerland. Ey.P,S., Geneva 
GERMANY French Churchman Honoured in Bonn 


The President of the French Protestant Federation, Pastor Marc Boegner, has 
_ received an honorary doctorate from the Protestant Faculty of Theology of Bonn 
University, K.P.S., Geneva 
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CEY LON The Language Question a National Problem 


A statement on the critical language question has been issued by the National 
Christian Council of Ceylon. 


"At this critical juncture of our national life," the statement says, "we 
would remind ourselves, and remind our fellow-countrymen, of the goal that has 
been before us during these last thirty years, which is that of a united nation 
incorporating an inheritance of varied cultural and racial traditions, The true 
patriot, whatever his community, must strive earnestly to preserve the unity and 
integrity of the nation." 


"We treasure the democratic tradition} the statement goes on to say, "which 
is the safeguard of our freedom, but it is necessary to guard against interpreting 
democracy to mean just the rule of the majority. It is equally necessary that 
sectional interests should be kept subordinate to the wider claims of the general 
good." It would be "a violation of true democracy to decide upon a language 
policy for the nation which would leave a large part of the nation with a sense 
of grievance." The N.C.C. urges upon the national leaders "the necessity for 
facilitating conference and consultation in order to arrive at a policy which 
will have the sup vort of all the major groups in the country." 


It also calls upon all Christian people to help towards this end. "We be- 
lieve that all persons are equal in the sight of God and therefore we must seek 
for justice for our neighbour as for ourselves. We believe in the brotherhood 
of man and we must therefore abstain from exaggerated and provocative utterance 
and seek to understand the aspirations and fears of those who have a different 
stand—point from our own. It is through forbearance and patience that we shall 
be able to ‘pursue what makes for peace and mutual up-building', and to find the 
true path along which our nation may move forward in unity." 


Three major languages are spoken in Ceylon: Cingalese, Tamil and English. 
K.P.S., Geneva 


AUSTRALIA Religious Groups Register Gains 


(Canberra) - Some 8,033,754 of the 8,986,530 persons tabulated in the official 
1954 Australian census professed themselves as Christians. Another 855,819 did 
not answer the question as to religion, which is optional under Australian law. 


A total of 54,817 registered themselves as non-Christians. Largest group 
in the latter category were Jews, who increased by more than 51 per cent since 
the last census in 1947, to a total of 48,439. 


Only 23,684 said they had no religion. 


Largest percentage increases among the Christian groups were registered by 
the Greek Orthodox and the Lutherans, both of which rose by 73.68 per cent, to 
totals of 74,760 and 116,178 respectively. Among non-Roman bodies, the largest 
numerical increase was shown by the Anglicans (Church of England) with a gain 
of 504,817 to a total of 3,408,850, 


In reply to census takers' questions, 1,299,884 persons called themselves 
Catholics as against 956,540 in 1947, an increase of 35.89 per cent. And 762,102 
listed themselves as Roman Catholics compared to 630,198 in 1947, a gain of 
20.93 per cent. The Australian census permits persons interviewed to designate 
themselves either as "Catholics" or "Roman Catholics". Because of this, a number 
of Roman Catholics list themselves merely as "Catholics" while a number of "high 
church" Anglicans also register as "Catholics". 


¥ 
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Methodists remained the second largest Protestant denomination with 977,933 
(778,873 in 1947) and Presbyterians the third largest with 869,242 (743,540). 


Other figures were: Baptists 127,444 (113,527); Congregationalists 69,452 (63,243) ; 


Seventh-day Adventists 25,331 (17,550); and Brethren 16,404 (13,002). 
B.P.8., Geneva 


RHODES TA ; Literature Moves Forward 


A new development in the provisions of Christian literature in Africa was 
made last December when the new premises of the United Society for Christian 
Literature (USCL) at Kitwe in the Northern Rhodesia Copper Belt. were opened, For 
twenty years the Society has conducted its work from two small thatched byaidinee 
inadequate for the display of literature, 


The Society acts as the distributor of the publications of the government 
Literature Bureau which provides a great range of books dealing with the life and 
work of the people, and it is also the agent of the Bible Society. 


The Rev. Cecil Northcott, Editorial Secretary of the Society, then touring 
in Africa, was present at the opening. 


The new Kitwe Bookshop will be a meeting place of both Africans and Europeans. 
On the second floor is the Upper Room, dedicated as a meeting place between the 
races, and already there are many signs that this room will be well used as a 
"bridge" between the races and a place where the partners of the new Federation 
of Central Africa can confer together, 


The Rev. Merfyn M. Temple is the new leader in Central Africa of the U.S.C.L. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


GREECE Church Issues New Edition of New Testament. 


A new edition of the New Testament was issued by the Apostoliki Diakonia 
(home mission department) of the Orthodox Church in Greece. The text used was 
approved by the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate at Istanbul and accepted 
by the Greek Orthodox Church. 


Under the Greek Constitution of 1948, translation of the Holy Scriptures in- 
to modern Greek without the approval of both the Orthodox Church of Greece and 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate is forbidden, 


Officials of Apostoliki Diakonia said they were awaiting approval from the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate before going ahead with plans for publication of a new 
version of the Old Testament. The last such version was printed 150 years ago, 

E.P.S., Geneva 


SPAIN Protestant Church Plans Home Ilission Work 
The General Assembly of the Protestant Church of Spain (I.E.E.) has recommended 


' the creation of a Commission on Evangelism. The decision is announced in a message 


recently sent to all the congregations, 


"Owing to the doctrinal deviations of the Roman Catholic Church," says the 
message, "this evangelistic work is becoming an absolute necessity. But it must 
be carried out in a non-sectarian spirit and be based solely on Holy Scripture." 


The Assembly asks the local congregations to be ardent about evangelism, to 
consider the value of Bible study and to deepen their own knowledge of Protestant 
doctrine. It urges "meetings of an evangelistic nature in families". 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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U.S.0.Re First Edition of the Russian Bible Since the Revolution 


According to Father David Abramtzov, a Russian Orthodox priest from Wolf 
Run, Ohio, USA, who has visited Moscow with five other Orthodox clergymen from 
the USA, the first new edition of the Russian Bible for Orthodox Christians since 
the October Revolution will be published in January 1956. 


This Bible, edited and prepared for publication by the Moscow Patriarchate, 
will have a first printing of several hundred thousand copies, 


The new edition will fill a strong need for Bibles among Orthodox believers 
in the Soviet Union, it is said, 


The Patriarchate's spokesman confirmed that page proofs of the new edition 
were undergoing final revision by the Patriarchate, The work of preparing the 
volume has been under the direction of Metropolitan Nikolai and scholars attached 
to the Patriarchate's staff, 


The new Bible includes the Old and New Testaments as well as books whose 
canonicity is in dispute. 


The printing of the Bible has been made possible by the release of paper 


for this purpose, H.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY The Kirchentag - A Permanent Institution 


The German Protestant Kirchentag of 1956, which is to be held fron 
August 8th to 12th at Frankfurt-am-—Main, will be more strongly ecumenical in 
character than previous meetings in the series. The General Secretary of the 
Kirchentag, Dr. H. H. \lalz, reports that some 4,000 people are expected from 
churches in Western countries. Five hundred church-members from Scotland will 
attend. This year, for the first time, the Kirchentag will include functions 
at which the English language will be used. Participants are also expected from 
churches in Eastern countries - Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Yugoslavia and Russia; 
from the younger churches in Asia and Africa; and from the \orld's Student 
Christian Federation and the World Council of Churches. 


The Kirchentag has adopted a definite constitution as a permanent institu- 
tion, but remains a movement of the laity and will avoid any rigid form which 
might restrict its future development, The constitution therefore does not men- 
tion the form of worship to be used on Sunday. In organisational matters, "the 
constitution of the Kirchentag is limited to an absolute minimum, which delib- 
erately does not include local churches. But by creating competent organs, the 
Kirchentag hopes to be able to deal more effectively than before with any situa~ 
tions which might arise in church and state," The Kirchentag is anxious to avoid 
"exhausting its energies by a mere annual proclamation of principles"; it wants 
to assume definite tasks. 


The constitution requires that the president of the Kirchentag must be a 
layman. Responsible participation of the laity on all committees is also ensured. 
The Kirchentag has no institutional connection with the "Landeskirchen"; its re- 
lations with them are purely personal. 


An English brochure "Kirchentag Calling" has been issued by the Ecumenical 
Committee of the Kirchentag (Frankfurt/Main II, Postfach 7081, Germany). Written 
by Ir. Bernard Causton, this illustrated brochure gives a factual account of the 
‘development of this important lay movement within the Evangelical Church in 
Germany. E.P.S., Geneva 
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INDONES IA An Ecumenical Christmas Party 


An ecumenical Christmas party marked the end of the school year at the 
Theological Seminary of the Batak Church in Sumatra. 


The Séminary's Rector, the Rev. T. Sihombing, spoke during the meeting of 
the convergence of missionary workers from different countries and churches in 
the post-war missionary enterprise of the Batak Church. He said that the 
Seminary, now preparing over ninety students for one of the largest churches in 
the Far Hast, had a special ecumenical responsibility for Indonesia and the 


rest of Asia, E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Bishop Gives Lords Ten Points for Peace 


Addressing the House of Lords during the last week of 1955, the Bishop of 
Chichester (the Rt. Rev. G. K. A. Bell) who is Honorary President of the World 
Council of Churches, urged that the Western nations put forward a declaration 
to convince the world of their intentions. He outlined ten points as a basis: 


"First, we believe that there is a higher law than the law of the State. 


"Second, we believe in the free exchange of ideas, free speech, free 
elections, free Parliaments, and the free practice and teaching of religion. 


"Third, we believe in a scrupulous regard for the pledged word. 


"Fourth, we believe that all nations should recognise and safeguard the 
inherent dignity, worth and essential rights of human persons without distinc- 
tion as to race, sex, language, or religion. 


"Fifth, we believe in the right of the individual person to freedom from 
arbitrary arrest and are opposed to purges. 


"Sixth, we believe in tolerance for nations and policies different from 
our own. 


"Seventh, we believe in the development of international responsibility 
in place of the old colonialism. 


"ighth, we believe that the relations between peoples hitherto subject 
and ruling should be those of partnership and cooperation, and that countries 
enjoying new political freedom urgently need and should receive economic and 
technical aid, 


"Ninth, we believe that the world is one world, in which all nations must 
recognise their interdependence and contribute freely according to their means 
to the welfare of the whole world. 


"Tenth, believing in the first article of the San Francisco Charter defining 
the purposes of the United Nations, we will do everything in our power both to 
secure the universal elimination of all weapons of mass destruction and to 
abolish war," B.P.S., Geneva 
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Moscow Exarchate Reacts to Evanston 


The "Messenger"of the Exarchate of the Russian Patriarch in Western Europe 
(No. 23, 1955) includes a discussion of the ecumenical movement. Under the head- 
ing "The Historical Course of Ecumenism", it deals with the impact of the Second 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches, Evanston, 1954. 


It says that "the actual results of the meeting are insignificant and should 
not be sought in specific resolutions". They should rather be looked for in "the 
light of the various past phases on the road to the final unity that is desired." 
The Assembly abstained from compromise formulas designed to cover up existing 
differences. "Instead, the full materials were made available to every church 
represented at Evanston. It is for the churches to consider them and take the 
work a stage further." This is a welcome procedure. "It attracts large numbers 
of Christians into ecumenical work. Without the active participation and support 
of these other groups it is doubtful whether there could be any real progress." 
Assembly participants often used the phrase "Ecumenicity begins at home". "Hearts 
and minds must mature towards a real Christian solution in the spirit of love." 
As Karl Barth has said: "Unity cannot be created - it can only be revealed." 


To bring out its point "The Messenger" quotes from Professor George Florowsky 
(New York), Professor Calhoun (USA), Professor Josef Hromadka (Prague) and others. 
It says: "It has unfortunately become clear at Evanston that only a minority of 
ecumenical devotees can take its stand on the platform of pure theology, in 
pursuit of the truth as such. The Assembly was not able to lead everyone to a 
single understanding of the'Jhristian Hope! , some look for God's heavenly king- 
dom. Various others, the majority, expect it on earth. They think of it in terms 
of its realisation in history." 


"The voices of American activists seemed to be rather in accordance with the 
attitude of Evanston delegates. Does not this help to explain the poverty of the 
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theological work and preoccupation with political, social and cultural measures." 
The theological side of the Assembly found itself relegated to the rear by the 
practical considerations. The theology is to be found in the reports of the 
Advisory Commission on the main theme and of section I on "Our Oneness in Christ 
and our Divérsityas Churches". The first of these two documents, prepared Ly 
highly qualified theologians, is quite fundamental. It sees the protlem of the 
Christian Hope in all its many aspects. It tries to show up and refute false 
hopes. Among these the Commission lists"scientific humanism and Marxism".The 
report has been carefully edited in order to anticipate all the existing shades 
of opinion among ecumenists. This is "why the report does not carry conviction". 
Abandoning the attempt "to reconcile the two different streams of opinion in 
the meeting, the Assembly refused to adopt the report, not because of what it 
said, but because of the way it was said - and what was left unsaid." 


Professor George Florowsky (New York) presented a-reply on behalf of the 
Orthodox, showing where the report seemed unacceptable. Taken together with the 
Declaration of the Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, "this 
is the most important theological document of the Assembly". It is virtually 
"an expression of the dogmatic self-awareness of ecumenism. We can only hope © 
that the churches will give due attention to these declarations in their study 


of the Evanston documents." E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Anglo-Catholics and Reunion 


E.P.S. has published a number of statements frem different church circles 
on implications for reunion of the existence of the Church of South India. The 
following is a Statement on "Doctrine and Church Relations" issued by the Church 
Union, the most representative Anglo-Catholic organisation in the Church of 
England, in connection with the recent debates in the Convocations on the rela- 
tions of the Church of England with the Church of South India. 


The statement says: "We bring to the notice of all Christian men our belief 
that the Christ's Commission to his Apostles (John 20 : 21) has been handed on 
by them and their successors in the Catholic Church through prayer with the lay- 
ing on of hands, and will be so handed on for ever, until the Christ returns 
in glory. We therefore believe that this commission, embodied in the primitive 
orders of bishop, priest and deacon, is an integral part of that tradition of 
faith and order, which any body should possess which claims communion and fellow- 
ship with the historic Catholic Church of God. 


We believe this divine and apostolic institution to have been revealed by 
God, not only for the decent and reverent ruling of his Church, but also for the 
effectual dispensation of his word and sacraments. 


"We believe that this dominical commission has been handed down in unbroken 
succession from the Ape@stles and has been so maintained throughout the history 
of the Church of England. 


"We declare that the Preface to the Ordinal of the Book of Common Prayer 
contains a true statement of the historic Catholic faith in this matter. 


South India 


The inauguration of the Church of South India on lines which the Church 
Union has consistently condemned confronted the Church of England with a diffi- 
cult and perplexing situation. While the majority of the Committee for the 
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Defence of Church Principles, which has watched the situation anxiously for many 
years, has, after careful study of the Report of the Joint Committee, found 
itself able to accept the resolutions of the Convocations, nevertheless deep 
anxiety, which cannot be dismissed as unreasonable, continues to be felt by many; 
and it is plain to all that some of the regulations are open to abuse. 


"The Church Union will oppose any attempt to extend the permissions given 
under the existing regulations, and will press that they shall be interpreted 
in the Catholic spirit as expressed by the Archbishop of Canterbury in his 
Presidential Address to the Canterhury Convocation in October. The Union will 
be ever ready to succour and help any of its priest members who may be concerned 
in the practice of the new regulations. 


Unity in Truth 


"The Church Union welcomes the statement of the Archbishops that the South 
India scheme will not be taken as a model for future action; and since unity 
must be unity in Catholic truth, it affirms that if this truth is to be duly 
presented, there must be Catholic participation in all conversations aiming at 
reunion, 


"In view of the defects and anomalies to which the Report of the Joint 
Committees of the Convocations draws particular attention, the Union urges 
that the authorities of the Church of South India he further pressed by the 
Convocations to give immediate attention to these irregularities." 
E.P.S., Geneva 


The Student World 


The most recent issue of "The Student World" (December 1955), quarterly 
magazine of the World's Student Christian Federation, is entitled "Students and 
Sex". It contains three general articles: "Sexual Life and Life in Christ", ty 
Michael Fischer of the Society of St. Francis,whose principal responsibility is 
pastoral work among students at Cambridge; "Men and Women in Fellowship", by 
Eliza>eth and Keith Bridston, the latter a former WSCF Secretary, now a pro- 
fessor at Siantar University, Indonesia, and "Are the Unmarried Incomplete?" by 
Rena Karefa—Smart of Sierra Leone. Two articles, "How Far Can We Go?" by William 
Hamilton, professor at Colgate-Rochester Divinity School in the United States, 
and "Homosexuality" by Sherwin Bailey of the Church of England Moral Welfare 
Council, deal with specific real-life problems, while the following series of 
articles is concerned with varied situations facing students in different parts 
of the world: "Temptations of Modern Views of Sex in the West", "Why Not Marry 
a Person Who Is Not a Christian?", "The Changing Social and Family System in 
Japan", "The Christian Facing a Non-Christian World in West Africa", "Latin 
American Youth Facing Sexual Problems", "The Sexual Problems of Overseas Stud- 
ents" and "The African Negro Student and the Sex Problem". 


As Leila Giles says in her editorial: "No one reading this issue of 'The 
Student World' is likely to emerge with a well-articulated system of standards 
for sexual conduct... But, at the same time, we hope that there is much that 
will speak to us all as we attempt, each in his or her own place, to allow the 
light of Christ to penetrate into every corner of our lives, and to think our 
way through the prohlems posed by the sexual nature which is His gift to us." 

B.P.S., Geneva 
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The Ecumenical Review 


The latest number of "The Ecumenical Review" (Vol. VIII, No.2, January 1956) 
contains articles hy well-known theologians and churchmen on subjects arising 
out of the Evanston Assembly of 1954, 


The first article entitled "Institutional Factors affecting Unity and Dis- 
unity" is by Professor Walter G. Muelder, of Boston University. The answer to 
this question, which is of urgent ecumenical concern, is contained in the follow- 
ing sentence: "The Christian faith is more than institutional and produces a 
polar tension between other-worldly and this-worldly, radical and conservative, 
tendencies (and)endcws religious organisation with its inherent vitality." But 
within the institutions clergy and laity should be more closely integrated for 
their common task. 


"Social Humanism and Christian Care" is dealt with by Professor H.D. Wend- 
land of Munster. The crux of his remarks is that true social humanism is based 
on man's right to God's mercy. 


"Church and Society in Japan Today" (a report surmitted by the National 
Christian Council of Japan to the World Council's Department on Church and Society), 
and an article hy S.A.J. Pratt (a member of the Anglican Church in Sierra Leone) 
describe the problems confronting the Christian Church in Japan and in Africa, 
and practical ways of living out the Christian faith. Both these articles, as 
well as that by Dr. E. de Vries (Chairman of the World Council's Departmental 
Committee on Church and Society ) on "Responsible Society in Latin America" 
form a framework to the question of the "Theological Aspects of Rapid Social 
Change" which is discussed by Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer (Associate Gereral Secre- 
tary of the World Council and Director of its Division of Studies). 


Dr. Robert S. Paul (Assistant Director of the Ecumenical Institute of the 
World Council at Bossey) describes the attitude of the Churches in Britain - 
both Anglican and Nonconformist - to the ecumenical future, and describes prob- 
lems in the relations between the British Churches. 


The Ecumenical Chronicle includes: A Report on the Mission of Fellowship 
from the World Council of Churches to the Greek Orthodox Church in Istanbul after 
the attacks of which it was a victim last year; Notes on the latest Roman Catho- 
lic Writings concerning Ecumenism (by Dr. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of 
the World Council); an outline of efforts towards Church Unity in the South Paci- 
fic; and the Confession of Faith of the United Church of Japan (Kyodan). 


The issue contains Diary and Book Reviews as usual. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Evangelism in Scottish Cinemas 


(Glasgow) - Since 1929, when the film "The King of Kings" was shown in Glasgow, 
evangelism in Scottish cinemas has become firmly established, and many cinemas 
have recently had a Christmas message. 


At the time of the film's first showing the interest and support of the 
Churches was invited, and the Rev. Dr. Maclean Watt, then minister of Glasgow 
Cathedral, was given the opportunity of speaking for a few minutes on the sub- 
ject of the film. 


The next approach was to ask cinema managements to allow a minister to speak 
for five minutes at the Christmas and Easter seasons, and by 1931 this practice 
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was general. The number of cinemas in Glasgow addressed by ministers at Christ- 
mas time gradually rose to sixty, and in one large cinema in the city it is 
probable that at least 10,000 people heard the Christmas message. Opportunities 
for these talks were fewer at Easter, but recently |:. J. Arthur Rank, the well- 
known film producer, has asked for speakers on Good *riday. The Church of Scot- 
land has provided a large number of the speakers. 


In addition to the Church of Scotland, other Churches joining in this work 
in different towns include Baptist, Methodist, Congregational, United Free and 
Episcopal. This form of evangelism is under the auspices of the Church of Scot- 
land Home Board, and arrangements for it are made by Presbytery Committees. 

B.eP.S., Geneva 


GERMANY Communists on Bible Revision 


"Must Luther's translation of the Bible be distorted?" asks "Das Neue 
Deutschland", the central organ of the Party of Scoialist Unity in the German 
Democratic Republic. The question has arisen in connection with the revision of 
Iuther's translation of the Bible, which is being undertaken by theologians and 
churchmen. 


A Revision Committee appointed by the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany, under the leadership of Bishop Otto Dibelius (Beriin),is endeavouring 
to purify Luther's translation of mistranslations or passages which are no 
longer clear, but without altering the style. 


The most difficult task is the correction of the passage about the Christ- 
mas message of the angels. In Latin the passage reads: "et in terra pax homini- 
bus bonae voluntatis". Luther translated this taking into consideration a Greek 
Original version published by Erasmus, where the word "and" was added: ".. and 
peace on earth and good will to men." 


Since Luther's time, Erasmus’ text has been prceved incorrect. Comparison 
with earlier manuscripts reveals the following version: "... and peace on earth 
to men of good will." 


The Revision Committee therefore proposed to translate the passage as 
follows in the new translation: "Peace on earth among men to whom God manifests 
good will." 


The central organ of the Party of Socialist Unity in the German Democratic 
Republic is now raising objections to this version. Its criticism is directed 
against Bishop Dibelius, and maintains that the Revision-Committee which has 
proposed this alteration of Luther's text is "distorting" the meaning. "Das 
Neuve Deutschland" writes: "In order to sanction the campaigns of robbery and 
Oppression which have been inflicted on the peoples of Asia, Africa and America, 
one of the most impressive passages in Luther's translation must now be dis- 
torted." E.P.S., Geneva 


Death of Jerusalem Patriarch 


The Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem, Timotheos, died on Saturday, December 
31st, 1955, at the age of 77. He was born on the island of Samos in 1878. He 
succeeded Patriarch Damian in 1935. Patriarch Timotheos was made K.B.E. by King 
George VI and also held many other foreign decorations. E.P.S., Geneva 
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World YMCA Studies Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy 


A study project which is now being undertaken by the World Alliance of YMCAs 
has as its aim to assist Christian young men and women in learning about the 
various peaceful uses of atomic power and its possible influence on the social 
and economic conditions of young people. 


This project is included in the UNESCO plan of Associated Youth Enterprises. 
The first stage in this study is the publication of the January/February 1956 
issue of "World Communiqué",the official magazine of the World Alliance of YMCAs. 
This publication deals entirely with the theme of the recent Geneva Conference, 
"The Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy". 


The second step will be studies in local groups. The World Alliance is 
providing Study kits to groups of young people throughout the world in order 
that universal knowledge of this most important aspect of present day life may 
be acquired. 


A third stage in the project will be a Seminar in May 1956 at the Interna- 
tional Institute, Castle Mainau, Germany, with a number of key leaders and with 
an emphasis on an attempt to foresee the obligations and functions of the YMCA 
movement in "an atomic revolution". 


Tore Littmarck, Young Men's Secretary of the World Alliance of YMCAs, asks 
in the current issue of "World Communiqué": "What does the peaceful use of atomic 
energy require from a responsible Christian young person? What does the peace- 
ful use of atomic energy require from a world Christian youth movement?" 


Mr, Littmarck speaks of the call to all Christians when he says: "We need 
to study the impact of these new discoveries o:: our Christian faith and vice- 
versa. They have something to say to us about the relationship between the 
Creator and his creation, about the use of the creation and its destruction and 
about the ethical principles needed for the handling of this new force. What is 
God's purpose in revealing the use of atomic power, and what is his will for 
its use; what judgment does he place over us in our freedom; what limitations 
does he place upon human knowledge? We must learn to approach this new and com— 
plex situation in Christian faith and confidence. As Christians we dare to 
believe that this power was given to us by God for good things. Louis L. Strauss, 
chairman of the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission has written: 'I believe firmly 
that our knowledge of the atom is intended by the Creator for the service and 
not the destruction of mankind...'" 


The need for trained personnel and for people who see this work in the 
light of Christian perspective is indeed great. Mr. Littmarck continues: "It is 
quite clear that before atomic power can be satisfactorily used in under-develop- 
ed areas, there must be immense preparatory work; this will require large num- 
bers of people involved in educational and technical indstrial work. This is a 


calling for many young Christians and a call to our movement." .P.S., Geneva 
COLOMBIA New Protestant Chapel Destroyed 


On December 13th, 1955, a group of fanatics burned the Protestant chapel in 
the country district of Palmira, Municipality of Aguachuca, Magdalena Department. 


The chapel had been dedicated early last year. A few days before the des- 
truction the Roman Catholic priest of Aguachuca had visited the region of Palmira 
instigating in the people hatred against the Protestants. 
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One week after the destruction, the church members of Palmira gathered in 
the ruins of their chapel for a baptism and communion service under the direc- 
tion of the Kev. Elof H. Anderson of the Evangelical Alliance Mission. Kneeling 
in the ashes they prayed for the salvation of those who, through misguided zeal, 
had destroyed their church, 


The destruction of the "La Cruz" chapel in Magdalena Department raises to 
46 the number of Protestant chapels and churches destroyed in Colombia by fire 
Or dynamite since 1945, 


The President of Colombia, Lieut.-General Gustavo Rojas Pinilla, was inform- 


ed of this act of persecution. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM New Archbishop of York 


The Right Reverend Arthur Michael Hamsey, Lord Bishop of Durham, who has 
been nominated as Archbishop of York, has taken a prominent part in ecumenical 
activities. He was a delegate to the Amsterdam and Evanston Assemblies of the 
World Council of Churches and to the Conference on Faith and Order at lund, 
Sweden. At Lund he was elected one of the members of the new Faith and Order 
Commission. He is chairman of the European Theological Commission on Worship 
set up by the Faith and Order Department of the World Council. 


Dr. Cyril Foster Garbett, Dr. Ramsey's predecessor, died on December 31. 
He had been Archbishop of York for thirteen years, succeeding Dr. William Temple. 
As Bishop of Winchester, Dr. Garbett took a leading part in the 1938 meeting of 
the International Missionary Council at Tambaram, India. His visit to the Mos- 
cow Patriarch in 1943 was the first contact between the Church of England and 
the Patriarchal Church since 1917. Tributes of the Queen, the Prime Minister, 
and members of leading free churches emphasised the great loss the Church of 
England sustains in the death of Dr. Garbett. B.P.S., Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Under the auspices of: The World Council of Churches * The International Missionary Council 
The World's Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations * The World's Young Women’s 


Christian Association +» The World’s Student Christian Federation »* The World Council of 


Christian Education « The United Bible Societies 


CABLES: OIKOUMENE GENEVA <<. TELEPHONE 36:71 30 17 ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 


No. 3 Twenty-third Year January 20th, 1956 


a 


On other pages 


World YMCA Work with Refugees .. .2 PAUIGAVT OLN. mation ie Rec het ie Leese) wiles 


Further Talks with Church of Stern Religious Measures at Russian 
Scotland Theologians . ...+.+-+ +3 Theological Seminaries .« + .+«+«-++ 5 
Nairobi Conference on Christian A large Gift for 6 Seminaries... . 8 
Sos etn gk es EEE Ea ang RS 
AUST RALTA World Council of Churches Executive Committee Meeting 


(Geneva) - The meeting of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches 
at Gilbulla, Australia, February 6-11, is the first major ecumenical meeting to 

be held in the Southern Hemisphere, Army searchlights will make the Cross of St. 
Andrew in the sky above Sydney nightly during the visit of the Executive Committee 
from the time of the arrival of the visitors on February ist. 


The Festival of Faith scheduled for Saturday, February 4, will be attended 
by Australia's Prime Minister Robert Gordon Menzies. Massed choirs, a youth 
demonstration and speeches on this night are expected to bring a crowd of 75, 000 
Australians. A ca>inet reception and luncheon at Parliament House in Canberra, 
the Australian capital, will be held for Executive Committee members on February 
16. A public meeting in the Albert Hall has been scheduled for that night. During 
the day Executive Committee members will meet with government and public service 
personnel. 


At Gilbulla, Anglican conference centre, 35 miles away from Sydney, Execut- 
ive Committee members will give their attention to the question as to the place 
of the 1960 Assembly of the World Council of Churches. The agenda of the Central 
Committee meeting scheduled to meet in Budapest, Hungary, July 28-August 5, 1956, 
will also be discussed. 


A suecessor to Dr. Rajah B. Manikam as East Asia secretary of the World 
Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council is expected to be 
named. Dr. Manikam has been elected Bishop of Tranquebar, Tamil Evangelical 
lutheran Church in India, and was consecrated on January 14th. 


Progress of studies on Proselytism and Religious Liberty and Christian 
Responsibility for Areas of Rapid Social Change will be reported. The expanded 
operation of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees in Asie 
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and Africa is to be discussed as the Executive meets for the first time in Austra- 
lia, an important "receiving" country. 


A consultation of more than a hundred Australian churchmen will be held at 
the University of Sydney in the first week in February with the ecumenical visi- 
tors taking a prominent part. Dr. Malcolm Mackay, general secretary of the Austra- 
lian Council for the World Council of Churches, has heen in charge of planning 
this and other events in connection with the -risit. The opening service of the 
Australian visit of the World Council will be held at St. Andrew's Cathedral, 
Sydney, February lst. Delegates will preach in city and suburban churches of 
Sydney, morning and evening, on February 5. On Sunday afternoon a combined wor- 
ship service will be held in the Town Hall with nearby churches handling the 
overflow. Dr. Fry will be the preacher. After the Gilbulla sessions of the Exe- 
cutive, Committee members will go to Melbourne where special meetings have reen 
arranged. After visits by some of the delegates to provincial cities, the whole 
party will leave for Canberra where a procession of witness and worship services 
have been planned. Groups will leave Canberra on February 17 for special meetings 
in Tasmania, South Australia, and Queensland. A Theological Teachers! Conference 
and a national seminar on "Australia and the New Nations of Asia" will be held at 
the University of Melbourne. E.P.S., Gereva 


World YMCA Work with Refugees 


The Executive of the Standing Committee for work with Refugees and Migrants 
recently met in Reutlingen, Wurttemberg. This Committee was appointed in 1953 ty 
the World Alliance of YMCAs Its present chairman is Mr. Harper Sibley of Rochester, 
NeYe, Winoreture 


Many distinguished personalities were guests of the Committee at a dinner 
when the Minister for hefugees of the German Federal Republic, Professor Dr. Ober- 
linder, spoke of refugee problems in Germany. 


Reports presented to the Committee illustrated the wide extent of YMCA con- 
cerns for and activity amongst refugees. More and more, refugee work which hac 
begun as an emergency service of the World Alliance of YMCAs - often in coopera- 
tion with the World's YWCA - has now heen accepted as the responsibility of nation- 
al or local YMCA bodies. 


Main aspects of the programme approved for 1956 are: England - improvement 
of facilities and cultural and educational work at community centres for Poles. 
France -— continuing work amongst refugees through provision of community centres 
and clubs especially in mining and industrial areas; increase in number of students 
at Vocational Training Centre for Spanish refugees. Germany - the Heimatlosenla- 
gerdienst (HLD) CVUJM/YMCA will continue work through 85 field workers conducting 
religious, educational, social and recreational programmes in over 100 camp commun- 
ity centres, usually known as "Hauser fur Alle". The "HLD" Committee represents 
the German YMCA, the Burkhardthaus (German YWCA), the World's YWCA and the World 
Alliance of YMCAs. Austria - approximately 500 refugee children will attend YMCA/ 
YWCA camps; at the request of the Tyrol government a training course for Austrian 
youth leaders will be organised. Trieste - the YMCA/YWCA - W.C.C. Joint Welfare 
Programme will continue as long as the "foreign" refugees remain in Trieste. 
Lehanon - the Lebanese YMCA has been asked to assume responsibility for the YMCA 
programme in Arab refugee camps. Jordan - the Jerusalem (Jordan) YMCA will extend 
its vocational training school for Arab refugees in Jericho. Hong Kong - the YMCA 
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of Hong Kong will continue to make its facilities available to refugees. Korea - 
the Korean YMCA, working closely with UNKRRA, will maintain many ones, clubs, 
classes, nee and homes for refugees. 


Special mention was made of the close cooperation existing between the YMCA, 
the YWCA and the churches in service to refugees. In particular, special trihute 
was paid to the churches in the United States of America for their support and 
contributions, E.P.o., Geneva 


FRANCE Death of Pierre Maury 


(Paris) - The Rev. Dr. Pierre Maury, former president of the Reformed Church of 
France and one of the most distinguished and respected of French Protestant 
leaders, died in Paris, Friday, January 13, at the age of 65. He had returned 
the previous day from a mission to North Africa with Pastor Mare Boegner, presi- 
dent of the Protestant Federation of France. They had visited the Sultan of 
Morocco and on Sunday, January 8, Dr. Maury had preached at Rabat. 


The funeral service for Dr. Maury was held Wednesday morning, January 18, in 
Passy Parish of Paris of which he was a minister. Pastor Boegner officiated. Rela- 
tives include Philippe Maury, general secretary of the World's Student Christian 
-Federation,. 


A brilliant speaker, writer and thinker, Dr. Maury was an officer of the 
French Legion of Honour and was associated with the Protestant Theological 
Faculty of the University of Paris. He was a veteran leader of the World's 
Student Christian Federation, having served as secretary in the Geneva Head- 
quarter's staff and as vice-chairman of the WSCF. 


Long active in the ecumenical movement, Pastor Maury was a member of the 
Oxford Conference on "Church Community and State" in 1937 which led to the for- 
mation of the World Council of Churches. He was a consultant at the Amsterdam 
Assembly in 1948 and attended the Evanston Assembly in 1954. He was a member 
of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. Maury was one of the foremost leaders of the neo-Calvinist theology in 
the French Protestant Church. For fifteen years he edited the French Protestant 


journal, "Foi et Vie", and was the author of many books. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Further Talks with Church of Scotland Theologians 


(London) - At Lambeth Palace the Bishop of Derby, Dr. A.E.J. Rawlinson, was 
chairman of the Church of England delegation which again met to discuss closer 
union between the Church of England and the Church of Scotland. 


The talks, at which the Archbishop of Canterbury was present, as well as 
the Archbishop designate of York, Dr. Michael Ramsey, and the Bishops of Exeter 
and Leicester, are understood to have been wholly concerned with purely theolo- 
gical principles. 


The Church of Scotland delegation was led by Principal John Baillie of Edin- 
burgh who is also one of the presidents of the World Council of Churches. 


"Much agreement already exists between the two Churches", the Church of 
England Newspaper writes, " and discussions are now centred on what changes 
would be needed in each Church to prepare the way for inter-—communion as a step 
towards possible union." 
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A statement issued after the meeting said in part: Consideration was given 
to a draft Report prepared at the request of the Conference by one of its members. 
This was in pursuance of the intention, recorded last year, "to set about the 
completion, within three years, of a draft outline of practical ways and means 
whereby, with some measure of mutuel assimilation and of modification of their 
respective traditions, but without disloyalty to principles held to be essential, 
the Churches taking part in the conversations wight by God's grace be enabled to 
attain mutually a fuller amplitude and catholicity of faith and order than was 
enjoyed by either or by any of them separately." 


The draft Report was carefully scrutinised and discussed, and provision was 
made for its amplification and amendment in what it is hoped may become an agreed 
form. The Conference looks forward to being able to submit in the course of the 
year 1957 a final Report for consideration by the authorities of the Churches 
concerned. 


The members of the Conference again emphasise the great need for continued 
prayer for the guidance of God. They appeal once more to the clergy and ministers 
of their respective churches to do all in their power to promote prayer, study 
and interest in the issues of Christian reunion on the part of their people. 


Talks on the same topic between the Anglican and Methodist Churches are to 
begin in the spring, when a central topic will be the relations of the latter 
with other free Churches if it enters into inter-communion with the Anglican 


Church. B.P.S., Geneva 
KENYA Nairobi Conference on Christian Education 


(Nairobi) - Fourteen persons recently came together in Nairobi, from the terri- 
tories of Kenya, Tanganyika, and Uganda to consider needs for Christian education 
confronting the churches there, Four of the participants were African, six were 
missionaries at work in those territories, and four (including an Indian mission- 
ary) were observers. 


Several dominant facts came to the fore in the discussion. One was the diffi- 
culty of establishing any Sunday sch-cls since cach ordained minister may have 
20-30 congregations in his care and since local elders in these churches often 
are uneducated men. Youth work, too, is largely lacking in the Christian commun- 
ities, although there are notable exceptions, as in the youth choirs of the 
Moravian church in Tanganyika, the YMCA work for girls aged 15-25 in Uganda, and 
fresh opportunities for youth work in the New Villages being set up for the 
Kikuyu in Kenya. There are "religious knowledge courses" in day schools, but 
there is lack of adequately trained teachers. Available materials for Sunday 
schools have largely been adjusted from European or American sources. 


Against this background the Nairobi Conference on Christian Education agreed 
that the greatest present need is for curriculum materials for Sunday schools, 
meeting the needs of African children of those territories. Two bi-lingual 
syllabuses are to be prepared, one for children with some schooling, and another 
for illiterate children. Notes for teachers on these materials will be prepared 
in the major vernacular languages of the region. A major decision was that the 
Christian Councils plan a curriculum conference from four to six weeks, to meet 
this year. To this curriculum conference, each of the Christian Councils of 
Kenya, Uganda, and Tanganyika will appoint two African leaders and two mission- 
aries, 
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Delegates to the Nairobi Conference had as Consultant Mrs. Emily Shacklock 
of the U.S.A., who spoke for the World Council of Christian Education and also 
the Africa Committee of the Division of Foreign Missions, National Council of 
Churches, U.S.A. 


Three other curriculum conferences on Christian education will be held in 
South Africa at Salisbury, in February, in Central Africa at Leopoldville, in 


March, and in West Africa at Accra, also in March. E.P.S., Geneva 
CZECHOS LOVAKIA Ecumenical Institute of the Comenius Faculty 


The Faculty Council of the Comenius Theological Faculty in Prague has. decid- 
ed to set up an Ecumenical Institute, associated with the chair of systematic the 
theology. The creation of this institute is in accordance with the needs of the 
Faculty, where students of several churches are studying. The Faculty is in 
frequent contact with theological institutes and representatives of churches in 
foreign countries. Bohuslav Pospisil, director of John Hus Theological Seminary, 
was appointed director of the new institute and charged with lecturing on ecumen- 
ical problems. Assistant Professor Amedeo Molnar is his substitute as head of 
the Ecumenical Institute. 


The Ecumenical Council of Churches in Czechoslovakia recognised a new 
Ecumenical Institute at the theological Faculty in Prague and agreed to set up 
another at the theological Faculty in Bratislava-Modra. B.P.S., Geneva 


U.S.S.R. Stern Religious Measures at Theological Seminaries 


"The present term at the Religious Acadomy and Theological Seminary of 
Moscow has opened under even more favourable auspices than last year." This is 
the opening statement in a report on the educational establishments of the 
Russian Orthodox Church of the Patriarchate (Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate, 
No. 11, 1955). In the sections on the training of the priesthood in Moscow, 
Leningrad, Minsk, Saratow, etc. emphasis is laid on the seriousness of this 
vocation. 


At the Religious Academy in Moscow active participation of the students in 
the religious services has been increased. The teaching staff has been extended 
by taking on several younger lecturers. New students wore vigorously examined. 
In addition to a thorough medical examination and a very careful selection of 
candidates, they had to pass a difficult entrance examination. At the oral 
examination stress was laid especially on the moral qualities of each candidate. 
(The candidates had already done part of their military service; the amount 
depended on their age, which varied from 18 to 25.) Only the best pupils from 
the Seminary were admitted to the higher Academy without examination; the 
others had to pass an examination and be classed as "good" or "excellent". 


At the Leningrad Academy the teaching staff has also been extended, by the 
appointment of two additional lecturers, and the premises have been adapted to 
meet the extra requirements. In his address at the opening of the new term the 
Director, Professor M. Speranski, appealed to both lecturers and students "to 
give all their strength to the service of the Lord's harvest". The important 
studies would not bear fruit unless the candidates’ reasons for choosing to 
work in the Church were the response to a real call and to very deep convic- 
tions. 
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Bishop Job of Saratow pointed out to his students that “industry alone is 
not enough, if it does not glow with the inner fire of faith." The true pastoral 
service consisted primarily in being an example of the flock. The life of a 
pastor was a thorny path, "a heroic sacrifice which brings much anxiety and 
demands complete devotion." 


The library of-the Religious Seminary for Wolynia (the large district west 
of the river Dnieper) has received a considerable number of new books. 


In Odessa the new term opened with a lively discussion on how to train 
students in giving religious instruction, and methods of teaching in the churches. 
"Just as order and discipline are indispensable in all the institutions estab- 
lished by men," said Archbishop Nikon of Odessa, "so obedience is one of the 
foundation-stones of church life. This we are taught by the spirit of the Bible 
and of the Commandments which our Lord Himself laid upon us." The work of the 
Seminary must awaken the spirit of the Orthodox Church in the students, and 
Patriarch Alexius outlined how this should be done. In his opinion, the whole 
structure of the religious college must be ecclesiastical, without any secular 
deviations. All the students must submit to this discipline... "their study of 
theology and church history must go hand in hand with the awakening of their 
spiritual concern." Their work in the Church must be done in the spirit of 
Romans 12, 16: "Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, 


but condescend to men of low estate." BeP.S., Geneva 
JAPAN "Christ - the Way, the Truth and the Life" 


The theme of the next ccnvention of the World Council of Christian Educa- 
tion and Sunday School Association to be held in Japan in 1958 will be "Christ - 
the Way, the Truth and the Life" (John 14:6). The Assembly which is the govern- 
ing body of WCCESSA will hold its regular quadrennial meeting for two days prior 
to the convention and it, in turn, will he preceeded by an Institute on Christ- 
ian Education. for a representative group of 150 people in or near Tokyo. The 
Youth Department of the World Council of Churches has been asked to share respon- 
sibility for this Institute. It is also hoped that national meetings can be set 
up in several countries in the Far East, so that outstanding delegates on their 
way to and from the convention may give leadership in such national meetings or 
workshops, which will include a large number of persons who cannot attend the 


Tokyo convention. BeP.o., Geneva 
TNDONESIA President Soekarno Addresses Christian Conference 


Most publicised of the Djakarta Christmas celebrations was a celebration 
sponsored by the Indonesian Christian Youth Organisation in the Sports Hall, 
which was addressed by President Soekarno who is a Moslem, Other speakers includ- 
ed Parliamentary vice-chairman A.M. Tambunan, Miss Muriel Lester, Dr. Timothy 
Dzao, and Professor Dr. J. Verkuyl of the Djakarta Theological College. Each of 
these spoke in his or her own language, untranslated. Dr. Soekarno stated he had 
attended the Christian celebrations in order "to find the atmosphere of calm 
which refreshes the spirit. Here we praise God's name and recall the sufferings 
‘of those who have preached peace, brotherhood, and tolerance but who have not 
been understood." He added that all that is good is born of sacrifice, even 
life itself. Turning then to Indonesia's future, the President reminded the 
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audience that hard work will be needed to build a house large enough for 80 
millions of people, and with facilities to enable adherents of differing reli- 
gions to live together. Such a house must be founded on the five principles, 
the Pantjasila, which includes by implication the guarantee of religious free- 
dom. God has.given to every child of Adam a spot on which he can live on the 
basis of equality. "There must be brotherhood with the outside world and among 
ourselves. Only on the basis of the Pantjasila can the future be assured", he 
concluded. B.eF,O., Geneva 


GERMANY The Church and the Conscientious Objector 


The Evangelical Church in Germany has sent a memorandum to the Governments 
of Western and Eastern Germany. It seeks legal safeguards for conscientious 
objectors to military service. 


The statement of the Council of the EKD draws attention to the terri fying 
transformations which have taken place in modern warfare. They confront every 
Christian in Germany with fundamental questions. Is war permissible as an ultim- 
ate means of defence? Can Christians still justify their own participation in 
war? The State claims authority to compel its citizens to undertake military 
service. It must decide whether it has the right to force people to act against 
their consciences. This is why the Church is obliged to ask the authorities in 
Western and Eastern Germany for a legal definition of the point involved. 


The Council of EKD points out that it would be desirable to incorporate the 
law concerning conscientious objection in a generally applicable Military Ser- 
vice Law. This would avoid discrimination which would put conscientious objectors 
at a disadvantage. The Church insists that opportunity should be given to refuse 
military training, on grounds of conscience; it also insists that recognition 
of conscientious objections should not be restricted to the members of certain 
groups or associations. Applications for exemption from military service should 
not be dealt with by military authorities, but by independent bodies. The deci- 
sions should be taken by persons with a legal background and wide experience of 
human nature. 


The Council of the EKD says that legislation should also make provision 
for conscientious objection after call-up for military service. Conscientious 
objectors should be given the opportunity to undertake non-combatant duties in 
the army, or to do alternative service of equal length and difficulty. Treat- 
ment and maintenance of conscientious objectors should be equivalent to that 
extended to those on military service. There should be no discrimination against 


the civil rights or status of conscientious objectors. H.P.S., Gereva 
GERMANY Statistics Concerning Suicide 


(Bethel) - About 20 people a day commit suicide in the West German Federal 
Republic. A comparison of figures with those for 1953 and those for 1946 shows 
that the number of suicides has increased by about 140 per cent. In statistics 
showing causes of death in Western Germany, suicide comes 12th. The suicide rate 
is highest in Denmark, and lowest in Spain, Portugal and Ireland. 


Dr. Dennemark (of Berlin) gives these facts in an article on suicide as a 
medical and theological problem, which appeared in the paper "Universitas". He 
points out that 75 per cent of those who commit suicide are Protestarts, 20 per 
cent have left the Church, and 5 per cent are Roman Catholics. H.P.S., Geneva 
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HUNGARY New Vicar-General of Moscow Patriarchate 


The Rev. Berky Feric, who was appointed a year ago as vicar-general of the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Orthodox Church in Budapest, is not, as had been 
reported (see E.P.S. No.46, 1955) a layman. 


A graduate of the theological faculty of Athens University, he is the 
translator of many ecclesiastical and theological works into Hungarian. Since 
1952 he has published, in Budapest, the Hungarian periodical "Ecclesiastical 
Annals", He celebrates the liturgy in the Greek Orthodox Church of the Assump- 
tion of the Virgin Mary. The church belonged to the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople before coming within the jurisdiction of the Moscow Patriarch 


in 1949. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Moderator of the Waldensian Church Arrives in New York 


The Reverend Achille Deodato, representing the Waldensian Church, was the 
guest of horOur and principal speaker at the fiftieth anniversary dinner of the 
American Waldensian Aid Society, New York. 


Dr. Deodato is the Moderator of the Waldensian Church of Italy and is also 
president of the Federal Council of Evangelical Churches in Italy and a member 
of the Juridical Bureau which gives counsel to all evangelical groups on problems 
of liberty and civil rights. He also takes an interest in working with similar 
groups in other countries. 


The American Waldensian Aid Society was organised in New York in 1906, to 
provide a channel for developing knowledge and support of the work of the Wal- 
densian Church of Italy. During the peak years of Italian immigration to the 
United States and until 1922 the Society maintained a Bureau for the Religious 
Welfare of Italian Protestant Immigrants and Emigrants. 


Among the areas which Dr. Deodato will visit in the United States is Valdese, 
N.C., founded by Waldensians who came from northern Italy in 1898. Other cities 
to be included in his itinerary are: Philddelphia, Pa., Washington, D.C., Los 
Angeles, Calif., San Francisco, Calif., Portland, Ore., Seattle, Wash., Chicago, 
Til., Indianapolis, Ind., Pittsburgh, Pa., and Boston, Mass. After his tour in 


the United States he will meet with groups in Canada. ~ B.PeOe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES A Large Gift for 6 Seminaries 


Grants totalling$ 10,375,000 for theological education were announced by 
the Sealantic Fund, Inc. Dana S. Creel, director of the fund, said he believed 
the sum was the largewt ever allotted for theological education, The Sealantic 
Fund was established in 1938 by John D. Rockefeller Jr. Its main concern has 
been with religion, and it has given to church-related programmes. 


The gifts announced go to six interdenominational theological seminaries 
and the American Association of Theological Schools. The seminaries are Vander- 
bilt University of Religion, Federated Theological Faculty of the University of 
Chicago, Pacific School of Religion, Union Theological Seminary, Yale University 
Divinity School, and Harvard University Divinity School. B.P.S., Geneva 
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INDIA Dr. Rajah B. Manikam Consecrated as Fourth Bishop of Tranquebar 


(Tranquebar) - On January 14th Dr. Rajah B, Manikam was consecrated as Bishop of 
Tranquebar. He is the first Indian to hold the office. The ceremony took place 
in the courtyard of the old Danish fort. For the past six years Dr. Manikam has 
been joint East Asia Secretary of the International Missionary Council and the 
World Council cf Churches. | 


At sunrise the consecration of the new Bishop was heralded by the blowing 
of trumpets, commemorating an outstanding day in the history of the Tamil Evan- 
gelical-Lutheran Church. Before the service, a procession of nearly a hundred 
- bishops, pastors and lutheran church leaders from seventeen countries, assembled 
at the historic New Jerusalem church and filed slowly to the courtyard of the 
fort. 


Dr. Manikam was consecrated by the retiring third Bishop of Tranquebar, the 
Right Reverend Dr. Johannes Sandegren. The service was held in Tamil. Bishop 
Sandegren preached on II. Cor. 12,9. 


Bible verses were addressed to the new Bishop by 28 churchmen. Among the 
languages used vere some frem India, Asia, Europe, America and Africa. 


Four church leaders from four different countries assisted Bishop Sandegren 
- 4n the laying-on of hands. They were Bishop Hanns Lilje (Germany), Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry (New York), Bishop Torsten Ysander (Linkdping, Sweden) and Bishop 
| Gudmund Schioler (Denmark). 


They participated also in the ceremony of handing over the pastoral staff 
to the new bishop; the consocrating bishop and his assistants one by one with- 
drew their hands from the staff, leaving the new bishop to hold it alone. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is fo keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's ifems. 
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In the afternoon a public meeting was held presided over by Dr. P.V. Cherian, 
President of the Legislative Council of Madras, and by Bishop Manikam. In his 
message Dr. Manikam said: "We now stand on the treshold of a new are. The old 
missionary era with its dependence upon the superior political, economic and 
cultural resources of the West is over, and a new era is dawning, which demands 
that the Church in every land, while rooted in Christ, also be related to its 
own soil. The Church itself (and not a foreign missionary society) must be the 
missionary to the nation." 


About 2,000 people attended the ceremonies in Tranquebar. They included Dr. 
W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr. 
Leslie E. Cooke, Associate General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
Dr. Carl HE. Lund-Quist, Executive Secretary of the IJutheran World Federation, 
Bishop Niklot Beste (Magdeburg, Germany) and Bishop -lartin Haug (Stuttgart, 
Germany), Bishop Elis Malmestrém (Sweden), Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz (President of 
the Evangelical-Iutheran Church in America), Dr. Paul C. Empie, Executive Direc- 
tor of the National Lutheran Council, U.S.A., and many other church leaders 


from all over the world. BeP.S., Geneva 
INDIA 250 Years of Protestant Missions in India 


(Madras) - A predominantly Christian gathering of nearly 5,000 people took part 

in the united celebration of the Ziegenbalg Jubilee (marking the 250th anniversary 
of the landing of Ziegenbalg, first Protestant missionary in India) convened 
under the auspices of the Tamilnad Christian Council. 


Prof. Chandran Devanesan, President, Tamilnad Christian Council, welcomed 
the visitors. hajkumari Amrit Kaur, Union Health Minister of India, was in the 
chair. She spoke of Protestant service under God and extolled the work of the 
missionaries, especially because they had seen to it that religion had not bound 
itself to narrow social customs. She praised Christian education and medicine. 


Assuring the foreign missionaries that their work was thankfully accepted 
and appreciated, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur said that she thought it was possible 
that the work of foreign missionaries could be fitted into the rapidly changing 
pattern of life in modern India. The only time when the followers of the tolerant 
religion of Hinduism were "wounded" was when a restricted meaning was applied 
to the work of missionaries - the preaching of the Gospel and conversion. But 
she was sure that this simple point was well understood today Indeed missionary 
work in India had existed side by side with Hinduism since the time of St. Thomas 
the Apostle. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President of the United Lutheran Church in America, 
said that Lutheran missionaries arrived in the United States at about the same 
time as they had done in India. He recalled that the new Bishop of Tranquebar, 
the Rt. Rev. R.B. Manikam, was a colleague in the World Council of Churches. 


Mrs. Alva Myrdal, Minister for Sweden in India, delivered a message from 
the King of Sweden. She said that she agreed with transference of missionary 
work to capable Indians. As a representative of the non-ecclesiastical world, 
she praised the work of the missionaries in their contribution to advancement 
in the fields of social work, education and medicine. They were indeed the pio- 
neers of technical assistance. She pointed out that in Sweden more money was 
contributed to missionary funds than to international organisations for technical 
assistance. 
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In an appeal, Dr. Hanns Lilje, Bishop of Hannover and President of the 
lutheran World Federation, stressed the unimportance of material difficulties 
by referring to the plight of Christians in his own country two decades ago. He 
quoted Blaise Pascal: "It is a blessed state of the Church to be dependent on 
God alone." 


Mr. A.M. Tambunam, Deputy Speaker of Parliament, Indonesia, said that 
Asian Christians should bring the Christian way of life from behind the four 
walls of the church. They should live it out wherever they found ‘themselves. 


Taking his lead from Mr. Tambunam, Bishop Sumitra, Moderator of the Church 
of South India, said that Christians should eschew superiority and intellectual 
isolation. Like pioneer missionaries, they should even learn the tenets of 
Hinduism and understand the life around them. 


Among the many messages of congratulation from all over the world were 
greetings from King Frederick IX of Denmark and the Primate of the Church of 


Sweden. B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Moving Towards Unity in Christ 
(London) - "The difference between those who hold divergent views on Christ's 


presence at the Eucharist is insignificant compared to the difference between 
those who worship Christ and those whe worship a cow." 


This is the substance of a remark by an Indian which was quoted by Canon 
C.K. Sansbury, Canterbury. He was addressing a meeting in London in connection 
with the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


Canon Sansbury reminded the audience that the Abbé Couturier - who had 
combined whole-hearted loyalty to his mother Church with real Christian charity 
- had always insisted that it was no good if people who had never understood 
their own Christian tradition, or were unhappy in it, sought to work for the 
unity of the Church. 


Nevertheless, there were certain causes for thanksgiving. First, there 
had been in recent times, throughout Christenczm, a revival in the study and 
reading of the Bible. 


Secondly, there had been a remarkable recovery of the doctrine of the 
Church as the mystical body of Christ, and the recognition that God did not 
mean Christians to be individual or isolated. 


Thirdly, the sharp cleavage on the doctrine of the Eucharist, which had 
existed ever since the Reformation, showed signs of being resolved. 


Canon Sansbury gave a warning, however, against looking towards the future 
with any superficial optimism. Differences still existed between the varying 
Christian traditions as to the precise nature of unity itself and the boundaries 
of the Catholic Church. 


"Tt is only as we come nearer to our Lord, both corporately and as indivi- 
duals, that we shall rise above ingrained prejudice, the memory of past wrongs, 
sloth, and narrowness.!! 


The Rev. Donald Lee, on behalf of the Methodists, thought that each tradi- 
tion had its distinctive contribution to make, Addressing himself particularly 
to the free-churchmen among the audience, he suggested that their contrihution 
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might lie in their gift of extempore prayer. Some free«churchmen believed that 
prayers for Christian unity could only be offered at united services of some 
kind. This was not so. 


"Tf it dawned on you one day that it was impossible for you to choose your 
company, that the unity of the Trinity was at stake when you cherished your 
divisions, then you might grow nearer one another in prayer, self-discipline, 


and holiness." There was also a Roman Catholic speaker. E.P.S., Geneva 
FRANCE The Week of Christian Unity 


"Serve the Lord with gladness: come before His presence with singing." With 
this psalm the young Fathers of the African Mission Seminary opened the Week of 
Christian Unity at lyons. Abbé Michalon, who is responsible for organising the 
ecumenical week, primarily a week of payer, reminded people that this Week 
which had been celebrated for the past twenty years in Lyons, provided an oppor- 
tunity for Christians to express their common hope. 


Cardinal Gerlier was in the front row of the congregation, accompanied by 
four Bishops. Abbé Michalon also greeted three representatives of the World 
Council of Churches from Geneva, whose participation stressed the importance 
which they attach to the Week at Lyons. 


The first address was given ry Canon Bossan, Archpriest of Die, in the 
Department of the Dréme. Canon Bossan's parish includes 600 Catholic families 
and 300 Protestant families. This constitutes a living testimony that ccntacts 
between Catholics and Protestants form part of the ecumenical task. Canon Bossan 
said that a small town like Die "offers great opportunities for ecumenical work, 
provided that the masses are led by trained leaders towards real unity, avoid- 
ing false mirages and illusionary concessions." For unity will not be realised 
unless everyone is true to the truth of his own confession. "The witness of our 
Catholic faith is never hurtful to a Protestant Christian. For us the unity of 
the Church already exists. The unity for which we pray to God is the unity of a 
living body." 


The Arch-Priest of Die believes that Catholics and Protestants can give a 
definite meaning to ecumenism while remaining loyal to their particular truth; 
“unity would come from God!'t He said: "We must rejoice when others do good; we 
must forgive one another our sins, past or present. It is our duty to achieve 
unity of purpose and unity in charity. In this way we shall prepare the way for 
complete unity." 


Cardinal Gerlier recalled the late Abbé Couturier, a pioneer for Christian 
unity. Referring to the address they had just heard, he asked: "How will unity 
come about? ile do not know. Humanly speaking, the solution still eludes us. But 
we can have faith in the power and the grace of God, which surpass the limits 
of our horizon." E.P.S., Geneva 


SWIT ZERLAND Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 


On the occasion of the Universal Week of Prayer for Christian Unity from 
January 18th to 25th the Ecumenical Council of Genevaorganised daily services 
for prayer and an ecumenical service on the Sunday. The daily services were held 
in the chapel at St. Gervais and were based on readings from the Bible and 
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prayers on subjects suggested by the W.C.C. Commission for Faith and Order. The 
solemn ecumenical service was held on Sunday, January 22nd, in the Cathedral of 
St-Pierre. The liturgical part was led by pastors from the National Protestant 
Church, the Methodist Church, the Protestant Episcopal Church, the Lutheran, 
Fussian Orthodox and Free Evangelical Church. The sermon was preached by Pastor 
L. Gauthier of the Old Catholic Church. 


Similar ecumenical services were held in many other places in Switzerland 


on the same day. E.P.S., Geneva 
GE RMANY Critical Church-State Tension Develops 


(Berlin) - The Ministry for Home Affairs of the German Democratic Republic has 
passed a decree prohibiting workers in the Railway—Station Mission in East 
Berlin and in the German Democratic Republic from having any contact with West 
Berlin and Western Germany. The transport police have been made responsible for 
enforcing this decree. Before the decree was passed, 14 workers in the Station 
Mission had already been arrested. Ten of them are still in custody. 


The reasons for the new decree have been published by the press office of 
the Minister-President of the German Democratic Republic. Their report repeats 
the assertion that the Station Mission is part of "a far-reaching system of 
espionage". In reply to this assertion, church circles in Berlin have drawn 
attention to a resolution of the Conference of East German Churches, protest- 
ing against the imputation of espionage and insisting that the work of the 
Station Mission is purely charitable. 


The resolution sent to the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
says: "The Conference of East German Churches received reports on the arrest 
of Station Mission workers at its session of January 18th, 1956. These reports 
give the impression that action was being taken against the Station Mission as 
such in order to eliminate it altogether. The impression is strengthened by 
the article in No. 15 of the daily paper "Neues Deutschland" of January 18th, 
which charges Station Mission workers with espionage. The Conference of East 
German Churches can only express the deepest regret at such a suggestion. The 
Station Mission has given proof for many decades that its work is undertaken 
purely in order to help people in need. The Conference protests against the 
accusation that a church organisation is being misused for purposes of espion- 
age", 


Before leaving for the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches 
in Australia, Bishop Dibelius wrote a letter to President Grotewohl of the 
German Democratic Republic, saying: "We strongly reject the imputation that the 
Station Mission is engaged in espionage. We regard the arrest of workers in the 
Station Mission, and the refusal to continue the lease of the Mission's premises 
in Berlin-Friedrichstrasse, in the Nordbahnhof and in Dresden, as a crying 
injustice. The sole aim and purpose of the Station Mission has always been to 
help those in need, whoever they might be. The only transport lists made out by 
the Mission relate to the arrival of sick persons and children. No one has ever 
collected information about military transports or any other information which 
might be of interest to NATO for military purposes or for economic or political 
reasons. No one can therefore be expected to believe the statements made by the 
news agency of the German Democratic Republic concerning the Station Mission 
workers. 
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"T am extremely sorry", writes the Bishop in conclusion, "to have to embark 
on my journey to the World Council meetings in Australia (which unfortunately I 
cannot cancel now) with the impression made by these unhappy events still fresh 


in my mind." E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES : Heifer Project Made 37 Shipments Last Year 


(New Windsor, Md.) - Heifer Project Inc., intercreedal relief and rehabilita- 
tion agency, made 37 shipments of livestock, roultry and eggs to 13 different 
countries during 1955. The agency specialises in aiding agricultural areas of 
war-ruined or underdeveloped countries. 


Included in the shipments were 895 cattle, 231 goats, 150 pigs, 62,550 
chicks, and 63,480 hatching eggs. The figures raised the grand totals shipped 
to 37 countries by Heifer Project since its formation in 1944 to 8,445 cattle, 
6,859 goats, 1,060 pigs, 47 horses, 15 sheep, 530 rabbits, 200 packages of honey 
bees, 3,000 turkey poults, 215,260 chicks, and 280,560 hatching eggs. Among the 
1955 shipments were the agency's first to Angola, India and Pakistan. 


Two of the year's shipments were contributed by farmers outside the United 
States, which is the source of most of the livestock sent by the agency. Neth r- 
lands rural churchgoers contributed for Korea 60,120 hatching eggs from Khaki 
Campbell ducks ~- a breed that is hardy, lays a large number of edible eggs, 
and is adaptable to life in Korea's marshy regions. Swiss churchmen sent to 
Greece through Heifer Project 50 purebred milk goats of a breed that thrives 
in mountainous regions where cattle are at a disadvantage. Other churchmen in 
Canada, Nova Scotia and Panama made some contributions of funds or livestock 
to Heifer Project's programme during the year. 


Cooperating bodies in Heifer Project are the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society, the Brethren Service Commission, Church World Service, the Congregation- 
al Christian Service Committee, the Evangelical and Reformed Church, the Evan- 
gelical United Brethren Church, the Fellowship of Reconciliation, the Koinonia 
Foundation, the Mennonite Central Committee, the Methodist Church, the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference, the Rural Life Association, and the United 
Christian (Disciples) Missionary Society's department of social welfare. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


BOLIVIA Violence in Bolivia 


(La Pag) - Evangelical mission property in La Paz, Bolivia, housing a seminary, 
press, radio station and residence quarters, was stoned according to a report 

of the Evangelical Alliance in London. The attack came just as a conference of 
missionaries was beginning. Many windows in the mission were broken and the roof 
was showered with rocks. 


This is the second reported incident of violence to occur in Bolivia since 
the beginning of October, The previous incident occurred in connection with a 
Youth for Christ conference which was being held in La Paz, The zone police, 
located one block from the mission property, failed to respond to three tele- 
phone calls and a personal appearance at the police station requesting protec- 
tion. The American Embassy was then informed and within half an hour two car~- 
loads of police arrived. They left guards for the night. E.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Reform of Church Appeals Urged 


Protestant church fund-raising experts meeting in Chicago early in January 
were told that gratitude should be the real basis for Christian giving rather 
than the "flimsy" and "false" motives so often used in church budget raisixg 
campaigns. 


"Such appeals as ‘Beat Communism’, ‘Make the world safe from the atomic bomb’, 
and 'Preserve the pride of our denomination', are pretty thin reasons for church 
giving", declared the Rev. Dr. John Peters of New York, head of the stewardship 
department of the Presbyterian Church, USA. He addressed 60 stewardship leaders 
of 21 U.S. denominations convened for the second annual interdenominational Every 
Member Canvass Conference, January 4-5, sponsored by the National Council of 
Churches. 


"Our response to the love of Christ is the foundation for giving," Dr, Peters 
said. "When the individual realises what God has done for him, he is thankful 
and he reaches out in response with that which is in his heart." 


The Rev. Arthur O, Rinden, associate executive director of the National 
Council's department of stewardship and benevolence, told confer es that too 
many U.S. church-goers have the idea that the church is "a country club with 
minimum dues. He condemned the idea that the church that balances its budget is 
necessarily doing a good job. 


"The understanding that seven out of ten people in the world go to bed 
hungry every night has not entered its consciousness", he declared. 
B.P.S., Gereva © 


SPAIN Seminary Reported Closed 


Under the date-line of January 24th Agence France Press has published a 
dispatch from its Madrid correspondent indicating that the United Theological 
Seminary in Madrid was closed by Spanish authorities on January 23. No reason 
for the action was aiven, according to this report. At present writing church 
sources have neither confirmed nor denied this newspaper release. E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES In Memoriam: Bishop Blair Larned 


(Boston) - The Rt. Rev. John Insley Blair Larned, who retired as bishop in charge 
of the American Churches in Europe in 1953, died unexpectedly while staying in 
Boston. 


Ordained to the priesthood in 1912, he was consecrated as suffragan Bishop 
of Long Island in 1929. Appointed to take charge of the churches in Europe in 
1947, Bishop Larned also served as bishop for the Armed Forces in that area and 
as chairman of the board of managers of the Department of Reconstruction and 
Inter-church Aid of the World Council of Churches. 


Bishop Larned helped to found and establish the World Council's work of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. For many years he served on the Admin- 
istrative Committee and was well known to European church leaders as chairman 
of several of the Annual Consultations of the then Department of Inter—Church 
Aid. An able leader and wise guide in the formulation of policy he was loved 
also for his untiring zeal and devotion to the needs of individuals. 

E.P.Se, Gera 
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SWITZERLAND The Status of Women, the United Nations and the YWCA 


(Geneva) - The 10th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women will be held in Geneva during the month of March. The non-governmental 
women's organisations not only follow the work of the Commission with particu- 
lar interest, but also actively co-operate with it in various ways. As one of 
these organisations, the World YWCA is convening in relation to the meetings 

of the Commission — as it did in 1952 when the Commission previously met in 
Gere va - a Seminar which will be held from March 12 to 17. The Seminar will be 
focussed on the problems ofthe employed woman, and is open to Christian women 
whether members of the YWCA or not. As hefore, the time will be divided between 
the Palais des Nations, for briefings hy U.N. exrerts and attendance at meetings 
of the Commission, and World YWCA Headquarters for discussions on common con- 
cerns. The agenda includes discussions on certain aspects of the spiritual value 


of work. E.P.S., Geneva 
SPAIN Seminary Closed, Spanish Protestants Petition Their Government 


Official confirmation has been received at the headquarters of the World 
Council of Churches indicating that on January 23 the Spanish police descended 
upon the Union Theological Seminary in Madrid, sealing shut all the lecture 
rooms and the library (See E.P.S. No.4, 1956). The theological students, as 
well as other university students and the young children likewise resident in 
the Seminary boarding home, have been ordered to vacate the premises. 


The police acted under a written order of the Ministry of the Interior 
dated November 28, 1955. No reason was given for the timing of this surprise 
police action. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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Spanish Protestant leaders immediately addressed a petition to the Ministry 
of the Interior. They pointed out that the article of the Spanish Charter which 
recognises their private worship services as lawful, necessarily implies recog- 
nition of the existence of Spanish Protestant ministers and, consequently, of an 


institution for their training. E.P.S., Geneva 
COLOMBIA "Campaign to Eliminate Protestantism" 


A “methodical campaign openly directed by the Colombian Roman Catholic 
clergy and abetted by the Government" is aimed at the eradication of Protestan- 
tism in Colombia according to an article in the "New York Times" of January 24th. 


According to correspondent Tad Szulc,high government officials and the 

_ clergy often equate Protestantism with communism. There have been killings and 
beatings of Colombian Protestants, assaults of missionaries, burning of churches, 
closing of schools and "legal chicanery on every level". 


The pressure is becoming "progressively worse", the article quotes Protest- 
ant groups in Colombia as saying; although less physical violence was reported 
last year than in previous years the ae is "becoming more and more methodi- 
cal and better organised." 


Numerous incidents are cited by the correspondent who uses data from the 


Colombian Evangelical Confederation, E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Five Nationalities Join in Chapel Dedication 


Five ministers from five different nations led in worship at the dedica- 
tion of a new chapel opened at Union Theological Seminary in New York for use 
in the Seminary's new programme of Advanced Religious Studies, All five were 
associated with the programme's first group of students. The sermon was preached 
by a Danish Lutheran. The lessons were read by representatives from the Church 
of Ireland (Anglican) and the Church of South India. The music was played by a 
minister of the Dutch Reformed Church. An American Congregationalist led the 
prayers. 


The Programme of Advanced Religious Studies was made possible under a grant 
from the Rockefeller Foundation. In its initial period of five years it provides 
one-year fellowships to advanced students who have already served and shown 
ability in the ministry of their home churches. Most students come from abroad. 
After completing their studies they are expected to return to their churches 
to provide ecumenical leadership. 


The faculty for the current year includes Professor Hendrik Kraemer (Nethe r- 
lands), formerly Professor of the History of Religions at Leyden and until 1956 
on the staff of the World Council of Churches as first director of its Ecumen- 
ical Institute, Bossey, Switzerland. 


Christian unity was emphasised in the opening service in the simply furnish- 
ed chapel. 


The main address at a dinner preceeding the dedication service was given 
by Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, Executive secretary of the World Council of Churches 
in the United States. EeP.Se, Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM The Churches Welcome West Indian Workers 


The Consultative Committee on Overseas Coloured Workers of the British 
Council of Churches has arranged for a card of welcome to be given to every 
immigrant coming from the West Indies to work in the United Kingdom. Large 
numbers continue to arrive. The card gives a word of welcome from the Churches 
and simple information about how to find out abcut the times of church services, 
with an invitation to remain after the service and speak to the priest cr 
minister. 


The Committee earlier published a booklet "Your Neighbour from the West 
Indies" to help to guide local congregations, into whose areas the immigrants 


are coming, in giving them a warm and understanding welcome. B.P.S., Geneva 
KENYA Presbyterians to Inaugurate Single Interracial Church 


Announcing that an autonomous Presbyterian Church of East Africa would be 
established in Nairobi in February, the Rev. David Steel, moderator of the Over- 
seas Presbytery of the Church of Scotland in Kenya, said that the Moderator of 
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland would visit Africa to preside. 


The new church will unite Presbyterian groups in Kenya. It is the outcome 
of negotiations, begun in May 1952, on the authority of the Church of Scotland. 


The intention of the Overseas Presbytery of the Church of Scotland, as 
expressed in 1952, was "to set cn example of racial cooperation". It declared 
that "the unhappy divisions manifest in South Africa are a warning to East 
Africans who seek to avoid repetition of a situation where there is a (white) 
Presbyterian Church of South Africa, a Bantu Presbyterian Church, and an Over- 
seas Presbytery of South Africa which exists only for the sake of missionaries." 

E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES More Theological Students Enrolled 


Enrolment of theological students in the United States for autumn 1955 
was 7.7 per cent above that for the same period of 1954. Reporting this in 
Washington, the Commissioner of Education, Mr. S.M. Brownell, said that 30,965 
theological students enrolled in 1955 compared with 28,760 in 1954. 


There were 24,728 male theological students in 1955 as against 22,710; a 
gain of 8.9 per cent. The number of women students of theology rose to 6,237 


from 6,050; a gain of 3,1 per cent. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Race Relations Message 


(New York) - The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. ina 
500-word plea for racial justice asserts that in the eyes of many U.S. church- 
goers God is "a white and American idol" moulded after their own image. 


Calling upon Christians everywhere to repent “of their sinful and irrational 
acts and attitudes", the National Council in a message directed specifically to 
the 35,800,000 members of its 30 constituent communions, likened many present-— 
day white American church-goers to the ancient Greeks who acted as if the Deity 
were an Athenian and were "ridiculously proud of the wrong things." 


No. 5 - February 3rd, 1956 oA oe a2 


"We have no right or reason to be proud of the colour of our skin, white or 
yellow or black or red, or the purity of our blood all red and all mixed and we 
know this," the statement declares. "The sociology and anthropology of our day 
have laid scientific approval on the racial insights that are at least as old as 
ancient Athens, Yet after 1900 years and more, we often continue to mould God 
into a white and American idol." 


Written by National Council president, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, the state~ 
ment charges every Christian church to ask itself: "Is our church door really 
open to all people for whom Christ died? What steps must we take now to show our 
repentance for the sins of our church with regard to race? Is our church's commun- 
ion .a foretaste of the fellowship of all God's children in the Kingdom of Christ?" 


The message was prepared in connection with the 1956 observance of Race 


RelationsSunday, on February 12. B.P.S., Geneva 
TRISTAN DA CUNHA library for World's Loneliest Island 


One of the loneliest islands in the world, Tristan da Cunha, fifteen hundred 
miles into the South Atlantic from Cape Town, is to receive a new Chaplain, the 
Rev. Philip H. Bell. In order to assist him in his work the United Society for 
Christian Literature is helping in the estahlishment of a Chaplain's permanent 
library on the island. 


There are about two hundred and fifty people on the island who live chiefly 
in low thatched cottages of volcanic stone; some of the cottages are lined with 
timber from wrecked ships. Tristan has been saved from its previous destitution 
by the establishment of a canning factory where the island women pack cray fish 
for export. The island is peopled mainly by the descendants of William Glass who 
stayed on there in 1817 when the first British garrison withdrew. E.P.S., Geneva 


POLAND Resolution Adopted by the Polish Ecumenical Council 


The Ecumenical Council of the Churches of Poland met on December 7th. It was 
attended by delegates from all. the affiliated churches and passed the following 
resolution: 


"}), Clergy and church members of the ecumenical churches in Poland are once 
again urged to cooperate closely in their efforts to improve the morals of the 
nation and raise the standard of life, and to support every effort to maintain 
peace, to promote peaceful international cooperation and (in this connection) the 
complete outlawing of weapons of mass destruction. 


"2, The Polish Ecumenical Council recognises the efforts of the World Council of 
Churches anc ofthe National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. to reduce 


international tension and preserve peace." E.P.S., Geneva 
EGYPT Religious Clauses of the New Constitution 


(Cairo) - Egynt's new constitution, while proclaiming Islam the State religion, 
guarantees freedom of worship and religious practices. 


It also assures to all citizens equality before the law in their rights and 
public duties, regardless of race, language or faith. Other "inalienable rights" 
include "freedom of opinion, freedom of assembly, and freedom of scientific research". 
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According to Religious News Service (New York) the new constitution also 
makes it possible for a non-Moslem to become President of the republic. The 
charter stipulates that the President must be an Egyptian of Egyptian parents, 


but does not specify any religious requirements. EeP.S., Geneva 
BELGIUM , A Demonstration of Christian Unity 


On January 19th a public demonstration took place in Charleroi during the 
week of Christian Unity. It was organised by the Catholic clergy of the town 
and by the Protestant pastors of the district. 


Observers report that the Charleroi town-hall had seldom:been so crowded.Well 
before the meeting was due to start the 1,200 seats were all occupied. An equally 
large crowd sat outside on the main staircase, and the addresses given by the 
speakers were relaid by a rapidly improvised public address system. 


The meeting was chaired by Monseigneur Himmer, Bishop of the diocese, and 
by Pastor Thonger, President of the Federation of the Protestant Churches of 
Belgium. It was opened by a pastor and closed by the senior priest of the town. 
The latter asked the congregation to stand and say the Lord's Prayer aloud to- 
gether. "It was the first time in history", writes "Paix et Liberté", the Belgian 
Protestant weekly, "that the Christian people in the Charleroi district had an 
opportunity to demonstrate their unity by reciting the prayer which Jesus bequeath- 
ed to all his followers, without distirction. The fervent way in which the prayer 
was said was most impressive." 


The subject chosen by those organising the meeting was: "The Mission of the 
Church". A professor from Louvain University spoke for the Roman Catholic Church. 
He was followed by a priest from the Greek Orthodox Church and a Protestant 
pastor. "None of the three speakers Was at all polemical..., their remarks were 
very positive, and made thoughtful people in the congregation realise their 
common Christian heritage, which is apt to be overlooked; at the same time they 
emphasised the unbridgeable differences between them." 


This meeting "made a deep impression through its sincerity, its loyalty and 
its fraternal spirit, although each of the speakers expressed himself with great 
warmth and conviction." BeP.S.e, Geneva 


GE RMA NY The Indivisibility of the Church 


(Berlin) - On Jamary 26th 1956 the authorities of the Evangelical Church of 
Berlin-Brandenburg discussed the decree passed by the Ministry for Home Affairs 
of the German Democratic Republic of which a report was published by the State 
Press Agency (ADN) in Eastern Germany. The decree prohibited workers in the 
Railway-Station Mission from having any contacts with West Berlin or Western 
Germany (see E.P.S. No. 4). 


The Church authorities declared: "Inasmuch as this measure is directed 
against contacts with church organisations in West Berlin and Western Germany, 
it is directed against the unity of the Evangelical Church in its order and 
administration. Therefore the vhurch authorities appeal to the resolution passed 
by the provincial Synod on August 10th, 1952, in a similar situation: 


"The unity of the Church of Berlin-Brandenburg is based on unity of faith 
in the one Lord Jesus Christ. On this foundation of unity God has made our Church 
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into a living community, which is given ccncrete form through its Synods, its 
church authorities, its administration and its order. The Church must preserve 
this unity." 


In conclusion the church authorities stressed the fact that this decision 
applied to all the organisations run by the Church, as well as to the Church 


itself. E.P.S., Geneva 
Ueoeoelts Subjects for Theological Theses 


What subjects do theological students in the USSR choose for their theses? 
This question is answered in the last number of the "Journal of the Moscow Patriar- 
chate" (No. 12, 1955). In the theological academy of Leningrad four students 
presented theses on biblical questions. One was entitled "The Piblical Symbol of 
the Worker in the Vineyard". Another deals with "The Pastoral Service of the 
Great Prophets" and describes how the clergy of the Orthodox Church can follow 
their example. 


Some of the younger students were interested in subjects connected with 
church history, monasticism and the rdle of outstanding church leaders in mational 
reconstruction. Thus one candidate wrote on the importance of M.P. Pogodin for 
the renaissance of the Slav spirit. Other theses dealt with "The Participation 
of the Orthodox Clergy in the War of Liberation of the Ukrainian People in the 
XVIIth Century" and "Christianity among the Latvian Peoples in the X1Ith and 
XIiITIth Centuries". 


Other students wrote about the early fathers, one thesis being entitled 
"Saint Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, as Portrayed in his Works". Theses on "The 
Importance of the Dogma of Jesus Christ, the God-Man, for Man's Moral and 
Religious Life" and "The Moral Importance of Prayer in Russian Literature" are 
being published in the "Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate". 


Such subjects as "The Figure of the Messiah in the Gospel according to St. 
Matthew" and "The Characteristics of Russian Preaching at the End of the 19th 
and Beginning of the 20th Century" show'that the young Russian theologians have 
a very wide range of interests and that they are endeavouring to be worthy 


servants of the Christian Church." EeP.o-, Geneva 
NO RWAY The Bishops! Opinions on the Ordination of Women 


The nine bishops of the Norwegian Lutheran Church are at present undertaking 
a thorough inquiry into the question whether women should be ordained. 


In 1938 a law was passed in Norway, according to which no woman could become 
a pastor without the approval of the congregation. The State wants to repeal this 
law and is supported in this view by two bishops - the Bishop of Hamar and the 
Bishop of Northern Heligoland. The other seven bishops and the two theological 
faculties (the Free Faculty and the State Faculty) have both advised the Govern- 
ment to atandon the idea of repealing this 1%, But the Government wants to 
repeal it, because any legal restriction on the activities of women is contrary 
to the Declaration ofHuman Rights, which Norway would like to ratify uncondition- 
ally e 
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In the opinion of the majority of bishops the law restricting the liberty 
of women in the Church should remain in force, because it guarantees the inrer 
freedom of the Church. The two bishops who advocate repealing the law suggest 
that it should be transferred to ecclesiastical law. This would enable the state 
to sign the Declaration of Human Rights. 


No woman has been ordiined since 1938. But now 33 women have completed 
their theological studies. Twenty-three of them are engaged in mission work, 
youth work, and similar tasks. Twelve are teachers. Only one is working ina 
parish in Oslo. There is general agreement that ways should be found to use 


women theologians in active church work. E.P.S., Geneva 
JAPAN Between Buddhism and Christianity © 


The position of Christianity in Japan is described by Professor Emil Brunner 
of Zurich, who recently returned from a long stay in Tokyo where he has been 
lecturing at the International Christian University. His views are set out in an 
article in the Stuttgart periodical "Christ und Welt", "The number of Christians 
who are members of a church is barely half of one per cent of the population 
(total:80 million). The number is increasing very slowly. At the beginning the 
number went up with a rush, because at that time Christianity was regarded as an 
inherent part of Western civilisation." The connection between them ig now an 
obstacle to Christianity. Japan, like the whole of Asia, has been caught up in a 
nationalist, anti-occidental movement which is proving a grave obstacle to the 
growth of Christianity. 


Through his lectures on Christian ethics at the International Christian 
University, Professor Brunner was able to get in touch with nearly all types 
of students, and also with a wide variety of occupational groups in Japan, He 
says that there are millions of people in Japan who are deeply influenced by 
Christianity, although they are not members of a Christian church. They are 
very close to the Christian faith especially in questions concerming education > 
and in their general conception of life. 


Side by side with the churches, which have grown up as the result of mission- 
ary work, there is therefore "another movement which calls itself Mukyokai, 
‘Christians Outside the Church'". Outstanding personalities like Dr. Janaihara, 
president of Tokyo University, are members of this movement. "I got the impression 
that it possesses a considerable amount of Christian vitality," commented Profes- 
sor Brunner. "Unfortunately it dislikes the Church intensely, and the feeling is 
mutual." Professor Brunner was endeavouring "to bring Church and non-Church to- 
gether" and his efforts were not unsuccessful. He said the non-Church movement 
is extremely important, "because it is the only geminely Japanese form of 
Christianity, whereas the Church usually bears the stamp of American Christian- 
ity". 

One great problem is the rapid deterioration in the knowledge of the Bible. 
In order to read a newspaper one must be familiar with at least 15,00C Japanese 
Signs. Literary education is not as good as formerly, and this also means a 
falling off in the traditional religion of Japan. "It is true, one hears a great 
deal about a religious renewal, a revival of Buddhism and Shintoism and the rise 
of new forms of religion, This phenomenon is revealed in the statistics about 
offerings and about the numbers taking part in religious festivals; but the 
figures are ambiguous. Neither the Buddhist sects (the largest of which have 
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several million members) nor Shintoism can assert that these members really 
believe in the official doctrine, or that attendance at festivals and sacrifidal 
ceremonies means anything more than a desire to participate in the traditions of 


Japan. 


"The proclamation of the Emperor shortly after the war", continues Professor 
Brunner, "in which he declared himself to be an ordinary man and not a god, has 
probably been over-estimated by us in the West. Although it was an official 
doctrine that the imperial family was descended from the goddess Amaterasu, only 
a few very simple people really believed it. And that raises the question whether 
the Shintoists really believe anything. And with regard to Buddhism my impression 
was that it is alive as a philosophy but not as a religion. The incursion of the 
West has shaken Japanese civilisation to its foundations. That is why the Japan- 
ese, especially the young people, are an easy prey for Communism. 


"Japan uas accepted western civilisation, but without accepting the Christ- 
ian faith which is its foundation. It is losing its own spiritual home, Buddhism. 
The result is a dangerous spiritual vacuum. The future of Japan will depend on how 
how this vacuum is filled. Humanly speaking, it is very improbable that Christian- 
ity will become the basis of Japanese civilisation within any predictable period.. 


"However, there is a much broader basis of Christian democratic ideas than 
the small percentage of church-members would lead one to assume. The main problem 


of Japan is to strengthen this basis and to broaden it." B.P.S., Geneva 
AUSTRALIA Asian Immigration Advocated 


A National Christian Adult Convention called by the Methodist Church has 
adopted a declaration suggesting a quota system for Asians wishing to settle 
permanently in Australia. The declaration says that the step would be "a token 
of our belief in racial equality". 


The proposal for quotas is linked with a plea for abandonment of Australia's 
present administration of its immigration laws. This excludes Asians from perma- 
nent residence in virtually all cases (see also E.P.S. No. 5, 1955). 


The convention was part of the programme of the "Mission to the Nation" led 
by the Rev. Alan Walker of Sydney, now in its fourth year. 


The convention, held in Melbourne, was attended by 620 delegates. Delegates 
advocated ending the manufacture and testing of hydrogen bombs. They said that 
people should "refuse to support any policy which plans the use of nuclear and 
germ warfare." They described war as "contrary to the spirit and teachings of 
Christ" and opposed its use as an "instrument of national policy". 


Other parts of the statement called for "proper respect for political 
opponents" in public life in Australia, profit-sharing in industry and the sett- 
ing up of a national Home and Family Week fo further Christian home life. 


Speakers at the Convention included the Rev. Philip Potter of Haiti, who 
is visiting Australia as a Secretary in the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches, Geneva. BeP.S., Geneva 
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SPAIN "Closure of Seminary Violates Tacit Government Agreement" 


Details of a strong petition of protest, sent to the Spanish Government by 
evangelical church leaders following the closing of the Union Theological Seminary 
in Madrid (see E.P.S. Nos. 4 and 5), have been made public. 


It has been disclosed that Spanish Protestants have not yet been allowed to 
see the order of the Ministry of the Interior under which police closed the Semin- 
ary on January 23rd. The police record, describing in detail the actual procedure 
by which nine of the principal rooms of the Seminary were sealed, states that the 
Minister ordered the institution, in all its departments, closed because it was 
operating "without authorisation". The police warn that grave responsibilities 
willbe incurred by the Seminary administration if the school "continues to func- 
tion in other buildings without authorisation". 


The Spanish Protestant leaders have responded, in their petition for per- 
mission to resume Seminary operations, that the Seminary has been operating in 
its present form "from 1947 until this day with manifest, tacit, official mnsent". 
This theological centre, established in 1883 in the south of Spain as an Irish 
Presbyterian foundation, has never before in its 73-year history been closed by 
the government. In 1928 it began to operate in its present quarters in Madrid as 
an interdenominational school. Its work was interrupted a decade later by war 
conditions, but not by government order. The casual reference in the police record 
describing the sudden closure of the Seminary rooms is the first indication to the 
seminary that it needed authorisation for its work. 


Well known to the various Spanish governments since 1883, the Seminary was 
investigated by the police at the time of its reopening with ecumenical support 
in 1947. The government rationing office at once provided it with the ration cards 
indispensable to its existence. Neither then nor during the frequent police visits 
in the ensuing nine years has the question of government authorisation ever before 
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been raiser. The Spanish Protestant churches, it is reported, consequently regrad 
the recent closure as an abrupt and unwarranted act, menacing what they regard 

as their meagre right under the present Spanish Charter. They argue in their 
petition to the Minister of the Interior: 


"The tolerance accorded or conceded us by Article 4 of the Spanish Charter 
implies necessarily the existence of Spanish Protestant pastors and, therefore, 
of an institution which prepares for such a ministry. 


"Even that private worship which is explicitly and positively authorised 
under the Charter would be impossible without the existence of these pastors. 


"The legal fact of open chapels and churches - in considerable number - 
requires a theologically trained pastoral ministry to guide the congregations 
of the above-mentioned churches and chapels." 


The petition, dated January 24, is signed ry the heads of the Spanish 
Evangelical Church and the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church, Dr. Manuel 
Gutierrez Marin and Bishop-Elect Santos Molina. The Spanish Evangelical Church 
is a member of the World Council of Churches, and the Spanish Reformed Episcopal 
Church is closely associated with it in various ecumenical projects. 


The writers conclude: 


"We beseech your Excellency to consider in justice the gravity of the case 
and to take appropriate measures in order that the Union Theological Seminary 
may be able to resume the activities it has been exercising so far. 


"God guard your Excellency for many years." 


The Union Theological Seminary has been housed since it moved to Madrid in 
"El Porvenir", the largest Protestant building in Spain, a foundation of Pastor 
Fritz Fliedner, the first representative of German friends of Evangelical work 
in Spain. In this building, erected in 1892, many other branches of Sranish 
Protestant work are also housed. With the closing of the Seminary almost all of 
these other activities, with the notable exception of regular services in the 
Chapel, are likewise forbidden. Further details on these other losses are now 


being gathered. B.P.S., Geneva 
INDIA Towards a Christian Study of Social Change 


(Bombay) - A conference of "foremost Christian political scientists, economists 
and sociologists" held in Bombay has urged the National Christian Council in 
India to cooperate with the World Council of Churches in a study of Christian 
social responsibility towards industrial and rural India. 


The suggestion followed a three-day meeting held during January at Bombay. 
The meeting had been called by the N.C.C. of India, the Christian Institute for 
the Study of Society, and the Committee for Literature for Social Concerns, in 
cooperation with the World Council of Churches, This was the second ina series 
of regional meetings. The first was in Latin America last November. The total 
programme of the Division of Studies of the World Council calls for a practical 
investigation of the common Christian responsibility toward areas of rapid social 
change. Plans are also in hand for work in Africa and the Middle East. 


The Bombay Conference considered the "Socialistic Pattern of Society in 
India." This is the officially adopted description of the objective of the five 
year plans of the government of India. 
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Reports presented to the meeting were intended "to study the political, 
economic and social goals and techniques of New India with a view to define the 
crucial problems". 


They include a declaration that "authoritarian and totalitarian alternatives 
to social transformation remain attractive to many in India." Therefore "it is 
necessary in our country, to justify the present parliamentary system of govern- 
ment and to show how responsible democratic government could be stengthened both 
in producing rapid economic development and equitable distribution and in enabl- 
ing the citizens of India to participate more fully in the life of the nation." 


It was recommended that study be given to the question as to how far private 
property should be regarded as a fundamental human right, and, at the same time 
to the limits of state action. 


"In a society composed of several religious communities", says the report of 
the political commission, “the secular state is indispensable... We believe that 
it is necessary constantly to restate and redefine what is meant by a secular 
state, particularly when many people daily identify Indian culture with Hindu 
culture," 


"Great concern" was expressed "at the presence of widespread corruption, 
nepotism and casteism in the life of the nation". The political commission re- 
commended study of "the ways in which other, new and healthy patterns of life 
and thought can be fostered." 


The Commission felt that "in the absence of an effective opposition there 
is a great need in India today for agencies other than political parties, such 
as the press, universities, social, cultural and religious groups, to take a 
keener interest in the conduct of national affairs". It recommended that the 
churches consider setting up a body to "make a constructive contritution to the 
political life of the nation by appraising the work of government and express-— 
ing a Christian mind in day to day affairs." 


Proposals from other commissions included one to assist the growth of the 
cc-operative movement in the villages as a form of Christian adult education and 
practical measures to reduce "the great disparity that exists between urban and 
rural congregations." Among listed subjects for study is "the effect of legisla- 
tion on the practice of untouchability in the villages." 


The conference divided into sections to consider four major topics: the 
Political Life of India; the Economic Development of India (Second Five Year 
Plan); the Changing Village Society; Problems of India's Urban Areas. It was 
Opened by Dr. John Matthai, formerly Finance Minister of India and now of the 
State Bank of India and vice-chancellor of the University of Bombay. Visitors 
included Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the W.C.C., Dr. Hobert 
C. Mackie, chairman of the Council's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees, and Dr. Rajah B. Manikam, Bishop of Tranquebar and East Asia 
Secretary of the International Missionary Council and W.C.C. 


The conference was attended by forty people, including a few theologians. 
It was organised by Mr. M.M, Thomas of the Mar Thoma Church (Travancore), Staff 
Consultant of the Department on Church and Sogiety, W.C.C., Geneva. The Executive 
Secretary of the Department is the Rev. Paul Abrecht (Baptist, U.S.A.). 
E.P.S., Geneva 
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INDIA No Regulation of Religious Conversions 


A private member's Bill to regulate religious conversiors was introduced 
into the Indian parliament at Delhi in December last year and was rejected by an 
overwhelming majority after a speech by the Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru, strong- 
ly criticising the Bill. Mr Nehru in the course of his speech said that they 
were dealing with a subject which must inevitably create some emitement in 
people's minds. There could be no doubt that in the name of conversion or re- 
ligious activity much evil was done. This was not confined, Mr. Nehru added, to 
the votaries of any particular religion. Votaries of every religion sometimes 
overstepped the limits of decency - not all of them, but some votaries. 


Mr. Nehru recalled that the question of the regulation of conversions had 
been hotly debated at the time of the Constituent Assembly, byt it had been 
dropped since they had come to the conclusion that it was better not to have 
any such thing, because they could not find a really adequate and suitable 
formula which could not be abused later on. Questions of coercion and deception 
could be dealt with by the ordinary law of the land and it was unwise to give 
the police too much power to intervene everywhere. He went on to say that per- 
sonally he would not pass such a measure unless it had the fullest support of 
all the principal parties who were likely to be affected by it. If the measure 
was intended to apply to Christians the real decision in the matter should rest 
with the Christian members of the House. 


Mr. Nehru appealed to the mover to withdraw the Bill. He completely recog- 
nised that there were evils of which the member had complained, but they must 
deal with these evils in their own way. Christianity, Mr. Nehru said, was one 
of the important religions of India, established in the country centuries ago. 
They must not do anything which gave rise to any feeling of oppression or 
suppression in the minds of their Christian friends and fellow-countrymen, 
Asked wha% alternative methods he would suggest, Mr. !ehru replied that the 
method was not "attack", An aggressive attitude is not the type to deal with 
things of this kind. The approach should be firm, tolerant and friendly. 


In the debate both Christian and Muslim members criticised the Bill. The 
mover sought leave to withdraw the Bill but this was opposed by one member and 
the Bill was therefore put to the vote and defeated by an overwhelming majority. 


The Bill had been discussed by the Executive of the National Christian 
Council of India at its committee meeting in October and there had been some 
disquiet among Christians before the debate in Parliament. Since then there has been 
no meeting of the National Christian Council and no statement has been issued. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Conference for Promoting Prayer for Unity Envisaged 


(London) - The formation of a consultative conference on a broader basis to 
promote prayer for Christian Unity was envisaged at a meeting in London on 
January 20th. 


Representatives of the Anglican Community of St, John the Evangelist, the 
Community of the Resurrection and of the Society of St. Francis, which had 
previously taken the responsibility for preparing the Call to Prayer, were 
present, along with Methodist and Congregational ministers, and representatives 
of the interested organisations. 
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The meeting decided that: 


"An interdenominational consultative conference be formed to promote prayer 
for unity and in particular the observance of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity from January 18 to 25 each year; 


"the conference be known as the Conference for Promoting Prayer for Unity, 
and consist of persons and representatives of organisations who are able to 
further its objects, particularly in the councils of religious bodies, in the 
publication of articles in magazines, etc., and in the production and dissemina- 
tion of literature to suit denominational needs; 


"the conference meet annually to exchange information and to consider any 
matters affecting prayer for unity." 


The invitation to be sent out will preserve a link between the new con- 
ference and the work of the late Abbé Couturier of Lyons, France. Abbé Couturier 
was the instigator of the Universal Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

B.P.S., Geneva 


ICELAND Iceland's Church Jubilee Commemorated by Special Stamp Issue 


The Icelandic Post Office has just issued a new series of stamps to commemor- 
ate the 900th anniversary of the ordination of the first Icelandic bishop. The 
stamps will be issued with a surcharge, the proceeds of which will be given to 
the fund for the erection of a church in Skalholt, Iceland's old episcopal 
residence and cultural. centre. The values of the stamps will be 0.75, 1.25 and 
1.75 kr. The stamps bear the pictures of Skalholt's old cathedral, long since 


pulled down, and of two of the most famous Icelandic bishops, E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Church Leaders to Visit Soviet Russia 


(New York) - A National Council of Churches deputation to religious leaders in 
the Soviet Union will leave on March 9 and will remain in Russia for a period 
of ten days. 


This decision was taken in response to the recommendation of the Department 
of International Affairs and the Division of Christian Life and Work, and was in 
harmony with the Appeal of the 1954 Evanston Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches "to the representatives of the churches in those countries between 
which tension exists to visit one another." 


The President of the National Council, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, addressed 
a cable to His Holiness Patriarch Alexei, under date of June 8, 1955, informing 
him of the action of tne General Board. In this cable the President said: "We 
desire to participate in this process of conference between Christian leaders 
as a means of increasing mutual understanding and making manifest the spiritual 
fellowship which is ours in Christ." 


The General Secretary of the National Council of Churches, in a letter to 
Metropolitan Nikolai in Moscow, under date of January 4, 1956, stated that the 
National Council deputation would consist of the following persons: Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, president of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A., the Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, presiding bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the United Lutheran Church 
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in America, Mr. Charles C. Parlin, Methodist lay member of the General Board of 
the National Council of Churches, Dr. Herbert Gezork, member of the Department 
of International Affairs, National Council of Churches, Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, 
associate general secretary, National Council of Churches, Dr. Walter W. Van 
Kirk, executive director, Department of International Affairs, National Council 
of Churches, and Dr. Paul B. Anderson, member of the Council's Department of 
International Affairs. 


A deputation of churchmen from the Soviet Union expects to arrive in the 


United States on or about June lst. E.P.S., Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKTA New Bishop of Olomouc 


The Rev. Professor Frank M. Hnik has been elected as Bishop of Olomouc by 
the clergy and lay representatives of the Czechoslovak Church at their Diocesan 
Assembly. His consecration will take place on February 25th, 1956. 


Before World War II Dr Eaik was vwal-known in England. He was associated 
with the late Archbishop William Temple of Canterbury in the formation of the 
Anglo-Czechoslovak Christian Fellowship. 


Since 1945 he has served as professor of Social Theology and Dean of the John 
Hus Theological Faculty. 


Dr. liinik has analysed trends in the Ecumenical movement in a forthcoming 


book to be called "The Church in Time of Decision". E.P.S., Geneva 
FINLAND New Centre for Ecumenical Work 


The ecumenical ent: sprise of the Church of Finland will be promoted through 
an Institute for Ecumenical and Missionary Studies recently opened in the Univer- 
sity of Helsinki, The Institute is connected with the theological faculty. 


The director of the Institute is the Professor of Dogmatics in the univer- 
sity, the Rev. Dr. Osmo Tiilila. Executive work has been entrusted to the Fev. 
Seppo A. Teinonen. Mr. Teinonen is assistant secretary of the Ecumenical Council 
of Finland, foreign secretary of the Information Service of the Church of Finland 
and secretary of the Finnish Society for Missionary Research. 


The new Institute's address is: Mirsiological and Ecumenical Institute of 
the University of Helsinki, Faculty of Theology, University of Helsinki, Helsinki, 
Finland. It will cocperate with the World Council of Churches in the furthering 
of ecumenical studies and the interpretation of the ecumenical movement in and 
through the life of the congregations of the Church of Finland. E.P.S., Geneva 
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As E.P.S. goes to press the following news bulletin has 
been received from the World Council of Churches! Execut-— 
ive Committee at Gilbulla, Australia. 


SPAIN World Council Protests Against Closing of Seminary 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting in Gilbulla, 
Australia, issued a statement on Tuesday, February 7, protesting against the 
closing of the Union Theological Seminary (Protestant) in Madrid on January 23rd. 


The resolution passed by the Executive Committee says: 


"Deeply disturbed by the news that the Protestant Theological Seminary in 
Madrid has been closed by the action of the Spanish authorities, the Executive 
Committee of the World Council protests against this most serious infringement 
of religious liberty which at the very time of Spain's entrance into the United 
Nations contradicts the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the principle 
of respect for the rights of religious minorities." 


The Executive Committee has instructed the General Secretariat of the World 
Council of Churches and the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
to take all appropriate steps "to secure continuation of the theological seminary 
which performs an indispensable service for the Spanish Protestant churches." ° 
B.P.oe, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 


1956 
Feb. 12-17 WCC, Work Camp study grour Herrenalb/Germany 
until Feb.15. WCC, Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies Bossey 
Feb. 16-19 WCCAICCE Youth Departments Committee Princeton/USA 
Feb. 18-20 YMCA, Executive groups of Standing Committees 
€@xtension, Finance, Young Men's Work, Refugees) Geneva 
Feb. 21-23 World Alliance of Reformed Churches, North Pittsburgh, Pa/ 
American Area Council USA 
Feb. 21-24 LWF Committee meetings in connection with Minneapolis/ 
1957 Assembly USA 
Feb. 21-25 YMCA, President's Committee Geneva 
Feb. 21 WSCF, Theological Students Conference Bangkok/Thailand 
- March 6 
Feb. 24-29 WSCF, Officers! Meeting Bossey 
March 1-5 WSCF, Ecumenical Consultation Bossey 
March 10-11 wcc, Staff Retreat Bossey 
March 12-17 YWCA-Seminar on the Status of Women Geneva 
March 14-19 WCC, Inter-Church Aid & Refugees, European 
Fraternal Workers Retreat Bossey 
March 19-25 Ecumenical Scout Conference Biévres, Paris 
March 22-25 Ecumenical Institute, Consultation on Applica- 
tion of Atomic Energy Bossey 
March 24-25 YMCA Physical Education Committee Germany or 
England 
March 26-29 YMCA, European Basketball clinic Germany 


April 3-8 WCC Consultation on the Training of the Laity Bossey 
April 9-13 LWF Commission on Stewardship & Congregational 


Life Oslo 
April 12-13 wCC, Inter—Church Aid & Refugees, 
Administrative Committee Geneva 
April 18-20 United Bible Societies, Sub-Committee on 
Translation New York 
April 23-27 LWF, Minority Churches Conference Switzerland 
April 23-27 Ecumenical Institute, Course for USA 
Chaplains in Europe Bossey 
April 23 Ecumenical Youth Leaders' Conference Berlin 
- May 1 
April 30 WCC, Department of Information, Consultation 
- May 4 on the Use of Audiovisual Media by the 


European Churches Bossey 
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May 7-9 
May 7-9 


May 15-23 
May 16-22 
May 21-25 
May 22-24 
May 25 


- June 8 


May 28 
—- June 2 


June 
June 9-13 


June 11-16 


June 16-17 


dune 29 

- July 6 
July 1-12 
July 1-14 
July 2-9 
July 4-8 
July 5-9 
July 9-10 


July 9-14 


July 10-20 


Hohe 


WCC, Division of Studies, Staff Meeting 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference on the Problems 


of Refugees 


YMCA Conference on "Young People and Peaceful 
Use of Atomic Energy" 


WCC, Youth Department, Work Camp Leaders! 
Conference 


Second Beirut Conference on the problem of 
Arab Refugees from Palestine (IMC /AICC) 


WCC, Division of Ecumenical Action, Staff 
Meeting 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for Ministers 


weC, Inter-Church Aid & Refugees, Annual 
Consultation 


WCC, Youth Lepartment, European Working Group 


Furopean Conference on Christian Education 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference on Education 
and the Armed Forces 


WCC, Youth Department, Unofficial Conference 


on "Youth Political Questions in Europe" spon- 


sored by National Ecumenical Europ 2an Youth 
Secretaries 


WCC, Youth Department Conference 
IMC Staff Conference 
World YWCA Executive Committee 


WCC, Youth Department, Consultation on 
"Integration" 


YMCA, Meeting of Presidents and General 
Secretaries of National Movements in Europe 


WCC, Division of Studies, Consultation of the 
Biblical Study on the Lordship of Christ 


YMCA, Pre-Executive meetings: Boys! Work 
Committee, National General Secretaries, etc. 


WCC, Division of Studies, Conference on "The 
Responsible Society in National and Inter- 
national Affairs" 


AS 


Bossey 


Bossey 


Mainau/ 
Bodensee 


Bossey 


Beirut / 
Lebanon 


Bossey 


Bossey 


les Rasses/ 
Switzerland 


(?) 


Amsterdam/ 
Holland 


Bossey 


(2) 


Bossey 


Selwyn College, 
Cambridge 


Crét Bérard/ 
Switzerland 


Bossey 


.Mainau/ 


Bodensee 


Arnol dshain/ 
Germany 


Gere va 


Arnoldshain/ 
Germany 


Ecumenical Institute, Vacation Course for Laymen Bossey 
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July 11-18 
July 13-14 


July 15-18 


July 16-18 
July 14419 


July 17-18 
July 17-18 
July 17-20 
July 19-20 
July 19-23 
July 21-23 
July 22-25 
July 24 

- August 1 


July 26-28 
duly 28 


- August 5 
August 2-7 
August 3-8 


August 4-24 


August 5-7 
August 7-11 


August 8-11 


August 8-12 


ey paps 


YMCA, Executive Committee of World Alliance 
IMC Officers! Conference 


wCC, Division of Studies, Consultation on the 
Training of the Ministry 


LWF Commission on Inner Missions 


WCC Consultation on the Cooperation of Men and 
Women in Church and Society 


World Council of Christian Education and Sunday 
School Association, Board of Managers 


WCC, Division of Studies, Proselytism 
Committee 


WCC, Division of Studies, Faith & Order 
Working Committee 


Joint YMCA/YWCA Commission meeting 


WCC Working Committee Meeting of Departments 
of the Divisions of Studies and Ecumenical 
Action 


IMCAVCC Joint Committee 
CCIA Executive 


Ecumenical Institute, Vacation Course for 
Local Church Workers and Officers 


WCC Executive Committee 


WCC Central Committee 


Conference of the German SCM in cooperation 
with WSCF 


Course on "YMCA Work in Secondary Schools" 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for Theological 
Students 


Hungarian Faith and Order meeting 


World Alliance of Reformed Churches, 
Executive Committee 


WSCF Consultations on Race Questions, Politics, 
University Teachers 


Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchentag (Ecumenical 
Laymen's Rally) 


Geneva 
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Selwyn College, 


Cambridge 


Arnoldshain/ 


Germany 


Berlin 


Germany 


London 


Arnoldshain/ 


Germany 


Herrenalb/ 
Germany 


Geneva 


Herrenalb/ 
Germany 


Herrenalb/ 
Germany 


Herrenalb / 
Germany 


Bossey 
Vienna 


Hungary 


Mannheim/ 
Germany 


Mainau/ 
Bodensee 


Bossey 
Hungary 


Prague 


Mannheim and 


Herrenalb/ 
Germany 


Frankfurt / 
Germany 
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August 


August 
August 


August 
August 


August 
August 


August 
August 


August 


August 


August 
August 


August 


aL 


12-26 
13-18 


13-19 
14-15 


15-18 
16-21 


20-28 
21-26 


22~29 


24-31 


26-28 
28-31 


26 


- Sept. 4 


Sept. 6-10(?) 


Sept. 12-19 


Sept. 25-28 
October 1 


 Hepet5, 1957 


November 


December 


Dec. 


8-11 


ah k= 


LWF Commission on World Missions 


WSCF, General Committee 


IMC's Committee on the Christian Approach 
to the Jews 


LiF, Luther Research Conference 


World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Adminis- 
trative Committee of the European Area 


LWF Commission on World Service 


World Alliance of Reformed Churches, 
European Area Council 


IWF Commission on Theology 


Annual Conference of the Brethren Service 
Commission in Europe 


YMCA, Young Men's Conference on "Implica- 
tions of the Paris Basis" 


WCC, Faith & Order, Theological Commission on 
Christ and the Church, European Secticn 


LWF Committee on Latin America 


WCC, Faith & Order, European Theological 
Commission on Tradition 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference on the 
Church and Rural Life 


Ecumenical Institute, Consultation with 
Church Historians 


WCC/IMC Conference on Christian Convictions 
and Attitude in [elation to the Jewish People 


United Bible Societies, Standing Committee 


WCC, Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies. 


YWCA International Seminar in connection with 
UNESCO General Conference 


YMCA Conferences for South and East Asia: 
Leadership, Rural Work, Young Men 


YMCA, World Consultation on Health and 
Physical Education 
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Juraldsverk/ 
Norway 


Tutzing /Germany 


Stockholm (?) 
Aarhus /Denmark 


Emden/ 
Germany 


England 


Emden/ 
Germany 


Goteborg/Sweden 


Kassel /Germany 


Winchester/ 
England 


Oxford/ 
England 


(?) 
Copenhagen 
Bossey 
Bossey 


Bossey 
Bandung /Indonesia 


Bossey 


New Delhi / 
India 


Indonesia (7?) 


Melbourne / 
Australia 
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UNITED STATES Intensive Preparations for Faith and Order Meeting 


Fourteen U.S. and two Canadian study groups, from Saskatoon to Honolulu, 
are now at work preparing for the North American Conference on Faith and Order. 
This meeting will bring together 500 participants at Oberlin College, Ohio, on 
September 3-10, 1957, to discuss problems of church unity on the North American 
continent (see E.P.S. Nos, 25, 45, 1955). 


Taking part in the U.S. groups thus far are 190 representatives from 32 
churches, including eight which do not belong to the National Council of Churches: 
Advent Christian, Southern Baptist, Free Methodist, Mission Covenant, Serbian 
Orthodox, liennonite, Missouri Synod Lutheran, and Slovak Evangelical Lutheran. 

In all, eleven members of Orthodox churches are included in the groups. Among 
the 44 lay participants, the presence of 20 women is especially to be noted. 
There are 25 members from minority racial groups. 


A study guide is being written by Professor Paul Minear, the secretary on 
Study and Programme, who defines the aims of the groups as "the shaping of an 
ecumenical mind, the patient wrestling with subtle antagonisms, the gradual 
development of togetherness in thought and action". Between April and June the 
secretary of the world Council's Faith and Order Commission, Dr. J. Robert 
Nelson, will meet with the groups in ten U.S. and Canadian cities, as well as 
with the Committee on Arrangements on April 16th in New York. City. 


Other related projects include a Conference on Ecumenicity, to take place 
in Pittsburgh on April 23-24. Local and state councils are being encouraged to 
follow the example of the Massachusetts Council of Churches, which has approved 
a programme of study for 1956-57 directly related to the theme of the Oberlin 
Conference. B.P.S., Geneva 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
Churches and Christian Movements. It is theretazgm@@lM@ase held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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NETHERLANDS An Ecumenical Photographic Exhibition 


Church life around the world is feature ins travelling photographic exhibi- 
tion now appearing in the major cities of the Netherlands under the auspices of 
the Dutch Ecumenical Council. 


The exhibition was produced by Dr. F. Visser of the Interchurch Visual Aids 
Bureau in the Netherlands in cooperation with the Information Department of the 
World Council of Churches. 


"This is the first major ecumenical exhibit since the iJorld Council of 
Churches! Evanston Assembly in 1954", John Taylor, secretary for visual services 
of the world Council of Churches, says. 


"There is a growing consciousness on the part of the churches of the import- 
ance of using modern display techniques," Mr. Taylor comments. "The Dutch exhibit 
will be shown at.a large commercial fair in Amsterdam in March where it will 
reach many people who would not otherwise see what the churches are doing to- 
gether." 


In addition to the current travelling exhibition in the Netherlands, many 
other national church councils have taken the initiative in preparing smaller 
ecumenical exhibits. The Information Department which encourages this pattern 
has furnished hundreds of mounted enlarged pictures both of the work of the 
World Council of Churches and of different ways of worship around the world. 

B.P.o., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Church Attendance Sets Record 


(New-York) - Church attendance set an all-time record in 1955, according to "The- 
Religious Newsweekly" of the National Council of Churches in the USA. Approximat- 
ely 49,600,000 persons - 49% of the total adult population - attended services 

in the average week during the year, according to the results of a sample poll 
made by the American Institute of Public Opinion. 


The figure represents an increase of 12,200,000 a week over 1950 and 
2,600,000 over 1954, It compares with slightly more than one third (374) of the 
adult population who reported they attended church in 1940 and 39% in 1950. It 
is based on surveys made by the Institute during sample weeks in February, May, 
June, September and December by Institute director, Dr. George Gallup. 


Baster Sunday services drew the biggest congregation. A special survey 
shows 60,400,000 persons - nearly six in ten adult Americans - were in church 
on that day. 


An analysis of study figures indicates church-going is about the same in 
all sections of the country, except in the Far West where the figures are "sub- 
stantially lower", and shows little variance in attendance at different seasons 
of the year. It found Catholics were generally more faithful in attendance (74%) 
than Protestants (42%) and Protestants than Jews (27%). Women outnumbered men 
(54% to 43%) and college graduates outnumbered high school graduates (53% to 
49%), who in turn outnumbered those who had attended only grade school (47%). 

B.P.5., Geneva 


No. 7 - February 17th, 1956 ~ 3 50 


JAPAN Church Women in Japan 


(Tokyo) - Women of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) have been the 
most active group in supporting the home mission evangelism programme of the 
church. During the past year the women raised one million yen toward the nine 
million yen budget for home mission work. 


In a recent meeting in Tokyo, chairmen of the Jomen's Departments in each of 
of the 14 districts of the Kyodan met with the national Women's Department 
committee members to evaluate their work and make plans for the coming year. 


In order to train women of the church for their job inthe Christian education 
of children and youth in the home, there will be six district training conferenc- 
es in the coming year. 


These conferences are part of the youth emphasis in the Kyodan church this 
year. The women will be concerned both with evangelism in their homes and evangel- 
istic efforts to reach other homes. 


Plans are being made for closer cooperation between the women of the church 
and women missionaries in their areas. Two women missionaries will be appointed 
to the Central Jomen's Department Committee. The church women hope to be able 


to strengthen the work of the missionaries more directly. HePeSe, Geneva 
RUMANTA Honorary Degree for Metropolitan Nikolai 


Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutice and Kolomna has received an Honorary Degree 
from the Protestant Theological Academy in Cluj-Kolsozvar, Rumania. The ceremony 
was attended by a number of church dignitaries, by the representatives of the 
State Department of Religion and the Rumanian Academy of Science. 

BeP.oe, Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM C.C.1.A. Action on Madrid Seminary Closing 


Christian people in Britain are aroused over the arbitrary closing of the 
Protestant Theological Seminary in Madrid, according to Sir Kenneth Grubb, 
United Kingdom, chairman of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs. 


The C.C.1.A., which was established by the orld Council of Churches and 
the International Missionary Council, has 22 commissions in various countries 
throughout the world. Full information on the closing of the Seminary (see E.P.S. 
Nos. 4, 5 and 6) has been communicated to these national commissions asking them 
to draw attention to this violation of human rights. 


"Christian people in Britain are asking why Spain was admitted to the United 
Nations", Sir Kenneth says. "The arbitrary closing of the Protestant Theological 
Seminary in Madrid casts doubt upon Spain's sincerity in endorsing the United 
Nations charter and her commitments to human rights and religious freedom." 


Representations have been made to Her llajesty's government, Sir Kenneth 
reports. 


The statement by the C.C.I.A. chairman follows last week's action of the 
Executive Committee of the Jorld Council of Churches which protested against 
the closing of the Seminary. The Committee instructed the C.C.I.A. to take appro- 
priate action. E.P.S., Geneva 
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CIT ZERLA ND Graduate School Ends Fourth Session 


Thirty-one students from many different nations and church confessions com- - 
pleted the course at the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey, Switzer- 
land, on February 14. Certificates were awarded at the closing ceremony of the 
school which is operated under the auspices of the Houmenical Institute of the 
World Council of Churches in association with the theological faculty of the 
University of Geneva. 


Speaking on behalf of the students, the Rev. Mark Karunkaran, Church of 
South India, said "there is no contact without mutual influence". He spoke parti- 
cularly of the experiences students had in worshipping in traditions different 
from those to which they are accustomed. 


Students in the course included Anglican and Episcopalian, Congregational, 
lutheran, Mar Thoma, llethodist, Orthodox, Presbyterian, Reforeed and United, 


Speakers at the consulting session included Dr. H.H. Wolf, director of 
the Ecumenical Institute; Dr. Robert S. Paul, assistant director; Professor 
Jacques Courvoisier, University of Geneva, chairman of the governing board; and 
the Rev. Francis House, Associate General Secretary of the orld Council of 
Churches. 


The -session just ended at the Graduate School is the fourth to be completed. 
The 1956-57 term begins on October 1. The number of applications for the School 
was higher than ever before and the quality of academic work was of a higher 
standard, according to officials of the school. 


Visiting professors included Prof. S.L. Greenslade of Durham and Prof. A. 
Lemaitre of Geneva who lectured in the field of patristics. Prof. H.D. Wendland, 
formerly of Kiel and now of illinster, and Prof. R. Craig of the University of 
Natal were lecturers on the subject of the responsible society. Prof, Verks- 
hovsky of St. Vladimir's Orthodox Seminary lectured on Orthodoxy and Prof. B. 
sundkler of Uppsala on the problems of Africa. H.P.o-, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIA Decisions of World Council's Executive 


Preference will be given to an Asian location for the 1960 Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches and present plans seem to favour Ceylon. This was 
agreed at the recent Executive Committee meeting of the World Council of Churches 
held in Australia. The provisional choice of site is subject to change or con- 
firmation by the Central Committee. 


It was recommended that the Executive should meet in Tstanbul and the 
Central Committee in Rhodes in 1958. (The Committee meets in Yale, USA, in 1957). 


Confirming the meeting place of the 9)-member Central Committee scheduled 
to take place from July 28 to August 5 in Hungary, the Executive Committee 
members voted to proceed with plans to hold the meeting in Matrahaza near Buda- 
pest. 


"Proselytism and Religious Liberty" will be the major theme of the Central 


Committee meeting. The second theme will be "The Churches and the Building of a 
Responsible International Society". 


The Council's Executive Committee will meet in Vienna from July 26—28, 
immediately before the Central Committee meeting in Hungary. 


Moscow letter 


A letter from the Patriarch of Moscow was received by the Executive Committee. 
It answered the communication sent by the Central Committee of the World Council 
from its meeting in Davos, Switzerland, last August. The letter expressed a 
strong desire for closer contacts with the World Council leaders, though it 
extended no specific invitation or suggestion. (For text see EPS, this issue, 


page 8). 


ePID STI EAT IE TET EO 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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The Russian Orthodox Church is not a member of the World Council of Churches. 
This correspondence between the ecumenical body and the Russian church began with 
a letter from the Russian Orthodox Church commenting on the documents of the 1954 
Evanston Assembly of the i/.C.C. 


Ethnic and Racial Relations 


A unanimous resolution welcomes "the series of decisions on desegregation 
by the Supreme Court of the United States as a significant and heartening step 
towards the realisation of equal rights for all men without distinction as to 
race or colour", It refers to the statements of the :orld Council, particularly 
the Evanston Assembly's report and resolutions on ethnic and race relations. 


‘For the same reason the Committee notes its appreciation that member 
churches of the \/orld Council in the United States and other church bodies in- 
cluding many in areas where severe opposition is encountered, are by word and 
deed steadfastly seeking to bring practice into conformity with the standard 
which the decision has set." 


The resolution acknowledges the "positive leadership" which the National - 
Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. is giving at this time. "The atten- 
tion of the Executive Committee has been called to the hardships endured by 
certain pastors and their families, and also by citizens in various walks of 
life as a result of their efforts to give effect to the decision of the Supreme 
Court. We are grateful that the National Council is informing the churches in 
the United States and is making help available to those who are suffering because 
of their courageous stand." 


MWe assure all our Christian brethren who are involved in this difficult 
situation that in the solidarity of our Christian fellowship we hold a common 
belief in the equal dignity of men in God's sight," the resolution says. 


"je express sympathy with those who are in distress and we remember them 
in our prayers. J/ithout minimizing the difficulties to be surmounted we are con- 
fident that the rightness of the goal justifies continuing effort to achieve 
it in wisdom and in brotherly love." 


Study on War 


Among the actions taken by the Executive Committee was the approval of the 
appointment of Sir Thomas Taylor, principal of the University of Aberdeen, as 
chairman of the Commission on the Study on Christians and the Prevention of War 
in an Atomic Age. The study which is to be principally a theological discussion 
will include laymen and clergy. 


Sir Thomas, the commission's chairman, is an authority on international 
law. He was a member of the first Executive Committee of the Jorld Council of 
Churches. The study on Christians and the Prevention of \Jar will explore the 
problem among others, of whether modern war is a controlled means of policy or 
whether it is in fact, uncontrollable, 


The question of the threat of the use of modern armaments as a deterrent to 
war itself and the far-reaching consequences for Christian ethics of these 
matters will be examined. Hearings are planned at which expert opinions on scien- 
tific and military questions will be sought. 
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Responsible Society 


The Executive Committee also endorsed plans for a conference on The Respon- 
sible Society in National and International Affairs to be held from July 9-14 at 
Amoldshain, Frankfurt/ilain, Germany. Eighty delegates will attend from Europe, 
Britain and North America. 


Topics to be discussed at the meeting include: The Christian response to 
the aspirations of people for peace, order, justice, security, and freedom; 
Christian responsibility for living together in international, social and econom- 
ic relations; and Christian responsibility in relation to state, governments, 
and intergovernmental organisations. 


Co-chairmen of the meeting are Dr. Ugbert de Vries, Netherlands, chairman 
of the working committee of the Department on Church and Society of the /.C.C.'s 
Division of Studies, and Sir Kenneth Grubb, Great Britain, chairman of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


Inter-Church Aid 


Plans for the extension of the work of the Division of Inter-church Aid and 
Service to Refugees outside Europe were heard by the Executive Committee. Among 
the needs which the Division seeks to meet are those of emergency character such 
as natural disasters, economic crises, political and social upheavals and those 
of refugees and homeless people. 


Urgent inter-church and ecumenical projects which cannot be supported 
either by local sources or mission boards and new projects in the field of 
social service or relief beyond local or mission resources were also listed 
as areas in which the Division of Inter-church Aid is interested. 


A conference on Arab refugee problems to be held in the Near East was 
authorised for the spring of 1956 (May 21-25). The Division of Inter-church Aid 
is to proceed with arrangements on behalf of the ‘/orld Council and the Interna~- 
tional Missionary Council. It will act in consultation with the officers of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. The conference will renew 
the initiative taken on behalf of the Arab refugees by the .orld Council in 
calling the Beirut Conference of iay, 1951 (see E.P.S. No. hUS 1951). 


Religious Liberty 


The Executive Committee supported the appeal for “ 75,000 to assist the 
Ecumenical Patriarch of Cconstantinople in meeting needs created by the riots in 
Istanbul on September 6, 1955. It was announced that % 30,000 have already been 
received for this purpose. 


Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin was asked to convey the concern of the 
Executive Committee of the world Council on his forthcoming visit to the Patriarch 
of Constantinople. 


The Committee instructed "the General Secretariat, the Commissions and 
Divisions concerned, to give all possible assistance to the Christians in Ilstan- 
bul and to support the Hcumenical Patriarchate in its just demands for adequate 
compensation and for guarantees against a recurrence of the events of September 


95a) 
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The Executive's strongly-worded protest against the recent closing of the 
Protestant Seminary in Madrid has already been endersed by church groups in 
many ccuntries. 


Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of Argentina told the Executive Committee 
members that persecution of Protestants in Colombia was the exception to the 
general South American pattern. He said that there is an increase of religious 
liberty in South America at present. hile persecution in Colombia is to some 
extent political, and to some extent a persecution against fanatical religious 
groups, there is abundant evidence of real persecution against responsible 


Protestant Christians. E.P.S., Geneva 
NEW ZEALAND W.eC.C. Team in New Zealand 


Seven YYorld Council of Churches leaders are visiting New Zealand following 
the meeting of the World Council Executive Committee in Australia. They arrived 
in Auckland on February 20 and 22, A series of approximately fifty public meet- 
ings, luncheons, receptions, and broadcasts has been arranged in all major and 
secondary centres of the Dominion. 


Visitors include Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Bishop 5S, Uberto Barbieri, and 
Bishop Lakdasa De Mel, members of the Executive Committee; and Dr. iW.A. Visser 
'S Hooft, Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, the Rev. Philip Potter, 
all Council staff members, Arrangements throughout New Zealand have been made 
by the Rev, Alan A. Brash, secretary of the New Zealand Council who will be 
travelling with Dr. Visser 't Hooft and Dr. Cooke to the four main centres of 
New Zealand. 


Special arrangements have been made for Dr. Nolde, director of the Commis- 
sion of the Churches on International Affairs, to meet the New Zealand C.C.I.A. 
in Auckland, and to have interviews with political leaders in ellington. These 
interviews have been arranged by courtesy of Sir Leslie Ifunro, New Zealand 
delegate to the United Nations, 


In Christchurch Jorld Council officials will meet the New Zealand Council 


of Churches. BeP.S., Geneva 
AUSTRALIA Visit of the Executive 


Approximately 60,C00 people attended the various meetings arranged in 
Sydney for the visit of orld Council of Churches leaders there, according to 
Dr. Malcolm Mackay, secretary of the Australian Council for the W.C.C. 


Large crowds attended the three public meetings held in Sydney Town Hall 
and the Assembly Hall to hear lectures by orld Council of Churches leaders 
preceding the meeting of the Executive Committee in Gilbulla, February 6-11. 


The Town-Hall was booked in advance by a crowd of 2400 for the first meet- 
ing. liany hundreds were turned away at the doors. The Assembly Hall was packed 
with an overflow crowd of 1000, 


The same four speakers, Dr. J/.4. Visser 't Hooft, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, 
Dr. Leslie Cooke, and the Rev. Philip Potter, addressed both meetings on the 
first night. 
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In discussing the necessity for contact with churches behind the Iron 
Curtain, Dr. Visser 't Hooft told the crowds that "it is most important to keep 
contact with Christianity in Eastern Europe and in China. These churches belong 
to the Church of Jesus Christ." 


AY SZ 
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Christians should never take the stand that Christianity should seek to 
demonstrate its superiority over the Marxist faith by a show of atomic strength, 
the director of the Commission of the Churches on Intemational Affairs, Dr. 
Frederick Nolde, said in a Town Hall address in Sydney prior to the meeting of 
the Executive Committee. 


"The struggle between differing social systems becomes a threat to world 
peace only when force and subversion are used as methods of propaganda," he said. 
"Tf such methods are repudiated any system should be given an opportunity to 
demonstrate its worth, Serious as the fundamental ideological conflict may be, 
it cannot, by its very nature, be resolved by military conflict." 


Dr. Liston Pope, dean of Yale Divinity School and Executive Committee membey, 
speaking on the same programme, said that the growth of nationalism was the 
central feature of the twentieth century. "Democracy and self-determination have 
triumphed in the British Commonwealth; so has nationalism." Most significant of 
all, said Dr. Pope, is the post-war rise of new nations in Asia and Africa. It 
has been estimated that 750 million people were living under colonial rule at 
the beginning of \Jorld War II. Now less than 200 million are subject people. 
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A capacity Town Hall audience of 2400 applauded Queen Salote of Tonga at 
the second public meeting held for the World Council of Churches in Sydney on 
February 2. The queen appeared with Dr. \/.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary, 
and Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the Executive Committee. 


Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin told the Australian audience that in East 
Germany today there is some real suffering and quiet martyrdom for Christian 
freedom. He said people throughout Germany were working and praying for Christ- 
ian freedom daily. 


Professor Josef Hromadka of Czechoslovakia said that "the great mission of 
the Christian Church is that when we come together we do not forget our differ- 
ences but we listen to one another and try to help and pray for each other. We 
have all come here as members of one indivisible church and we believe that 
church exists beyond all our differences," he said. 
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Providence has placed Australia in a geographical position in which it could 
play a special role in bridging the continents, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, World 
Council of Churches general secretary, said at a luncheon given to WCC visitors 
on behalf of the State Governement in Sydney prior to the recent Executive meet- 
ing in Australia. Dr. Visser 't Hooft said Australia with its Western heritage 
must play a leading part in linking Asia and Europe. 
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Two thousand children tock part in the Festival of Faith on February 4 at 
the Royal Sydney Showground in ceremonies marking the visit of the World Council 
of Churches in Australia. A 1200 voice choir participated in the Festival which 
was attended by Prime ilinister K.G. Menzies. 


Dr. Malcolm Mackay, general secretary of the Australian Council for the World 
Council of Churches, wrote the torchlight pageant in which the children partici- 


pated. , BeP.Se, Geneva 
SWIT ZERLAND Press Comment on Closing of Madrid Seminary 


The closing of the Protestant Theological Seminary in lfadrid has created wide- 
spread comment in the press. Opinion critical of the action has come from Catholic 
as well as Protestant sources. 


Here are some of the news items and comments from important papers in Switzer- 
land. Large numbers of local Swiss papers have also commented. 


After a report of the protest against the closing, issued by the Executive 
Committee of the iWiorld Council of Churches in its Australia meeting on February 7 
(see E.P.S. No. 6), THURGAUER ZEITUNG (Catholic), Frauenfeld, comments: 


"Rightly or wrongly, Protestantism all over the world will regard the Catholic 
Church, and not the Spanish government, as responsible for the closing of the 
Protestant Seminary in liadrid. Our own ccuntry(in which Protestants are in a majo- 
rity) is now expected to abolish the law excluding Jesuits. But Catholicism in 
Switzerland is not dependent upon the werk of the Jesuits while for Protestantism 
in Spain, the Seminary in ‘‘adrid is a vital necessity. All Swiss Catholics and 
especially all Catholic conservative politicians in Switzerland therefore have 
compelling reasons fcr supperting the protests against the latest measures for 
suppressing Protestantism in Spain." 


Another Roman Catholic comment comes from the "OSTSCHWEIZ", the organ of the 
Conservative Christian-Social Party of the Canton of St. Gallen. Dr. Hans Wili 
criticises the action of the Spanish authorities in the following terms: "Political 
or confessional motives (probably a mixture of both) may underlie the measure. 
Certainly the régime has rendered a miserable service not only to itself and to 
spain's international prestige, bit also to Catholicism... One can merely shake 
one's head over this action on the part of a régime which does not seem to realise, 
or to care, that its religious policy is being watched attentively by the whole 
world -- because it tries to strengthen its interests with those of the Catholic 
Church and to represent itself as the "shield of faith". ve have no desire to 
advise the Spaniards how to ccnduct their affairs, but even if the Spanish Gevern- 
ment claims the attribute of "catholic" it must realise that Catholicism and Spain 
are not one and the same thing. Neither "religious" nationalism nor a nationalistic 
religion is really Catholic. we therefore reject all attempts te identify Spain 
and its régime with Catholicism.# 


"DER BUND" (Dern) writes on February 12th concerning the latest police action 
against the Spanish Protestants: 'The purpose of this attack and the way in which 
it was made betray a spirit of intolerance which can only be regarded with regret 
and ecncern, and which must definitely be rejected. It makes no difference whether 
the impulse came from the Government or from the Catholic clergy, for the state 
and the church in Spain are closely bound tcgether. 
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In Madrid people may think that the treatment of a relicious minority is 
Spain's own affair, and that the little group of 30,000 Protestants in a popula- 
tion of 28 million has little or no importance for the world, It would be a grave 
mistake to believe this... for in such matters it is not only a question of 
sovereignty, it is also a question of moral principle, and this has nothing to 
do with national frontiers or statistics. A strong reaction has now set in, 
both in public opinion in Switzerland and among Swiss Catholics. 


Madrid will not be able to ignore all the expressions of public opinion 
in other countries, particularly the protest made by the Vorld Council of 
Churches, an international organisation with very great authority. This protest 
points out that the action in Madrid was taken place immediately after Spain's 
admission as a member of the United Nations. From this reference it may certain- 
ly be assumed that the ‘crld Council of Churches regards acts of intolerance 
as inconsistent with entrance into the great international organisation for 
peace." 


The "NEUB ZURCHER ZeITUNG" of February 17th comments as follows on the 
events in Madrid: "One realises that the action taken against the Seminary 
has made a deep impression abroad and has had a very bad effect on the prestige 
of Spain. This is a result contrary to the advantage which some Catholic fanatics 
hoped to achieve by it." 


In the Swiss press protests have also been published from the National 
Protestant Church of Geneva, the National Protestant Church of Berne, and the 
Protestant People's Party (Thurgau section). A statement has also been made 
by the Catholic People's Party in the City of Basle. The Church of Scotland, 
too, has protested against the closing of the Seminary in Madrid. 

BePede, Geneva 


GEAMANY Press Cemments on Closing of Seminary in Madrid 


™m 


(Bethel /Bielefeld) - The news~sheet of the Protestant Church in Germany, "Evan-, 
gelische welt", has published a detailed report in its number of February 16th 
(No.4) on the closing of the Protestant Theological Seminary in Jiadrid (see 
E.P.S. Nos. 4,5, 6 and 7). The report reads: "The latest measures applied by 
the Spanish Government are in accordance with legal ordinances which have been 
valid for years, but which have never been enforced in all their severity 
against the Spanish Pretestant Churches. The assumption is that this increased 
stringency is due to pressure from the Spanish episcopacy which is uneasy about 
the spread of Protestantism in Spain and wants to stop this development by 
oppressive state action." 


After things have been left for some years, these new measures taken by - 
the State seem to be directed not so much against the already existing Protes- 
tant churches themselves as against the training of young Protestants for the 
ministry. By prohibiting all kinds of Protestant education, these measures aim 
to see that the Protestant churches will gradually die out with the present 
generation," bePeSe, Geneva 
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Usosoeks Letter from the Moscow Patriarchate 


The Executive Committee of the orld Council of Churches in session at 
Gilbulla, Australia (see page 1) received a letter from the Russian Orthodox 
Metropolitan Nicolas of Krutitsky and Kolominsky (iloscow). It is addressed to 
Bishop Otto Dibelius, president of the Jorld Council of Churches; Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, chairman.of the Central Committee of the ‘/orld Council of Churches; 
and to Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches. The letter reads as follows: 


Mr President, Mr Chairman, Mr General Secretary, 


In sending Christian greetings through you to the respected leaders of the 
ecumenical movement and its central organisations, it is first of all my duty 
to convey to you personally, as well as to the Central Committee of the ‘Jorld 
Council of Churches, the heartfelt gratitude of His All-Holiness the Patriarch 
of Moscow and All Russia, Alexei, and the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, for the communication dated August 5th (1955) which was sent in reply 
to our letter of February last, containing the opinion of the Russian Orthodox 
Church on some of the resolutions of the Second Assembly of the iVorld Council 
of Churches. 


The time in which we live is favourable for mutual contact among Christians. 
Therefore in replying to your letter I should first of all like to testify to 
the desirability of such mutual contact. Indeed I would speak of the duty which 
obliges us, in the spirit of apostolic zeal, to glorify God and to use the time 
for the purpose of knowing one another better, not only in those things which 
divide us, but mainly in those things which we possess in common and in which 
we are spiritually akin. Convinced of our mutual longing for Christ, the Saviour 
of the world, we seek to fulfil everything He has commanded us. The Russian 
Orthodox Church does not cease its efforts in this direction, through lively 
exchange of letters with Christian communities of many countries and through 
mutual visits. She discusses with them the problems of the development of rela- 
tionships between the different Christian Churches and communities, as well as 
questions concerning the participation and role of Christians in the defence 
of peace. All this is in accord with the ideas expressed in your letter. 


In what way can we conceive of our collaboration in the matter of Christ- 
ian unity? I think that in this respect particularly blessed consequences could 
result from the fellowship of Christians of different denominations, including 
participants of the ecumenical movement, with the Russian Orthodox Church in 
the realm of the defence of peace. iVe are convicced that mutual efforts directed 
towards the realisation of the great aim of a durable peace on earth would be 
the best way to express in life our Christian belief, and to come to a common 
mind. We also have the strong hope that the orld Council of Churches, follow- 
ing the command of our Lord and Saviour, will in this holy concern contribute 
to the unity of Christians. 


The letter to which I reply speaks of the search for ways in which the- 
World Council of Churches can engage in Christian activity in the establish- 
ment of peace, justice and freedom. In this connection, its resolutions deserve 
attention, which are an appeal to the governments of the great powers for 
disarmament, for the prohibition of atomic weapons, for the peaceful use of 
atomic energy and the exchange of material and spiritual values. The Russian 
Orthodox Church also does not slacken her efforts in this direction, and there- 
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fore it is a pleasure for us to see, in that détente in international relations 
which has found expression in the spirit of Geneva, good fruits of our common 
efforts. Nevertheless, in spite of these positive results, the aim of our common 
action remains as yet unachieved, because the armaments race continues, the stocks 
of atomic weapons grow, Germany and Korea remain divided. This means that mistrust 
continues to fetter the goodwill of those government leaders on whom depends the 
peaceful solution of the above-mentioned problems. Therefore everything is not 
yet done to strengthen peace, and therefore we Christians cannot stand aloof from 
that great task, nor can we weaken our efforts in that direction. 


We believe that in the most pressing questions of our time - the maintenance 
and strengthening of peace - we will approach a blessed result if we stand on 
the ground of Christian love which draws us into fellowship. Therefore the desire 
of the .jorld Council of Churches to have more cordial relations with the Russian 
Orthodox Church pleases us. 


As to the development of what you call in your letter an active Christian 
fellowship, the proposal of the Jorld Council of Churches to have a personal 
encounter of its representatives with leading members of the Russian Orthodox 
Church can only be welcomed, as collaboration in matters of love and peace 
promises to lead us to mutual understanding. 


We have received a copy of the full report of the Second Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches in Evanston, We thank you for sending it, and are 
studying it with due attention; we intend to write to you in due time on the 
questionswhich are dealt with in it. 


With brotherly love in Christ on behalf of His All-Holiness the Patriarch 
and the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


(signed) lietropolitan Nicolas of Krutitsky and Kolominsky 
hlember of the Holy Synod 
HePeSe, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA Anglican School Closed and Reopened 


(Johannesburg) - Christ the King Anglican school in Sophia near Johannesburg is 
reported closed by the South African Iiinistry of Native Affairs. The school is 
attended by 550 Negro children. No reason was given for the action. 


This is the latest incident resulting from application of the Bantu Educa- 
tion Act which became effective last April. Under that law the government took 
over control of thousands of mission schools. 


After the Bantu Education Act was passed, Dr. Ambrose Reeves, Anglican Bishop 
of Johannesburg, closed all 23 mission schools in the diocese rather than put 
them under governmental control (see E.P.S. No. 51, 1954). Subsequently, he author- 
ized the opening of Christ the King as a private school for 550 pupils. 


The bishop, who has frequently denounced the Bantu Education Act and the 
government's apartheid policy, recently issued a particularly strong declara- 
tion against apartheid. He labelled it degrading, suicidal for European (white) 
society, anda "fanatic flight from realities". 


It has since been announced that the school has been re-opened. The ifinister 
of Native Affairs, Dr. Hendrik F. Verwoerd, said that the earlier order for 
closing the school had been issued in error. He said that the work of the school 
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could continue for two months, pending the provision of other facilities by the 
government. 


In a further statement issued after the Minister's decision, the Bishop of 
Johannesburg, Dr. Reeves, declared: "It is as if a murderer with hands around the 
throat of his victim releases his grasp when he hears the death rattle and tells 
him he has decided to kill him in an hour's time. The point is that the victim 


is going to die in any case." EeP.Se, Geneva 
CEYLON "Freedom to Say what you Think" 


The Minister of Home Affairs is reported as planning a conference of relig 
ious leaders to ccensider the desirability of passing legislation to prevent 
attacks on people's religious beliefs. 


The Study Department of the National Christian Council of Ceylon describes 
this as "a most dangerous suggestion"; the Church, it says, must make it clear 
that it does not require protection. The Church welcomes reasoned criticism and 
can answer it; it can ignore scurrilous attacks; and slander can be dealt with 
in the ordinary processes of law. 


In the second place, the Council says, such a law would certainly be used 
primarily against the Christian Church, and not for its protection. Any Christian 
publication which suggested that the teaching of Christ was true and that of 
the Buddha untrue could be brought under examination, as a pretext for applying 
the law against Christianity. For the decision as to whether it was "a profane 
writing" would not be made by a theologian or student of comparative religion, 
but by a civil magistrate whose criterion might well be the extent to which 
Buddhist readers might feel thurt'. 


In the third place, it is claimed, every attempt by the State to control 
men's thinking is an evil thing which the Church must resist. The democratic 
state has no such right, and when it tries to do so (even for the highest motives) 
it usually ends by making the wrong decision. Be P.Se, Geneva 
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World Alliance of YMCA's President's Committee 
Plans Advance 


(Geneva) From February 20th to 25th the President's Committee of the World 
Alliance of YMCAs met in Geneva, It was the first meeting chaired by the new 
President of the World Alliance, Mr. Charles D. Sherman, of Liberia, Members of 
the President's Committee coming from Liberia, the Netherlands, Germany, France, 
Switzerland, England, Norway, Egypt, India and U.S.A, attended the meeting. 


The items on the agenda ranged from the reviewing of the resolutions passed 
in Paris at the Centennial Conference to the planning for the extension and 
development of the work of the Alliance, especially in countries and territories 
of rapid social changes (see E.P.S. No. 34, 1955). 


Out of the many recommendations presented at Paris has emerged the need for 
the Staff of the World Alliance to give more time and thought to the study of 
new important problems concerning the Movement. To this end the President's 
Cemmittee worked out the terms of reference for the five ad hoc Commissions 
called for in Paris. These Commissions are: (1) on World Council structure and 

. function; (2) on Membership; (3) on Relationships (to Churches and international 
Christian organizations); (4) on Human Rights (social responsibility and Inter- 
national affairs from the standpoint of YMCA); (5) on Financial support. 


One of the highlights of the meeting was the presentation by President 
Sherman of an appeal for 3 million dollars for the extension of the work of the 
YMCA, He urged the Movement to "move forward along all frontiers in its second 
century with imagination, faith and courage," 


This call was enthusiastically received by the President's Committee and will 
be one of the main items on the agenda of the Executive Committee meeting, The 
second Meeting of the World Council of the World Alliance of YMCA's (the highest 
legislative body) will be held during the Summer of 1957 in Germany. This will 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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be the first time that such a body has met in Germany since it gathered at Bar- 
men-Elberfeld in 1909, The 1956 Executive Committee meeting will take place in 
Geneva in July. 


The members of the President's Committee and invited guests from Geneva alsn 
saw the World Premiére of the Centennial film, "AND NOW - TO-MORROW", 
E,.P.S., Geneva 


ISRAEL The State to Investigate Missions 


(Jerusalem) Premier David Ben Gurion announced in the Knesset (Parliament) 
that the government is setting up a special committee to investigate missionary 
activities in Israel, He said it will formulate recommendations for the 
parliamentary committee on education and culture. 


The premier said the question of missionary activities in this country is a 
complicated one not only because Israel is a holy land to religions other than 
Judaism but because these activities have social and educational, as well as 
religious, aspects. E.P.5S., Geneva 


BURMA New Proposals for Selection of Baptist Missionaries 


(Rangoon) The American Baptist Foreign Mission Society's 47 representatives in 
Burma adopted a recommendation that the Burma Baptist Convention initiate all 
future requests for new missionaries from the United States and assume responsi- 
bility for their assignment in Burma, 


The action was taken at the Burma Baptist Mission's 60th annual conference 
in Rangoon, which had as theme "Coming to Maturity in Christ." 


The Rev, Walter W. Zimmer, retiring president of the mission, said that if 
the American headquarters accept the recommendation it will mean that future 
assignments of those missionaries now serving in Burma also will become the 
native Church's province, 


“We must remember that we are dealing with people, not machinery", he said, 
"and must exhibit a spirit of love and appreciation of the other person's pro- 
cesses in maturing." E.P.S,, Geneva 


LEBANON Armenian Church Elects New Patriarch OL CLELe1S 


Representatives of Armenian Orthodox churches in the Eastern Mediterranean 
area have elected Archbishop Zareh, of Aleppo, Syria, as Catholicos (Patriarch) 
of Cilicia. . 


The Armenian Church has been divided into two patriarchates since the fif- 
teenth century. The Cilician Patriarchate has been situated at Antelias, outside 
Beirut, since the persecutions in Turkey after World War I. 


Catholicos Vazgen I of Echmiadzin, in Soviet Armenia, unexpectedly visited 
Beirut to be present for the election of the new Patriarch. His visit caused 
demonstrations in Beirut. The Catholicos of Echmiadzin has a following among 
Armenian: Orthodox in the Eastern Mediterranean area, It is said that his sup- 
porters believe that he should have canonical priority over the Cilician Patriarch, 
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The Catholicos of Vazgen is reported to have foreshadowed calling a council 
of all bishops of the Armenian Orthodox Church in the near future. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


HUNGA RY State Maintains Church Subsidies 


(Budapest) The Hungarian parliament has again voted a sum equivalent to 
5,500,000 US dollars to assist the work of the churches in Hungary, including 
the Jewish synagogues. The government's Ministry for Church Affairs, which ad- 
ministers the subsidies in proportion to numerical strength of religious bodies, 


has been granted a budget of 160,000 dollars for the year, E,Ps5., Geneva 
GREECE Government Honours Ecumenical Leader 


Professor Robert Tobias of Indianapolis (USA) was recently decorated by King 
Paul of Greece, He was awarded the Cross of Commander of the Royal Order of the 
Phoenix, for having contributed in a special way to the welfare of the Greek 
Nation. 


Mr, Tobias is professor of Ecumenical Theology at the School of Religion of 
Butler University, and is director of the Council on Christian Unity of the 
Disciples of Christ. For eight years, 1945 to 1953, he was associated with the 
World Council of Churches in its Inter-Church Aid work, From 1948 he spent much 


time in administering relief activities in Greece. E.P.S., Geneva 
SWITZERLAND The Churches Urge Continued Support for Migration 
(Geneva) "The work of the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration 


must continue. There is a crying need for assistance. People will be let down if 
the work ceases," 


These points were made strongly in a speech delivered in Geneva on February 
20 by Dr. Elfan Rees. He was addressing the meeting of the Intergovernmental 
Committee for European Migration (ICEM) as permanent representative in Europe 
of the Commissinn of the Churches on International Affairs. The Commission is a 
joint agency of the International Missionary Council and the World Council of 
Churches, 


Dr. Rees said that the World Council of Churches had so far taken part in 
migration activities in response to the postwar emergency. The emergency "seemed 
to be lasting a long time", The World Council of Churches must either produce 
a philosophy of "long term commitment" to the migrant, or cease operations. 


Stressing the need for continuance of ICEM, the CCIA spokesman declared that 
the Werld Council could not have carried out one-third of its operations without 
the help of the intergovernmental committee. "The whole structure of the work 
being done by the voluntary agencies would break down unless it were built 
around such a body", he concluded. 


The Intergovernmental Committee faced a crisis at its present Geneva session, 
following a deficit of 3,000,000 US dollars on its 1956 programme, Member govern- 
ments had to decide whether to increase their grants and expand the Cammittee's 
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work. The financial commitments of member governments during the meeting gave 
reasonable assurance of the continuation of the work of ICEM. E.P.5S., Geneva 


COLOMBIA Moro Persecution of Protestants in Colombia 


(Barranquilla) The Information Service of the Colombian Evangelical Confede- 
ration of 18th February 1956 reports new restrictions for Evangelical Christians. 


The petition of a Lutheran student from Bogota for admittance to the Teachers' 
Training College of Colombia was rejected by the governing board of the Institute 
on the ground that the college was oriented in accord with "the ethos of the 
Roman Catholic Church - the religion of the nation". 


At midnight or 3lst December 1955, ir the province of Boyaca, nine evangelical 
Christians who had taken part in a service in the house of the Lutheran Mission 
in Parba (Socota) were arrested and imprisoned; later a fine of $ 110 per person 
was imposed upon them, Since the victims could not raise this sum, they remained 
in prison from January 2nd to 20th. 


In the district uf Olaya Herrera and the township of San Martin de Loba (both 
in the Colombian province of Bolivar), all Evangelical missionary activity has 
been forbidden since the middle of January 1956. The authorities declare that 
"these mission regions are reserved for the Roman Catholic Church", In Playitas 
near San Martin de Loba the police prohibited the Christmas service and closed 
the Evangelical chapel. The pastor was arrested, and only later, after the inter- 
vention on his behalf of several persons, was he set free. 


In the province of Cordoba an Evangelical youth was fined $30 because he had 
refused to use the rosary, Together with several other Evangelicals he spent 30 
hours in prison. 


A new government decree issued in January forbids services and meetings for 
worship even in private houses, Services may now be held only in the chapels 
and churches designated for them. No Evangelical sermon may attack the "official 
religion of the nation - Catholicism", or abuse the teaching or priests of the 
Roman Catholic Church, 


The Argentinian Methodist Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, a President of the 
World Council of Churches, drew attention to these events in his report to the 
Executive Committee in Australia at the beginning of February, He affirmed that 
while the persecution of Protesta’ts in Colombia was to some extent political 
and to some extent directed against fanatical religious groups - there was also 
"abundant evidence of real persecution against responsible Protestant Christians". 


(See also E.P.S, Nos. 2 and 5). E.P.S., Geneva 
LEBANON ; A new Ecumenical Publication 
(Beirut) A new "Bulletin d'Orientations Oecuméniques" has just appeared in 


Beir ut, Among those collaborating in it are Orthodox Christians (Albert Laham) , 
Protestants (J.M. Hornus) and Catholics. Among well-known names appearing are 
those of the late Father Maydieu, Father C.J. Dumont, Father Yves Congar, and 
Father Maurice Villain, 
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The new Bulletin is introduced to readers as follows: "During tris second 
half of the 20th century ecumenism can no longer be considered as the proper 
name of a certain organisation, but as the common name for the efforts of: all 
who are working for unity of mind in Truth and unity of heart in Charity. In 
this sense ecumenism is not the prerogative of a particular confession but a fact 
wich applies to every Christian who realises the demands of his faith, and to 
every church which realises its mission... 


"The ecumenical worker's concern is not to try and unite Christians with his 
own Church, but to prepare the way for the full unity of those who believe in 
the name of Jesus... Like (John the Baptist) the ecumenical worker must expect 
criticism, denunciation and persecution if he is truly sincere, courageous and 
disinterested. He must refrain from naive optimism and from that pessimism which 
igs no more than a form of unbelief. But he will accept his destiny joyfully, 
realising that he is playing his part in the building up of the Kingdom of God. 


"The editors of this Bulletin wish to become apostles of ecumenical work in 
milieux where prejudice, traditionalism, formalism, proselytism, pride, egoism 
and mistrust among Christians are still very strong. They ought to guide their 
readers towards a conception of progress towards unity which is more in accord- 
ance with the mind of Christ, - towards a return to the sources of their faith, 
and towards a deeper and more practical love of their brethren. In this way they 
will help to overcome the obstacles to unity through knowledge and love, 


"A1] who await the coming of the Kingdom follow this effort with sympathy and 
pray that it may remain true to the spirit of loyalty and generosity which ani- 
mates it." E,P.o., Geneva 


FRANCE Cardinal Saliége and Communism 


In a pastoral letter, Cardinal Saliége, Archbishop of Toulouse, writes about 
"the Mission of the Church", The Cardinal begins by describing the Church's 
attitude to revolutions. He asks whether the revolution of the proletariat will 
prove more final than the bourgeois revolution of 1789 which is today endangered. 


"Many people think that the future belongs to atheistic communism. I say, 
they think so. They do not know. Is there no solution other than atheistic 
communism for the necessary evolution of society? Assumine that atheistic 
communism is established, how long will it last? As we move forward, the evolutions 
or revolutions succeed one another more and more rapidly. The vigour of the French 
Revolution is today almost extinguished. Will the vigour of Communism last for a 
century? The impulse of Christianity will last for ever. The element of economic 
truth in communism will continue, but its dozma and metaphysic will break down, 
and so will its mechanical conception of the universe." 


In the meantime, continues the Archbishop of Toulouse, "Catholics have fresh 
duties to fulfil, The great precept is love of neighbour. This great precept has 
given birth to all the forms of assistance which, even if they are now secularised, 
are of Christian origin, It may help one's neighbour to give alms, But today the 
real way to love our neighbour is to get rid of the cause of his troubles... It 
is the duty of every Catholic to struggle against alcoholism, traffic in women, 
and unemployment and to promote the freedom of all peoples. Colonisation in the 
past can be justified only if its purpose was to lead the colonies to self-govern- 
ment, and to guide them through childhood to adult responsibility. Collaboration 
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is not domination; it means cooperating for common purposes." The Cardinal says 
"an enormous amount of thinking and action is going on’the Church today under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and although many people feil to perceive it, 
it will have an effect some day," Finally he declares: "We are living at a time 
when individual help is becoming more and more inadequate, Institutions are 
essential. And institutions are dependent on power. And civil power depends on 
elections. Christians have been on the defensive for too long. They must take up 
the cause of the unfortunate, the badly-paid, the badly-housed, the under- 
nourished - not only in France but in all countries. They must do this through 
propaganda, through the press and through their vote, Otherwise they will have 
failed, as citizens and as Christians." E.P.S,, Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM In the Interest of Biblical Preaching 


(London) As a direct "follow-up" of the campaign, "The Bible Speaks Today" 
which was jointly sponsored by the British and Foreign Bible Society and the 
British Council of Churches, a new "news-letter" type of journal for clergy and 
ministers is being published. 


The Joint Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society and the British 
Council of Churches - itself an outgrowth of co-operation between old and young 
ecumenical bodies - is responsible for this new magazine, It is entitled "The 
Raven", It is intended to help the hard-pressed preacher towards a truly exposi- 
tory ministry. 


The magazine will be issued six timesa year by the British Council of Churches. 
The first issue, which deals with preaching on the Resurrection, is being distri- 
buted early in March. E.P.5., Geneva 


Church Press on Closing of Madrid Seminary 


Church publications in several countries have strongly critized the closing 
of the Union Theological Seminary in Madrid on January 23 (see E.P.S, Nos, 4-8). 
The comments which follow are from the United Kingdom and Germany. 


CHURCH TIMES, Anglican, London, 17.2.56: 


"We cannot believe that this action can really have the support of intelli- 
gent Roman Catholics in other countries. The only thing that is likely to affect 
the Spanish authorities is a warning from Romans elsewhere. Those in Britain, who 
themselves enjoy untrammelled liberty at the hands of Church and State, should 
be the first to protest against this Spanish interpretation of the doctrine that 
‘error has no rights', We ask the Roman Catholic authorities in Britain to lose 
no time in forcibly explaining to the Spaniards, through their own appropriate 
channels at the highest level, that the policy of the Spanish Government and 
hierarchy will imperil relations between Roman Catholics and other Christians, 
far beyond the borders of Spain," 


EVANGELICAL PRESS SERVICE, Bethel-Bielefeld, Germany, ea Wiest ok: 


"The closing of the Protestant theological seminary in Madrid has led to the 
affirmation from the Catholic side that it was not an instance of a ‘persecution 
of Protestants’, but a measure which must be seen against the political background: 
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in Spain Freemasonry and Marxism have 'never had a neutral or philanthropic 
character, but have been sharply anti-Catholic and politically extreme'. 


"As the Evangelical Press Service learns from well-informed quarters, the 
spiritual leaders and teachers of Spanish Protestantism cannot be represented as 
adherents of such movements, as they are by Catholic commentators; nor do poli- 
tical questions play any roéle in Spanish Evmgelical Christianity at the present 
time, It is an unquestionable fact that before the establishment of Franco's 
rule differences of political opinion existed among Evangelicals. That such dif- 
ferences still exist tcdjay among the younger generation cf Catholics is evidenced 
by the unrest among the student population, 


"The true grounds for this measure which has been taken by the Spanish autho- 
rities are not to be found in the political sphere, but in the state legislation 
which followed the corclusion of the Concordat with the Vatican, The decrees are 
formulated in such unequivocal terms as to leave hardly any possibility of 
existence for Evangelical Christians in Spain. Since the year 1939 all Evangelical 
private schools have been forbidcen, There exist only Catholic confessional 
schools, The state has also no longer the freedom to permit the founding of a 
theological seminary for the training of Evangelical pastors, Thus the seminary 
in Madrid, spened in 1947, was strictly speaking 'illegal', although tacitly 
tolerated. 


"The protest of Evangelical Christianity, to which the World Council of 
Churches has given especial weight, is thus directed against totalitarian legis- 
lation in Spain; this takes no account of the basic religious rights of a con- 
fessional minority which is politically loyal, and in this way infringes also 
the United Nations' Charter, to which Spain has only recently professed its ad- 
herence...". E.P.5,, Geneva 


Ecumenical Work Camps 1956 


Ecumenical work camps in 1956 sponsored by the Youth Department of the Werld 
Cnuncil of Churches include the following projects (further details may be 
obtained from the Secretary for Work Camps, Youth Department, World Council of 
Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva): 

EUROPE and the NEAR EAST 


Austria: Ried, Innkreis. June 30 - July 29: a Methodist Church for a refugee 
congregation, 


Belgium: Nessonvaux, near Tiége. July 12 - August 12: a Protestant youth centre. 
Denmark: Nysted, Lolland. July 123 - August 12: a home for handicapped children. 
Egypt: Cairo. July 27 - August 26: a Coptic youth centre. 


Finland: Aspo, Abo Archipelago. July 6 - Ausust 5: a church for isolated 
island fishermen, 


France: Coudekerque-Branche, near Dunkerque. July 13 - August 12: relocation 
of CIMADE centre for industrial evangelism, 


Glay, doubs. July 27 - August 26: a youth and lay training centre. 
Pommery, near St, Quentin, July 13 - August 12: a home for the aged. 


Villemétrie par Senlis, near Paris, June 30 - July 29: a lay training 
and retreat centre. 
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Germany: Berlin, July 10-August 9: a playground for a neighbourhood house. 

Berlin, July 27-August 26 

Bernsmiihle, near Essen. July 27-August 26: a playground for industrial 
youth, 

Borghorst, Ruhr district. July 27-August 26: homes for refugee workers 
and looking after children who stay in the kindergarten 
during their holiday. 

Ohmstede, near Oldenburg. July 27-August 26: a church for Orthodox 
refugees. 

Wiesbaden. July 27-August 26: homes for industrial werkers, 


Great Britain: Luton, near London. August 8-29: a Baptist church in a new 
housing devel.\pment, 
Tonbridge, Kent. August 3-September 2: an Anglican community centre 
in a large housing development. 
Blaendulais (Seven Sisters), Wales. July 3-August 2: a youth club in 
a mining village. 


Greece: Volos. July 13-August 12: a new school in an area destroyed by 
earthquakes, 
Italy: Velletri, near Rome. July 27-August 26: an ecumenical youth centre. 


Lebanon: Tripoli, July 13-August 12: restoration of an Orthodox girls’ school 
destroyed by floods. 


Netherlands: Kapelle-Biezelinze, near Goes. July 13-August 12: work with the 
inhabitants in the fruit orchards. 


Saar: Wiebelskirchen. July 13-August 12: a new building for a protestant 
orphanage. 


Sweden: G81lb, near Stockholm. July 6-August 5: a youth camping centre. 


NORTH and SOUTH AMBRICA 


Brazil: Petropolis, July: homes for homeless boys from Rio de Janeiro. 
Rio de Janeiro, July: amelioration of slum conditions. 


Mexico: San Juan Acezac (Puebla). July: rural fundamental education in villages. 


EN ie Keysville, Georgia. July 1-29: a farmer's cottage at a Negro school, 

Coloma, Michigan. June 14-August 15: a migrant centre for childcare 
and family group meetings. 

Delm,, Missouri, July 8-August 20: a community centre in a Negro area, 

Marthasville, Missouri, June 25-July 23: a retreat centre, 

Kerhonkson, New York. August 12-Sept. 8: a chapel at an Orthodox camp 

Scott's Run, West Virginia, June 20-August 1: terracing (centre. 
for a settlement house in a mining community. 


ASTA 


India: Barapani, Assam, April 27-May 18: a new building for the Union 
Christian College. 


Indonesia: Banjusotja. Mid-Java. July 1-25: a medical clinic in an area with 
undernourished people. 


Japan: Aso, July-August: a YMCA camp site. 
Atsugi, near Tokyo, July-August: a new centre for rural evangelism, 
Kiyosato, July-August: reconstruction of the main building of 
a youth camp destroyed by fire. 
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Korea: Seoul, August 1-31: a student dormitory at Chosun Christian University. 
Taegu. July 27 - August 25: homes for displaced persons. 


Philippines: Bangued, Abra. April 13-May 13: terracing and building of children's 
playgrounds. 


Camps will also be held in Hong Kong and on Okinawa. E.P.S., Geneva 
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SPAIN lladrid Seminary Not Re-opened 


During the last days of Febrbary it was announced outside Spain, over 
the radio, in newspapers and by certain church agencies, that "the affair of 
the Union Theological Seminary in Madrid is settled". In spite of this wide- 
spread report a new on-the-spot investigation by the World Council of Churches 
has disclosed the following facts: 


1) Up to the present the doors of all the rooms which were closed off by 
the police on January 23 are still sealed, with the sole exception of the room 
in which the electricity control board of the house is located. It was necessary 
to permit access to this for technical reasons, 


2) The authorities of those Protestant churches in Spain under whose auspi- 
ces the Seminary operated have.still received no answer to their petitions of 
January 25 and February 9 (see E.P.S. No. 6), 


3) There is no evidence up till now that the government has decreed the 
revocation of the ministerial order of November 28, 1955, by virtue of which 
the police closed the Seminary on January Ade 


4) Government sources have, however, assured certain foreign diplomats 
that the Seminary may again be tolerated, under certain conditions which remain 
to be defined. 


5) The school for children which operated in the same building as the 
Seminary and which was closed by the same ministerial order, is likewise stall - 
prohibited, but the same governmental sources assured the above-mentioned diplo- 
mats that it will be granted official authorisation. 


6) The residence for students and children, which was also provided in the 
same building as the Seminary and which had been similarly prohibited by the 
same ministerial order, has not been compelled to send away its boarders. 

B.P.S., Geneva 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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THAT LAND Conference on Theological Education 


(Bangkok) One hundred and fifty representatives from 17 countries were in Bangkok, 
February 21 - larch 7, to discuss’/their mutual problems and concerns in the train- 
ing of ministers for the Christian Church. Nai Fung Srivicharn, Director General 
of the Department of Religious Affairs of the !inistry of Culture, opened the 
Conference on Theological Education at Wattana Wittaya Academy on February 21. 


The conference was sponsored by the orld Council of Churches, the Inter- 
national Llissionary Council, and the Nanking Board of founders. The latter group 
has been serving elsewhere in Asia since the closing of the Theological Seminary 
in Nanking. The Nanking Board of Founders is today assisting nine theological 
colleges and is engaged in the work of translating the Christian classics into 
Chinese. 


The three main topics of the conference were: 1) The environment of the 
Church in S.J. Asia, ideological, cultural and religious, and its bearing on 
theological training; 2) the kind of ministry needed in S.E. Asia; 3) the train- 
ing required for producing such a ministry for 5.E. Asia. 


The assembly of Christian students and teachers heard the Rev. Horace 
W. Ryburn, Field Administrator of the American Presbyterian l‘ission in Thailand, 
proclaim that "Thailand is the land of the free". "The Thai people have avoided 
the evils of nineteenth century colonialism that darkened the lives of peoples 
- elsewhere in Southeast Asia. Thailand is also the land of religious toleration", 
Mir, Ryburn said. 


The Rt. Rev. Dr. Rajah B. Manikam, Bishop of Tranquebar and Chairman of the 
Conference, declared that this was the most important single event during his 
period of five years service as the East Asia Secretary of the ‘orld Council of: 
Churches and stated the purpose of the conference as concerned with the prepara- 
tion and training of an indigenous ministry for the Christian Church, a matter 
of first priority. 


"Flexibility in changing times" was the note struck by the Rev. Dr. Charles 
W. Ranson, General Secretary of the International iissionary Council, in his 
opening remarks. "I regard the renewal of study and thought as a necessary part 
of any international survey of Church work and enterprise. ‘Je need an accurate 
picture of the available means at our disposal and of the actual methods employ- 
ed," he said. 


Acharn Puang Akkapin, the moderator of the Church of Christ in Thailand, 
stressed that one of the main reasons why the great expectations of earlier 
missionaries had not been fulfilled was simply because of inadequate recruitment 
to the Christian ministry. "I hope and pray", he said, "that this conference, 
the symbol of our unity in Christ, will guide us in ways and means of adapting 


ourselves to the new age." HeP.S., Geneva 
NORWAY Smallest Number of Theological Students for 30 Years 


(Oslo) The number of theological students at the two faculties in Oslo is at 
present lower than it has been since 1923. There are 150 enrolled. Last autumn 
only eleven students began training. If this continues it will create a diffi- 
cult situation, as an unusually large number of clergymen will be reaching the 
age of retirement in the next ten years. Estimates put the figure at about 400. 
The total number of clergymen in the Norwegian Church is about 1000, 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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FINLAND Rebuilding of Churches in Porkkala 


A request has been made to the ilinistry of Church Affairs in Finland for 
permission to take up a collection in all Finnish churches on March 11 for re- 
building the churches in Porkkala, In this district west of Helsinki recently 
returned by the Russians, churches have been neglected and repair is urgently 
needed. 


‘hen the Russians left Porkkala, it was evident that the old medieval church 
in Kyrkslatt was badly damaged, it is reported. The pews, the altar, and the 
pulpit had disappeared. Luring the occupation the church was presumably used as 
a casino by the Russian soldiers. The church's glass windows, the altarpiece 
and the organ had been removed te a church outside the area prior to the evacua- 
tion in 1944, 


Degerby church was in fairly good repair, though the cross on its spire had 
been removed. The two vicarages in Kyrkslatt need to be thoroughly restored, and 
the vicarage in Degerby is reported to be so dilapidated that it can hardly be 
repaired. 


In connection with the return of the Porkkala district the Russian ambassa- 
dor Lebedev stated during a visit with the Finnish Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
iir, Virolainen, that the gravestones in the cemeteries of Kyrkslatt and Degerby 
"were removed without the knowledge of the Soviet central authorities when the 
Soviet naval base was being built". The ambassador deplored this on behalf of 
his Government and stated that the Soviet Union is willing to pay the cost of 
putting the cemeteries in order. 


Before 1944 both Porkkala congregations belonged to the Swedish diocese in 
Finland, Borga diocese, the majority of residents having been Swedish-speaking 
since the Middle Ages. After the return of Porkkala, the Bishop of the Swedish 
diocese, the Rt. Rev. G.0. Resenqvist, made a tour of inspection to the district 
to investigate possibilities of establishing an ordered congregational life there 
as the inhabitants gradually return. 


In Denmark and Sweden collections have been started to support rebuilding 
of the two parish churches in Porkkala. The initiative has been taken in Denmark 
by the Christian daily Kristeligt Dagblad and in Sweden by "Svenska kyrkohjalpen", 
the relief organisation of the Churen of Sweden. HeP.S., Geneva 


CHINA WCC Representatives to Visit China 


(Nagpur) For the first time since the revolution a representative of the Jorld 
Council of Churches will visit Christian groups in China. According to reports 
from Nagpur, India, lutheran Bishop Rajah B. iManikam, has obtained a visa for 

such a visit. 


Dr. Manikam is completing his duties as joint Hast Asia secretary of the 
World Council of Churches and the International liissionary Council prior to 
devoting full time to the Bishopric of Tranquebar in Tiruchirappalli, to which 
he was consecrated in January (see E.P.S. No. 4). E.P.S., Geneva 
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GERMANY Death of Dr ‘/ilhelm Menn 


(Frankfurt /ilain) On 29th February 1956, in Frankfurt on ‘ain, Dr Jilhelm Menn 
died suddenly in his 67th year. Dr/lenn, who early found his way into tne ecumen- 
ical movement through his work as an industrial chaplain, devoted all his energy 
to the promotion of inter-church understanding in Germany, and, indeed, wherever 
an opportunity arose to ccnfer with churchmen about the great problems of our 
time. Until his death Dr ilenn was the director of the Oekumenische Centrale of 
the Arbeitsgemeinschaft der christlichen Kirchen in Deutschland (National Christ- 
ian Council), a post for which he was unusually qualified by his collaboration 
over many years in ecumenical study work, his exceptional knowledge in the sphere 
of ecumenical relations, and the practical experience upon which was grounded 
his openness to the aims of the ‘Jorld Council of Churches. It was therefore 
natural that in 1948, after the First Assembly of the orld Council of Churches 
in Amsterdam, he should become a member of the Ecumenical Study Committee. 


The ecumenical movement loses in Dr ‘:enn one of its oldest friends and pro- 
moters, one who appreciated its essential importance, an ecumenist of stature. 
At innumerable ecumenical conferences, as well as in the day-to-day course of 
ecumenical work, he acted as an interpreter of ecumenical matters to the German 
Protestant churches, and as a link between them and the Jorld Council. In these 
capacities, for which he had an exceptional talent, he will be greatly missed. 
In recognition of his services to the ecumenical cause, the Evangelical Theolo- 
gical Faculty of Bonn University conferred upon him in 1954 the honorary degree 


of Doctor of Divinity. HeP.Se, Geneva 
POLAND Developments in the Evangelical Churches 


The 1956 Yearbook of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in 
Poland, passing in review the second half of 1954 and the first half of 1955, 
states that church life in Poland has developed 'normally and peacefully’. The 
episcopal visitations, which were fcr the most part carried out by Bishop Kotula 
himself, were stated to be the most important and gratifying part of the task of- 
consolidation of a widely dispersed church. Further, the report descri 2s evange-~ 
lisation as a characteristic feature of the Church's work, It is typical of 
evangelisation in Poland that it is not generally confined to one pastor, tut 
that a different pastor speaks each evening, This method is particularly developed 
in the industrial area of Slask where some of the congregations group themselves, 
according to their geographical proximity, into a kind of ring, within which each 
pastor preaches in a different congregation on each evening of a week, 


The report deals at length with the work among the scattered congregations 
in Poland. This work, which began as a movement within the Church in Teschen, 
has spread, and for the last three years it has covered the whole Church. A church 
choir rally in \iarsaw drew about a hundred participants from all parts of the 
country. General conferences to bring together the pastors of the very scattered 
Evangelical Church of Poland are described as being of particular importance. 
The Pastors! Conference held in Bielsko in 1954, in which 7C out of a total of 
some 110 pastors took part, is said to have proved of great spiritual value. 


The report also describes the transformation of the former Theological 
Faculty of the University of ‘iarsaw into an independent resident Theological 
Academy, financed by the State. The Academy is housed in the Deaconess Home at 
Chylice near ‘Jarsaw, and its Rector is Prefessor Niemezyk. In 1954 the Academy 
had 20 Evangelical and seven Old Catholic students. 
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With respect to press and publishing activities it is reported that the 
periodical "Evangelical \Jatch-Tower" appears fortnightly. In the year covered 
by the report there appeared the Yearbook for 1955, a new edition of the prayer 
book 'To God', and a new edition of the handbook of Bible history. A new service 
book was about to be published at the time of the completion of the report. 


The Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Poland is a member of 
the World Council of Churches. E.P.o-, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Desegregation of Church Agencies 


A statement affirming that the sacraments, work and worship of the Church 
are "open to all its members without regard to race, colour, or nationality" 
was adopted by the National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church in a 
recent meeting in Greenwich, Connecticut. 


Declaring that "any attitude or act in the House of God which sets breth- 
ren of different races apart from one another is sinful", the statement sets 
desegregation as a goal for all church institutions and agencies. 

E.P.oe, Geneva 
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Deportation of Archbishop Makarios 


A personal statement by the General Secretary of the iJorld Council of - 
Churches, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, was issued in Geneva on March 13, follow- 
ing the deportation of Archbishop Makarios from Cyprus. Dr. Visser 't Hooft 
said: 


1) With regard to the deportation of Archbishop Makarios I am not yet ina 
position to give more than a personal expression of opinion, since it will take 
some time to consult with the officers of the World Council of Churches and the 
Executive Committee, and we have not yet heard from the churches in Britain or 
had the opportunity to study the full statement of the British Government's 
poli CYe 


2) The deportation of the Archbishop and other churchmen from Cyprus by the 
British Governor of Cyprus has aroused the deepest feelings in the Orthodox 
churches. Telegrams and messages which we have received from the Patriarch of 
Alexandria, the locum tenens of the Patriarch of Jerusalem, the Archbishop of 
Athens and the Archbishop of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America, as well as from the bishops of Paphos and Kitiumof the Church of Cyprus 
itself, and from the Moderator of the Greek Evangelical Church, expressed the 
shock and indignation caused by the arrest and exile of the head of an ancient 
autocephalous church which is alse an original member of the WYorld Council of 
Churches. Even though the activities of the Archbishop as ecclesiastical and as 
political leader are logically distinguishable they cannot be separated in the - 
minds of the people. It must therefore be made unmistakably clear to all concern- 
ed that this act against the head of a church is very deeply resented through- 
out the ancient Orthodox Churches. It is endangering the efforts of the World 
Council to bring "Western" and "Eastern" Christians together, and will, if un=- : 
checked, have serious consequences for the whole relationship between the Ortho- 
dox peoples and those of the West. 


The aim of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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3) Christian opinion around the world is greatly shocked and troubled by 
this event. Christians of other member churches of the World Council will wish 
to express’ to their colleagues in the Orthodox Churches their deep sympathy and 
to assure them of their prayers and of their deep desire that justice should be 
done. 


4) The World Council of Churches has always emphasised two principles with 
regard to such problems. The first concerns self-determination. The Churches! 
Commission on International Affairs declered in 1954 that it recognised "the 
right and fitness of the people of Cyprus to determine for themselves their 
future status". 


The other principle is that all concerned should persist with patience in 
seeking peaceful means of settling such disputes. I have no doubt that a great 
weight of Christian opinion demands that the dispute in Cyprus should be settled 
by negotiation and not by the imposition of one solution by force or by acts of 
violence on one side or the other. 


5) I find that responsible public opinion in many countries considers that 
the deportation of the Archbishop was not in line with the best traditions of 
British statesmanship. I am sure that a great many Christians in many countries 
and churches share my own belief that the recall of the Archbishop from exile is 
an essential preliminary to the continuation of negotiations. 


I believe that I speak on behalf of Christian opinion in many churches when 
I suggest that all concerned should be asked to make a fresh attempt to reach an 
agreed solution of the constitutional problem in Cyprus. E.P.S., Geneva 


Orthodox Churches Protest Against Deportation 


Following the news of the deportation of Archbishop Makarios, the “orld 
Council's Secretariat at Geneva telegraphed to the Church of Cyprus expressing 
deep concern and the assurance that the officers would be consulted urgently 
regarding WCC action. The Church of Cyprus has been a member of the orld Council 
since the First Assembly at Amsterdam in 1948. Before he was consecrated Bishop, 
Archbishop iilakarios held an ecumenical scholarship awarded by the Inter-Church 
Aid Department of the world Council. He studied at Beston University from 1946 
to 1948. The scholarship was provided by the Methodist Church. 


The staff of the orld Council is in tcouch with officers of the Council 
and of the Churches' Commission on International Affairs in London, New York 
and Geneva by cable, telephone and letter, and every means is being taken to 
reach an early decision by the officers and Fxecutive regarding the action which 
should be taken. 


Mennwhile telegrams addressed to the \Jorld Council from many quarters 
express the shock caused by the deportation of the Archbishop. 


Bishop Photios, ‘letropolitan of Paphos "on behalf of the Cypriot clergy 
and people humbly requests the intervention of the World Council of Churches 
for the immediate return of the Archbishop and those exiled with him". Bishop 
Anthimos of Kitium in Cyprus denounces the action of the British authorities 
and appeals to the World Council to use its influence "to help a sister church 
in distress". The Patriarch Christopher of Alexandria protests against the 
"barbarian and brutal expulsion of the Archbishop" and requests the "immediate 
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and effective intervention" of the ‘orld Council "to the end that justice may 
be done’, Archbishop Athenagoras, locum tenens of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, 
expresses "deep sorrow and indignation for the unjust deportation of the Arch- 
bishop" and his assistants, and requests the World Council to take steps "for 
their immediate release". Archbishop Spyridon of Athens speaks of "the profound 
shock and holy indignation" of the Holy Synod of the Church of Greece. On behalf 
of the Greek Church and people, the Synod "vehemently protests against this act 
of sacrilege by which the Christian name is profaned, human liberty trampled i 
over, the rights of peoples cynically disregarded, the might of injustice brutal- 
ly imposed and church order scorned', The Greek Church "appeals to the World 
Council to exercise its influence among the Christian peoples to induce the 
British Government to recall immediately this act of sacrilege". Archbishop 
Wichael of the Greek Orthodox Diocese of North and South America, as a Christian, 
a Bishop, as a Greek-American and as one of the Presidents of the ‘orld Council 
of Churches asks the WCC for a vigorous protest "against the abduction of Arch- 
bishop Makarios and the Bishop of Kyrenia" and to take every measure "for their 
immediate return'', He hopes that they may be restored to their flocks before 
Passion-tide. He fears that the abduction of the two prelates "in such an uncivil- 
ized, unchristian and undemocratic way... is bound to have tremendous detrimental 
repercussions on the cause of the allies throughout the Mediterranean". "This is 
a unique opportunity", he says, "for the .Jorld Council to show that it is greatly 
concerned with the peace of the world, the freedom of mankind and the solidarity 
among its member churches." The Moderator of the Greek Evangelical Church, Mr. 
Kyriakakis, strongly protests against the exile of the Archbishop and his 
colleagues "struggling for the sacred right. of freedom and self-determination". 
He hopes that the World Council will "demand the restoration of the head of our 
fellow-member church and other Christian leaders of Cyprus to their places". 
E.P.S., Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND Primate Discounts Fears of Super-church 
(Wellington) - "it the time when the ‘/orld Council of Churches was constituted © 


in 1948, some people feared it was going to set up some sort of super-church 
which might dictate to the Christian churches, That fear has proved entirely 
groundless. It is not a council of the Church, it is a council of the churches, 
and the member churches remain entirely ety ononete. declared the Archbishop of 
New Zealand, the Most Rev. R.H. Owen, chairman of a meeting called recently by 
the National Council of Churches in Wellington. The meeting was called to hear 
Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches 
and Dr. Leslie E, Cooke, director of the i!.C.C.'s Division of Inter-Church Aid 
and Service to Refugees. 


The two representatives of the Jorld Council of Churches were members of 
an "ecumenical team" visiting New Zealand after the W.C.C. Executive meeting in 
Australia, early in February (see E.P.S. No, 8). Other members of the team were 
Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, the Rev. Philip Potter, Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, 
Bishop L. De Ifel and Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam. It is estimated that over 50,000 
people heard one or other of the speakers in a series of meetings organised 
throughout New Zealand. 


Archbishop Owen called the founding of the World Council of Churches "the 
beginning of a new epoch in ecclesiastical history". For the first time the 
divided Christian churches were joined together by a visible and constitutional 
bond; a great instrument for Christian fellowship was created, he said. 
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'Tn New Zealand we have discovered through our National Council of Churches 
that a way can be found of common understanding between the churches and a common 
action by the churches. We have discovered that through common action our differ- 
ences become less menacing and our common understanding more effective, said 
Archbishop Owen. 


"For the truths that we hold in common are far more important than the 
differences that divide us, and in Christ we are all united." 


The body that inspired and guided throughout the world this "splendid move- 
ment of friendship and cooperation between the churches" was the World Council. 
Archbishop Owen said, "the World Council is only at the beginning of its history; 
almost limitless possibilities for good lie before it 


The Archbishop emphasised the great need for Christian fellowship - today, 
as two beliefs about human life - the spiritual and the materialistic - contend 
for the souls of men. A combined front of all Christians was needed fo face the 
materialism that denies their faith, he declared. E.P.S., Geneva 


YMCA Launch Study Programme at Mainau 


The 1956 programme at the International Centre Castle Mainau (Germany) is aimed 
toward an ecumenical and international training of youth. The conference season 
at Mainau, an island on Lake Constance, starts at the beginning of April and ends- 
in the middle of October. The iainau Institute is sponsored jointly by the nation- 
al Alliance of YMCAs of Sweden and Germany and by the World Alliance of YMCAs. 


Courses and conferences attract students and instructors from many countries< 
Participants are from Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic churches. Fundamen- 
tal questions will be raised, according to Arne Hjelmqvist, Principal of !ainau. 


"Men, Women and Family Life" will be a course especially for young leaders, 
A seminar for selected leaders will be held to seek answers to some of the vital 
questions and the changing needs of youth in a new era of atomic power. "Psycho- 
Logy in Relation to Youth Leadership and Pastoral Care" will be the subject of 
a course for pastors and Christian youth leaders. Attention will be givenin 
a later gathering to the needs of a modern community in relationship to physical 
education. Other conferences and courses deal with such questions as "Work-and 
Leisure", "The Role of Young People in the Europe of Tomorrow", "Scouting - Law 
and Promise", "YMCA and YWCA Work with Ycung People of Secondary School Age", 
"Personnel Managers, Psychologists, Counsellors, and Welfare Workers in Industry". 


The courses, consultations and seminars at the Centre show a great variety 
of themes, but directly or indirectly they all are centered around Christian 
youth work, One of the regibr yearly courses has been a four to six weeks! general 
training conference for leaders in the YMCA and in other Christian youth move- 
ments, lay or professional. Such courses deal with Christian doctrine, Bible 
study, the history of the ecumenical movement, group work techniques, youth 


psychology, singing and sports. EePeSe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Purposes Behind Churches' Visit to U.S.OR. 


(New York) - A better understanding of what churches in the two countries are 
doing to help promote world peace is one of the goals of the National Council of 
Churches! deputation to religious leaders in the Soviet Union (see E.P.S. No. 6) 
from March 9-22. 
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It is the hope of the deputation, expressed by Dr. tugene Carson Blake, 
President of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, that the con- 
versations with Russian church leaders may embrace many subjects of mutual 
interest. As conceived by the American churchmen, these would include: addition 
to methods of working for world peace; the freedom of the churches to fulfil 
their mission; current trends in theological education; the Christian faith and 
other religions; Christian faith and modern science; Christian literature and 
the relations between the churches in the United States and the Soviet Union. 


It is the expectation that the conversations begun in Moscow will be con- 
tinued when the Russian church leaders come to the United States on or about 
June lst, 


The original proposal was that American churchmen, "as a manifestation of 
the spiritual fellowship binding all Christians", pay a goodwill visit to the 
Soviet Union. The proposal was made by the National Council's Department of Inter- 
national Affairs. The General Board of the National Council at its quarterly meet- 
ing in New York last June approved the recommendation and authorised the president 
to take whatever steps were necessary to bring about a visit to the Soviet Union. 
President Blake, by cable and letter, made known the wishes of American church- 
men to His Holiness Alexei, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia. 


Two months later, a favourable reply was received from Metropolitan Nikolai 
on behalf of Patriarch Alexei. The reply said that "with brotherly love in Christ 
we are ready-to meet your delegation" and proposed that plans be extended to 
assure a two-way visit. The Russian church leader said: "We would like to visit 


you and get acquainted with church life in America." E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Religious Radio-TV Report: 


(New York) ~ The largest budget for religious radio, television and film pro- 
duction in the history of U.S. cooperative church work has been approved. A-total 
of $ 1,751,400 -- an increase of $ 346,400 over last year's record figure -- will 
be spent during 1956 by the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National 4 
Council of Churches. lilajor sources of additional income are denominational appro- 
priations earmarked for specific productions, a Commission spokesman said. 


Annual reports presented to the Board showed that in 1955 the 30 major 
Protestant and Eastern Orthodox communions cooperating in the Commission: 


Produced seven TV programme series, including 55 new live shows and 26 new 
TV films -- making a total of 287 films in circulation during the year. 


Presented seven national weekly radio programmes, plus major Easter and 
Thanksgiving shows. 


Produced five new motion pictures and 7 filmstrips and started work on two 
additional films and a number of miscellaneous projects. 


Secured placement of religious news items on 311 commercial radio and TV 
newscasts. 


Sponsored six week-long workshops and 40 one-day institutes to train upwards 
of 1200 ministers, educators and others in radio and TV production techniques, 


Completed preliminary plans for a master ten-year blueprint of radio and TV 
religious education programming to be produced in cooperation with the National 
Council's Division of Christian Education. E.P.S., Geneva 


- 
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GERMANY New Developments in Church-State Relations in East 


(Berlin) In his first sermon since his return from the meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the World Council of Churches in Australia, Bishop Otto Dibelius, 
a president of the World Council, defined his attitude to the general situation 
in the German Democratic Republic. 


Peace is the concern of the Church" 


Bishop Dibelius said that the Church was not afraid at the prospect of a 
period of struggle and of suffering. The Church in Germany had particular cause 
40 know that in such times new forces of faith and of love were granted her, for 
which she must be wholeheartedly thankful. Peace was the present concern of the 
Church. "We are not so self-righteous as to presuppose that in every conflict 
between us and the authorities only one side is to blame. Repentance ought not 
to be preached to us in vain", asserted the Bishop. The Church was open to criti- 
cism from any quarter if she overstepped the boundaries set her by God. 


Bishop Dibelius indicated the will of the Church to work for the pacifica- 
tion of the disordered world "by means which are in conformity with the Church". 
These means were: the proclamation of the Gospel, which is bound to God's Words 
the united prayers of the Church and its members; united works of love, whence 
peace flows freely out, and to the people. The Church must be able to perform 
this service in freedom and joyfulness. Her freedom must not be limited because 
of the statements of men who know nothing of the nature of the Church. 


Church authorities see Government 


The situation of which Bishop Dibelius spoke is one which has been marke d, 
since the arrest of the workers in the Station ilission, (see E.P.S. Nos. 4 and 5) 
by renewed conflicts between Church and State in the DDR. The Bishop said that 
4t is the concern of the Church "that there be peace". The representatives of 
the Church, who on 10th February 1956 held a discussion with the government of 
the DDR about State-Church relations, said that they were ready to take part in 
further conversations in order to clarify State-Church relations in the DDR. The 
Minister of the Interior of the DDR, Herr Maron, in his statement to the church - 
representatives on February 10th, left open the possibility of "positive discus- 
sions about the relations between State and Church". Thus the release of certain 
of the Station Myssion workers who had been arrested in January seemed to herald 
the beginning of a certain relaxation of tension. 


The school problem 


In this "situation of discussion between State and Church", a decree issued: 
by the "Municipal Council of Greater Berlin, Public Education Section" (East Ber- 
lin) has elicited "the greatest anxiety". This"Decree for the safeguarding of 
order and stability in the educational process in the Democratic schools" refers 
explicitly in its last section to the "yeligious instruction" of children, which, 
it is said, must end at elementary school level. This puts an end to Christian 
teaching in the secondary schools. The decree nevertheless refers explicitly to 
"all demands on the pupils outside school time" as well as "tall persons who teach 
or train schoolchildren outside the school", This affects also Christian teaching 
(Christenlehre) carried on under the auspices of the Church, Under this directive, 
the entire Christian education of youth inside and outside school buildings is 
subordinated in form and content to state control by means of regulation. Thus 
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the headmaster has to decide about the "admission" of pastors and catechists and 
about their fitness for catechetical instruction. The pastors and catechists, 
who "must tale a positive attitude tcwards the workers' and peasants' state! are 
issued by him with permits whose validity must be extended every three months 
and which can be withdrawn at any time. The headmaster has further to determine 
in which classrooms religious instruction may be given. Catechists and pastors 
to whom a certificate of permission for Christian teaching is issued may only 
be present in the school during the hours prescribed for Christian teaching and 
in the rooms authorised by the headmaster. The latter is even required to exer- 
cise regular control over "all extra-schocl events and other extra-curricular 
activities", This applies to preparation for confirmation, where that exists, 

as well as to those responsible for all such activities. 


Berlin Church defends teachers 


The authorities of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg gave care- 
ful attention to the situation created by the decree. On March lst, they decided 
unanimously te take immediately all appropriate steps to guarantee the Christian 
instruction of children in East Berlin. On Sunday, 4th March, a declaration of 
the church authorities was read from all pulpits in East Berlin. It notified 
Christian parents and parishioners of the facts of the case and appealed to them 
to send their children to Sunday school, Christian instruction, and preparation 
for confirmation. "A struggle is here forced upon us which we have not sought", 
runs the declaration. "The Word of God calls us to resist at this point." The 
Public Education Section of the Ifunicipal Council was asked to repeal the decree. 


Other churches support stand 


The Council of the United Church (Evangelische Kirche der Union) has endorsed 
the protest of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg. It described the 
East Berlin school decree as placing the gravest obstacles in the way of relig- 
ious instruction in the schools, and "a serious infringement of the Constitution 
of the DDR and an unlawful encroachment upon the rights of the Church". At the 
saine time it expressed the hope that the negotiations which had now begun with 
the government of the DDR would lead to a relaxation of tension between State 
and Church, 


Under the presidency of Bishop Dibelius, the Council and Church Conference 
cf the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) will also be concerned with the church 
situation in the DDR at a meeting on larch 15th and 16th in Hanover. 
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The congregations in the DDR also heard with "grave alarm" that numerous 
burgomasters have called the parish councils to "discussions", At first, a few 
church elders appeared at the meetings. They had to listen to the full text of 
a statement of the Minister for Home Affairs, Herr Maron, which contained the 
sentence: "ile do not live any longer in the Middle Ages, when representatives | 
of religious superstition could suppress progressive opinions." E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY ( Church Workers in Custody 


Thirty-fcur evangelical church workers are still under arrest and/or sen- 
tence inthe German Democratic Republic. Arrests go back to the year 1947, Severe 
prison sentences have been consistently imposed. In a few cases the grounds and 
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length of the sentence, and the place where it is being served are unknown. Among 
the 34 arrested persens are the workers of the Station !iission, who have not yet 


been released, HePeoe, Geneva 
INDIA New Secretary for National Christian Council 


Ranjit M. Chetsingh will join the staff of the National Christian Council 
in India on September Ist, 1956, He will be responsible for both "Relations with 
Gevernment" and "Direction of Relief" and will be stationed in New Delhi. The 
headquarters of the National Christian Council are at Nagpur. Mr. Chetsingh has 
been General Secretary in London of the World Committee for Consultation of the 
Friends (Quakers). He is also a member of the Administrative Committee of the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, World Council of Churches. 


llr. Chetsingh was chairman of the National Christian Council Central Relief 
Committee for India and Pakistan for three years following the partition of India 
in 1947. In his new position he will watch the interests of religious liberty 
from the Christian standpoint and make representations to the Indian government. 
He will also interpret the position of the Indian government to Christians in 
India and abroad when matters of concern arise. 


The new secretary will visit. Kenya and Uganda on behalf of the Quakers on 


his way from London to India, H.P.Se, Geneva 
NORWAY The Metropolitan Nikolai Visits Oslo 


(Oslo) ~ The lietropolitan Nikolai paid a private visit to Oslo, early this month. 
He was invited by the Rev. Ragnar Forbech, who last year was awarded the Stalin 
Peace Prize. The i'etropolitan stayed in Oslo for seven days. 


According to the Press Service of the Norwegian Institute for Inter-Church 
Relations, the Norwegian Department of Church Affairs refused an application from 
Mr. Forbech to let the Metropolitan speak in the Cathedral of Oslo because of the 
private nature cf his visit and because it was arranged "in cooperation with the 
leftist 'Partisan of Peace! movement". Pastor Forbech first asked for the assembly 
hall of the university for a public meeting where the Metropolitan was to speak. 
This was refused by the university on the ground that it would involve the 
university in politics, which would be contrary to accepted rules. Later, the 
topic of the lecture was changed and the Metropolitan gave a lecture in the old 
university hall about the "Russian Orthodox Church today". 


The Metropolitan had no official contact with church leaders in Norway 
during his stay in Oslo. E.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM Church of England Leaders on the Situation in Cyprus 


(London) - In a speech delivered in the House of Lords on the deportation of the 
Greek Orthodox Archbishop Makarios from Cyprus by the British authorities (see 
E.P.S. No. 11), the Archbishop of Canterbury declared: 


"Great perplexity and distress tes been caused to Christian opinion both in 
this country and elsewhere by the arrest and removal of the Head of one of the 
historic Churches of the world... But the Orthodox Churches regard this event 
with indignation as an act of sacrilege, persecution and barbarism..." 


"Archbishop Makarios", lr. Fisher went on to say, "is the leading ecclesias- 
tic and the leading political figure of Cyprus... There is bound to be uneasi- 
ness in any British mind when a political leader is arrested and removed with- 
out trial. It is even more alarming when such action has the effect of inter- 
ferring with the functioning and loyalties of a Christian community." 


Describing the Greek character, the Archbishop said: "Je must realize that 
the Greek Orthodex people have in the past survived centuries of terrible oppres- 
sion and have won existence and freedom for nation and church by violent strife 
and violent means. This is engrained in them from their history. Archbishop 
liakarios was continuing a tradition of the past when once again he identified 
leadership of his Church with a struggle for political freedom." 


Concerning the British position, the Archbishop declared: "In all gentle- 
ness we must ask our Orthodox friends to understand our position. Taught by our 
own history as a nation, we believe that it is impossible to combine the two 
functions and that if a man tries to do so, he must be judged by the political 
aims and the political methods, which he employs or allows, as other politicians 
are, and must take the consequences." 


Speaking on the political question, the Archbishop continued: "Let me say 
frankly that in one matter of intense political and Christian concern, Archbishop 
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viakarios has put himself very seriously in the wrong. To his own people and to 
ethers he has allowed himself to appear to condone violence (and the Government 
goes further in saying that he connived at it) in a way in which, wherever it 
occurs, the Christian conscience must ccndemn." 


Dr. Fisher said: "There is good reason to suppose that Archbishop llararios 
was a moderating influence on those extremists who were associated with him in 
the Ethnarchy Council. His moderating influence might have been utilized far more 
profitably to reach a solution, had the Government in earlier stages of the 
quarrel had a clearer imagination and foresight. At the sane time, even if the 
Government has not established its case for the Archbishop's direct complicity 
in the policy of violence and outrage, the Archbishop made it hard to doubt it 
and his refusal to condemn had the same public effect as complicity. Cur Greek 
and Crthodox friends must be ready to recognise that the British Government in 
its political action has an absolute duty to restore civil order and that it 
cannot stand idly when confronted with civil disorder and incitement to kill 
and destroy." 


In conclusion the Archbishop made three proposals which would seem possible- 
for all parties "to leave the past behind and go forward to a peaceful and order- 
ly and generous acceptance of the mutual responsibilities of Cyprus and Great 
Britain to one another and to the world: 


"1, The correspondence between the Governor of Cyprus and the Archbishop 
shows a very large area of common agreement as to the future constitution. Let~- 
the Government appoint at once a competent person or persons to draft a consti- 
tution along the lines of that correspondence, with freedom to consult whom 
they will, and instructed to attach to it a suggested timetable for its applica- 
tion. This draft would, of course, bind nobody: but it would become the basis 
for discussion with Archbishop Makarios and others concerned. By this means time 
would be gained in which passions could be cooled; everyone could feel that 
progress was being made; and when negctiations were resumed, they would be ereat- 
ly assisted by being related to a proposedconstitution in draft, so that they 
could deal with defined facts and not with fears and distrusted intentions. 


'2. The Greek and Turkish Governments should then join with our Government 
in an immediate appeal to the Cypriots to end terrorism. 


"3, Archbishop Makarios should be informed that his exile was temporary 
and would end as soon as public order in Cyprus was restored: and he should be 
assured that when a draft constitution was in being direct negotiations with 
him would at once be resumed." 


Speaking later in the course of the same debate, the Bishop of Chichester, 
Dr. G.K.A. Bell declared: 


"Colleagues of the World Council of Churches have spoken of the reaction 
through the whole world. Throughout large parts of the world, Christian opinion, 
they say, is greatly shocked and troubled by this event. Whilst I know that my 
view will not be agreed with, I think it is important to know not what I think 
(that is quite irrelevant) but what outside churches think of us. They say "lle 
cannot understand". There is widespread bewilderment abroad, and they cannot 
understand that an action which, rightly or wrongly, they look upon as bypassing 
the law should have been taken, above all by Britain. And they would say that 
the action is an action which, so far as they can see from the facts that have 
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been sc far published, is without adequate moral basis. \hile the British Govern- 
ment may be thoroughly satisfied as to the rightness of this action, nevertheless 
from the point of view of many people in the international theatre it comes as a 
blow to British prestige and a reduction of Britain's capacity for moral leader- 
ship. 


",..There is no dispute that the outrages are horrible, and that they are 
by all gocd Christian opinion wholeheartedly condermed. And 1 can understand 
the request which the Governor has made and which the Cclonial Secretary has 
made to Archbishop \akarios to declare openly against terrorism. 1 deplore and 
condemn terrorism, and I wish with all my heart that the Greek Orthodox Church 
weuld publicly condemn it. But before we condemn Archbishop :lakarios too vehe- 
mently I think we should remember the strength of the nationalist sentiment in 
Cyprus. It is far from certain that if Archbishop llakarios did make a public 
condemnation of the terrorist movement that the terrcrist movement would cease." 

E.P.o., Geneva 


GERMANY Towards a Permanent "Cenference of uropean Churches" 


(\luppertal) - Plans for closer cooperation between the European churches were 
discussed at the follow-up Committee of the Brussels Ecumenical Conference, which 
met at Wuppertal from larch 9th-LOth, 1956 (see E.P.S. No. 39, 1955). It was 
attended by delegates and observers from the churches of the Netherlands, Bel- 
gium, France, Germany, Scandinavia, Great Britain and Czechoslovakia. 


Tt was decided to make arrangements for a meeting to be hel¢ in the winter 
of 1956/57 to pave the way for a Conference ensuring close ccoperation between 
European churches. The body would be a centre for European ecumenical fellow- 
ship. The preparatory Committee, which was increased to include a representative 
of the Czechoslovak churches, will discuss a number of questions in conjunction 
with existing European ecumenical bodies. They include preaching in the present 
day world, the churches' contribution to peace and ways and means of securing 
more exchanges between European churches, 


Arrangements fer the next meeting are in the hands of Dr. Egbert Emmen, 


Holland and Prdses D. ..ilm of ‘lestphalia. E.P.S., Geneva 
PAIT STAN Religious Liberty under New Constitution 


(Karachi) - The new constitution of Pakistan, approved after eight years of dis- 
cussion, requires that the President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan must 

be a iioslem but guarantees religious freedom to Christians and members of other 
minority religious groups. 


Two Christians were members of the SO-member Constituent Assembly which 
adopted the constitution, Christians are reported to be satisfied generally with 
the safeguards to religious liberty in the new charter. 


Pakistan, the 7th largest country in the world, is now an independent 
nation in the British Commonwealth. It is about 86 per cent -‘oslem. Christians 
are estimated to be less than one per cent of the total population of 75,800,000. 
Of the 528,000 Christians, about 300,000 are Protestants and the remainder 
Roman Catholics. Hindus are the largest religious minority, about 12.9 per cent. 
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As far as education is concerned, in article 13 of the new ccnstitution the 
rights of citizens, without exception, are protected, with special assurance of 
the rights of religious minority groups. Every religious community or denomina~ 
tion "shall have the right to establish and maintain religious institutions of 
its choice, and the State shall not deny recognition to any such institutions." 
This applies even though the management is vested in the community or denomina~ 
tion. Nor can any citizen be denied admission to any educational institution 
receiving aid from public funds on "the ground only of race, religion, caste, or 
place of birth". 


"Subject to law, public order and morality, every citizen has the right to 
profess, practise, and propagate any religion", according to article 18, which 
also guarantees that every religious denomination and sect has the right to 
establish, maintain, and manage its religious institutions, 


"The State shall protect all the legitimate rights and interests of the 
non-iloslem communities of Pakistan", article 28 states. 


A group of representative Christians in a memorandum sent to the !nority 
Affairs liinistry of the Pakistan government, while praising the religious liberty 
guaranteed in the constitution questioned the Christian representation in the 
National Assembly. This memorandum questioned the three seats allotted to Christ- 
dans oy comparison with the SNe to which the Christian community is entitled 
on a population basis. 


According to the memorandum the number of seats allotted to Christians is: 
inadequate. It is claimed that the rights of Christians to land and public offic- 
es should be determined by reference to their proportion of population and their 
humanitarian services, as well as by membership in the constituent assembly. 

B.eP.S.-, Geneva 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA Curriculum Conference on Christian Education 


In Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, a Curriculum Conference on Christian Educa~ 
tion brought together for the period from February 6th-17th, 1956, representa~ 
tives delegated from some twenty denominations and from cooperative Christian 
bodies of the region. The delagates came from Madagascar, ilozambique, Northern 
Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, and the Union of South Africa, to con- 
front the urgent need of more adequate teaching materials for their churches and 
to discover ways to effective cooperation (see also E.P.S. No. 3). Mrs Emily 
Shacklock was visiting consultant. Her journey had been arranged through the 
World Council of Christian Education and the Africa Committee of the Division 
of Foreign Missions, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


This Curriculum Conference made a careful study during its first week of 
actual needs confronted by the teaching Church in its work in these regions, 
Study covered a wide range, from situations in tribal villages to conditions in 
industrial centres where people of Africa are cut off from their past and not 
integrated into their present environment. Groups for rural work, and urban 
centres considered the needs in Sunday schools of the African churches. 


In the final week of the Conference, five groups worked out suggested out- 
lines for graded curricula on all levels for use in Southern Africa. To break 
down these outlines into individual lessons, secure writers, and to produce 
materials, an Interim Action Committee has been set up. It will carry forward 
the work in ccoperation with Christian Councils. BePeSe, Geneva 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA U.S. Church Leaders Prolong Stay.in Prague 


On their way to loscow, a party of U.S. churchmen (see E.P.S. No. 11) were 
afforded an opportunity to beccme acquainted with Christian leaders of Czecho- 
slovakia. Arriving in Prague, the churchmen were greeted by a delegation of eight 
headed by Bishop John, head of the Eastern Orthodox Church in Czechoslovakia. 
Ministers of the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren and Methodists joined in 
the welcome. 


The American churchmen had planned to reach Moscow on Saturday night but 
found the Czech churches had arranged am overnight stay. 


Prior to departure, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, president of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches in the U.S.A., declared: "This is but the first step in what we 
hope may be a series of such conversations which should be normal among Christ- 


ian churchmen." EeP.S., Geneva 
U.S.5.R. Anglican Church Receives Invitation to USSR 


(Moscow) - According to a report from Tass, the Soviet Press Agency, the Patriarch 
of the Russian Orthodox Church has invited the Archbishop of Canterbury to send 
a delegation in July to Russia "to discuss certain theological problems affect- 


ing the Anglican and Russian Churches." B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Orthodox Liturgical Books to be Translated 


(New York) - Ina significant new development of tradition, the ancient texts 
of two sacred books used in communion services of the Eastern Orthodox Churches 
will be rendered into modern English. 


A group of four Biblical scholars has been formed to undertake the task 
with the approval of ‘letropolitan Antony Bashir, New York, head of the North 
American Archdiocese of the Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church. 


Announcement of the project, expected to take abcut a year, was made by 
the Rev. Dr. Gerald E. Knoff, New York, executive secretary of the National 
Council of Churches! Division of Christian Zducation, The scholars! Committee 
was organised under the auspices of the Council, of which the Syrian Orthodox 
communion is a constituent member. 


Involved in the project are the Gospel Book and the Epistle Book which to- 
gether comprise most of the New Testament. The texts are in ancient Greek and 
the lectionaries in their present form date back to the 7th century. Passages 
from both lectionaries are read during the Holy Eucharist service, held daily 
in some Eastern Orthodox churches, as well as each Sunday. 


The English version of the ancient lectionaries will be based on the corres- 
ponding passages in the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Rendering of the 
lectionaries into English will thus be a task of adaptation rather than trans- 
lation. 


Chairman of the special scholars' committee is the Rev. Dr. Luther A. Weigle, 
New Haven, Conn., dean emeritus of Yale Divinity School and chairman of the Stan- 
dard Bible Committee which produced the Revised Standard Version. 
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The other scholars are: The Very Rev. Father Georges Florovsky, faculty 
member of Harvard Divinity School and a vice-president of the National Council 
of Churches; the Rev. Dr. Frederick C. Grant, New York, professor of New Testa- 
ment, Union Theological Seminary; and the Rev. Father Paul Schneirla, rector 
of St. Mary's Church (Syrian Orthodox), Brooklyn, N.Y., and a faculty member of 
St. Vladimir's.Crthodox Theological Seminary. 


The two lectionaries as rendered into English will be used in services of 
the Syrian Orthodox Churches in the United States and other English-speaking 
countries. There are 88 Syrian Orthodox parishes in the U.S., with 75,000 members, 
according to the lastest count. The church body is under the jurisdiction of the 
Patriarch of Antioch, Syria. 


In addition, Dr. Knoff said the English version will find wide acceptance 
and use in other branches of the Eastern Orthodox family of churches wherever 
the majority of members are English-speaking. B.P.5., Geneva 


SWIT ZERLAND Fraternal Workers! Retreat at Bossey 


a ne 8 


‘(Bossey) - Sixty-five fraternal workers -- men and women invited to work in 
churches in countries other than their own -- met for five days, from March 14th~ 
19th, at the Ecumenical Institute, at Bossey, near Geneva. 


"Christian Service in Europe Seen in a Jorld Setting"! was the theme of the 
conference held under the auspices of the World Council of Churches. The ninth 
annual Fraternal Workers Retreat brought together workers from nearly a dozen 
countries and many different church denominations. 


Present at the meeting were workers engaged in social welfare and interna- 
tional reconstruction of such groups as the Brethren Service Commission, Menno- 
nite Gentral Committee, the Congregational Christian Service Committee, and theDutch 
Inter-Church Aid Committee, Presbyterian Church, USA, A number of those attend- 
ing the conference were members of the staff of the World Council of Churches! 
Service to Refugees in European countries. 


The character of the Fraternal i/orkers Retreat has changed significantly » 
since the first such meeting held in 1947. At that time postwar churches in 
Europe had invited many Americans to help them with problems of rehabilitation 
and relief. Although there were a number of workers from churches in the United 
States at the recent meeting, Europeans engaged in work in churches outside 
their own countries outnumbered those from America, 


"Most. of these workers are young men and women under thirty, but several 
are experts with long experience in their fields -- social care work, community 
development, education, and youth work," said Dr. Howard Schomer,, secretary for 
Europe of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World 
Council of Churches. 


"This type of experienced fraternal worker with firm Christian commitment 
is increasingly sought by the churches", according to Dr. Schemer who also serves 
as secretary of the Committee on Fraternal Workers and Personnel Exchanges of 
the W.C.C. 


Speakers included Dr. Werner Middleman of the Ministry of Refugees of the 
“lest German Government; Dr. Pierre Burgelin, professor of Philosoph; at the 
University of Strasbourg and president of the Student Christian Movement of France; 


No. 12 = March 23rd, 1956 -7T- 90 


Mr. Solomon Pratt of the International Labour Organisation; and Dr. Leslie Cooke 
and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, of the orld Council staff. 


Bishop Halfdan Hogsbro, chairman of the Administrative Board of the Church 
of Denmark Council on Inter-Church Felations, was the Sunday preacher. Retreat 
chaplain was the Rev. Francis House, associate general secretary of the World 


Council of Churches. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Partnership of Clergy and Laity 


(New York) =- The National Council of Churches was pictured as a "partnership 
between the clergy and laity" in a report recently issued in New York. 


It showed that 4,230 men and women, drmwn from all sections of the country; 
and many vocations, participate in shaping policy and programme of the cooperat- 
ive organisation of 30 communions, with almost an equal division between clergy 
and laity. The Council said there were 2,165 clergymen and 2,065 lay men and 
women on the rolls of the Council's leadership on February 1st, 1956. 


The 4,230 persons are drawn from the 30 denominations that constitute the 
Council, now carrying on the work of thirteen interdenominational agencies that 
existed prior to 1951, and 28 other communions that participate in one or more 
departments. Their designation as members of various boards or committees is 
made or approved by the denominations, and the numerical strength of each commun- 
ion is based on proportional representation, 


The report showed the 254-member policy-making General Board which meets 
quarterly to conduct the Council's business has 115 laymen and 139 clergymen on 
its rolls. The General Assembly which meets triennially can pass on changes of 
the constitution, admit new constituent members and elect the officers, has a 
total membership, including alternates of 1,059, This number includes 375 of the 
laity and 684 of the clergy. E.P.S., Geneva 


~The Ecumenical Calendar 


The following dates should be added to the Ecumenical Calendar which appear- 
ed in No. 6: 


April 26-27 W.C.C., Faith & Order, North American Theological Waywood,111./ 
Commission on Jorship USA 
from W.C.C., Faith & Order, American Section of the ? 
August 6th Theological Commission on Christ and the Church 
Sept. 28 - Assembly of the International Convention of Des Moines, 
Oct. 3 Disciples of Christ Towa / USA 


We learn that there will be no Faith and Order Conference in Hungary in August. 
E.P.S., Geneva 
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A C.C.1.A. Report on the Cyprus Dispute 


(Geneva) - Officers of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
a joint agency of the orld Council of Churches and the International \lission- 
ary Council, are engaged in discussion with the governments and churches involv- 
ed in the Cyprus dispute. Immediate objective is to restore as promptly as pos- 
gible "an atmosphere in which negotiations can be usefully resumed". 


A report by Sir Kenneth Grubb, London, chairman of the C.C.1.A., and Dr. 0. 
Frederick Nolde, New York, Director, has been sent to the 22 national commissions 
of the organisation. Officers of the Central Committee of the \Jorld Council of 
Churches have sent it to the churches most concerned saying that they are ready 
to convene a meeting of church leaders if this should be desired. 


‘The report, issued on March 27th, 1956, reads as follows: 


"The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs has been continous= 
ly concerned with the problem of Cyprus since 1954 when the Executive Committee 
debated this question. In consequence of the resolution then adopted the Chair- 
man and Director together visited both Cyprus and Greece in 1955, and issued a 
statement which has had wide attention (see E.P.S. No. 8, 1955). \Jnen, therefore, 

the British Government sent Archbishop Makarios into exile, the officers of the 
Commission were bound to regard the matter as one of very grave import both for 
the Churches and the peoples concerned, and for the stability of the whole area. 


"The Chairman and Director conferred by telephone between New York and - 
London and decided that the situation was so urgent as to require personal con- 
sultations in London and Geneva. Prior to his departure from New York, the Direc- 
tor had conversations with representatives of the Greek Mission te the United 
Nations, the United States Department of State, and the United Nations Secretar 
jat, as well as with leaders of the Churches in the United States. Consultations — 


The aim of the Excxmenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opi it and about the — : 


Churches and Christian Movements, It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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had been also undertaken in London and after the Director's arrival on March 15th 
were continued with leaders in the Churches and government, including the London 
representative of the Ethnarchy of Cyprus and finally with the Secretary of State 
for Colonies. 


"This report is imtended to show how the officers of the C.C.t.A. are seek-- 
ing to give effect to the Commission's position on Cyprus at a time when negotia- 
tions between the interested parties have been suspended by the exile of Arch- 
bishop liakarios. 


C.C.1.A. Position on Cyprus 


nphe position of the C.C.1.A. remains unchanged. The Resolution of 1954 and 
the documents issued by the Chairman and Director after their visit to Athens- 
and Cyprus urged, in brief (1) that the United Kingdom should formally acknow- 
ledge the right of self-determination of the people of Cyprus; and (2) that in 
face of the total international situation, the people of Cyprus should accept 
a period of progressive self-government leading up to the exercise of the right 
of self-determination. 


"It is worthy of note that, whereas the C.C.1.A. position was critically 
viewed by both parties when it was announced, the principles to which it gave 
expression subsequently commanded a wide measure of acceptance on both sides. 


ivr elie tie Objective in the Present Situation 


"either the C.C.I.A. nor, we believe, the World Council of Churches as 
such, can be content to leave matters where they are. The interests of Churches, 
members of the World Council, and those of nations many of whose citizens are 
members of such Churches, are deeply affected. It goes almost without saying 
that the Jorld Council and the C.C.1.A. feel the urgent need to promote both 
better understanding and reconciliation. The C.C.I.A. has its own particular 
function: it has been established in order to bring a Christian impact to bear 
on political realities, and to advance peace and justice. It must, therefore, 
endeavour to wrestle with the concrete factors which have led to a situation 
of such dangerous tension. 


"The immediate objective of the C.C.I.A. is to restore as promptly as pos- 
sible an atmosphere in which negotiations between the United Kingdom and Cyprus 
can be usefully resumed. 


C.C.1.A. Procedure 


"The officers of the Commission are therefore taking steps to pursue free 
and objective discussion with the parties involved. They are naturally inform- 
ing themselves about the views of the Churches and governments in the countries 
concerned. 


Further: (1) they are examining suggestions for a positive solution which =n- 
clude: The drafting of a constitution as the basis for negotiations ; 
the restoration of order in Cyprus; the return of Archbishop Maka-~- 
rios; a due regard for the requirements of the international situa- 
tion; 


(2) they are exploring the acceptability of these steps to the represen- 
tatives of the Churches in the countries concerned; 
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(3), they are utilising meanwhile the general import of these propesed 
steps to raise with governments such questions as the following: 


4, Would the United Kingdom proceed tc prepare a draft constitu- 
tion either on its own initiative or in consultation with Local 
representatives? If so, many uncertainties would be removed. 
For example: what is meant by an elected majority? It seems to 
us essential that points of this kind be clarified in order 
that there may be no misunderstanding as to what the British 
government is offering. 

ii. Can world opinion be assured that force will be used to the 
minimum extent necessary, and that, with the restoration of 
order and the reopening of negotiations everything will be 
done by Cypriot leaders te aveid and discourage violence and 
terrorism? 

iii. In what circumstances will the British government consent to 
the return of Archbishop lfakarios in view of his position in 
the Church and the part which he might play in the advancement 
of negotiations? 


(4) they are encouraging direct contact between representatives of the 
British Churches and of the Greek Orthodox Churches by an exchange 
of memoranda and, to whatever extent proves possible, by personal 
consultation. 


'No negeaiation can, however, succeed in the absence of good faith. bien b= 
to be feared that so much suspicion has been engendered that the restoration cf 
mutual respect and confidence will not be easy. Yet without this no understand- 
ing can endure and no assurances be given and accepted. \Jounds have been inflicted 
that will not be lightly healed. It is a direct responsability of the Churches, 
of the orld Council of Churches and of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs to work for the restoration of confidence and good faith as well 
as tc bring to bear on this scene of distress and bitterness the healing and 
reconciling influence of the Gospel." E.P.o., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Church Leaders on Churches in the Soviet Union 


The deputation from the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. to church leaders in the Soviet Union issued the following statement on 
arrival in New York, on Jiarch 23, 1956 (see E.P.S. No. 11). 


"Our mission was to church leaders in Russia. ‘Je knew in advance of our 
going that it would not be easy to achieve understanding, let alone agreement. 
But we believed that in a time of world tension, with deep cleavage between East 
and jest, Christians of varying backgrounds and traditions should talk with one 
another with frankness in an endeavour to clarify differences and to seek areas 
of agreement. This we did. 


"The experience was profitable. i'e understand the Russian churchmen better 
as a result of our conversations. .e are also confident that our clear state- 
ments face to face enabled them tc understand us better. 


"This visit should be understood as a first step toward future correspond-~- 
ence and other exchanges. Thus limited in objective our mission has been accomp- 
lished and we regard it a distinct success. 
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"ie were received with generous hospitality. ‘Je had formal conferences as 
well as countless personal conversations, since we were constantly in the pre- 
sence of Russian Christians. We visited many churches and shared in the worship 
of the Orthodox as well as the Baptists. Iutherans from the Baltic states and - 
Armenian Crthodox joined in the discussions. We were taken to theological semi- 
naries and academies and to monasteries. 


"Tn addition we held two conferences with the Councils of the Soviet Govern- 
ment which deal with religious affairs. As we went fcr a definite church purpose, 
we make no comments on economic and political conditions in the Soviet Union 
except as they directly apply to the situation of the churches. 


"Tt is apparent that Church and State have reached at least a temporary 
accomodation. 


'Tt was stated again and again that Church and State are separate. Ina 
limited sense this is true, by our standards, There seems to be no interference 
with worship in the church, Congregations were large and devout in the relative- 
ly few available churches with a preponderance of older people and of women. 
Enrolment in the few theological seminaries that are open is at capacity. Some 
churches have been repaired and a few new ones are being built, thougn there are 
far from enough. 


"The most severe limitation of the church is in the area of education; for 
there seems tc be no religious education except in the home by parents and by 
priests or ministers on occasional visitations. Publication cf literature is 
confined almost entirely to bocks used in worship. It is clear that the churches 
generally are ccnfined within themselves. They regard their function as that of 
saving sculs and preparing them for Heaven. They show little other concern for 
the scecial or intellectual life of their people. It was the prevailing assump- 
tion that science involves the reason, religion the feelings. Educational, econo- 
mic, and political life is the concern of the state. orship, from birth to death, 
is the task of the church. 


"This sharp division cf function, in a ropulation rapidly receiving scien- 
tific education biased toward atheistic assumptions, constitutes perhaps a 
greater danger to the church than does political control of the church itself. 


"This generally prevailing concept of the mission of the church is in our 
judgment inadequate. It has not always been so narrcewly conceived by the church as 
now in the Soviet Union. There is obviously a fundamental difference between 
the concept of the mission of the church as we found it in the Soviet Union 
today and that which we hold in our churches. ‘We hope that future conversations 
will bring both to them and to us a deeper understanding of the church's mission. 
On our side, we are already grateful for a deepened appreciation of the elements 
of devotion and mystery in Christianity. Je hope that further contacts will lead 
them tc increased concern for the totality of life. 


"During the last several years the policy of the Soviet Government has dis- 
couraged persecution of the churches and has regarded the clergy and other be- 
lievers as loyal citizens. At the same time it has increased the aggressiveness 
of scientific education as the means ultimately to eradicate religion. Thus the 
church has more freedom than in preceding decades but at the same time ccnfronts 
a more subtle challenge. It is our hope that, even within the limitations impos- 
ed by the state, the church will find effective answers and effective means for 
teachin; to the end that the Christian faith may be maintained and strengthened. 


No. 13/14~- ‘larch 30/April 6, 1956-5 - | 95 


'NIn return for freedom of worship the leaders of the churches have apparent- 
ly inclined to go along .:ith Soviet communist leadership in important areas. Per- 
haps the most distressing illustration is in the area of peace propaganda. 


"ie had frank discussions of that matter. We are ccnvinced that the Russian 
churches and people ardently desire peace. However, the statements of the church 
leaders were almost uniformly identical in making vague appeals for "the defence 
of peace” without taking into consideration the realities of the world situation 
or the facts of histery. 


"It appeared tc us that their concept of peace was derived not only from the 
Soviet Foreign Office but also from an inadequate concept of the mission of the 
church. 


"WWe pointed out that the Jorld Peace Council, in which church leaders from 
Russia have given conspicucus leadership, has consistently taken the same line 
as that of the Soviet Gevernment and that participants fren the Jest have not 
been truly representative of vestern churches. \Je emphasised the necessity of 
finding scme cther basis than their past positions if we are to work together 
for peace. 


"Je made it clear that the means te peace are as important as the end. 
Specifically, we set forth certain positions taken by the National Council of 
Churches, for example: (1) Peace cannot be achieved apart from justice, human 
‘rights, and fundamental freedoms. (2) The reduction and abclition of atenic 
weapons cannot be separated from effective inspection and control, nor in isola- 
tion from other armaments. (3) The goal cf independence and freedom for subject 
and colonial peoples is best reached through processes of law and order and by 
free election under international centroel. 


"The contacts we have already had with the church leaders in the Soviet 
Union have been worth while. Despite many and difficult differences we found import- © 
ant commonground as Christians. .e¢ look forvard to a continuation of conversa- 
tions in the United States in June. Je were ccurtecusly received in Russia and 
we hope to reciprocate here, A beginning has been made. Under the cuidance and- 
power of God we believe the churches of Jesus Christ may be used for the recon- 
ciling and salvation of the naticns. " 


The statement is signed by the following: Paul b. Anderson, Roswell P.Barnes, 
Franklin Clark Fry, Herbert Gezork, D. “ard Nichols, Charles Coolidge Parlin, 


henry Knox Sherrill, walter \/, Van Kirk, Zugene Carson Blake. E.P.S., Geneva 
INDIA ; New Magazine on Church Union in North India 


The first issue of "Church Union News and Views" has just appeared. Its 
purpose is to acquaint church members with the problems and developments of nego- 
tiations for church union in North India and Pakistan. The plan for uniting 
churches of Anglican, Presbyterian, ifethodist and Baptist traditions is nearing 
completion. It is expected that six years will now be required to permit all 
churches concerned to vote on the merger. In order tc inform people of the issues 
and provide a medium for written discussion, this new magazine will appear four 
times a year. The editor is the Rev. Tilliam Stewart of Serampore. 


In the February issue are articles by leaders of the various denominational 
union committees, setting forth their distinctive views. Dr Augustine Ralla Ram, 
secretary of the negotiating committee, lists the major questions needing study 
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and action. These include: unification of ministries; understanding of Baptism 
and church membership; removal of misgivings about laying on of hands in the 
mutual extension cf ministerial authority; relations with parent church bodies; 
financial and organisational matters; and full participation of all church mem- 
bers in the discussions. 


Many Christians outside India will want to :eceive this periodical. (Sub-- 
scriptions may be secured by addressing the editor, the Rev. W. Stewart, Seram- 
pore College, Serampore, West Bengal. Annual rates are 2 rupees, 3s 6d, or $.0.50)8 

BeP.S., Geneva 


NORWAY Free Churches Reject Undenominational Religious Education 


At a meeting in Oslo Norway's Dissenter Council, which represents the lMetho- 
dist Church, the Baptist Church, the Mission Covenant, the Pentecostal Movement, 
the Quakers, and several other small free churches, has unanimously declared 
against a new bill advocating undenominational religious education in the schools. 


Until now religious education in the Norwegian schools has been given in 
accordance with the Act on Religion which decreed that such education must be 
in agreement with the doctrine of the National Church, i.e. Evangelical-Lutheran, 
and that only members of the National Church could give religious instructioh. 
A private Bill has however been introduced in Parliament by a member of the Iag- 
ting, Mir. Carl Bonnevie, proposing that religious instruction be undenominational 
- though giving "a sure knowledge of the main facts of Jesus' life and teaching 
and of the history of Christianity" and considering this its main objective. 


If this Bill is passed members of the Free Churches would be allowed to 
teach religion in the schools, but at the meeting of the Dissenter Council it 
was the decided opinion that the Bill showed liberalistic tendencies, which the- 
Free Churches did not feel they could support. For this reason the Council unan- 
jmously rejected the Bill, which had been sent by the Ministry of Justice with 
a request for the Council's opinion. 


Instead, it is pointed cut that the Dissenter Council has already asked 
the Ministry for a revision of the Dissenter Act and other measures. By this 
means Norwegian legislation could be brought into conformity with the section 
regarding religious freedom in the Convention of Human Rights. The Dissenter 
Council has advocated that dispensation be given to members of the various deno- 
minations represented in the Dissenter Council, allowing them to give religious 
instruction in the schocls and that the instruction be given in conformity with 


the school's text books. BePeSe, Geneva 
U.S.5.R. Swedish Baptist Leaders Visit Russia 


Six Swedish Baptist leaders are visiting Soviet Russia at the invitation 
of the All-Soviet Council of Evangelical Christians. 


The delegation includes Ruben Swedberg, vice-president of the Swedish Bap-~- 
tist Union who is a member of Parliament; the Rev. Joel Sorenson, youth secre- 
tary of the Baptist World Alliance; Dr. Gunnar Westin, professor of church ' 
history at Uppsala University; and an editor of the Stockholm daily paper Svenska 
Mergonbladet. E.P.o., Geneva 
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RUMANTA Danish Church Delegation to Visit Rumania 


Bishop Hans Fuglsang-Damgaard, Primate of the (State Lutheran) Church of 
Denmark, will head a delegation of Danish churchmen on a visit to Rumania this 
spring. They were invited by lletropolitan Justinian, head of the Rumanian Ortho- 
dox Church. 


The Primate of-Denmark led a similar delegation on a three-week visit to the 


Soviet Union last November (see E.P.S. No 42, 1955). E.P.S., Geneva 
GREECE Death of Archbishop of Athens 


j On lilarch 22nd, Archbishop Spyridon of Athens, Primate of the Church of 
Greece, died in Athens in his 6Cth year. 


His death deprives the Church of Greece of a leader who has euided it firn- 
ly since 1948. Archbishop Spyridon was in touch with the \Jorld Council of Churches 
as a result of a common concern for all aspects of the post-war reconstruction of 
the Church in Greece, At the same time, he devoted himself to problems of ecumen- 
ical cooperation between his own Church and the churches of other nations. In 
negotiations on such questions, Archbishop Spyridon always proved understanding 
and open-minded. He constantly represented the interests of the Church as under- 
stood by Greek Orthodoxy. 


Archbishop Spyridon was also an outstanding figure in the political field. 
Hence it fell to him to conclude the armistice with the German Wehrmacht in 1942, 
in agreement with the Supreme Command of the Greek Army. In 1950 he became chair- 
man of the Central Committee of the national movement for the union of Cyprus. 

BoPeoe, Geneva 


FRANCE Further Protest against the Closing of the 
Protestant Seminary in Madrid 


(Paris) - The Council of the Protestant Federation of Irance has just requested 
its President to inform the llinistry for foreign Affairs of its resentment of 
the measure which, it says, strikes one of the essential organs of the Protest- 
ant Churches of Spain. It requests the Ministry.to make representations on the 
subject to the iladrid Government. HeP.o., Geneva 
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Whitsun Message from World Council Presidents 


A message from the Presidents of the world Council of Churches to be read 
in congregations throughout the world on ‘hitsunday, May 20th, 1956, has been 
sent to the 162 member churches. The message reads as follows: 


As Presidents of the World Council of Churches we greet our brethren in all 
the member churches at ihitsuntide. 


At the first Assembly in the history of the Church, the twelve Apostles, 
being filled with the Holy Ghost, spoke to men of every nation of the wonderful 
works of God, telling them of Jesus Christ, and how God raised Him from the dead 
after they had crucified and slain Him. And when these men, pricked in their 
heart, asked the Apostles "What shall we do?", the answer they received was clear: 


"Repent, and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost" (Acts 2:38). 


On this anniversary of the first Pentecost, believers and unbelievers alike 
are everywhere asking "What shall we do?" The nations are divided into hostile 
camps. There is no ultimate authority which all will accept, superior to the 
interests of the individual state. Conferences are held between foreign ministers 
and heads of states, but the confidence and trust essential to agreement are 
lacking. And with the growing terror of nuclear weapons, men's madness is such 
that at times we seem on the brink of the suicide of the world. No wonder that 
old men should lose hope, and that young men should see no guiding vision for 
the future. 


Now pre-eminently is the hour when the churches, with the help of the Holy 
Ghost, should speak to the nations. And we ask you, our brethren in the World 
Gouncil of Churches, to pray for the help of the Holy Ghost, and to use such 
opportunities as God may give you for counsel or influence in your own countries. 


ATA RD ATS NSE ETNA A RE ROT ER Se RE 


The aim of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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_ 


No. 15 - April 13th, 1956 gpg oe 99 


First of all, we belicve the churches, acknowledging the need of Christians 
themselves to repent, should say to the nations: "Repent. Your conflicts must be 
resolved by reascn, not by violence. Viclence has now reached such a pitch that 


“when once unloosed it is beyond human control; and unless wars can be made to 


cease all nations will perish". 


Next, we believe the churches should say to the nations that it is neither 
by words of anger, nor by insistence on rights, that settlements can be achieved, 
put by the spreading of justice, by combining to meet one another's needs, and 
by relying for our salvation upon the grace and mercy of God. 


Thirdly, and lastly, we believe that the churches should remind the nations, 
with a passion greater than ever before, that the whole world cries out for peace, 
that they are all members of one family, and that the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is the Father of all. 


It is in this spirit that we ask our brethren in the member churches to 
offer their prayers, and to give their witness to the power of the Holy Ghost, 
and to our own unbreakable fellowship in the Body of Christ. 


Veni Creator Spiritus 
The Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


John Baillie 

Sante Uberto Barbieri 
George Cicestr 

Ctto Dibelius 

Juhanon Mar Thoma 
tiichael 

Henry Knox Sherrill 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches are: 


The Very Reverend John Baillie, Principal of New College, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, Presbyterian 


Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, Bishop in Buenos Aires, Argentine, 
Methodist 

The Bishop of Chichester, The Right Rev. G.K.A. Bell, United 
Kingdom, Anglican 

Bishop F.K. Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin and President of 


the Council of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany 
Juhanon Mar Thoma Metropolitan of the Mar Thoma Syrian 
Church of Malabar, South India 
Archbishop Michael, New York, Greek Crukbmos sa rand. case of North 
; and South America 
The Right Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, New York. Presiding Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
U.S.A. 
E.P.o., Geneva 


Please release as near to wWhitsuntide as possible 
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C.C.1.A. Study on International Ethos 


A group of churchmen skilled in international relations are members or re 
special study commission to consider the common moral foundation of an internation- 
al ethos. The study commission formed by the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, a joint agency of the Internaticnal !issicnary Council and the 
World Council of Churches, is under the chairmanship of Professor erner Kagi, 
Professor of Internaticnal Law at the University of “rich. 


Professor Arnold Toynbee, and Professor “erbert Butterfield, Great Britain; 
Professor liax Huber, Switzerland; !'r. Ernest Gross, former United States Ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations; and Dr. Charles .alik, Lebanon, are among the 26 who 
have already accepted membership.in the study commission. Dr. Richard li. Fagley, 
executive secretary of the C.C.1.A., New York, will serve as secretary for the 
group. 


Preliminary ccnsiderations to the Christian approach to an international 
ethos were presented at the Evanston (I11.) Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in 1954. The Evanston Report stressed that "underlying the more obvious 
barriers to a genuine world community is the lack of a common foundation of moral 
principles." 


"Attempted settlements involving differing ideologies are essentially unstable 
and tend to produce new frictions, not only because of political differences but 
also because of underlying differences as to moral values," according te the 
Evansten statement. 


The study will attempt not only to find wider areas of moral understanding 
but willalso explore efforts "to bring the guiding principles of international 
life intc greater harmony with God's will". 


Among the tentative ccnsiderations advanced by the C.C.1.A. are that all 
power carries responsibility and all nations are trustees of power which should 
be used for the common good. Cbligations of nations tc abide by accepted prin- 
ciples of international law, safeguard human rights, ensure universal security, 
and share scientific and technical skills will be studied by the commission. 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, United Kingdom, chairman of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, and Dr. 0, Frederick Nolde, U.S.A., director, are ex- 


officio members of the study commission, HeP.o., Geneva 
GERMANY Bishop Dibelius on the Cyprus Conflict 


(Berlin) - Bishop Ctto Dibelius of Berlin has sent a message on the Cyprus con- 
flict after the death of Archbishop Spyridon of Athens. It was addressed to the 
Athens Professcr of Orthodox Theclogy, Hamilcar Alivisatos. Bishop Dibelius' 
letter says as follows: 


"Jhen the news of Archbishop Makarios' deportation was reported in the press, 
I felt impelled to express my sympathy to the leaders of the Greek Orthodox Church. 
At that time, however, I refrained frem writing, since from here it is extremely 
difficult for us to assess the numerous imponderable factors involved. 


"'T have now gone into the matter more carefully and have also read the 
official report of the debate in the House of Lords. I can now say this: I sin- 
cerely welcomed the Archbishop of Canterbury's proposal -- on the assumption, of 
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course, that, when a new ccnstitution is granted, the Greek population of Cyprus 
will enter into full enjoyment cf their rights. In particular, I was delighted 
40 read the words of the Bishop of ‘Chichester. They show a profound understand- 
ing of the difficult position of an Archbishop, who is also Ethnarch and there- 
fore has political responsibilities, when faced with a passionately felt popular 
movement, especially when that movement's ultimate objectives are not without 
justification. : 


'T hope," Bishop Dibelius cencludes, "that the hour is not far off when the 
Orthodox Church of Cyprus will be given back its Head and peace and tranquility 
will return to the island. This is something for which, especially in times of 
trouble, all our churches are bound to offer daily prayers. 


"I think I may claim that, in expressing this hope, I am speaking for the 


whole of the Protestant Church in Germany." E.P.S., Geneva 
GREECE The New Primate of Greece 


(Athens) - The Bishop cf Larissa, Dorothecs, is the new Archbishop of Athens and 
Primate of Greece. He succeeds Archbishop Spyriden, who recently died (see E.P.S. 
No. 13/14). He was elected by 56 bishops cf the Greek Orthodox Church in Athens. 


The new Archbishop is 68 years old. He has been Bishop of Larissa since 
1953. E.P.S., Geneva 


The New Hetropolitan of Melita 
The Ecumenical Patriarch has elevated Bishop James of Melita, representative 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate to the Headquarters of the orld Council of Churches 
in Geneva, to the rank of iletropolitan of velita. In a telegram addressed to the 
Vorld Council, the Ecumenical Patriarch states that this must be considered as an 


expression of his deep interest in the V/crld Council. EeP.Se, Geneva 
CHINA Foreign Churchmen Visit Protestants in China 


(Peking) - A meeting cf Protestant church leaders in Peking was attended by two 
officials of foreign churches for the first time since the revcelution in China. 
They are Lutheran Bishop Rajah B, Uanikam of Tranquebar and the Rev. Gustav 
Nystrom, a pastor of the llission Covenant Church in Sweden. Dr. Manikam is visit- 
ing China as joint East Asia secretary of the iJorld Council of Churches and the 
International Missionary Council. 


Bishop llanikam and iir. Nystrom were invited by Dr. Y.T. wu, chairman of the 
Church of Christ in China, and the Rev. Uarcus Cheng, president of the Chungking 
Theological Seminary. Dr. \Ju, who is also chairman of the "Three-self Reform 
Committee" (self-administration, self-support and self-propagation of the Gospel 
~ see E.P.S. No. 2, 1955) opened the Peking ccnference. In reporting the meeting, 
the Peking Radio said it was attended by 250 leaders of 70 Chinese denominations 
convened to map a programme for the future. 


Bishop Janos Peter of the Hungarian Reformed Church, and Dr. Josef Hromadka 
(Czechoslovakia) are also visiting China at the invitation of Chinese Protestant 
leaders. E.P.o., Geneva 
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SPAIN | Situation in liadrid Seminary 


Permission has now been given to remove the seals frem the rooms of the 
Union Theological Seminary in iladric which had been closed by the action of the 
Spanish authorities. No official authorisation for the resumption of teaching 
Has yet been granted. The governing poard of the Seminary has offered its full- 
est cooperation in seeking a formula for such an authorisation. E.P.S., Geneva 


THAT LAND Interdenominational Asian Theological Faculty Urged | 


(Bangkok) = Creation of an interdenominational Asian Theological Faculty was ~- 
urged in a resolution adopted by the Southeast Asian Theological Education Con- 
ference (see E.P.S. No. 10). 


The 150 Pretestant leaders from 17 countries who attended the meeting, which 
had been cenvened under the sponsorship of the Vorld Council of Churches, the 
International ilissionary Council and the Nanking Board of Founders, said that 
such a faculty would assure a creative theological approach to Asian social and 
political problems and resurgent ethnic religions. Suggested as sites for the 
faculty body were the Japan International Christian University, near Tokyo, and 
Bangalore, India. 


In other actions, the conference organised an association of theological 
principals in Southeast Asia, and an association to serve as an accrediting 
agency for preparatory theological schools and for raising educational standards 


in Asia. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES White and Negro Presbyterians Exchange Congregations 
(New York) ~ Two Presbyterian churches in New York -- one predominantly Negro 

and the other white -- exchanged congregations 4n a demonstration of "the other 


side of the story of racial dissension and tensions". 


More than 100 members of the lladison Avenue Presbyterian Church journeyed - 
up to Harlem to worship in the small brick Church of the llaster, The church nor- 
mally seats 250 but had te throw open an annex 4c accomodate the 400 persons 
attending the service. 


Weanwhile, about the same number of the Harlem Negro congregation travelled 
down to the Madison Avenue church where they formed part of the 800 worshippers. 


An exchange of white and tiegre congregations was first made last December 
in Brooklyn. Organisations in Gnaha and Detroit are planning to hold similar: 
exchanges in the near future. Favourable replies to a suggestion for such ex- ~ 
change also have been received from five other cities, including Miami, New Or- 


leans and Atlanta. EeP.S., Geneva 
U.5.5R. | The Bible in Modern Russian 
(Moscow) - With the approval cf Alexius, the Patriarch of Moscow, the fussian 


Orthodox Church is preparing a new edition of the Bible. This will be the first- 
time that the Bible is printed in the spelling 4ntroduced after the Soviet Revo-~ 
lution in Russia. The effect of this change will be tc make Bible reading easier 
for people accustomed to the simplified post-revolutionary erthography. 

E.P.5., Geneva 


ha 
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GERUANY Two Leadine Churchmen on Understanding between Church and State 


(Berlin) - Two leading figures of the Protestant Church in the German Democratic 
Republic (DDR), General Superintendent Dr. vjalter Jraun (of Potsdam) and Bishop 
Friedrich-ifilhelm Krummacher of Greifswald,have recently expressed their views 
on the question of Church and State, which has been giving rise to tension in 
the DDR (see E.P.S. No, 11). Their statements were reproduced on April lst and 
7th, 1956, on the front page of "Neue Zeit", daily of the Christian Democratic 
Union of East Germany. 


Under the heading "The iJord of Reconciliation", Dr, Braun observes that the 
Apostle Paul, in 58 A.D., when the first clash between Church and State was 
threatening in Rome, had given a fundamental ruling in his epistle to the first 
Christian community in Rome: "Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. 
For there is no power but of God", : 


The modern Christian, continues General Superintendent Braun, also regards 
the state as a divine ordinance and does not make nis collaboration dependent on 
political considerations, The day-to-day cooperation of the Church with people 
and state will therefore always be conditioned by "the concrete situation in 
which it finds itself". It follows that the Church will always, "if difficulties 
arise, be willing to open discussions and to try to reach an understanding". 


The writer goes on to emphasise "that there is no need for any special act- 
of recognition of our state by the Protestant Church. ‘Je are commanded to recog~ 
nise the state by the Word of God. We wish to give the state what belongs to the - 
state. lioreover, the Church will never tire of playing its part in the reconcilia- 
tion of the two German states created by the partition of the country." 


Bishop Krummacher of Greifswald says that church circles are grateful that 
"the possibility of reading a better understanding between Church and State is 
peginning tcemerge". He alludes to Prime Minister Grotewohl'!s emphasis on the 
importance of Church and State being on gocd terms. 


"For our part", continues Bishop Krummacher, "there will certainly be no 
lack of good will in the effort to reach genuine agreement on all outstanding 
questions." 


The Bishop goes on to say: "We are quite sincere in our prayers for the 
authorities during the divine service. Je feel ourselves bound in conscience, 
as Christians, to respect the constitution of the State and its laws. We are 
therefore gratified to note that the Prime llinister also once again recalled 
the constitutional principle to the effect that it is for the Church itself to 
settle its internal affairs. We fully endorse the guiding principle on which a 
better understanding is tc be secured -- to render unto God the things that are 
God's, and to render unto the state the things that are the state's." 


Nevertheless, Bishop Krummacher continues, there may be difficulties be- 
tween Church and State. "The mere fact that liarxist philosophy and Christian 
teaching are quite incompatible, as every convinced Marxist himself admits, is 
bound to lead, in daily life, to conflicts and personal dilemmas for great 
numbers of people!', Christians are pained "when in public discussions, sacred 
beliefs are again and again referred to as ‘religious superstition’. If, how- 
ever, as the Prime Minister has assured us, Christian citizens are granted full 
liberty of religion and ccnscience, many scurces of tension in the daily ccntact 
between Christians and non Christians among cur people will be substantially 
attenuated and many misunderstandings will be cleared up." B.P.oe, Geneva 
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SWIT ZERLAND Conference on Training of the Laity 


wlore than 40 delegates from 14 nations attended a conference on the training 
of the laity for their ministry in the world, held at the Ecumenical Institute, 
Bossey, near Geneva, from April 2nd-Sth. The conference was held under the aus- 
pices of the Department on the Laity of the sicrld Council of Churches. 


A willingness tc do some of the things they discussed was evident in the 
delegates. Prominent in the six-day meeting were the use of imaginative ways of 
communication and the significance of the spiritual retreat. Study groups of the 
conference made use of socio-drama and mime to present their findings. The group 
working on the "Structure of the Congregation" dramatised the situation of an 
unskilled labourer whe is helped by a shop steward to get more training and to 
attend a laymen's center despite his apathetic pastor. Other groups presented 
concrete problems in dramatic form. 


The discussions on "Withdrawal and Return" were made manifest to the group 
by the spiritual retreat Saturday and Sunday which concluded the conference. The 
place of such retreats as preparation for the laymen's ministry in the world, 
particularly in his daily work and life, were discussed at the ccnference. 


"In some aspects this consultation was a new venture in which we attempted 
to break through the traditional ‘intellectualistic! pattern of such meetings," 
the Rev. Hans-Ruedi Weber, executive secretary of the Department on the Laity, 
commented. "No main lectures figured in the programme. Stress was laid on group 
work and on the Bible study." 


Representatives were present from Denmark, England, France, Germany, the 
Gold Coast, Holland, Italy, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, Scotland, Sweden, Switzer- 
land, and the United States. 


A German layman who conducts a successful programme among industrial workers, 
especially miners, was leader of the working group on "The Structure of the Con- 
gregation", He is lir. K. von Bismarck, director of the Social Council of the 
Church of Westphalia, Haus Villigst, Schwerte/Ruhr, Germany. 


"The Significance of Community Life", the second working group, was led by 
Brother Yan, a psychologist, from the Taizé Community in France. Leader for the 
group on "The Significance of Dialogue and Imagination" was ilr, H. Kist, direc 
tor of the lay training centre in Oud Poelgeest, Oegstgeest, Holland. 


Mlle Suzanne de Diétrich, formerly of the staff of the Ecumenical Institute, 
was Bible study leader. Brother Francois, also of the Community of Taizé, led 
the retreat. with the use of the Ecumenical Institute's simultaneous transla- 
tion faculties, the conference was conducted in French, English and German. 

E.PeS., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Anglican Delegation for lloscow Talks 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury has received a letter from the Metro- 
politan Nikolai of Krutitsky and Colomna confirming the invitation which was 
conveyed by the Russian Orthodox members of the delegation which visited Britain 
last July for an Anglican-Crthodox Theological Conference to be held in iloscow 
next July (see E.P.S. No. 12). 
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The delegates from the Church, who have been appointed by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury,’ will arrive in Mosccw on July 14th. It has been proposed that 
they should take part in the celebrations cf the Feast of St. Sergius during 
the first week, as well as conducting their theological discussions, During a - 
second week, the Anglican delegates have been invited by the lletropolitan Niko- 
lai to take part in sightseeing. é 


The subjects of discussion will be as fcllows: "Scripture, Tradition, : 
Creeds and Councils"; "The Filioque Clause"; "The Nature of the Chureh’ (inelud- 
ing the place of the Laity)"; "Problems concerning Anglican Formularies" ; 
"Doctrine and its Formulation"; "The Sacraments, their Nature and Number" ; 
Problems concerning Practices of the Crthodox Churches"; and "Doctrine and 
Opinion", j 


The delegation will be led by the Archbishop of York, who will’ be accom= 
panied by the Bishops of Oxferd and Derby; the Rev. Owen Chadwick, of, Selwyn 
College, Cambridge; the Rev. F.d. Taylor, of Wycliffe Hall, Oxford; the Rev. 
H.A. Williams, of Trinity College, Cambridge; and Canon H.li. Jaddanis,.. of the 
Church of England Council on Foreign Relations. The Rev. Jchn Findlow will act 


as secretary and interpreter. E.P.S., Geneva 
FIN LAND General Strike a Challenge te the Diaconal Work 


of the Church 


(Helsinki) - The general strike in Mirland last ‘larch was a challenge to the 
sccial and diaconal werk of the Church of Finland. The Rt. Rev. B.G. Gulin, 
bishop of Tampere, attempted ab Helsinki tc mediate. between the workers’ and 
employers' organisations, but the negotiations had no immediate result. The Rt. 
Rev. Ilmari Salomies, Archbishop cof “inland, appealed over the Radio to all 
Christians and parishes to multiply their efforts in crder to help all needy 
people. 


The strike in Finland, which brcke cut on ‘larch Ist and lasted three weeks, 
was a consequence of price inscreases and disagreement in negotiations between 
the representatives of the employers! and workers! organisations. It affected 
all branches cf industry and paralysed the werk of the post and the press. It is 
estimated that about 500, C00 workers were invclved in the strike, which caused 
great economic difficulties for thousands of Finnish families, 


In all the parishes the diaconal commissions were mebilised to do anything 
they could in order to help the people. In some parishes free meals were served 
to the strikers' families. Somes parishes ccllected and distributed food parcels. 
In some aid was given in money. The situation was also a challenge to the medic- 
al branch of the Church's social werk since in scme cities electric current 
was rationed causing great difficulties in hospitals. EeoP.eoe, Geneva 
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EGYPT Assembly of the Armenian Bishops 


(Cairo) - Sixteen Armenian bishops and archbishops, under the presidency of 
Vazken I, the Catholicos of all the Armenians (in Etchmiadzin, Soviet Armenia), 
met in Cairo, Egypt, in Uarch, for deliberation over ecclesiastical matters. 


The Cathclicos gave a report of the general condition of the Holy See of 
Etchmiadzin, its Seminary, and also the churches functioning within Soviet 
Armenia. The members of the Assembly heard from His Holiness abcut the relig-- 
ious awakening among the people, which, to quote his own words "is beyond con- 

- ception". Some churches which were closed have been reopened, The main diffi- 
culty in the operation of these churches is the lack of clergymen. Most churches- 
and the Holy See are self-supporting through generous ccntributions of the fai th- 
ful. Recently seven students from the seminary have received the Holy Order. 


- The Assembly adopted the following measures: 


Translation of the Bible from classical Armenian into modern, spoken, 
_ Armenian, On the occasion of the three hundredth anniversary of the printing 
of the Armenian Bible in Amsterdam, in 1666, it was decided to translate the 
Bible from classical Armenian into modern Armenian. The work should be complet- 
ed and printed before 1966, by a committee of five members under the leader- 
ship of the Armenian Patriarch of Constantinople. 


F, Transfer of some clergy from the diaspora to Etchmiadzin and the Armenian 
, - dioceses in Soviet Russia to strengthen the Seminary of the Holy See and also 
the churches. Those clergymen who volunteer to go to Soviet Armenia can stay 

| there as long as they wish without changing citizenship. The Catholicos has 
allready arranged that next autumn Bishop Shnorhk Kaloustian, the Primate of 
California, should come to Etchmiadzin to be the Dean of the Seminary. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. 11 is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's items. 
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The relation of the Armenian Church with other Christian churches: It was 
the unanimous wish of all the bishops that the Armenian Church should take part 
in the conferences of the World Council of Churches by sending representatives 
appointed by His Holiness the Catholicos. It was also decided to have a meeting 
with the leaders of the sister churches, Coptic, Ethiopian and Syrian, prefer- 
ably in Jerusalem, before 1960, Preliminiay arrangements for this meeting will 
be worked out by the Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem. 


Two sessions were spent on recent developments within the Armenian Catholic- 
ate of Cilicia, in Antelias, Lebanon (see E.P.S. No. 9). The Assembly, after due 
consideration of the events leading to the "patriarchal election of February 
20th, 1956", (see E.P.S. No. 9), came te the unanimous conclusion that that 
election was "defective and unacceptable" and thus caused a split in the Armen- 
ian Community in Syria and Lebanon. The Assembly took serious measures to rec- 
tify the situation. 


In the closing session once again the supremacy of the Holy See of Etch- 
miadzin was stressed, and also the unity and the solidarity of the Armenian 
Church throughout the world. 


The following were present at the Assembly: The /rmenian Patriarch of 
Constantinople, the Locum Tenens of the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem, who 
was elected chairman, the Locum Tenens of the Armenian Catholicate of Cilicia, 
the Primate of North America, the Primate of California, the patriarchal Legate 
of Western Europe, the Primate of Egypt, the Primate of Lebanon, the Primate of 
Cyprus, the Primate of Damascus, the Dean of the Armenian Theological Seminary 
of Antelias, the Dean of the Armenian Theological Seminary of Jerusalem, three 
bishops from the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem, and one bishop from Etch- 


miadzin, who had accompanied His Holiness the Catholicos. EePeoe, Geneva 
ARGENTINA , Government Avoids "Religious Problems" 


(Buenos Mires) - The Argentine Government has decided to uphold the principle, 
as embodied in the law, of non-confessional teaching in public education. This 
ming has prompted the Union of Christian Teachers (Movimiento de Profesores 

y Profesionales Cristianos) to send a message of greeting to the President of 

the Argentine Republic. 


The Government has affirmed afresh its adherence to Law No, 1420 which 
lays down that youth are to be educated "according to the universally acknow- 
ledged principles of Christian ethics, and that dogmatic teaching of any 
sort is to be banned" (see E.P.S. No. 45, 1955). The Protestant teachers point 
out that the law guarantees freedom of teaching. The Government's attitude is 
all the more welcome, say the teachers, since it prevents Argentina from 
"“purdening itself with a new problem" at a time when nothing is so necessary 
as unity and the concentration of all efforts on the reconstruction of the 


Republic. E.P.S., Geneva 
U.S.0.R. The Evangelical Churches Look Outward 


The Council of the WSEHB (abbreviation for the Russian "National Union of 
Protestant Christians in the Soviet Union") has been asked whether the Russian 
Baptist and Protestant Churches in the USSR should take part in the Ecumenical 
Movement, i.e., whether they should join the Jorld Council of Churches. 
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This was announced in the last issue of the Union's review "Bretskii Vest- 
nik" (No, 5, 1956). The announcement arose out of questions on this subject put 
by Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, and Dr. G.K.A. Bell, Bishop 
of Chichester, to the two leading representatives of the Protestant Church in 
Russia, J.I. Zidhkov and N.A. Levidanto, when they visited England last summer 


(see E.P.S. No. 30, 1955).; E.P.S., Geneva 
GHRMANY Five Station liission Workers still under Arrest 


(Munich) - Five members of the Protestant Railway Station !4ission are still under 
arrest "somewhere in the Cerman Democratic Republic". This was announced by Mr. 
von Kameke, the President of the German Society for the Station liission at a 
meeting in iiunich. The accusations by the authorities of the German Democratic 
Republic against the Station Iiission were denounced by ‘ir. von Kameke as com- 
pletely unjustified. He pointed out that the work had genuine welfare objectives 
and had no connection with politics. In the German Democratic Republic alone, help 
had been given in about one and a half million cases a year. After the destruc- 
tion of the crganisation in the Soviet Union, only eleven of the former total of 
122 centres of the Station Ilission are still functioning on a restricted scale. 
In the Federal Republic there are about 2000 helpers working in 155 centres. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Foundation Stone Laid for Coventry's New Cathedral 


St. iichael's Cathedral in Coventry which was destroyed by bombs in Novem- 
ber 1940, is being rebuilt after modern designs. The foundation stene was laid 
by Queen Elizabeth II. The Prime ilinister and Lady Eden, the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the Bishops of Lichfield and Birmingham were present, as were representa- 
tives of the Free Church Federal Council and the German Evangelical Church. 


The ceremony took place in the presence of some 3,000 people. While the 
bells of the old tower rang out and fanfares were sounded, the Queen laid the 
foundation stone, bearing an inscription from St. Paul: "Other foundation can 
no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ", In the course of his 
address in the service, the new Bishop of Coventry, Dr. O.K.N. Bardsley, affirmed: 
"This great cathedral will be a challenge to the world that the power of evil 
has not the final word, that love is unconquerable, that Christ triumphs." 


A Chapel of Unity, thought to be the first of its kind, forms part of the 
new cathedral design. 


At the time when decision was taken to rebuild Coventry Cathedral, the 
Bishop of Coventry, at that time Dr. lleville Gorton, called the representatives - 
of the Free Churches into consultation with him and invited their active partici- 
pation in the public appeal fcr the Cathedral and, in association with it, a 


Christian Service Centre and a Chapel of Unity (available tc all the Churches). 


The Free Churches responded. A Joint Council was established with the Bishop as 
chairman and the president of the Coventry Free Church Council as vice-chairman. 


On November 14th, 1945, the fifth anniversary of the great raid on Coventry, 
the first Chapel of Unity - the crypt of the Cathedral - was consecrated in an 
ecumenical service in the presence of 7,COC people. 
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The Chapel of Unity which will be associated with the new Cathedral will thus 
symbolize the strong fellowship which the Churches of the city found in days of 
adversity and which on that memorable night in November 1945 they convenanted to 
preserve and foster. E.Peo., Geneva 


FRANCE Protestant Writer Receives Catholic Prize 


(Paris) - The Catholic Grand Prix for literature in 1956 has been awarded to 
Madame Yvonne Chauffin for her "Le Cycle des Rambourt" (The Rambourt Cycle) on 
the publication by Amiot-Durand of her "Voyage de Tobie! (Tobias' Journey) and 
to Madame Louise Bujeaud, who is a Protestant, for her novel "La Barre aux 
Faucons!' (Falcons! Perch), published by Stock. 


This prize was created last year and was awarded for the first time to Paul 


André Lesort for his work as a whole. EB.eP.S., Geneva 
UNLTED KINGDOM A Five--Point Proposal fer Closer Free Church Co-operation 


(Liverpool) - The Free Church Congress in Liverpool received the report of the 
lioderater's Commission. The Commission was appointed to consider the problem of 
evangelisation, especially in the new towns; it stressed "the desirability of a - 
new affirmation and expression in terms cf the present situation and the Evangel- 
ical and Reformed Faith for which the Free Churches stand', The liessage on 
spiritual unity of the ‘Jorld Council's Evanston Assembly and the necessity for 
the re-examination of the place and function of the Free Church Federal Council 
as an instrument for the realisation of these aims were particular concerns of 
the Congress. 


The commission placed on record "its conviction that the Holy Spirit is call- 
ing its constituent Churches to a fuller realisation of their unity in Jesus 
Christ, and to more adventurous cooperation in fulfilling their common mission 
in the evangelisation of the people of England and iales...!! 


"Many Free Church people", the report goes on to say, "believe that this 
witness and that common mission would be more effectively promoted by the forma- 
tion of a United Free Church, and this view has the support of sane members of 
the commission. But the commission is unanimous that we have not yet realised and 
made effective all that is implicit in the federal relationship between the con- 
stituent denominations as set out in the Constitution, The Constitution states - 
the second object of the Council to be te secure the federation of the evangel- 
ical Free Churches of England and Vales, on the basis of their common evangelical 
faith, each denomination retaining liberty to fulfil its own distinctive witness 
and mission. The commission therefore recommends the following practical measures? 


a) A complete and mutual reccgnition of one another's churchmanships; 

b) Freedom cof transfer of all in full membership from one Church to another; 

c) Common access of all members to the Lord's Table; : 

d) kiutual recognition of the fully accredited ministers of each denomina- 
tion as ministers of the Jord and Sacraments; 

e) Supplementary membership. E.P.S., Geneva 
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TRAN Garage into Christian Bookshop 


In Teheran, the capital of Iran, a garage in the compound of the American 
Mission is being turned into a bookshop. Under the direction of the Church 
Council of Iran, a literature drive is being planned in the city with the aid 
of a grant from the United Society for Christian Literature. 


The garage backs on to one of the main avenues of the city. The garage 
bookshop is only a token beginning of what will be a bigger literature building, 
which will be erected when sufficient capital has been provided. 


The new bookshop will. be well stocked with a big range of Bibles and other 
Christian literature and will become an important centre for Christian fellow- 
ship. HePeoe, Geneva 


The Ecumenical Review 


The April issue of the orld Council of Churches'quarterly, "The Seumenical 
Review", deals with ecumenical questions and their immediate applications to 
local churches. 


The introductory essays are conceived in broad general terms. They are by 
Professor Douglas Horton (USA), who writes on "Episcopal and Non-episcopal 
Winistries'' and by the Indian church leader, Dr A. Ralla Ram, whose subject is 
"Crganic Church Unity". Next comes a group of more detailed articles, which, - 
taken together, form a complementary series. The Protestant Bishop of Greifs- 
wald (in the Eastern zone of Germany) takes as his subject "The Significance of 
the Ecumenical [ovement for the Congregation", while Janet Lacey, of England, 
examines "Fcoumenical Education through Inter-Church Aid." Lastly, the Secretary 
of the New Zealand Council of Churches, Alan A. Brash, writes on "The Parish and 
the Ecumenical llovement". 


Next come contributions from Father Valentin de Bachst (France) on "Ecumen- 
ism in Parishes of the Russian Orthodox Emigration", from the lutheran pastor, 
Franz von Hammerstein, on "Problems of Ecumenical Cooperation in a small Americ- 
an City", from a Dieppe Minister of the Refcrmec Church of France, Roger Bellant, 
on "An Ecumenical Centre in a French Port" and by a ilinister of the Italian 
Waldensian Church, Oreste Peyronel, on "Ecumenical Activities of Evangelical 
Churches in Naples". Paul D. Devanandan, an Indian, formerly in charge of YMCA 
publications in India and now working at Union Theological Seminary in New York, 
describes "The Religious and Spiritual Climate in India Today". 


The Ecumenical Chronicle reproduces the text of the Mescow Patriarchate's 
reply to the Central Committee of the Werld Council and a Report on the Seven- 
teenth Quadrennial Cenference of the Student Vclunteer Movement in the USA. 


The world Council Liary contains reports on significant events in the 
churches of Asia -- the consecration of the lutheran Bishop of Tranquebar (in 
India), the experiences of ecumenical leaders in Australia and New Zealand, the 
last meeting of the Executive Committee of the orld Council in Australia and 
discussions between East Asian church leaders at Bangkok, In conclusion there 
are a few words in memory of the late Pierre Maury, leader and theologian of 
the Reformed Church of France. 


There are numercus book reviews, the first of which is an appreciation of 
the volume cf essays commemorating the late Abbé Paul Couturier of lyons (France), 
a Roman Catholic advocate of the Ecumenical liovement, whose tombstone bears the 
words: Paul Couturier, an apostle cf unity between Christians. E.P.S., Geneva 
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The International Review of \Wissions 


The April issue of the International Review of Missions discusses many 
aspects of the missionary obligation of the Church (the constant concern of the 
International Missionary Council, which sponsors the Review). In "hat doth the 
Lord Require of Us?" Dr Carl ‘ichalson, of the U.S.A., studies the theological 
basis of missions, in a paper read to a group at Princeton Theological Seminary. 
Wr. H.L. Ellison examines "The Christian Approach to the Jews", calling attention 
to ambiguities in terminology and appealing for insistence on accuracy in thought 
and expression. Consultations which tock place at Hartford, Uso ke. OM baer i ralis 
ing and qualifications of missionaries, in relation especially to confrontation 
with an alien culture and to the claims of anthropology, are reported by Dr 
Robert T. Parsons, Dean of the Kennedy School of ilissions, U.S.A., in "The Mission- 
ary and the Cultures of Man". The churches of Asia are represented by the Rev. 
H.D.L. Abraham, of the Church of South India, who writes on "Church and Evangel- 
ism", in the context of the increasing challenge to the whole Christian commun- 
ity; and by the-Rev. Basuko Probowinoto, who traces the growth of "The Christian 
Churches in Mid-Java' and their evangelistic impact on Indonesia today. In "Free- 
dom of Conversion", Dr. Charles \/, Forman, of Yale University Divinity School, - 
looks at this fundamental issue in India, where it is of much topical signific- 
ance in the light of current discussions with the Indian Government. Remote 
regions of Latin America still challenge the Church, as is clear from the article 
of Dr and lirs Reyburn, "Toba Caciqueship and the Gospel", in which they describe 
the growth of the Church among the Toba Indians of the Argentine Chaco, The Link 
with earlier days, frequently sought in the International Review of Missions, is 
forged by Dr John Foster in "The Four Martyrs of Thana, 1321", dealing with 
Franciscan missionaries. 


In a lively correspondence item, a missionary among Ifuslims repudiates, 
for his field, the thesis of a recent article, "New Methods for a New Age". 


Some thirty pages are filled with pook reviews. B.P.o., Geneva 
GERMANY The Ulrich Church at iagdeburg Blown Up 


(Berlin) - On Sunday April 8th, the bells of the few churches of Magdeburg 
spared by the war rang after divine service in mourning for the destruction of 
the Ulrich church, which was announced by church leaders from the various pulpits. 


In spite of opposition from Protestant leaders, the ruins of the Ulrich 
church had been blown up on April 5th on orders from the authorities of the 
German Democratic Republic. The lagdeburg Church Council declared that "the 
step could not be justified on architectural grounds, nor did the church have 
to be removed for reasons of traffic control". The church was nine hundred 
years old. Even though it wes sorely battered by bombing in 1945, it had never- 
theless been possible to replace and ring the bells in the surviving towers. 

HePeSe, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Day of Prayer for the Lessening of Racial Tension 


(New York) - Thousands of negroes and whites of many religious grou across 
the U.S.A. gathered on March 28th to observe a "National Delivrance Day of 
prayers of sympathy for negro clergymen and laymen under arrest in Montgomery, 
Ala., for participation in a boycott there of segregated city buses. 


—s 


aU s 
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The coservance was initiated by Dr. Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., pastor of 
the Abyssinian Baptist Church in New York and Democratic member of Congress. He- 
had called upon the assemblies tc invoke prayers for "all who suffer from perse- 
cution and all who are afflicted with racial prejudice." 


Church councils, ministerial associations and other church groups were 
sponsors of the day in many cities. Observance took the form of interracial 
prayer rallies and worship services. Contributions totalling several thousand 
dollars were made towards the defense fund of the Montgomery negrces. 

H.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Churches Survey Ecumenical Trends 


(Buck Hill Falls) - Contemporary ecumenical life ~ in many different aspects, 
from a national lay movement in Germany to international principles of religious 
liberty - was discussed at the U.S. Conference for the World Council of Churches 
held at Buck Hill Falls, Pa, from April 19th-20th. 


A visitor from Germany, Dr. Reinold von Thadden, said that the German 
Evangelical Kirchentag, which each summer attracts hundreds of thousands to a 
five-day evangelistic rally, is concerned "only with the mission of Christ's 
Church in the world; with the equipping of its lay members for intellectual 
disputes with non-Christians in our time, as well as for open confession of 
their faith". Dr. von Thadden is the founder of this lay movement, The Kirchen- - 
tag, he told the U.S. churchmen, "has nothing to do with national or internation- 
al tendencies, with political or ideological differences". Dr, von Thadden report- 
ed that some 60,000 men and women, including about 5,000 from abroad, are ex- 
pected to participate in the seventh annual Kirchentag, which is to be held in 
Frankfurt am Main from August Sth-12th under the theme, "Be ye reconciled with 
God", For the first time, English, and in some cases French, will be used in 
addition to German as the official languages in Bible studies, church services 
and other events, he said. Some half a million people will most likely be present 
at the concluding open-air mass rally on August 12th. Of these, he said, "we 
have reason to hope" that 15,000 will be from the Hast zone of Germany. Dr. von 
Thadden said the all-German rallies of the Kirchentag have proved that the 
Church is the only all-German organisation which "has so far not been cut by - 
zonal boundaries". "Although the Kirchentag is bent to avoid political contro- 
versy and engagements" ,he added, "this flocking together of German people from 
East and West represents an outstanding meta-political fact which cannot be over- 
looked," 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought. and opinion in and about the 
} Li 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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Dr. Robert Bilheimer, associate general secretary of the World Council, 
reported on the study of "Common Christian Responsibility towards Areas of Rapid 
Social Change", now a major concern of the Division of Studies, The most urgent 
problems for study are found in the areas of responsible citizenship, of urbanisa- 
tion, of rural and village life, and of intemational enterprise and technical 
assistance, Dr. Bilheimer said. En addition, three problems which cut across 
these issues are being taken up - the problem of population, the place of women, 
and race relations. "The main objectives of the V.C.C. programme are to stimulate - 
the work of the churches in regard to these social problems, and to provide inter- 
national exchange of thought. In addition, it is planned to develop an inter- 
national and interdenominational strategy (of action)for Christian action." 


Speaking on lethods of Dealing with the Problems of Freedom for Minority 
Religious Groups'', at the closing session, Friday morning, Dr. O, Frederick 
Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
suggested three ways in which freedom for minority groups is being advanced: 


1) To the extent that 'we succeed in resolving international issues by 
measures other than war". 

2) Through exchange visits of church leaders by "throwing the spotlight 
on current practices" and by "building a fuller understanding of the 
kind of religious freedom which can combat effectively the threat of 
atheistic materialism". 

3) By upholding in inter-governmental circles the concept of religious 
freedom as an inalienable right of man and by defending the broadest 
possible expression of that freedom. 


Dr. Nolde discussed various methods for overcoming discrimination as it 
affects the freedom of a minority group. He called for understanding, sympathy 
and patience of the "difficult problems" encountered in desegregation and integra- 
tion under the. ruling of the Supreme Court. However, he condemned the use OLE 
violence and terrorism which, he said, "strike at the very root of our convic~ 
tion that human rights should be respected and observed for all without discri-- 
mination", He also urged the churches to make more extensive use of the Declara- 
tion of Religious Liberty adopted by the World Council and the International 
Missionary Council "to make clear in domestic settings what they believe to be 
involved in religious freedom", 


In leading the general discussion on the same subject, Dr. John A. Mackay, 
president of Princeton Theological Seminary and chairman of the International 
Missionary Council, emphasised the importance of the related problem of church 
and state, citing different forms which this problem takes in different countries. 

B.Peoe, Geneva 


New Members of the W.C.C. Staff 


Three new staff members have arrived in Switzerland to take up their duties - 
with the World Council of Churches. lliss Helen-Brogden Turnbull has been appoint— 
ed associate secretary of the Department of Co-operation of Ilen and omen in 
Church and Society. Dr. Charles Jest is now resident lecturer at the Ecumenical - 
Institute, Bossey, Switzerland, and the Rev. William K, DuVal is the administra- 
tive secretary of the Division of Inter-church Aid and Service to Refugees. 
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lliss Turnbull was director cf Windham House, the national graduate training 
centre for women of the Protestant Episcopal Church in New York City, for more 
than ten years. She was also part time lecturer in religious education at Union 
Theological Seminary and General Theological Seminary in New York. 


A former ‘Presbyterian Church U.S.A. missionary to China, Dr. West, has 
recently been engaged in helping to train missionaries at Hartford Seminary, 
Hartford, Conn. He was a Presbyterian fraternal worker and was assigned by the 
World Council of Churches to work with the Evangelical Church in Germany and in 
the Gossner Mission, lMainz-Kastel, and worked in Berlin for two years. Dr. West, 
who received a Ph.D. from Yale University in 1955, wrote a thesis on "Recent 
Theological Encounters with Communism". 


Mr. DuVal, a graduate of Union Theological Seminary, New York, helped with - 
preparations for the Evanston Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 1953- 
54. Before going into the ministry Mr. DuVal worked in India as a marketing 
assistant for an oil company. He is an ordained minister of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. 


Mr. DuVak succeeds the Rev. Robert B. Tillman who has been with the Divi- 
gion of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees for the past six years. Mr. 5 
Tillman returns to Canada to become secretary for Overseas llissions and Evangel- 
ism of the Canadian Council of Churches in Toronto, HeP.oe, Geneva 


Two Plaques Recall W.C.0.'s Formation 
A marble tablet was unveiled in a ceremony at the Cathedral of St. Pierre 
in Geneva, on Sunday, April 22nd, in the presence of delegates from the churches 
of Geneva and representatives of the World Council of Churches. This tablet 
commemorates an ecumenical service held on the occasion of the first assembly of 
the ‘Jorld Council of Churches in(process of formation) and the International 
Missionary Council. 


The tablet, which was installed in the right side-aisle of the famous 
cathedral, records February 20th, 1946, as the date of the historic post-war 
ecumenical service and bears the names of the outstanding world churchmen par- 
ticipating in that event. 


A secend plaque commemorating the early history of the ecumenical movement 
in America, unveiled in the library of the Buck Hill Falls Inn, was dedicated 
by Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, at the annual meeting of the U.S. Conference for the 
World Gouncil cf Churches. Dr. Leiper was the first executive secretary in the 


New York office. B.P.o., Geneva 
SPAIN ; Protestant Seminary Still Seeking Official Status 


(Madrid) - The present situation of the Union Theological Seminary in Madrid, 
regarding which questions are being asked in many countries, (see E.P.S. No BGs 
can now be described as follows: 


The leaders of the Seminary were officially encouraged by the Spanish autho- 
rities to remove the seals which were placed on the doors of the rooms by the 
police on January 23rd. Accordingly the seals were removed on March 28th. It was 
stated that this action was necessary before the ilinistry of National Education 
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could define the status of the Seminary. The leaders now expect that the status 
will be defined and that the Ministries of National Education and of Foreign 
Affairs will jointly make a statement on the subject. 


The Seminary has been assured that this statement can be expected very 
shortly. It is reported that the leaders of the Seminary consider that the 
problem created by the closure of the Seminary will not be settled, nor its 
future guaranteed, until the Spanish Government has defined and approved its 


status, B.P.S., Geneva 
INDIA Ziegenbalg Commemorative Stamps Aid Library 


(caomeutye - Proceeds from the sale cf the Ziegenbalg Jubilee stamps have greatly 
assisted the extension of the library of the Gurukul Theological and Research 
Insiitute, Madras. The Gurukul Reasearch Institute has tendered its "thanks to 
the Lutheran World Federation and its member Churches in Europe and America, 
which have shown a keen interest in the College's efforts to found a library 
for lutheran theological research in India and neighbouring countries". 


The library at present has 4,000 volumes but plans are in hand to enlarge 


it in the next few years to 10,000. H.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Armenian Catholicos Visits London 


(London) ~ The Supreme Catholicos of the Armenian Church, His Holiness Vazgen I, 
was guest of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, at Lambeth Palace 
for a week. The Supreme Cathclicos is on a short visit to Britain as part of an 
apostolic tour to Armenian communities in the liiddle East and Europe (see E.P.S.- 
No, 16). He also visited Manchester. His Holiness was guest of honour at a recep- 
tion given by the Nikaean Club at Lambeth Palace, when Dr. Fisher, in a speech 
of welcome, said that the Armenian Church was in many ways unique among the 
churches of Christendom - it was the first church to be adopted by the Armenian 
people as a national Church when at the beginning of the fourth century the 
Kingdom of Armenia proclaimed Christianity as its official religion. 

BeP.Se, Geneva 


SWEDEN Religious Leaders from USSR Visit Sweden 


(Stockholm) - - Russian Crthodox, Baptist and Moslem leaders from the Soviet Union 
recently visited Stockholm. 


The three-man delegation comprised Ziautdin Babachanow, spiritual leader of 
all-Mohammedans in the Soviet Union; Alexander Karev, general secretary of the 
All-Soviet Council of Evangelical Christians (Baptist); and Metropolitan Nikolai 
of Krutitsky and Kolomna, of the Russian Orthodox Church's Moscow Patriarchate. 

H.eP.S., Geneva 


UeSedeRe i Swedish Church Leaders in the Baltic 


(Stockholm) - Six Swedish Baptist leaders (see E.P.S. No. 13/14) reported on 
their return from a 12-day visit to the Soviet Union that they had "unexpected- 
ly"found "unlimited freedom of worship" not only in the Russian heartland but in 
the Baltic states. They said there are now some 6,000 Baptist missions in the 
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USSR with a total registered membership of mcre than 500,000 and that Baptists 
are increasing at the rate of about 10,00 a year. 


- Members of the Swedish Baptist delegation conducted Easter services at a 
700-year-old.former Catholic church in Tallinn, capital of Estonia, turned over 
tc Russian Baptists by the Communists in 1944. "We were particularly impressed 
on the tour by the overflowing attendance at mission halls and the evidences of 
a surging interest in religion, particularly among youth", a member of the delega- 
tion said. "Ve conducted 14 worship services attended by at least 30,00 persons 
during our trip." Their hosts and guides on the tour were the Rev. Jakov Zhidkov 
of Moscow, president of the All-Soviet Council of Evangelical Christians (Baptist) 
and vice-president of the Baptist Jorld Alliance; and Alexander Karev, general 
secretary of the All-Soviet Council. The tour was made at the invitation of 


the council. B.P.5., Geneva 
ISRAEL Crowded Jerusalem Bible Study Conference 


According to the weekly news bulletin of the State of Israel, over 2,500 
people attended-the Fcurth Bible Study Conference, which was held in Jerusalem 
from March 19th-22nd, under the auspices of the Israel Teachers! Union and the 
Israel Bible Study Society. Over forty addresses were given by scholars and 
teachers on various aspects of the historical background, text and teaching of 
the Books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles, 


Among the subjects dealt with were: "The Art of Story-telling in the Book 
of Samuel", 'The Chronology of the Period of the Kings", "Prophecy and Royalty", 
'Town and Country during the First Commonwealth Period", and the relations 
between the Books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles. Lectures were also given on 
the latest results of research on the Dead Sea Scrolls. 


The Israel Bible Study Society, which was founded six years ago, has about 
1,400 members and 14 branches. Apart from its annual conferences, each of which 
is devoted to a particular period cr book of the Bible, the Society maintains 
lectures, local gatherings and an annual Bible Week, and publishes a quarterly 
devoted tc questions of Bible research. 


Bible study in Israel is one of the central school subjects. University 
teachers lecture on Bible subjects in factories during the morning break, as well 
as at scores of adult evening classes throughout the country; radio Bible read- 
ings, with commentary, occupy a peak listening hour each evening; and popular 
newspapers anxious to attract readers find that various reduced-price editions 
of the Bible make the best bonuses. Biblical questions are always prominent at 
radio quizzes, especially for young people, and in the regular radio "brains 
trust! programmes. 


The results of archaeological research and such discoveries as the Dead 
Sea Scrolls are closely followed by the general public, and holiday excursicns 
are often planned to throw light on the geographic background of the Bible 
story. H.P.Se, Geneva 
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UNITED STATES The Christian Conscience and an Economy of Abundance 


Mfe are entering a new age in/the history of mankind. For the first time in 
human experience it appears possible that enough can be produced to meet the 
basic needs of- man. We may refer to this new period as an age of abundance in 
contrast with past ages of economic scarcity... We cannot evade the challenge 
which this new age brings to the Christian conscience." 


These are the opening words of the liessage adopted by the Third National 
Study Conference ou the Church and Economic Life which met from April 12th-L5th, 
1956 in Pittsburgh. 400 delegates attended the conference which was sponsored 
by the National Council of Churches (U.S.A.). The theme of the Conference was 
'The Christian Conscience and an Economy of Abundance". Chairman of the meeting 
was Charles P. Taft, and the speakers included leaders of American economic and ~ 
political life. Dr. Hendrik Kraemer, the former director of the Ecumenical Insti- 
tute of the World Council of Churches, addressed the meeting. 


In its message the Conference stated that Christians must interpret the 
coming of a new economic age of abundance "from the point of view of the revela~ 
tion of God in Jesus Christ". 


The conference message observed that "in an age of increasing abundance the 
Christian obligation assumes new dimensions. For in such an age Christian duty 
is not done until everyone has access to the basic necessities of life. But this 
Christian duty cannot be discharged by the mere giving of material goods to those 
who do not share in the abundance. It must be done in ways which recognize the 
dignity of each person and each group whom Christians would help. It must be 
done by the sharing of such knowledge, and assistance in the development of such 
facilities and institutions, and in the creation of such conditions as will en- 
able people to help themselves." 


The conference message also pointed out that in a world where millions of 
people are hungry or ill-fed, Christians in America must "exert every effort" 
within their power to relieve want wherever 4t exists. In circumstances of "stark 
suffering" or disaster, direct giving will be necessary and this "should be done 
with no expectation of return, no political strings on the gift, and with mutual 
respect and regard between the recipient and the giver." 


At the same time the message stated that "... a more far-reaching Christian 
act, which will build for better Christian relationships, is assistance to people 
to help themselves, the sharing not only of things but of knowledge, techniques, ~ 
methods, and the creative spirit. To this end Christians should support substant- 
jal participation by individuals, private agencies, and the government of the 
United States in a long-range programme of cooperation with the people of other 
nations. Such programmes should include the promotion of mutually advantageous 
world trade and assistance in the development of the Less economically developed 
countries of the world. In these endeavours the agencies of the United Nations 


should be used as fully as possible." E.P.S., Geneva 
TURKEY Death of Metropolitan Gennadios of Heliopolis 


Sunday, April 22nd, 1956 a Requiem mass was said in the Patriarchal Church 
of Constantinople honouring the memory of Metropolitan Gennadios of Heliopolis, 
who died on March 15th, 1956. 
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iletropolitan Gennadios was a prominent author and scholar. He represent- 
ed His All-Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople Athenagoras I and 
brought His greetings to the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at 


Evanston in 1954. BeP.o., Geneva 
SWEDEN 3 : Unusual Ordination in Dutch-speaking Parish 


(Stockholm) - The ordination of a new pastor to the Dutch-speaking Protestant 
parish in Stockholm took place in an "ecumenical atmosphere". 


The pastor, Herbert van Tongeren, a Mennonite, received the laying on of 
hands in the building of the French Reformed congregation. The ordaining minis- 
ters included the president of the Netherlands' Reformed Church, four pastors 
of the Swedish Iutheran Church, and the local French Reformed chaplain. The 
Lutheran Bishop of Stockholm was represented and the service was conducted in 


Dutch, Swedish and French. BePeSe, Geneva 
GERMANY - Death of Y.M.C.A. Leaders 


The Y.l.C.A. has recently lost two of its cutstanding leaders in Germany. 


Dr. Fritz Polack, who died on April 7th, became active in Y.M.C.A. work as 
a prisoner of war in Italy. He was chairman of the Executive committee for Work 
with Refugees and Migrants of the \forld Alliance of YMCAs and chairman of the 
Heimatlosenlagerdienst of the German Y.M.C.A. 


Pastor Johannes Busch, who died on April 14th at the age of 51 some weeks 
after an automobile accident, was general secretary of the Westbund of the 
German Y.M.C.A. A beloved youth leader throughout Germany and a famous fighter 
in the "Church Struggle", his funeral at iJitten on April 18th brought together 
6000 persons. E.P.S., Geneva 


ITALY Discovery of a New Catacomb 


(Rome) - Fifty-five feet under the Via Latina, catacombs have been discovered 
which probably date back to the third century A.D. The walls are covered with 
abcut fifty paintings. They are unique in variety of subject matter. The paint- 
ings are extremely well preserved. They deal with subjects from the Old Testa- 
ment, such as Adam and Eve being driven out of the Garden of Eden, the Sacrifice 
of Isaac, the Crossing of the Red Sea; and from the New Testament, such as Jesus 
surrounded by the Twelve Disciples. There is alsc a number of pagan and profane 
subjects. BeP.S., Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM The British Council of Churches on Cyprus 


The British Council of Churches at its meeting, held in the Baptish Church, 
London, on April 24th and 25th, 1956, passed the following resolution on Cyprus: 


'That the Council, noting with the deepest concern the grave deterioration 
in the situation in Cyprus, resolves in the following terms: 


1. The Council, while recegnising the desire of nations freely to determine 
their own government, profoundly regrets both the violence and terrorism which 
have been used in Cyprus while negotiations were proceeding, and the use of 
force which such violence has inevitably evoked. The Council particularly regrets 
the failure of the Christian leaders in Cyprus to condemn terrorist activities. 


2, The Council recognises the reasons fcr the deep concern of their breth~- 
ren of the Orthodox and other Greek churches in this matter, notably in the de- 
portation of Archbishop Makarios, It nevertheless appeals not only for a cessa- 
tion of violence, but for such a recognition of the Christian duty of reconcilia- 
tion as may lead all Christians to give a more temperate tone to discussion of 
the whole Cyprus issue. 


3. The Council, in seeking to play its part in that reconciling ministry, 
commends the proposals made by the Archbishop of Canterbury, and in particular 
urges upon the Government the necessity of drafting a constitution designed to 
lead by progressive steps to Cypriot self-determination. The Council recognises 
that this requires that questions such as the meaning of "an elected majority" 
be clarified. The Council is of the opinion that the pursuit of these measures 
must be accompanied by the restoration of order in the island and further recog- 
nises that the status of Cyprus must be considered with due regard to the demands 
of international peace and order. 


The aim of the Ficnmenical Press Service is to keep tts readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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4. Finally, the Council reiterates its strong determination to do all in 
its power to maintain fellowship between the churches in Britain and the churches 
in Cyprus, Greece and Turkey." 


In his introductory address to the Council the Archbishop of Canterbury, as 
its president, declared that the resolutions concerning Cyprus seemed to him to 
exemplify a spirit abjuring indignation and seeking only a way to reconciliation. 


"Perhaps I might be allowed by way of what Aristotle would call ta catharsis 
or purgation of such emotions’ to express a little indignation, not now against 
anything that anyone in Cyprus or regarding Cyprus has done, but quite simply 
against our cwn Government for apparently, and as far as we are allowed to know, 
doing nothing at all. 


"Some two months ago Archbishop Makarios was deported. One must suppose 
that before the Gcevernment dropped that bomb they had considered what to do 
next. Nearly six weeks ago I made scme suggestions in the House cf Lords (see 
E.P.S. No, 12) as to what the Government might do, as a step away from pure 
negation back to scmething constructive. They may not have been gocd suggestions: 
but at least they enabled a great number of Christian people in the Greek Ortho- 
dox Church in Cyprus itself, and many friendly critics in this country and in 
many parts of the world, to refrain from mere denunciation, to suspend judgment, 
and to hope that something positive and healing would be done and dene quickly. 
Nearly six weeks have passed: and all the Prime Minister can say in the House 
of Commons on April 17th is: 'There can be no question of negotiation in Cyprus 
until law and order are restored'. That is to surrender to the terrcerists and 
to put the whole future of Cyprus inte their hands. Things really had not got 
to be so bad as that. If there is not yet room for negotiation, there is, as I 
suggested, room to set someone to work to draft a censtitution along the lines 
of the correspondence between the Governor and the Archbishop, That would have 
had a healing effect, if taken quickly: it may not yet be too late. I have 
direct evidence that moderates in Cyprus welcomed my suggestions: I have direct 
evidence that every delay decreases the number of moderates and decreases the - 
likelihood that the Government will find any Cypriot to take the place of Arch- 
bishop Makarios as spokesman for his fellow ccuntrymen. 


"The complete inaction of the Government as it appears in the Prime llinister's 
statement does indeed justify incignation: but the Colonial Secretary is an able, 
an eirenic and a liberal minded person. One can only hope that before inaction 
injures his friends and incites his enemies mcre, he will take scme constructive 


and healing step." EePeSe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES — Day of Prayer in May for Race Relations 


(New York) - In issuing a call to prayer, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, president of 
the National Council of Churches, said "all of us share the responsibility of 
racial conflicts" in the U.S.A. He called attention to the fact that the Presby- 
terian Church U.S.A. is calling a day of prayer on May 20th and the National 
Baptist Convention U.S.A., Inc, on May 17th. The call to prayer urged "all churches 
especially those in the National Council of Churches to respond to this appeal 
for prayer in ways which they ccnsider appropriate." 


In his statement, Dr. Blake said: "e urge all Christians, and others who 
may desire, to join us in prayer at this time. All of us in every part of the 
nation share the responsibility for the racial conflicts in our nation because 
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we have not understocd the needs of men and have not cared enough, Let us at 
this season of the year especially remember the centrality in our faith of 
repentance, forgiveness, reccnciliation and the inclusiveness cf our fellow- 
ship. we all bear in our censcience the scars of racial separation. Let us in 
humility ask God's forgiveness and let us pray that we may be freed from race 
ecenflict and from all bitterness. 


N'Let us remember that we are required to witness to the unity of all man- 
kind by creation. Jesus Christ in His incarnation and redemption restores this 
unity which from the beginning was God's design. It is our opportunity as Christ- 
sans to be creative instruments of our God of love in a restless world. We must 
therefore hold in our hearts the hope of peaceful solutions to our problems. 


"We have noted with gratitude the widespread turning te prayer at this time, 
and the appeals from denominations, from the churches throughout their councils, - 
and from groups of southern churchmen, for prayer for justice and the reconcilia- 


tion of all races." E.P.o., Geneva 
UNITED STATES : Russian Baptists to Visit U.S. Churches 


(Washington, D.C.) - Five Russian Baptists will arrive in New York on May 18th 
for a month's visit to the United States. 


The delegation will comprise four officials of the All-Soviet Council of 
Evangelical Christians and a representative of Russian Baptist youth. They are 
Jacob Zhidkov, council president; Nicolai Levindanto, vice-president; Alexander 
Karev, secretary; and Ilya Ivanov, treasurer. The youth delegate is Miss Claudia 
Tyrtova. 


A spokesman of the Baptist World Alliance said the deputation would make 
the visit in response to an invitation by a representative committee of American 
Baptists. The Russian group will visit American Baptist centres and institutions— 
and attend Baptist meetings, bringing fraternal greetings from their co-religion- 
ists in the Soviet Union. They are scheduled to be present at sessions of the 
Baptist World Alliance executive committee in Washington, D.C., the Southern 
Baptist Convention at Kansas City, and the American Baptist Convention in Seattle, 


Wash. H.P.Se, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Methodists Plan Seminary and Foreign Service School 


(Washington, D.C.) - Plans for construction of a Methodist Theological Seminary 
and a School of Intcmational Service at American University in Washington 
were announced by Bishop G. Bromley OQxam of Jashington. 


Construction of the seminary buildings will begin this summer. Brection 
of the foreign service school will begin next year, 


Bishop Oxnam said that the School of International Service is designed to 
ensure that "Protestants train their share of the future foreign service officers 
and diplomatic representatives who will speak for our nation at international 
ccnferences'. He said that at present 40 per cent of those who enter careers in 
American diplomacy are trained at the Georgetown University School of Fcereign 
Service in Washington. "I do not deplore in the slightest the contribution which 
this excellent school cperated by the Jesuit Order is making," the bishop added, 
"put I doe not think we Protestants are doing our part to offer our youth com- 
parable training facilities." E.P.S., Geneva 
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NETHERLANDS Ecumenical Congregation at Lelystad 


An umsual church has been built at Lelysted, a new municipality in the 
former Lijsselmeer (Zuyderzee). The district is the centre of new reclamation 
work. The church has two halls under the same roof, to be used for Protestant 
and Roman Catholic divine service. Until recently the services were held in a 
shed. The Protestant part of the congregation has ecumenical features, which 
are a novelty for Holland: all Protestants, whatever their denomination, attend 


the same service on Sundays. E.P.S., Geneva 
TTAW : Agape Invites Christian Youth 


(Torino) - Agape, an ecumenical youth centre in Northem Italy, invites young 
people of different countries and different Christian denominations to a series 
of camps and gatherings. "The young people of this generation must meet together 
and speak to one another as true men should, humble in their search for their 
‘prothers!, to form a community, and no lenger merely a nation, a class, 4 
denomination, a race", the invitation says. Agape has always collaborated closely: 
with the World Council of Churches through its Youth Department, which has spon- 
sored many of the ecumenical work camps which helped build Agape. 


During the summer months of 1956 the following international camps will be 
held: 


July 3-12: Ist international camp, subject 'The groan cf creation! (man 
: and nature). 
July 12-22: 2nd international camp, ‘subject "The responsibility of the 


Church concerning under-developed regions". 
July 22-August 1: 3rd intermational camp, subject "The ministries of the 
: Church" 
July 15-August 30: 10th ecumenical work camp at Agape. Construction of the build- 
: ing intended for offices and library. 


August 12-21: International holiday camp for workers. The search for the 
; true community tc which we belcng. 
August 21-25: Gathering of Agape: daily programmes of information on the 


social and religious situation of Italy. From August 15-21: 
tour cf Italy (liilan, Florence, Rome) 


For all information and for applications, write to: Segreteria di Agape, Perrero 


per Prali, (Torino), Italy. E.P.S., Geneva 
JAPAN National Christian Council Urges End to H-Bomb Trials 


At a recent meeting the National Christian Council of Japan declared that 
"constant experiments in the Pacific and other areas have caused not only great 
and sericus physical damage from the humanitarian point of view, but also have 
endangered international good faith". 


The Council resclved that all world Christian agencies be called upon to 
create public opinion in all the countries concermed for the discontinuance of 
such experiments." E.eP.S., Geneva 
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SPAIN New Measures Against Spanish Protestants 


The Spanish Government has taken several new actions against Spanish Pro- 
testant interests beginning April ‘20, forty-eight hours after the return of the 
Spanish Foreign Minister from his official visit in Washington. Since, accord— 
ing to reports, the Council of Ministers had asked the Foreign llinister to solve 
the three-months old problem of the Union Theological Seminary in Madrid, Pro- 
testant leaders had hoped that one of his first acts upon his return to Spain 
ylould be to inform the Seminary that it could resume its teaching tasks. No such 
announcement has yet been forthcoming. 


On the contrary, on April 20th the police suddenly descended upon a Madrid 
printing-shop in which the Holy Scriptures, hymn-books and the monthly news- 
letter of the Spanish Evangelical Church were in press. All of these materials 

were impounded and-the printing-shop doors sealed, The next step of the police 

was to visit a book-binder working on the same edition of the Scriptures, con- 

fiscating the finished Bibles. Cn April 24th the police entered the Madrid ware- 
house of the British and Foreign Bible Society, carrying off two lorry-loads of 

Bibles, Testaments, and Gospels. 


These three police measures are reported to have been carried out on the 
orders of the Ministry of Information and Tourism, a government department not 
heretofore involved in the recent restrictive actions against Spanish Protestant- 


ism. BeP.Se, Geneva 
SPAIN : Bishop-Elect Consecrated 


On Sunday, April 29th, Bishop-Elect Santos Molina Zurita was solemnly con- 
secrated Bishop of the Spanish Episcopal Reformed Church. The three-hour service 
took place in the intimacy of his own parish in Madrid. Since the fundamental 
law of Spain prohibits any non-Roman Catholic religious ceremony which might be 
considered public, members of the congregation were forewarned that they must 
be in their seats by mine o'clock in the morning, when the service began, the 
doors of the church being locked from the beginning to the end of the service. 


Three bishops took part in the consecration of Bishop Santos ‘Molina Zurita, 
in accordance with Anglican tradition, Two of the officiating bishops came from 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States, one from the Church of 
England, | 


Beset with many difficulties, the Spanish Episcopal Reformed Church has 
been without a fully installed bishop for more than 20 years. EePeoe, Geneva 
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LEBANON Church Leaders to Confer on the Relief Needs of Arab Refugees _ 


On May 21st, church delegates from America, Australia, India and many Hurop= 
ean countries will meet in Beirut, Lebanon, with leading Christians from the 
Middle East to consider anew the relief needs of Arab refugees in the continued - 
absence of a solution to their tragic situation. The conference, sponsored joint- 
ly by the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council, is 
being organised by the Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of- 
the World Council of Churches. The world-wide concern of the sponsoring organisa- 
tions for the human needs of refugees of varying categories in different situa- 
tions has produced a series of special World Council of Churches' conferences 
on separate refugee problems. The Hamburg Conference of 1949 'proke the conspi- 
racy of silence surrounding the German refugee problems'. The Salzburg Conference 
of 1950 made proposals regarding the Austrian refugee problem, many of which 
were substantially adopted with success. 


A conference held in Beirut in 1951 resulted in the creation of a Near East 
Christian Committee for Refugees and an important relief programme which has 
been maintained ever since in close cooperation with United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, the Agency established by 
the United Nations to deal with this particular refugee problem. 


Hopes entertained at this first Beirut Conference, of a just and early solu- 
tion to the Arab refugee problem, have not materialised, and a review of relief 
programmes and needs is now urgently necessary. liany of the delegates to the 
second Beirut Conference will be the executives of the relief departments of 
their respective churches and national church councils. Speakers at the Con- 
ference will include lir. Henry Labouisse, director of United Nations Relief 
dorks Agency, Dr. Charles Malik and Dr. Alford Carleton, former president of 
Aleppo College and executive of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Wissions, Congregational Christian Churches, U.S.A. Dr. Robert C. Mackie, chair- 
man of the Administrative Committee of the Department of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees, will preside. 


SAAN SATE TR OE SINS I OE Tea 


The aim of the E:cumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's ilems. 


ra 


No, 19 = May llth, 1956. ~2- 126 


Several of the delegates will also visit Israel, at the invitation cf the 
Israeli government, either before or after the meeting in Beirut. 
| E.P.S., Geneva 


COLCMBIA 30 Evangelical Churches Closed 


Se 


Religious persecution in Colombia has been intensified. Protestants there - 
are in the most serious situation to confront them since the start of the diffi- 
culties in 1948, 


In a communication dated May lst, the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia 
states that during the second half of April 30 Evangelical churches were 
closed and seven Colombian pastors jailed. All forms of violence have again 
appeared: shooting, threats, and every sort cf pressure through the civil autho- 
rities, including jailing, fines, sealing of churches, etc. 


In view of the seriousness of the situation, the Executive Committee of the 
Evangelical Confederation of Colombia has issued to all Protestants in Colombia 
an urgent call to prayer and fasting for Sunday, llay 13th, 1956. 

HeP.S., Geneva 


SPAIN Roman=Catholic Opposition to the Reopening of the Seminary 


(Madrid) ~ According to the German Evangelical Press Service (epd) of May 4th, 
1956, the Spanish hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church has announced to the 
Government in iladrid that it is opposed to the reopening,on the basis of an 
already drafted solution, of the Protestant Theological Seminary in Madrid, 
which was closed by the rolice on January 23rd. 


The Catholic arguments against the legislation of the Protestant Seminary 
in Madrid are based on Articles 26 and 27 of the Concordat concluded in 1953 - 
between Spain and the Vatican, Article 26 stipulates that all schools, of what- 
ever nature, must teach "in accordance with the principles of the dogma and 
morality of the Roman Catholic Church". In Article 27 the Spanish state guaran- 
tees that instruction in the Catholic faith shall be taught as a compulsory 
subject in all state and private schools, But the second paragraph permits the 
children of "non-Catholics" to absent themselves from this instruction if their 
parents so request. There is no positive clause in the legal code, however, 
making provision for a group of Protestant children, whose parents have obtained 
permission for them not tc attend Catholic religious instruction, to be given 
instruction in the Protestant faith. 


"However, for reasons of justice the state authorities were quite prepared 
to find a tolerable solution both with regard to the theological seminary and 
to the schocl fcr Protestant children in the same building", continues the 
Evangelical -Press Service (Bethel-Bielefeld). "Now they have begun to waver, 
owing to the protest from Roman Catholic quarters. But the Protestants hope 
that the negotiations between the Apostolic Nuncio in iladrid and the Spanish 
Foreign Minister will lead to a favourable conclusion; for in view of the world 
situation, it is unlikely that the Vatican will adopt the attitude of the 
Spanish hierarchy towards the Protestants. H.eP.S., Geneva. 
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UNITED STATES Methodists Vote for Integration 


(Minneapolis, ilinn.) - The quadrennial General Conference of the Methodist Church 
meeting here during the first week, in May, voted to initiate constitutional 
changes designed to abolish the denomination's Central Jurisdiction, to which 
360, 000 Negroes belong, in an effort to eliminate discrimination, 


The Central Jurisdiction is the only one of the Methodist jurisdictions set 
up along racial rather than geographical lines. It was established when the three 
branches of American Methodism: Methodist Episcopal Church, the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South, and the Methodist Protestant Church came together to form the 
present llethodist Church in 1939. For many years there has been growing criticism 
that such an all-Negro unit exists within the church. 


An amendment to the constitution providing for the elimination of the Central 
Jurisdiction will now require a two-thirds vote of members of the 132 Annual Con- 
ferences that make up American Methodism before it becomes effective. It is ex- 
pected that it will take several years before the necessary votes are secured. 


The General Conferénce composed of 766 delegates is American Methodism's 
highest law making body. Delegates overwhelmingly approved a statement of policy 
barring racial discrimination or "enforced segregation" within the Church. 
Charles C. Parlin, New York, was chairman of the committee on the state of the 
church which drafted the policy statement adopted by the Conference calling for 
racial integration throughout the church. 


The statement on policy said, "There must be no place in the Methodist 
Church for racial discrimination or enforced segregation. Recognising that we 
have not attained this goal, yet rejoicing in the progress made, we recommend 
that discrimination or segregation by any method or practice, whether by con- 
ference structure or otherwise, in the Methodist Church be abolished with reason- 
able speed. The growing spirit of brotherhood throughout the church strengthens 
our confidence that under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, we will continue 
to go forward." 


"There is a changing racial climate in our world, largely growing out of 
the teachings of the Christian Church. The ccnscience of society has become 
increasingly sensitive regarding racial discrimination and injustice. Methodists 
unite with people of all lands and all faiths in a determined effort to eliminate 
these unchristian practices. We look to the ultimate establishment of a truly 
Christian society," 


The statement said, "ile join other people of good will arcund the world in 
. moving toward the day when all races shall share richly without discrimination 
or segregation in the good things of life. Therefore, we resolutely go forward 
with the work begun with respect to race relations in the church and in our 


world," HeP.sSe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES aris llethodist Women Given Full Clergy Rights 
(Minneapolis, Minn.) - At the General Conference of the Methodist Church 
meeting here women were given the right to full clergy privileges in the - 


denomination. The General Conference had received 2716 "memorials" or resolu- 
tions asking that women receive full clergy rights. Until now, there have been- 
ordained women ministers in the Methodist Church qualified to administer sacra~ 
ments and preach in churches assigned them by district superintendents. But 


- 
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unlike male members of a liethodist conference they did not have the right to be- 
assured of an assignment from their bishops nor could they participate in minis- 
terial pension plans. 


Hajor denominations in the United States admitting women to full clergy 
rights are the Congregational Christian Churches, the Disciples of Christ, and 
the Presbyterian Church in the USA, which voted at its last general assembly 


to accept women ministers. BePeode, Geneva 
INDONESIA The Batak Church on Communism 


A message concerning Communism adopted by the Great Synod of the Batak 
Protestant Church, a member of the Lutheran World Federation, has been read in 
morning services of all Batak ccngregations throughout Indonesia and has created 
widespread comment both in the churches and the public press. 


The message, which was adopted at a meeting at Sipoholon Seminary, Tarutung, 
compared the teachings cf Communism and Scripture on six principal points, It 
was adopted after hearing reports and questions from many members and several 
local churches concerning "the danger of Communism which is threatening our 
church". 


According to the message transmitted to the churches: 


"1, Communism teaches: Religion is a product of human thought, so God is 
created by men. ~ But the Scripture emphasizes: Ged was in the beginning and 
God revealed Himself in Jesus Christ. It is God who created man and the whole 
earth. 


"2, Communism teaches: Religion is like cpium, which only drugs people to 
sleep and weakens them. - But the Seripture emphasizes: The Gospel is the power 
of God for salvation to every cne who has faith (Rom. 1:16). 


"3, Communism teaches: Sin is the'class+ification of life, and proletarians 
(planters of rice and workers) are not sinners, - But the Scripture emphasizes: 
Sin is transgression against the Law of God, and all have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God. 


"4, Communism teaches: Our redemption is freedom from'class-ification’ - 
But the Scripture emphasizes: The redemption of men is freedom from sin by the 
blood of the crucified Christ. 


"5, Communism teaches: Economic factors determine human life, and the per- 
fect life can only be achieved on earth by techniques and by the strengthening 
and development of industries. - But the Scripture emphasizes: All depends on 
the grace of God, not on human strength or ambition, The perfect life is not to 
be found on earth but we hope for peace and life in the world to come, 


"6, Communism teaches: Man's hope is an international community which is 
free from the 'class-ifications' of human life. - But the Scripture emphasizes: 
Our hope is not on earth but in the life to come, that is, God's community 
which is saved by Jesus Christ." 


After quoting these arguments, the message states: "Our Church rejects 
Communistic teaching fer there is no other redemption but by Christ... Jesus 
Christ is our Saviour and Gracious Lord, which is the Gospel for sinners." 
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Me reject their method cf fcreing people to ccmplete obedience to their 
doctrine and no questions allowed, for we ought to cbey God rather than man," 
the statement says. "That is why every congregation member and especially workers 
of the church ought to shun Communist doctrine and every movement which is found- 
ed on that dcctrine." 


The message asked that laymen or members of a church council who have be- 
come Communists be led by exhortation, prayer, and visitation "so that they may 
know the eternal salvation and peace in Christ." 


"Therefore let us be extremely careful and watchful against the dangerous 
doctrines of Communism and let us go to Him, who has come and shall come, even 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Remember the passage in Rev. 2:10-12, "Be faithful unto 
death, and I will give you the crown of life," the message concludes. 


In the rapidly growing Batak Church there are 631,534 members. A congre- 
gational letter called for a strengthening of spiritual life, observance of the 
Lord's Day, expansion of missionary work, and support for theological schools, 
lower and higher grade schools. ilembers of the Synod declared it their aim to - 
have a minimum of 250 pastors by 1961 when the church (Huria Kristen Batak Pro- 
testant) celebrates its Centennial Jubilee. At present there are 130 pastors. 

E.P.o., Geneva 


AUST RIA Huropean llinority lutheran Churches Conference 


(Semmering) - "Because this conference has meant an important development in 
the whole situation which the Church faces, I am sure that the Iutheran Jorld 
Federation will find it very necessary to hold another in the same manner in 
the future," Dr. Carl E, Iund-Quist, LiF Executive Secretary, said in closing - 
the first Zuropean ilinority lutheran Church conference on April 27th in Semmer- 
ing, Austria. 


je have been able to speak much more openly, freely and fraternally than in 
the past," he said, "This conference has merked a very honest facing of each 
other... we have learned much for future discussions and next time we will 
touch even more on the burning questions which face minority churches." 


Four days of intense discussion, of getting to know one another, of wor-- 
shipping and studying together among the 77-representatives attending the con- 
ference fron 16 countries preceded Dr. Lund-Quist's statement, The ccnsensus 
of most delegates at the close was that the Noetting to know one another" or 
the "great togetherness" as it was termed by Bishop lay from Austria -- was the 
most important result of the meetings. 


Particularly, the conference was another occasion when members of Eastern 
and Western European Lutheran churches could meet and talk together. Of the 77 
attending, 16 were from churches in fumania, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, Poland 
and Hungary. Other delegates were from England, France, Holland, Italy, luxem- 
bourg, Austria, Pcrtugal, Spain and Switzerland. There were guests from Norway 
and Germany. 


The programme for the four days included two types of sessions -- morning 
Bible study and speakers on theological topics and then the afternoon discussion 
groups on practical subjects. The afternoon discussions centered on two major- 
points: "Strengthening the iHnority Church" and "The Lutheran Church in a Non- 
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Lutheran Environment", Each topic had three sub-topics which were treated by 
smaller groups later, meeting together in evening plenary sessions. These groups 
were led by different participating churches, as were the evening prayers. 


In a final address, Rektor Dr. Georg Hoffman (Germany) discussed "The Unity 
of Belief ard the Commandment of Love". He emphasised that the commandment of 
love does not allow the erection of confessional barriers and that there was a 
great necessity for uniting all those who believe in Christ, especially today. 
We rely on the witness of the New Testament where faith and love are one, he 
said. If we believe this, we remain in the spirit of the Reformation where the 
ecumenical movement and the affirmation of different ccenfessions are not opposed 
te each other but... belong te one whole. 


The Rev. Henrik Hauge from Oslo, Norway, was elected chairman of the meeting. 
He is a member of the LiF Commission on Jorld Service which has been planning 
this conference in collaboration with the LiF Department of Theology for the 
past year. Dekan Dr, Jan liichalko (Czechoslovakia) and Bishop Dr. L. Vetoe 


(Hungary) assisted Pastcr Hauge in chairing plenary sessions. BeP.Se, Geneva 
GERMANY Ecumenical “Jork in Berlin 


All the ecumenical study groups and committees within the Evangelical 
Church in Berlin-Brandenburg will in future werk together with the Free Churches 
and foreign Christian congregations in Berlin and Brandenburg in an Reumenical - 
Committee for Berlin, Pastor Gerhard Brennecke, director of the Berlin-Mission- 
ary Society, has been elected president of this organisation, The vice-president 
will be a member of the Free Churches. This fusion is in accordance with a wish, 
often expressed, to coordinate and encourage the work of the 40 or so different 
ecumenical study groups and committees, free churches and foreign congregations 
existing in Berlin-Brandenburg. The independence of the separate greups is not 


affected by the fusion, E,P,S., Geneva 
SWITZERLAND European Churches, Radio, Television and Cinema 


A consultation took place at the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey near Céligny 
from April 30 to May 4 on the present and future use by the churches of ‘audio- 
visual media!, It brought together specialists in radio, television, cinema, 
slides and film-strips, and representatives of the illustrated press, all engag- 
ed in the service of the churches of Great Britain and nine continental countries. 
Their exchange of information and ideas will make possible a more far-reaching 
and well defined collaboration. In particular, it will be of continuing help to 
the Protestant minority churches in the Latin countries; these Churches were 
represented by several delegates, who made clear the difficulties which they 
had to face. 


The conference was both theoretical and practical. The participants were 
shown films, cclour slides, film-strips and television recordings, which gave 
rise to lively debates: illustrated magazines, documents, film criticisms and 
posters were put at their disposal. They also paid a visit to the radio and 
television studios of Radio Geneva. 


Preparations for the consultation were made by the Information Department 
of the orld Council of Churches, Its chairman was the Rev. Francis House of the 
World Council's General Secretariat, former Director of Religious Broadcasting 
of the B.B.C. 
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The Rev. John Garrett, Director of the WCC's Department of Information, in 
his intreduction, pointed out that, thanks to the almost incredible power of the 
electronic and mechanical tools which God has put into his hands, 20th century 
man ought to be able to express what the sculptors and glass workers of Chartres 
or the Christian musicians of the 16th century in Germany expressed with their own 
means. The Church's use of audio-visual media should not be a superficial vulgar- 
isation; it must be a true and profound attempt to marry the arts to the modern 
technical media of communication of thought and of faith. Even when words may 
have lost their impact the message cf the artist nevertheless endures. 


Language barriers and ignorance of what others are doing in this sphere need 
to be overcome, and an intensive collaboration deleloped between the specialised 
organs cf the European churches. 


llodern audio-visual technical media can also - if their quality is high - 
contribute to the renewal of the Church and to a growth and a deepening of the 
ecumenical movement, which is not an institution but a quality of life. 


Mr. Garrett hoped that no new centralised organisation would be created, but 
that a real collaboration between friends carrying similar responsibilities would 
develop. 


The Secretary of the ‘orld Council of Christian Education, the Rev. E. 
Youdell, suggested the launching of a world-wide survey which would take stock 
cf all the audio-visual material at present available, and a closer coordination 
between the specialised organs of the Jorld Council of Churches, the orld Council 
of Christian Education, the World-Committee for Christian Broadcasting, Inter- 
film, RAVEMCCO (U.S. audiovisual-mass media agency), the United Bible Societies 
and the International lfissionary Council. 


ilr. H. Grisewood of the B.B.C. discussed 'Christian communication - Word 
and Image’ in a technological world which is morally bankrupt. He discussed the 
problem of the relation between technics and faith. Dr. Gunnar Dahmén of the 
Swedish Broadcasting Corporation spoke of the Church and radio and television 
programmes, giving a comparative study of the relations between the churches and 
radio in present-day Europe. llr. J.A. Hes of the Netherlands Filmcentrum spoke 
on the qiestion: ‘What is a religious film?! 


A general inventory of the resources cf each country was presented by the 
four study greups, which had examined the questions of the cinema, of film slides 
and photographs, of television and radio, and of ecumenical education through 
- audio-visual media respectively. Their ccenclusions were adopted at a plenary 
session.and included recommendations for more extensive sharing of films, radio- 
scripts and film strips. It was decided to promcete cooperation on the world- 
wide use of audio-visual media through occasional meetings between representatives 
of the orld Council of Christian Education, the United Bible Societies, Inter- 
film (Christian international film agency), the Jorld Committee for Christian 
Broadcasting and the World Council of Churches. 


The delegates tock part in Bible study led by the Rev. Edwin Robertson, 
and in daily services in the chapel of the Institute. H.eP.S., Geneva 
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INDONESTA Progress in the Evangelical Churches 


Borneo 


The Evangelical Christian Church of Kalimantan (Borneo) held its annual 
synod meeting at Kuala Kapuas, fron April 15-22. The synod adopted a new church 
order expressing the distinctive characteristics of the community, and a new 
liturgy designed to supply suitable worship materials to the members. 


The members of the Church numbering 31,783 are-primarily Dajaks, This small 
Protestant community is scattered over a vast water-jungle area, among a popula- 
tion which includes two million Moslems, an equal number of animists, and one 
million Buddhists. The synod regards the animistic community as a great evangel- 
istic challenge. Its plans to reach them with the gospel are limited and hamper- 
ed by the lack of resources. 


The Protestant Church in Kalimantan is the outcome of German and Swiss 
mission work. In 1935 it became independent. At its synod the church approved a 
further agreement with the Basel Mission, whereby all the work and property of 
the mission were transferred tc the church. The Basel Mission will continue to 
help with the work of evangelism as long as the Church of Kalimantan desires. 


The synod needs transport. The 200 congregations, divided into 26 circuits, 
are primarily accessible by boat. The synod operates one small motor boat, but 
needs many more. Some of the pastors who attended the synod meetings must be away 
from their congregations for weeks, and even months, because of transportation 
handicaps. 


Medical assistance is a second priority. Before the war, the synod operated 
a hospital at Kuala Kapuas which, in recent years, has been administered by the 
government, since the synod has neither the staff nor the resources. The synod 
also operates a maternity clinic in Kuala Kapuas with six beds. The synod drew 
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up plans for the establishmentof a maternity clinic in Bandjermasin, and appointed 
a health commission to study and implement the recommendations. A Dajak student 
who is now studying in Jogjakarta, will become the first Dajak Christian doctor, 


The third priority is for theological training. The synod operates a theolo- 
gical school in Bandjermasin which offers a four-year course after nine years of 
preparatory study. Thirty-seven of the ministers active in the service of the 
Church enjoy this educational background, and the General Secretary of the synod 
is a graduate of the Djakarta Theological College. Fifteen students are currently 
enrolled and a new class will be admitted in August. One of the features of the 
synod meeting was the ordination of ten theological graduates. 


Educational work is now mainly carried on by the government, though the 
Synod continues to operate a few schools. (ne of its most significant operations 
is a rural reccnstruction project, operated by a social commission of the synod. 
Nine students are currently on the staff, who both study and engage in practical 
farming. After a period of training they return to their villages, and other 
trainees replace them. 


Java 


As the result of an initiative started by various Protestant churches, an 
Institute has been founded for training Christian teachers. The courses will 
start this year in Salatiga (Central Java). Outstanding teachers have been appoint 
ed from Central, Eastern and ilestern Java. 


Sumatra 


The synod of the Batak Chvrch, which met at the beginning of this year, drew 
up the following resolution concerning the Indonesian Council of Churches: 


"The synod confirms that there are great differences between the Protestant 
churches in Indonesia. Just recently, however, it seems as if efforts were being 
made to form a united Church of Indonesia. The synod therefore resclves: 


a) That the Indonesian Council of Churches is a Federation and not a united 
church ; . 

b) That the resolutions of the Indonesian Council of Churches must not be carried 
out until they have been approved by the heads of the individual churches; 

c) The churches set up their own theological training colleges, but they also 
send students to the all-Indonesia Faculty of Theology in Djakarta. The Theo- 
logical Faculty should have a higher title than the theological colleges 


belonging to the individual churches." EeP.Se, Geneva 
NIGERIA West African SChl Leaders! Consultation 


(Ibadan) - The first consultation of leaders from Vest African student Christian 
movements ever to be held took place at University College, Ibadan, Nigeria, under 
the sponscrship of the \forld's Student Christian Federation, during the recent 
visit to this area of Valdo Galland, its Latin American Secretary. It brought 
together representatives of Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Gold Coast, TogolLand, Dahomey, 
Nigeria, liberia and the French Cameroons. The consultation was held at the sugges= 
tion of west Africans, in order that they might discuss together their common 
problems and make practical proposals of ways in which the Federation can most 
effectively help in the development of their work. 
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The consultation opened with a survey of Christian work among students in 
each of the areas represented. A general discussion on the task of the SCM was 
followed by a more detailed analysis of the problems faced in particular institu- 
tions such as university colleges, teacher training colleges, theological colleg- 
es, nurses training institutions, technical colleges and secondary schools. 


Relationships with the various churches in Jest Africa, with Roman Catholics, 
the Inter-Varsity Fellowship and the YWCA arid YMCA were all considered. Special 
attention was given to the role of the SC in countries where Islam is spreading 
rapidly, and alsc to the relationship of Christianity to West African culture and 
the whole question of the "africanisation" of Christianity. 


The consultation concluded with a study, country by country and for the ‘Jest 
African areas as a whole, of the needs of the SCM in terms of leadership, publica- 
tions and conferences. It was felt that the first need was for fulltime SC secre- 
taries in the Gold Coast and Nigeria, and if possible, in addition a WSCF secretary 
for the whole of ‘est Africa. The federation was also asked tc consider holding 
some time in the future a regional leadership training course similar to those 
which it has organised in Latin America. 


Full reports of this consultation are available from the WSCF office, 13 


rue Calvin, Geneva. HeP.S., Geneva 
CUBA Latin American Presbyterians Form Permanent 


Commission on Cooperation 


(Cardenas) - The first meeting of the Commission on Presbyterian Cooperation in 
Latin America was held in the Presbyterian school "La Progresiva" in Cardenas, 
Cuba, from April 10-13. This Commission is the permanent committee which was set 
up at the first Presbyterian Conference in Latin America held in Campinas, Brazil, 
2, 19556 


One of the major functions of the newly formed commission is to serve as a 
link in the strengthening of relationships among the Presbyterian churches of 
Latin America. Considerable attention will be given to evangelism as the great- 
est task before the churches in Latin America, and a committee on Evangelism in 
which the churches in Latin America and the Boards will participate, was created 
at the conference in Cardenas. A Council of Christian Education was also formed 
for the continent with a group to be named in each country to study ways of improv-— 
ing Christian education in Presbyterian schools and churches. Another important 
item on the agenda of the Cardenas meeting was the report of a special committee 
to study the possible establishment of a Pee regraan seminary for Spanish speak- 
ing Latin America. 


The Presbyterian Church, the delegates at the Cardenas meeting said, preach- 
es the Gospel of Jesus Christ which is for the healing of the nations and which 


constitutes the only real basis of freedom and democracy. They declared that they 


would like the State Department in Jashington to know that Evangelicals in Latin 
America are committed tc the principles of freedom in both State and Church, and 
that they are opposed to all forms of authoritarianism, and totalitarianism, 
whether they be political or ecclesiastical. 


The Commission on Presbyterian Cooperation in Latin America will hold its 
next meeting in Guatemala in May 1957 and decided that the second Presbyterian 
Conference in Latin America will be convened in liexico in 1958. BePed., Geneva 


- 


No. 20 - May 18th, 1956 -4- 135 


FINLAND - Change in the Relation between the Church and the Workers 


In a recent interview with the Finnish paper "Herattaja", Pastor Partanen 
stated that a new and fruitful relationship is growing between the Finnish Church 
and the workers, Pastor Partanen is head of the "Settlement Work Centre! in Lahti, 
which is run by the Church, In earlier times the working class stood aloof from 
the Church, he said, but today this applied at least as much to the "intellectuals". 
Previously the Church made contact with the workers only through the Christian 
Workers! llovement, through the Settlement Movement, through social work and through 
employers of labour, Today the Church is trying to make direct contacts with the 
leaders of the workers! movement. More and more frequently pastors are meeting 
trade union leaders and employers, in order to discuss the Church's attitude in a 
modern industrial state. This task is undertaken especially by the League for 
Parish work. 


Pastor Partanen said there was no one in the Church today who opposed the 
workers! right to organise themselves in trade unions and political parties. One 
of the leaders of the Home liission movement had recently said: "It is quite clear 
that the workers! cause can only be represented by the workers themselves". He 
said that among the workers antipathy te the Church is breaking down, They no © 
longer regard the Church as the stronghold of reaction and an enemy to progress. 
They no longer judge the Church by its members, but by its general importance 
as an educational and evangelistic body. Pastor Partanen pointed out that in 1949 
the Social Democratic Party had removed from its programme the paragraph demand- 
ing the separation of Church and State, The new programme contains a positive 
formulation: "The relation between Church and State shall be developed in accord- 
ance with democratic principles." Pastor Partanen stressed that the attitude to 
religion of the Communist party leaders who have left the Church is far from 
typical of the views of the average party-members. Finnish workers are not hostile 
to religion, This is confirmed by the small percentage of those severing their 
connections with the Church. Every year more workers are sharing in the administra~ 
tion of the Church. For instance in Kymi the majority of the Church Council are 
Social Democrats, and a representative of the workers also attended the last synod. 

HePade, Geneva 


23S re Woman as Professor of Christianity in Tokyo | 


(Tokyo) - Dr. Georgia Harkness has been appointed as visiting professor of Christ-- 
janity at the International Christian University in Japan. Dr. Harkness, an ordain- 
ed minister of the Methodist Church, will be on sabbatical leave from the Pacific 
School of Religion in Berkeley, California, USA, where she has been professor of 
Applied Theology since 1950, 


During her first semster at 1.G.U., Dr. Harkness will teach "Introduction 
to Christianity" to sophomores; and in the spring term she will offer a course in 
"Systematic Theology" to students majoring in religion, While in Japan, she will - 


also give public lectures. BePeS., Geneva 
SWEDEN New Lapp Hymn-Book in Preparation 


Before the end of the year a new hymn-book in the language of the Lapps will 
probably be available. It will contain 170 hymns, The Lapps are nomads living in 
the northern part of Sweden (and Finland) who have preserved their own culture 
and their own language. The Lapp hymn-book hitherto in use has been sold Out.» 
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Bishop Bengt Jonzon in Llule&, in whose diocese the Lapps are living, eighteen 
months ago requested an expert in Lapp, Dr. Harald Grundstr6, to collect hymns 
for a new hymn-bock,. This hymn-book will contain hymns in all the three common 
dialects, instead of in one dialect only as was the case with the old hym-book. 


Dr. Grundstrom's staff of co-workers includes practically all the experts 
in Lapp tc be found in Sweden. It is expected that the work, which will also be 
of great importance to the schools in Lapland, will be concluded this year. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


DENMARK Contact between Congregations in Greenland and Denmark 
to be Strengthened 


The Bishop of Copenhagen, Dr. H. Fuglsang-Damgaard, has set up a committee - 
to promote closer contact between individual congregations in Greenland and Den- 
mark. So far the Committee consists only of Danish clergymen, but later on it 
will be enlarged by representatives from Greenland.also. The chairman of the 
Committee is L. Brgndum, Principal of the Pastoral Seminary in Copenhagen. He 
and a Danish Hore ilissionary plan to visit Greenland this summer and will then 
put the congregations in direct touch with one another. 


"Church News from the Northern Countries"! (the news service published by 
the Northern Ecumenical Institute at Sigtuna, Sweden) says that many of the con- 
gregations in Greenland are small and it is felt that a permanent connection 
with congregations in Denmark will be of great importance to them. 

E.eP.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Methodist and Protestant Episcopal Churches 


Study Union 


(iinneapolis, Minn.) - The Methodist Commission on Church Union submitted a 
proposal locking toward inter-communion and possible eventual union between the 
Methodist Church in the U.S.A. and the Protestant Episcopal Church, U.S.A. The 
plan was offered at the recent Cuadrennial General Conference of the Methodist 
Church in ilinneapolis. 


The proposal distributed to the delegates to the Gemeral Conference, was 
"for information only", It was prepared as a basis for the continued work of a 
new commission on church union set up by the ccnference. 


According to the plan bishops of both communions would be consecrated by 
each other in a "new dedication of themselves! which would involve a mutual lay- 
ing on of hands. Then bishops would hold consecration services in their areas at 
which ministers of the two churches would be invited, but not required, to receive 
the laying on of hands from the bishops. 


An earlier Protestant Episcopal proposal had provided only for the reconsecra- 
tion of Methodist bishops and ordination of new llethodist clergymen by bishops 
who had been consecrated. The new plan was offered as an alternative to the earlier 
one. 


According to the spokesmen for the Methodist plan, it would shorten the 
anticipated 30 or 40 years which the Protestant Episcopal proposal estimated as 
necessary to achieve a completely episcopally crdained ministry. 


at 


y 
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The Methodist commission said, "Let us move as rapidly as possible toward 
complete union, and in our preliminary forms let us se conduct ourselves that 
neither church shall appear to be regarded as either superior or inferior to the 
other..." 


Optimism about the future-relaticnships of the two churches was expressed by 
the itt. lev. Robert Ginson, co-adjutor Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Viginia 
and chairman of the commission on Approaches to Unity. 


Bishop Ivan lee Holt, retiring chairman of the Methodist Commission on Church 
Union, said that the General Conference also had several recommendations seeking 
closer contact between the ilethodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren. 
He remarked that Evangelical United Brethren Church bishops "are hopeful, as are 
we, that in the not too distant future we may open negotiations that may lead to 


a union of cur churches," E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Strategy to Reach Unchurched 


(New York) - There are 4,000,000 unchurched people in the city of New York, Home 
iiissions leaders from 15 Protestant bodies were told in a recent meeting called 
by the Protestant Council of the City of New York. 


A five-year § 24,000,000 plan for reaching these people was suggested at the 
meeting. Funds are needed to provide new churches and to develop interracial ser- 
vices at ten new housing projects. The executive director of the church planning 
and research department of the Protestant Council, the Rev. iMeryl Ruoss, asked - 
that home mission plans be coordinated and that in urban areas neglected by Pro- 
testants interdenominational cooperation be undertaken. 


Dr. David Barry, executive director of the New York iflission Society, warned 
Protestants that they were not as effective as Roman Catholics in adapting to 
changing population trends. Protestants have a tendency, he said, to retreat 


from areas where Protestants move out. E.P.S., Geneva 
SWEDEN State and Church Discussed in Sweden 


The proposal recently put forward in the Swedish Parliament that the questions 
of separation of State and Church be thoroughly investigated has been sent by the 
Constitutional Committee cf Parliament to a number of ecclesiastical and free 
church bedies asking for their opinion in the matter. Among those receiving the 
proposals are all cathedral chapters, theological faculties, leaders of schocls, 
the Working Committee of the free churches and several free churches. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


SWITZERLAND "Whither Zurich?" 


(Zurich) - Nearly all the ten halls bocked in different parts of Zurich were well - 
filled for the opening of the big Whither Zurich" Campaign planned by the Evangel- 
ical churches of that city. 


The campaign began on May 13th after three years of preparation. About 12 - 
to 15,000 people are taking part daily in discussions on "\Ihere are we Going?" - 
in Marriage, Family and Education, Social Life, Work and Vocation, Industry and 
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Politics, Life in General. A last subject for consideration is "hat are we Here 
For?! 


Each hall is served by a team made up of the official Evangelical Reformed 
Church of Zurich, the hethodists and the Free Evangelicals. Of 250 team members 
only ten are theologically trained. Christian witness each evening aims at being 
"real and personal", Mothers speak to mothers, business men to business men, 
industrial workers with industrial workers. 


The three years of preparation included research on the specialised needs 


of various localities. Sites were carefully picked out to attract differing social 
groups. Cinemas, the stock exchange, an indoor sports arena and a specially erect- 


ed hall are being used. The group meetings are meant to reflect a "family spirit". 


An attempt has been made to avoid the atmosphere of mass meetings. There is no 


advertising of "star speakers", In spite of this attendance has been high. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


Correction: 
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For "legislation of the Protestant Seminary" please read: "legalisation of the .. 
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UNITED STATES The Greek Orthodox Church in America 


Establishes a !tissionary Movement 


The Greek Archdiocese of North and South America announces the establish- 
ment of the "Greek Orthodox Holy Cross Missionary Society", the main purpose of 
which is the dissemination throughout Asia and Africa of information on Eastern 
Christianity and the advancement of Orthodox Christianity throughout Asia and 
Africa. 


This society, says the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, 
"ig the realisation of an urgent need to reclaim Orthodox leadership in the world 
missionary movement as in the days of Saints Cyril and Methodius, and others who 
first brought Christianity to the Slavic and European countries". 


The missionary movement has been endorsed and blessed by His Holiness the 
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I, and by His Eminence Michael, Archbishop of 
the Greek Orthodox Church in North and South America. Athenagoras, Bishop of- 
Elaia and Dean of the Greek Orthodox Theological School of Brookline, Mass. - 
the centre of this missionary movement - has been appointed to lead the new 
project with the assistance of a board of consultants. 


The Holy Cross Missionary Society has begun to solicit funds and has taken 
steps for actual missionary work in Korea, in the Philippines and in Uganda, 
Africa, by furnishing vestments, sacred vessels ard material assistance, and by 
granting full scholarships to two Korean youths to study theology at the Brook-= 
line, Mass. Theological School in preparation for Orthodox priesthood and mission- 
ary work. E.P.Se, Geneva 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's items. 
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AUSTRALIA United Church of North Australia Inaugurated 


(Alice eens ~ Merger of the Methodist, Congregational and Presbyterian Church= 
es in Australia's Northern Territory was marked at a service in a newly-dedicated 
church here. The new body is called the United Church of North Australia. Union 

of the three!church groups has been in effect fcr some time at Darwin, north _ 
coast port some 800 miles north of here. 


The new church was built as a memorial to Dr. John Flynn, pioneer Presbyter- 
ian missionary in central Australia's vast and sparsely settled sand desert area 
of which Alice Springs is the "metropolis", The church was built in 1955. Parts 
of the building were completed by the first ecumenical youth work camp to be held 
in Australia. 


Dr. Flynn founded the Presbyterian Church's Australian Inland Mission. He 
also inaugurated the Flying Doctor Service and the use of pedal-powered radio 
sets to provide medical aid fer and maintain communications between isolated 
stations (ranches) in the back country. 


The dedication service was attended by Governor General Sir William Slim; 
Prime ifinister Robert G. Menzies; Dr. Frank W. Rolland, moderator of the Presby- 
terian Church of Australia; and the heads of the Congregational Union of Australia 


and the liethodist Church of Australasia. E.P.S., Geneva 
AUSTRALIA  _ Continued Increase in Church~Aided Migration 


(elbourne) - Increasing numbers of people are being helped to emigrate to 

Australia by the World Council of Churches! department for resettlement of 

refugees, John J. Dedman, its director in Australia, reported. Mr. Dedman said 

over 1,000 immigrants assisted by the department arrived in Australia during 

the first three months of this year as compared with 3,000 for the whole of 1955. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


LEBANON Opening of Beirut Conference on Refugees 


(Beirut) - The Greek Orthodox Cathedral here was crowded for a special service 
held on the eve of the Conference on the future cf the Arab refugees called by 
; the Jorld Council of Churches (see E.P.S. No. 19). 


f Participants included the Syrian Orthodox Archbishop of Beirut, the Anglican 
Bishop of Jerusalem, the Armenian Orthodox Bishop of Beirut, the Greek Orthodox 

Metropolitan of Beirut and pastors of Armenian, German, French, Anglican and 
Arab Evangelical churches. 


Coservers here said that this was one of the most representative Christian 
services ever held in the Near East. 


The preachers were Metropolitan James of ilelita, representative of the four 

i patriarchates of the Orthodox Church at the headquarters of the orld Council 

of Churches, and Dr, W.A,. Visser 't Hooft, the Jorld Council's General Secretary. 
HeP.S., Geneva 
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GE FMANY Bishop Dibelius Intervenes for Spanish Protestants 


(Berlin) - (n behalf of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EXD), Bishop Dibelius 
has written to Cardinal Frings cf Cologne, President of the Roman Catholic Epis- 
copal Conference at Fulda, asking him to cooperate in removing the difficulties 
which confront the work of the Protestant Church in Spain. 


At its last meeting the Council of the EKD thoroughly discussed events in 
Spain, especially the confiscation of Bibles and hymn-books printed for the 
Spanish Protestant Church, and the objections of the Spanish Episcopate to the 
reopening of the Protestant Seminary in Madrid. 


Bishop Dibelius' letter. reads: 


"The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany at its last meeting was 
obliged once more to turn its attention to the position of the Protestants in 
Spain, following news of the confiscation of Bibles and hymn-books published in 
Spain by the Spanish Protestant Church. German Protestants are deeply concerned 
about these developments. 


"The Council of the EKD is aware of the fact that the printing of the Bible 
in Spain is not expressly forbidden, It is also aware that there has been no 
application for a permit to print Bibles. However, according to information we 
have received, this permit can only be granted by the Spanish Episcopate. In 
practice it is therefore impossible in the Christian country of Spain to obtain 
a permit to print the Bible for use by Spanish Protestants. 


"The Council of the EKD was also concerned to hear that the Spanish Episco- 
pate is opposed to tolerant trends within the Spanish Government, and to the 
reopening of the seminary and school at "Hl Porvenir" in Madrid. 


"In the years of difficulty through which we have passed together, we think 
we have learnt that Christ is greater than the barriers between the churches. We 
recall many instances of the fellowship between our two churches and count them 
as precious. For this very reason the Council of the EKD cannot look on passively 
while freedom of faith and conscience are violated in a country which is part of 
the Western world. 


"T feel obliged to draw attention to the wide and undesirable repercussions 
which this policy is bound to have in Protestant circles in this cence hd where 
Catholics and Protestants live side by side. 


"In negotiations and discussions in connection with the defence which both 
our churches have to put up in East Germany, there is danger that no attention 
will be paid to our arguments unless things change in Spain. 


'The Council of the EKD has asked me to write to you, to convey our view- 
point and our sense of anxiety. .e believe our views are shared by large sections 
of the Roman Catholic Church in Germany. 


"T venture to hope that this will be taken into account in your own delibera- 


tions, either by yourself or by the Episcopal Conference at Fulda." 
HePeS., Geneva 
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- GERMANY New Head for the "Oekumenische Centrale" 


Gothic anciieiyn - The Arbeitsgemeinschaft der christlichen Kirchen in Deutsch- 
land (National Christian Council) ‘has appointed Dr. Hanfried Kriiger as the new 
head of its Oekumenische Centrale in Frankfurt, to replace the late Pastor Menn. 

A Study Secretary will also be appointed. He will be a member of one of the Free 
Churches in Germany. Dr. Kruger will cdentinue to be Secretary for ecumenical 
affairs at the Foreign Office of the EKD, and will become editor of the "Oekume- 


nische Rundschau", BeP.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Ecumenical Choir Fellowship Formed 
(Bremen) - At a conference held in Bremen clergy and choir-masters from England, 
France, Holland, West and Hast Germany have formed an Ecumenical Fellowship 


of Choirs, The new fellowship will work for renewal of the worship of the Church, 
It will aim to help young Christians to gain a deeper understanding of solidarity 
between the churches. The first ecumenical meeting for choir-boys was held last 
year in Bremen; a second is to be held in Uppsala at Easter, 1958. 


The Bremen conference closed with an ecumenical evening service in the 
Church of our Lady.Clergy of the Anglican, Lutheran, Reformed and United Churches 
officiated. The liturgy was sung by the boys! choir of the Church of our Lady. 

BePeSe, Geneva 


GERMANY The Church and Safety on the Roads 


(Stuttgart) - "A Call to Consider the Traffic Problem: this is the title of a 
competition announced in the latest issue of "Das Diakonische Werk", joint publi- 
cation of the Inner llission and Hilfswerk (agencies of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany). Prizes are offered for essays on the religious and ethical problems 
involved in road safety. The competition is open to theclogians, jurists, doctors, 
social werkers and "mere road users whose lives are endangered". E.P.S., Geneva 


HUNGARY Hungarians Invite Chinese Church Delegation 


(Budapest ) - The Ecumenical Council of Hungarian Churches decided to invite a 
church delegation from China to visit Hungary this summer. Such a visit would be 
the first by an official group of Chinese churchmen to another country since the 
Chinese revolution. 


A resolution adopted by the council said that a visit of Chinese churchmen 
would "offer a good opportunity to improve ecumenical contacts between our church- 
es", The council's resolution said "a brotherly and friendly relationship was 
created through the visit paid to the Chinese people and churches" by Bishop Janos 
Peter of the Hungarian Reformed Church in March. Bishop Peter, who spent three 
weeks in China, reported to the council on his trip. 


Hungarian church leaders considered it possible that the Chinese delegation 
will come to Budapest during the period when the Central Committee of the orld 
Council of Churches meets in Hungary. The Central Committee's annual meeting will 
be held from July 28 - August 5 at ilatrahaza, a resort town in the Matra mountains. 

HeP.S., Geneva 
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TNDONESTIA Protestant Leader tec Accompany Indonesian President on US Visit 


(Djakarta) - Dr. Johannes Leimena, chairman of the Indonesian Protestant Party 
(Parkindo) will accompany the Indonesian President’, Ur. “Sukarno on his visit to 
the United States, commencing on May 21st. 


Dr. Leimena was chosen head of Parkindo, larzest of the minority political 
groups in Indonesia; when the party was reorganised at a meeting in Djakarta early 


in April. The party holds eight seats in the new parliament. HePeSe, Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Bible Circulation Challenged by Population Growth 


(London) - Although Bible societies are setting new records each year in the dis- 
tribution of Scriptures, they are having difficulty in keeping pace with the 
annual world population increase of 25,000,000, 


This was reported at the annual meeting in London of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society by its general secretary, Dr. William J, Platt. He said the society 
circulated a record 7,830,000 Bibles and portions in 1955, an increase of 700,000 
over the previous year's total, Dr, Platt said the figure represents about one- 
third of the total world circulation reported by a score of national Bible groups, 

B.P.S., Geneva 


TURKEY : Government Indemnity for Shattered Churches 
(Istanbul) ~ Greek Orthodox leaders in Istanbul said they understcod the Turkish 
government will allocate a total of 35,000,000 Turkish pounds (% 12,498,500) for 
the repair and rebuilding of Orthodox cemeteries, churches, and other institutions 
damaged or destroyed in last September's anti-Greek riots (see E.P.S. No, 36, 

1955). They indicated that the 10,000,000 pounds recently handed over in Ankara 

to a seven-man committee representing Istanbul's Greek Orthodox communities is 
merely the first instalment and that additional payments of 25,C00,000 are expected. 


The day after the 10,000,000-pound instalment was paid, services were held 


in all Greek Orthodox churches in Istanbul for the first time since the September 


riots. Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagcras had prohibited the holding of services in any 


damaged-church until indemnity was arranged. E.P.S., Geneva 
U.5.5.R. _ New Orthodox Bible Published, Protestant Bible in Hand 


Moscow Radio has reported publication of a new edition of the Russian Ortho- 
dox Bible, the first since 1918. "The Moscow Patriarchate", the broadcast said, 
“has published a new Russian translation of the Bible with an index of parallel 
passages in its various bocks. Unlike the old synodal Bible, published in 1918, 
this edition is printed in the new spelling. Seven maps indicate the localities 
associated with events related in the Bible." 


Moscow Radio said that a "New Testament and Psalms" has also been published. 
"This book", it said, "indicates parallel passages in the New Testament and marks 
the parts for daily services," (See also E.P.S. Nos. 1 and 15). 


Preparations are in hand in Russia to print Bibles for Protestant churches 
there. This was reported at the annual meeting in London of the British and Foreign 


q Bible Society. Dr. William J. Platt, general secretary, said the Bibles would be 
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printed from plates sent to Russia by the society. He reported the arrival of the 

plates and plans for publication. Dr. Platt said that the Russian Embassy in 

London had accepted the plates for ‘shipment to lloscow without charge to the 

society. H.P.o., Geneva 
\: 


Correction 


In the May 4th (No. 18) edition on page 5 under the heading "Spain - Bishop- 
Elect Consecrated" is was stated that "two of the officiating bishops came from 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States, one from the Church of 
England", This is incorrect as the Church of England took no part in the consecra- 
tion, The Bishop of Meath (Church of Ireland) acted as consecrator and preached 
the sermon, The Bishop-Hlect was presented by Bishop Keeler of Minnesota and 
Bishop Mallet of North Indiana, who acted as co-consecrators, 
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LEBANON _ Church and ilission Representatives Appeal for Arab Refugees 


(Beirut) - A statement calling for action on behalf of the 900,000 homeless 
Arabs in the Near East has been issued by the Second Conference on the Problems 
of Arab Refugees, sponsored by the Jorld Council of Churches and the Inter- 
national llissionary Council. The conference, held at Beirut from May 21st to 
25th, was attended by 62 church delegates from America, Australia, India and 
many European countries. The full text of the statement is included in this 
number of £.P.S. (see page No. 5), 


Speakers at the conference included ilr. Henry R. Labouisse, director of : 
the United Nations Nelief and Jorks Agency; Dr. Charles ‘ialik, former represent- 
ative of Lebanon in the United Nations and now dean of the Graduate School at 
the American University, Beirut; Dr. Alford Carleton of the American Board of 
Commissioners for foreign iissions of the Congregational Christian Church of 
the U.S.A.3 Dr. Elfan Rees of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs; and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the \jorld Council 
of Churches. Dr. Robert C. ilackie, -Scotland, chairman of the Administrative 
Committee of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
World Council, presided. (See also E.P.S. Nos 19 and 21). E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY © Dr.liarc Boegner Receives Honorary Doctorate from Bonn University 


(Bonn) - The Faculty of Protestant Theology of Bonn University has bestowed an 
Honorary Doctorate on Pastor Marc Boegner (Paris), president of the French F 
Protestant Church Federation. The degree was presented by the dean of the facul- 
ty. The dean paid tribute to the services which Dr. Boegner has rendered to the 
ecumenical movement through his efforts for close contact between the Protestant 
churches in Germany and France, B.P.S., Geneva 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's items. 
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Inter-Church Aid - Review and Prospect 


(Les Rasses, Switzerland) = An increase of. over 35 million dollars in the church- 
es! contributions to inter-church aid projects since 1950 is anneunced in the 
report of the annual consultation of the WCCts Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
service to Refugees. 150 delegates, representing Anglican, Pretestant and Ortho- 
dox churches.from all parts of the werld attended the 1956 consultation at Les 
Rasses (Switzerland), from May 29th to June lst. 


"The Church's ilission and Inter-Church Aid" was the theme of this conference 
which included speakers frem the World Health Organization and the United Nations, 
as well as staff members of the Geneva headquarters of the JCC and church woz cers 
specialising in relief work. Sessions were led by the chairman of the Administra- 
tive Committee of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, Dr. 
Robert C, Mackie (Sectland). 


"In 1955 it would appear that the total value of church giving in funds, 
food, medicaments, and supplies will be around $ 46,000;000," the divisional 
report stated. The tremendous rise over this short five-year period is de large- 
ly to the increase in U.S. surplus foods made available for distribution over- 
seas. But, the report continued, "the ccentribution cf the churches involved is 
dramatic proof of the unalterable development and expansion of ecumenical co- 
Operation" expressing itself in awareness of Christian concern and "recognition 
of undeniable responsibility". 


Besides the refugee relief included in established church programmes assist-- 
ance was given in the past year for such emergencies as floods in India and Pakis- 
tan (% 34,500), the Vietnam famine, earthquakes in Greece and the Philippines, 
and damage to the Orthodox community in Istanbul at the time of the September 
1955 riots ($ 53,000). 


"In Germany today every fifth perscn is a refugee and 400 a day continue to 
cross over daily from the East zene,'' the report said in discussing the needs 
which the inter-church aid gifts are attempting to meet. "To the appalling total 
of nearly a million Arab refugees one must add the 20,858 babies born in the 
tents and rocks of the Eastern liediterranean refugee camps. The latest figures 
from Greece indicate that approximately three million people out of the eight 
million population hold ‘certificates of indigence'." 


The 1955 Service Programme of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees, which includes the work of Service to Refugees, Health, Ecumenical 
Scholarships, Jork Camps, Fraternal Workers, Field workers, and Ecumenical Staff 
Service, again shows an increase in the percentage of non-American church giving, 
though American churches continue to supply the major part of the funds for this 
programme. Over half of the service programme receipts went for the operation of 
the orld Council of Churches' Service to Refugees, which resettled over 12,000 
refugees and migrants in the past year, Many of the Jorld Council programmes are 
carried out in close cooperation with other world relief organizations, such as 
Church World Service, lutheran Jorld Relief/Jorld Service, ICH and appropriate 
organs of the United Nations. 


1955 has also been important for another reason -- it marked the beginning 
of a transition from "emergency" to "permanent obligation", from an emphasis on 
Europe to a broader lock inte Asia, Africa and Latin America, 


a 
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A new approach to Asian churches was urged by the director of the Inter- 
Church Aid and Refugee Division of the orld Council, Dr. Leslie E, Cooke. In 
his report for 1955/56 Dr. Cooke asked: "In view of these changes in Asia, are 
not the \Wlestern churches called upon to re-examine their whole approach and their- 
organisation in relation to the Asian churches, so that not only shall all vestig- 
es of paternalism and ecclesiastical imperialism be done away, but those church-~ 
es shall also be given the opportunity of crossing frontiers in response “to the 
obligation and acceptance of the privilege of proclaiming ‘Jesus is Lord'?" 


Dr. Cooke stressed the fact that inter-church aid has much more than an 
emergency character. It often represents the participation of churches of the 
World Council in the struggle for freedom of the Gospel. "The struggle and ad- 
versities of the Evangelicals in Spain have been recently in the news, and this 
focuses attention upon the continuing support of the Spanish Evangelicals, both” 
in the maintenance of the seminary in Madrid and in the aiding of their pastors." 


Describing the daily outreach to people and churches in Eastern Europe 
through medical supplies sent by the ‘Jorld Council of Churches for church workers 
and members in these ccuntries, Dr. Cooke said: "Such packets of medical supplies 
in Eastern Europe are often the only way in which our Christian love can be 
expressed to them," 


In his travels in Asia the word most heard was not "hunger" or "poverty", Dr. 
Cocke said. It was not even "refugee, It was'eadership". In speaking of scholar- 
ships and leadership training, he warned against the practice of 'lestern churches 
in the goodness of their hearts wooing promising scholars and leaders from the 
East", and thereby losing them for their own country. BePeS., Genova 


Wee pieielite Changes in Situation of Jewish Community 


a NN A CA 


The Soviet Union has granted permission for five orthodox rabbis from the : 
United States to visit Russia and "meet with representatives of the Jewish commun-~ 
ity' there. Rabbi David B, Hollander, president cf the Rabbinical Council of 
America, will lead the delegation, Rabbi Hollander said the visit would mark the 
first time since 1917 that a rabbinical group has been permitted to enter Russia. 
He said the group would seek to establish permanent contact between Russian Jewish 
communities and those of the U.S. and other parts of the world, 


Press reports from Moscow have recently mentioned an amelioration of the 
situation of the Jewish community in Russia. The head Rabbi of Mescow, Soll. 
Schliffer, is said to have confirmed a report that the opening of a new Jewish - 
Theological Seminary in the Soviet Union has been approved by the Soviet Govern- 
ment. Further concessions permit state shops in Jewish districts to sell kosher 


meat again, and the reopening of Jewish restaurants. E.P.Se, Geneva 
NETHERLANDS _ Dutch Ecumenical Council Celebrates its Tenth Anniversary 


(Rotterdam) - The Dutch Ecumenical Council celebrated its tenth anniversary by 
organising a joint conference with the Theological Faculty of Utrecht. Princess 
Wilhelmina, the Queen mother, attended the special service in the cathedral at 
Utrecht, The conference included an address by Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft, general 
secretary of the Jorld Council of Churches, entitled, "Is the ecumenical movement 
making the Churches move?" . E.P.5., Geneva 
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BULGARIA Church Choir Gives Public Concert 


The choristers of the Orthodox Church Seminary, Sophia, gave their first 
public ccncert in April. Big attendances resulted in a repeat performance. The 
programme included secular songs and part-songs, in addition to church music. 
Among the audience were Cyril, Patriarch cf Bulgaria, and other high dignitaries 
of the Church. According to "Zyrkoven Vestnik'"' (The Church Messenger), the paper 
of the Orthodox Church in Bulgaria, the audience was extremely appreciative. 

. E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Young Russians to Visit British Quakers 


(London) - Following the delegation to Russia in 1955 on which Young Friends 
(Quaker youth) were represented, a return visit of eight young Russians to Britain - 
is to take place in June. After ten days in London, from June lst to llth, the 
Russians will visit different parts of the country in pairs, staying at Cambridge, 
Durham, Cardiff, Birmingham, Edinburgh, Bristcl and Cheltenham. The last five 
days fran June 25th to 30th will be spent in London. 


The British Quaker weekly journal "The Friend" invites Young Friends in 
Britain to take part in the arrangements for the visit and to watch the cclumns 
of "The Friend" for announcements of opportunities for meeting the Russians, 

E.P.5., Geneva 


U.S.5.Re lir, Khrushchev Speaks on the Place of Religion 


(Moscow) - ir. Nikita Khrushchev (general secretary of the Communist Party in 
the U.S.S.R.) recently declared that in the past opposition to religion in the 
Soviet Union had not been directed against the Church "but against its leaders, 
who tried to cbstruct the course of the revolution". The statement was made at 
a reception given in Moscow to a delegation from Indonesia, led by lr. Sartono, 
president of the Indonesian Parliament. 


"ye respect every group which declares its belief in any religion whatso- 
ever", Mr. Khrushchev said, “although we ourselves do not believe in God. Now 
that the Soviet régime rests on a secure foundation, the Communist Party and the 
Government will show greater indulgence towards church authorities." 

BeP.S-, Geneva 


DRY Methodists in Italy Plan Cooperation with Jaldensians 


(Rome) - The Synod of the Ilethodist Church in Italy meeting in Rome from May 9th 
to 13th passed a resolution endersing action taken by the Waldensian Church 
earlier to intensify "research and study" of a plan based on the concepts of 
"unity of churches and ecclesiastical autonomy". A resolution was passed noting 
the iJaldensian Synod's reasons for regarding organic union between the Methodists 
and \laldensians as impracticable. However, the Methodists agreed to accept "on 

the immediate practical level of commom witness the invitation to carry out a 
more definite, positive cooperation in ecclesiastical life". 


The annual assembly of Methodists included 25 ministers, six lay agents, and 
35 delegates from all circuits in Italy. Rev. Emanuele Sbaffi was re-elected 
president and general superintendent of the Methodist Church in Italy. The Synod 
discussed methods of achieving financial autonomy and plans for the promotion 
of evangelical witness throughout Italy. H.P.S., Geneva 
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Statement of the Second World Council of Ghurches-~International Missionary 


Council Conference on Arab Refugees, May 2lst-25th, 1956, Beirut, Lebanon 


In all the suffering of many millions of refugees throughout the world the 
plight of the Palestine refugees in the Near East stands out in its particular 
misery of frustration and affronts the censcience of mankind. The members of 
the Second Conference summoned in Beirut by the I.M.C. and the W.C.C. entered 
as deeply as they could into this situation. They have been made aware not only 
of a material distress for which United Nations Relief and Works Agency and many 
voluntary organisations provide a partial alleviation, but also of the tragedy of 
a community which feels itself betrayed and condemned to wait for an end to its 
suffering without purpose and without hope. Here is a challenge to the Christian 
church at the deepest level, The Conference in its Report indicated practical 
action which the churches must continue and intensify on behalf of the refugees, 
but its main conviction is that the agony of this great company of people, half 
of whom are children, is a burden that Christians must seek to carry in the name 
of their Lord, who has both borne and overcome the sin and suffering of the world. 


Five years have passed since our former Conference. The unhappy situation 
of over 900,000 Arab refugees is fundamentally unchanged. Over 200,000 other 
people, mostly in the frontier villages and in the Gaza area, are largely depriv- 
ed of land and livelihood. Were it not for the services of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency and of the voluntary agencies, the condition of these 
people would be even more distressing than it is. But a solution, in any sense 
worthy of the word, depends as it must do, on a political settlement, and no 
progress has yet been made toward this. The State of Israel was established in 
1948. A refugee problem developed so as to invive immeasurable misery for over 
a million Palestine Arabs. This tragedy has not been healed by time. It has 
grown worse, and it creates a serious menace not only for peace in the Middle 
Kast, but in the world, 


What can now bedors? The injustices consequent upon these past events still 
weigh heavily upon the men, women and children who are the victims, Henceforth 
every effort must be made by positive acts of justice to give them new hope for 
the future. 


Violent emotions embitter the scene. Hatred and enmity abound. The tone of 
publicity, the tress and the radio, must be mcderated so that passions are not 
unduly inflamed. Concrete steps are urgently demanded. The present deadlock could 
be broken if there was a genuine readiness on the part of governments and peoples 
directly concerned to take constructive steps involving scme risk, even though 
limited in their scope. The people and government of Israel will find their posi- 
tion in the Middle East more acceptable and their expressed desire for peace more 
convincing if they take the lead in this process, Any ccnstructive move must have 
its hard implications for either Israel or the Arab States, while it is certain 
that a full solution will make severe demands on both. 


It is not for the governments outside the area, whether iJestern or Communist, 
to seek now tO impose a solution, still less to impede one. Yet all governments 
have a great responsibility tc help create the conditions in which it can be 
facilitated. We believe that a series of cumulative measures moving towards a 
solution are at this time greatly needed and should be initiated within the area. 
But the nations of the world, severally or through the United Nations, must hold 
themselves ready to give active encouragement, to make suggestions, and to help 
to the extent that their help is called for, A similar attitude of constant 
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readiness is no less incumbent upon the Church. This also means that more people 
everywhere must with all urgency study to know and to understand these affairs 
in their full gravity. FE 


The recent visit of the Secretary General of the United Nations has been 
timely and must put the long standing problem in sharper focus. The intractibility, 
as well as the poignancy of the situation, have now been made plain to all, and 
can no longer be lightly ignored. 


The situation is of such complexity that the facts should be continuously 
studied and new approaches indefatigably explored. We have here noted some of - 
the specific points at issue - the right to repatriation, the just claim to com- 
pensation, the adjustment and guarantee of frontiers, the status of Jerusalen, 
and the equitable utilisation of land and water resources. Many of these crucial 
matters are dealt with in the report of the International Missionary Council - 
orld Council of Churches Conference on Arab Refugees in 1951. We reaffirm what 
was thére said; we deplore that so little has been accomplished; we plead that 
every serious effort now be made to give effect to such proposals. 


We are not here to pronounce on the details of political solutions. But we- 
repeat that political measures hold the key to meeting the human problem. There- 
fore, this Conference is convinced that the churches throughout the world have a 
threefold duty. They must acquaint themselves thoroughly with the facts and make 
them as widely known as possible. They must insist that governments redouble their 
efforts to contribute to a just political solution. ‘Ath equal urgency, they must 
appeal to governments and to all Christian people to provide adequate funds for 
the needs of the refugees. We earnestly commend to the C.C.I.A. and to other 
appropriate Christian agencies these issues of which we have spoken if only by 
bare inference, so that through vigilance, in negotiations, by contact and repre- 
sentation, and by prayer, no opportunity be lost. 


In the course of our deliberations we have under review the relief programme 
of the Near East Christian Council's Committee on Refugee Work, We have noted 
with gratitude the generous outpouring of gifts and supplies by the churches, the 
devoted service of the men and women who have carried out the programme in con- 
ditions that have always been difficult and sometimes dangerous. We record our 
deep appreciation of what has been done. 


In considering the future development of the programme we have been sensitive 
to the awful dilenma that the complete dependence of the refugees unon relief has 
a demoralising effect upon them. Yet at the same time the relief programme must 
be maintained if other basic needs are to be met. We feel compelled, therefore, 
to call the churches to continuous support of this programme. 


The past five years, however, have seen an increasing deterioration which 
requires of the churches an extra effort. Certain items in the present programme, - 
especially those which provide for self-help projects must be expanded. New under- - 
takings are called for which will aid in the mental, moral and spiritual rehabilita- 
tion of the refugees. 


Our survey of the problem of the Arab refugees and of the churches! relief 
programme has made us aware of the great service being rendered by the United 
Nations-Relief and \Jorks Agency and the great value to the Near East Christian 
Council's Committee on Refugee Work of the facilities and advice which it has 
enjoyed through cocperation with the agency. We urge upon the churches in lands 
whose governments make no contribution or inadequate contribution to United 
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Nations Relief and Works Agency tc press upon their governments their responsibil- 
ities in this matter. 


As a result of our study we have to acknowledge that we can see no end to 
this task in the immediate future and even when progress is made toward political 
solutions there will remain a long continuing need to be met by the churches. 


Such steps as are indicated above do not exhaust the churches’ responsibility 
in relation to the refugee problem. Christians have a testimony to make at points 
which political measures and the succcur of physical wants cannot-touch. The over- 
whelming need in the Near East - especially amongst the refugees - is liberation 
from fear and frustration and from the bondage of bitterness and hate. Acts of 
justice - imperative as they are - can only go part of the way towards meeting 
these things. While the cry for justice must not go unheeded, there are claims 
for justice which conflict with one another. The state of the world is so riddled 
with sin and its consequences that satisfaction for every claim is beyond human 
achievement. The human dilemma into which the search for justice takes us can 
only be resolved in that love of God which is shed abroad equally upon His child- 
ren, whether they be Jews or Arabs, In the same redeeming love there is alone the 
power which can match and transform the demonic influence of hatred and bitter- 
ness. 


In their testimony to these things the solidarity of Christians one with 
another is of supreme importance. The existence of Christian groups at variance 
on such issues as are focused in the Near Zast weakens the power of the Church 
to speak a liberating word. Partisan attitudes hinder Christians from finding, 
in common loyalty to their Lord, the point where they can meet in the search for 
truth and for a Christian judgement, 


This Christian solidarity is of special importance in the Near East itself. 
Political and racial separations should not be allowed to disrupt it. It is a 
matter for thanksgiving that this unity is being so largely maintained in the 
Near East. But the existence of the separations and the nature of the problems 
behind them constantly threatens it. It needs to be guarded and deepened and made 
manifest in every possible way; for upon it there largely depends the extent to 
which Christians in the Near Bast - whether in the Arab States or Israel, Turkey 
or Iran - will make convincing testimony to the one God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father from whom every family in heaven and earth is named. 


Speaking to the refugees, we must, first of all, confess the sin of Christ- 
jan people and of governments which has led to their plight and its continuance, 


We proclaim the divine compassion toward every human being in need. Believ- 
ing that God calls persons to express His compassion and that He has called the 
Christian churches of the Near East and of other parts of the world to serve in 
relieving the distress of the refugees, we affirm our intention to continue and, 
as far as possible, to increase our aid as long as it shall be needed. Je are not 
content, however, merely te continue providing relief. Ve will continue to labour 
for a just and lasting solution to their problem. 


We speak alse to their deep spiritual needs. Eight years of homelessness 
with few opportunities for work have engendered a spirit of despair. Such a 
spirit leads to the seeking of false solutions and to moral self-injury. We pray 
and we work in the hope that the refugees may find amidst all their frustrations 
a sure ground of faith and hope in God the Father Almighty. B.P.e5e, Geneva 
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. COLOMBIA | Large Protestant Church Closed 


Cn May 25th the Protestant church in Barrancabermeja (Santander) was closed, 
by order cf the Colombian Government. The church-belongs to the North American 
mission of the "International Church of the Four-square Gospel", a member of the 
Evangelical Confederation of Colombia. The local congregation at Barrancabermeja 
is said to be one of the largest in Colombia; it has 400 commnicant members and 
its services are attended by an average of over a thousand people. The mission 
began its work in Colombia in 1948; the present church was built in 1950. 


The government edict speaks of "increased Protestant propaganda" in the 
district, The church is in a "mission district" reserved to the Catholic Church. 
In these districts non-Catholic Christians are only allowed to hold services in 
private, in the pastor's house. 


The church at Barrancabermeja was closed by government edict once before, 
in 1950, following pressure from the local Catholic bishop. It was reopened 
eight months later by permission of the government. HePeSe, Geneva 
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Hungarian Church Officials Visit Geneva to Make Plans 
for Central Committee Meeting 


Bishop Albert Berecsky, of the Reformed Church of Hungary, and Dr. Imre 
Kadar, editor of the Hungarian Church Press, visited the World Council of 
Churches headquarters in Geneva, from June 2nd to 4th to make plans for the 
meeting of the Central Committee of the ecumenical organisation in Matrahaza 
this summer. ; 


The more than 2,000 local Protestant parishes in Hungary are showing great 
interest in the meeting of the Central Committee scheduled for July 28th to 
August 5th in Matrahaza, a small resort near Budapest. A special Ecumenical Day 
has been planned for local parishes of the Reformed, lutheran, Methodist, and 
Baptist Churches on July lst, the visitors from Hungary told World Council 
officials. 


Study groups in local congregations are already at work on the central 
themes of the summer meeting: '"Proselytism and Religious liberty" and "The 
Churches and the Building of a Responsible International Society". 


'The Hungarian congregations feel that the Central Committee members are 
guests not only of the Hungarian Ecumenical Council but of all the local parish- 
es," said Dr. Kadar. "For many months local churches have been praying, study- 
ing, and making special collections for the Central Committee meeting." 


"The Unity of the Christian Churches" is the theme for the Ecumenical Day 
to be observed in congregations on July lst. In order to inform their parishes 
of the themes to be discussed in the Central Committee, pastors are meeting in 
small groups representing from 20 to 100 parishes for study. Theological back- 
ground and practical implications of the major themes are being discussed and 
will be communicated to the parishes. 


aim of the E:cxmenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions excbressed in its news items. 
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On Sunday August 5th some sixty-church visitors from all over the world will 
speak in local church congregations -- in big city churches and small village 
parishes. A special ecumenical service will be held on Sunday, July 29th, in © 
Budapest at which the entire Central Committee has been invited to be present. 


Widespread local interest of the Hungarian churches in the World Council of 
Churches was manifest as early as 1954 when the Assembly of the World Council 


was held in Evanston, Illinois (USA). E.P.S., Geneva 
EGY PL Egyptian Government Warns ilission Schools of Confiscation 


(Cairo) - The Ministry of Education sent a "solemn warning" to all Protestant 
and Roman Catholic missionary schools in Egypt to obey a new law requiring them 
to teach the Islamic religion to their Moslem students, or face confiscation, 


The warning was headlined by the government newspaper, Al Gamhouriya, which 
also published an editorial branding Christian missionaries as "spearheads of 
imperialism bent on exploitation, domination and slavery". 


Under the new law, which becomes effective next year, all schools in Egypt, 
including those run by the Christian missionaries, are obliged to construct 
mosques on their premises to enable Moslem students to perform their prayers. 
In addition, the schools must close on Friday which is the Moslem Sabbath. The 
Islamic instruction, according to the law, must be given in Arabic so that the 
government may exercise better control over the courses. 


A spokesman for the education ministry said that some schools had tried to 
"dodge the issue! by asking parents tc have their children taught the Moslem 
religion at home by a sheikh, Other schools, the spokesman said, had threatened 
not to accept Moslem students next year in order to avoid clashing with the new 
law, Both cases are "unacceptable", the spokesman declared. He said that in either 
case defiance of the new law would mean confiscation of the offending schools. 


According to Religious News Service (New York) all the Catholic mi*sion 
schools and some Protestant schools have been putting up a stiff fight against 
the new law, but the Coptic Orthodox Church schools have accepted it. So far all 
attempts by the Vatican to intervene in the situation have been without avail. 


The Al Gamhouriya editorial was signed by Major Amin Shaker, vice-president 
of the government-sponsored Islamic Congress. This group was founded three years 
ago to spread Islamic teachings in Asia and Africa and to unite all Moslem 


peoples under Egyptian leadership. HeP.Se, Geneva 
GERMANY Towards an Ecumenical Kirchentag 


(Frankfurt) = The seventh German Evangelical Kirchentag, which is to be held at 
Frankfurt-am-Main from August Sth to 12th with the title "Be Reconciled With God" 
(see E.P.S. No. 1), has now published its provisional programme, The list of 
speakers reveals the wide spiritual and geographical range covered by the Kirchen- 
tag. It includes the whole of German Protestantism and numbers among its speakers 
churchmen from the neighbouring countries of Europe and from other parts of the 
world, "Its ecumenical character is more pronounced than in former years and may 
be a special feature of the meetings at Frankfurt", writes the German Evangelical 
Press Service (epd). 
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Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff will speak at the opening service. On the 
following day Pastor Hartin.Memodller, who is head of the Evangelical Church in 
Hessen-Nassau, will lead a Bible study in English for foreign visitors. Prefessor 
Bovet, the well-known Swiss dcctor-psychologist, and Bishop Stephen Neill (Angli- 
can) will be responsible for the study groups. Bishop Otto Dibelius, Dr. W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft (general secretary of the jorld Council of Churches in Geneva) - 
and Dr. D.T. Niles-of Ceylon, (chairman of the World's Student Christian Federa- 
tion) will speak at an evening meeting. Among the delegates from the churches in 
the East Zone will be General Superintendent Jacob (from Kottbus) and President 
Mager (from Dresden). 


Because of the convenient situation of Frankfurt, half a million people are 
expected to attend the general meeting on the Sunday afternoon. Provistonis - 
being made to receive over 50,0@ men and women in the daily meetings - includ- 
ing some thousands of guests from abroad and from the East Zone, 


The six study groups will discuss "Church and Congregation", "Family and 
Education", "Nation and Politics", "Work and Industry", "Village and Countryside", 
and "City and Settlement". In addition there will be many cultural events, spectal 
meetings of church organisations, an "Afternoon for Informal Contacts", a brass~ 
band festival, a "Children's Kirchentag" and a "Youth Rally", as well as "an 
"Ecumenical Information Hour" on the life of the churches in Germany. 


Dr. von Thadden recently said, "The Kirchentag is concerned only for the 
mission of Christ's Church in the world, the training of its lay members, its 
intellectual dialogue with non-Christians, and the open confession of its faith." 
He explained that the Kirchentag had nothing to do with national or international 
tendencies or with political or ideological differences. The Kirchentag had prov- 
ed that the Church was the only pan-German organisation today "which has not yet 
been divided by political frontiers", He said that although the Kirchentag must 
avoid political controversies, this great meeting between Germans from the East 
and the lest represents the existence of a dimension beyond politics with which 
one must reckon. 


East Zone to be Represented at the Frankfurt Kirchentag 


Participation of Protestants from the German Democratic Republic now seems 
assured at this year's Kirchentag in Frankfurt. Dr. Reinold von Thadden has been 
negotiating since the end of May with authorities in the German Democratic 
Republic. The result is the following communiqué: 


"On May 26th Dr. von Thadden-Trieglaff, president of the German Evangelical 
Kirchentag, met Dr. Hegen, Secretary of State for Home Affairs of the German 
Democratic Republic, to discuss the participation of Protestant Christians from 
the German Democratic Republic in the Frankfurt Kirchentag. Dr. Heinrich Gruber, 
the representative of the Council of the EXD in the Home Ministry of the German 
Democratic Republic, was also present. The Government of the German Democratic 
Republic readily consented tc grant visas and transport, in the hope that this 
Kirchentag will contribute to a peaceful settlement of the German question." 


The talks were preceded by a reception on May 24th at the house of Dr. Otto 
Nuschke, the vice-president. 


Information about the Kirchentag may-be-obtained from the Preparatory 
Committee, Siesmayerstrasse 58, Frankfurt-am-Main, Tel: 77 O2 one 
EeP.Se, Geneva 
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Inter-Church Aid and Missions 


The report of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid and llission presented by Dr. 
Alford Carleton, executive vice-president of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign liissions of the Congregational Christian Churches, at the Consultation 
on Inter-Church Aid held at Les Rasses, Switzerland, from May 29th to June lst, 
stressed the necessity for close cooperation between the missionary movement and 
inter-church ‘aid, The consultation was sponsored by the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, 


The report submitted to the 150 delegates from 34 nations was drafted by a 
commission including many prominent mission leaders. It said: "The total work of 
the Christian Church includes the proclamation of the word of God (KERYGMA ) and 
the demonstration of the new feltowship in Christ (KOINONIA) as well as the ministry 
through mutual assistance, Inter-church aid must therefore always be conceived in 
its relationship to this total-task and must never seek to compete with or even 
less to replace the missionary-evangelistic task." 


"Tt is essential that inter-church aid should strengthen and in no way weaken 
the missionary work of the Christian Churches. Special care should therefore be 
taken that appeals for inter-church aid for countries in Asia and Africa do not 
interfere with the regular appeals of missionary societies to their constituencies. 


"It is essential that the experience of the missionary movement be used to the 
fullest extent. This relates particularly to the question of the effect of foreign 
aid upon the life of the churches. Inter-church aid must not affect adversely the 
developement of the younger churches toward self-support. The assistance given must 
not imply a permanent responsibility but be directed to the fostering of local 
initiative and support," 


Four characteristics distinguishing fraternal workers within the context of 
the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees were defined: 


"], Fraternal workers carry on their work in the context of the whole Christ- 
ian apostolate. They are therefore concerned in their ecumenical service with all 
aspects of the total Christian mission, i.e. proclamation, fellowship and service; 
yet within that total concern, they devote major attention to the aspects of ser- 
vice and fellowship. 


'2,. Fraternal workers are invited by a church or council of churches and sent 
by a church or council of churches in response to that invitation. In this rela- 
tionship the two churches or councils concerned act on a basis of equality. 


"3, Fraternal workers are sent through the Division of Inter-Church Aid, the 
purpose of using this channel being that their service may be seen by all concerned 
to be a sign of that unity which has already been given to us because they seek to 
represent the total fellowship of churches. 


"4, Fraternal workers sent through the Division should normally work in another 
denomination or confession than their own, or in cooperative work, The .Commission 
does not consider that the Division of Inter-Church Aid would normally carry respons~ 
ibility for fraternal workers requested and sent within one confession, It is recog- 
nised, however, that there may be circumstances in which fraternal workers within 
one denomination or confession may best be sent through the Division." 


Refugees 

Hope for the continuation of the sacrificial response on the part of the 
churches throughout the world to the problems of the uprooted was expressed by Dr. 
Edgar H.S. Chandler, director of the i/.C.C.'s Service to Refugees. 
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Dr. Chandler gave an encouraging report of the number of visas issued for 

. refugees who are cases of the WorldCouncil of Churches. Some 3000 were issued in 
j April, he stated. This was in marked contrast to last year's statement when the 
slow-moving Refugee Relief Act of the United States dominated the director's 
report. The RRA programme has been accelerated and many refugees are now enter- 
ing the United States under its provisions. Large numbers are also going to 
Australia, Canada, and Latin America, 


That migration will continue to be one of "the permanent phenomena of our 
age" even if hopes of solving the refugee problem are realised was noted in the 
report of the Les Rasses Commission on Migration. The consultation recognised 
the need for a clearer definition of the theological conviction that migra- 
tion is a continuing Christian concern. It recommended that the Study Division 
of the World Council of Churches should cooperate with the Division of Inter- 
Chureh Aid in seeking a definition of this conviction, 


India and Pakistan 


For the first time since the partition of India and Pakistan, Dr. Andrew 
Thakur Das of West Pakistan, said that a Christian from one of those countries 
"spoke for both", Dr. Thakur Das presented the report of the Committee on Needs 
in India and Pakistan to the consultation, 


A practical example of the way in which inter-church aid is put into action 
was evident when a report on floods in East Pakistan was received by cable by the 
Rev. Haymond G. Schaefer of the Hast Pakistan Christian Council. 


At the consultation the member churches gave assurance that their ecumenical 
concern would continue to be manifested in the basic cooperative service programme 
of the ‘orl Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees. 


Two members of the World Health Organisation, Dr. Jerome Peterson and Dr. 
John Karefa-Smart, told members of the consultation of the work being done through 
technical assistance to aid people in underdeveloped countries. Both speakers 
paid tribute to the pioneering work of the churches in undertaking pilot projects 
in literacy, health, agricultural reforms, and other areas. Dr. Karefa-Smart urged- 
the churches to help recruit "the right kind of young people" for technical assist- 
ance, E.P.S., Geneva 


_ Beirut Conference Findings Presented to Governments Concerned 


(Geneva) - Dr, Elfan Rees of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs told delegates attending the consultation on inter-church aid at les - 
Rasses, Switzerland, on Friday June lst, that the officers of the CCIA had pre-~ 
sented the findings of the conference on the problems of Arab refugees to the 
Prime llinister of Egypt and to the Foreign Minister of Israel. 


Following the conference in Beirut, Lebanon, sponsored by the iJorld Council 
of Churches and the International ilissionary Council which ended on May 25th, Sir 
Kenneth Grubb, Great Britain, chairman of the CCIA, and Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, 
N.Y., the Commission's director, went to Cairo to talk with Colonel Abdul Gamed 
Nasser, Prime Minister of Egypt. Dr. Nolde and Dr. Rees, CCIA representative in 
Europe, visited Israel on May 28th and presented the findings of the conference 
to Foreign ilinister Moshe Sharett, 
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The 62 church delegates attending the Beirut conference in the statement 
issued following the meeting emphasised that governments in the area must take - 
the initiative in settling the problems of the Middle East. It is not for govern- 
ments outside the area whether ilestern or Communist "to seek now to impose a 
solution, still less to impede one" the statement of the Beirut Conference said. 
These and other findings of the conferénce were discussed by the CCIA officers in 


their recent talks in Israel and Egypt. EeP.S., Geneva 
FRANCE llessage from the Church to French Soldiers 
EROS seen ea ete ETE OEE UO US TONON. HOLOLERS. 


"We are thinking of you". This is the title of a message which the Church- 
of Augsburg Confession of Alsace-Lorraine has published in its paper "Le Messa- 
ger Evangélique" (1956/No.20); the message is addressed to French soldiers in 
Algeria, It is signed by Inspector R, Wolff (of Strasbourg). It is addressed to 
those who have been called up and to those available for military service, and 
their families, and urges the churches to intercede for them, The message refers 
to aspects of the struggle in Algeria: 


“Opinions may differ greatly about the events in Algeria, They may be des- 
cribed as a war or as a campaign of pacification. Some people may regard it as 
the duty of our soldiers to defend the glorious heritage of France, to secure her 
eccnomic future and to prevent further unrest in Central Africa. On the other 
hand others (who are not necessarily traitors to their country) may feel that the 
age of colonisation is over and that France must make up its mind (as England 
had to. do)to liberate its former colonies and grant them that freedom which was 
proclaimed in Paris, during the great Revolution, as the highest good of mankind 
and the inalienable right of all peoples. Disappointment may also be felt that 
the newly-elected Government's policy in North Africa is just the same as the 
policy of oppression which its supporters criticised so strongly during the elec- 
tion campaign. One may criticise the slogans expressing hatred and the desire for 
revenge, as the Reformed Churches in Algeria have done, and protest vigcrously 
against the use of torture by the police. 


"Thatever our opinion may be about these problems - and it is not easy to 
form a just and balanced judgment - we are thinking of you who have been called 
up and are already on the other side of the Mediterranean, and also of all of 
you who are liable for military service and who may receive a recruiting order 
at any time which will force you to leave your work and your families. We are 
thinking of you, mothers and fathers, and of you, young wives, who have already 
been left alone. And because we are Christians we pray that God may be with you 
in trouble and in danger and that He may make you strong in faith ... Praying is 


better than grumbling and imprecations." HeP.S., Geneva 
NETHERLANDS Intercomunion between the Iutheran Church and the 


Netherlands Reformed Church 


On May 30, 1956, the synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Nether- 
lands decided to accept an agreement with the Reformed Church of the Netherlands 
on Holy Communion and to continue conversations with that Church. 


A few years ago the two churches appointed a commission of theologians to 
examine differences in the doctrine of Holy Communion between the Reformed Church 
and the lutheran Church, This commission drew up a "Consensus on Holy Communion!" 
and made proposals for the exchange of pulpits and intercommunion between the two 


churches. 
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The general synod of the Reformed Church of the Netherlands accepted these 
proposals in its meeting of February 2nd of this year. It decided to promote 
intercelebrations and to make the necessary arrangements on its part to make this 
possible, 


The Lutheran synod in Amsterdam was attended by Dr. Vilmos Vatja, director 
of the Department on Theology of the Lutheran ‘Jorld Federaticn and by Professor 
Dr. G.C. van Niftrik, a Reformed member of the commission which had carried on 
the conversation between the twe churches, 


There was general agreement in the synod that old points of view can no 
longer be regarded as strongholds and that, if the ecumenical conversation is to 
bear fruit, the churches must be open to each other. 


The lutheran synod unanimously decided to accept the "consensus" and to 
instruct the synod's commission to make proposals for alterations in the church 
order. These alterations give the consistories freedom to allow pastors of the 
Reformed Church to officiate in the lutheran Church at marriage services and to 
celebrate Holy Communion. They also allow members of the Reformed Church of the 


Netherlands to participate in Holy Communion in the lutheran Church, 


The synod declared that the decisions taken did not imply that a fusion 


between the two churches Fas been achieved or is contemplated. HePeSe, Geneva 
GREECE Conference on Hellenic-Christian Civilisation 


A Conference on Hellenic-Christian Civilisation was held in lay at the Uni- 
versity of Athens, with leading personalities from the Universities of Athens and 
Salonica, from the Athens Polytechnic Institute and from the cultural, political 
and religious life of Greece as lecturers and participants. 


The introductory address was given by Dr. M. Geroulanos, president of the 
Conference and emeritus-professor of the University of Athens. In an address by 
Dr. P. Bratsiotis, vice-president of the Conference and rector of the University, 
the two-fold objective of the Conference was expressed: 1) to increase among the 
Greek people a consciousness of the significance of Hellenic-Christian civilisa- 
tion, and 2) to stress the importance of incorporating its ideals more completely 
in contemporary Greek life, 


Attending the opening meeting were His Beatitude the Archbishop of Athens 
and All Greece Dorotheos and representatives of the Crown and the Government as 
well as of the Patriarchates of Constantinople and Jerusalem and the Church of 
Cyprus, 


Lectures and discussions dealt with the significance of Christianity for the 
various scientific, literary and artistic disciplines and for the political, 
economic and social order. 


Present at the meeting were the Rev. Pére P.C. Dumont, Paris, director of 
the "Centre d'Etude Istina", and the Rev. Raymond EH, liaxwell, World Council of 
Churches, 


Plans were made for continuing the Conference organisation and for the hold- 
ing of further meetings. BeP.S., Geneva 
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BELGIUM Belgian Protestants Plan Full Participation in 1958 World Fair 


The small but determined Protestant minority in Belgium is making extensive 
plans for Protestant participation in the Brussels World Exhibition to be held 
from March to October 1958. Of the 8,500,000 population in Belgium, there are 
only 75,000 Protestants. 


leaders of the committee appointed by the Federation of Protestant Churches 
of Belgium are Pastor Pieter Fagel, minister of the Netherlands Reformed Church 
in Brussels, and Pastor R. Sedeyn, a Baptist. It is estimated in Brussels that 
thirty million visitors will pass through the Exhibition's gates. 


With no funds but with the faith that Protestant churches cf the world 
would support their efforts, Belgian Protestants secured a space in the centre 
of the exhibition. They approached architects and chose a modern design which 
a Belgian expert has called "the best of all projects submitted until now". 


The building will cost four million Belgian francs ($ 80,000). Operating 
the enterprise for the 200 days which the exhibition will last will cost another 
two million francs. 


"The small Belgian churches are making an enormous effort to provide one 
million frances ($20,000). They hope and pray that the more privileged churches 
in the world will supply the remaining $100,000," say Pastor Fagel and Pastor 
Sedeyn. 


The building will be constructed of aluminium and brass. It will have an 
exhibition hall where a series of 12 exhibits of different aspects of the life 
and work of the churches around the world will be displayed. These exhibits 
include literature, art, inter-church aid, evangelism, liturgy, and social work. 
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The church will serve asa quietbplace for meditation. There will be short 
services in different languages. Information about the World Council of Churches 
will be given. There will be lectures in connection with the various exhibitions. 


The Brussels .Jorld Exhibition has as its aim to contribute to the develop- 
ment of a genuine unity of mankind, based upon the respect for human personality. 
Already 42 countries have indicated that they will participate. 


The Protestant exhibition hall and church will be constructed so that it can - 
be moved to a new location following the fair and will either serve s an ecumeni- 
cal centre for the Belgian churches and a refugee centre, or be placed where it 
can serve a seaside community as a church. 


Information about the exhibition and copies of the plan of the building are 
available from the Committee for Protestant Participation in Brussels World Exhibi- 
tion, c/o Pastor Pieter Fagel, Sinte-Kathelijneplaats 6, Brussels, Belgium. 

HeP.S., Geneva 


MEXICO Growing Cooperation between Protestants 


Three of the Protestant Churches in Mexico - Congregationalists, Disciples 
cf Christ, and Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church - sent representatives to 
a meeting, from May lst to 6th, in Guadalajara, called the 'First Congress of 
Protestant Churches’. 


The official declaration issued by the congress describes the development 
cf cooperation between these churches, which has led tc a growing sense of their 
spiritual union, 2nd a resclve to consecrate themselves to obeying the will of 
Christ for unity. 


Agreements in discussion were based on the principle of unanimity between 
the three denominations. Delegates were surprised by the extent of the agreements 
reached, 


Practical agreements were preceded by clarification of "biblical principles" 
and "the essentials of the gospel proclamation", 


On the relation of spiritual organic unity, the congress declared: "We 
believe that true unity in Christ is fundamentally a unity of spirit and of faith. 
Therefore, we dc not consider that organic and administrative union as such ought 
to be our principal aim. However, we do believe that spiritual unity, if it is 
genuine, necessarily expresses itself in joint fellowship and action." 


Two steps taken by the congress are of particular significance. The first is 
the creation of a Protestant Coordinating Committee, composed of two official 
representatives from each church. It will: 


Carry out the proposals that the congress sends it, and initiate and implement 
projects of a practical nature, after the denominations have given their 
approval. 

Convene ordinary and extraordinary sessions of the congress. 

Study points of doctrine on the request of one denomination and with the 
approval of the other two. 


The second step was the agreement to hold a congress every two years to co- 
ordinate the efforts of the three churches. The congress will initiate and carry 
out common projects and lock for new expressions of unity. BeP.soe, Geneva 
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COLOMBTA Centenary of Protestantism in Colombia 


This year the Protestant Churches of Colombia are celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of the founding of evangelical work, marked by the arrival, in 1856, 
of the Kev. Henry B. Pratt, of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. For cver 
50 years Presbyterians were the only Protestants working in Colombia. Today 
there are over 21 other missionary societies represented, mest of which have 
entered the country during the last 25 years. 


The centenary will be marked by week-long mass meetings in June and July in 
the cities of Barranquilla, Cali and Bogotd. A book on the history on Christianity 
in Colombia has just been published, also a centennial edition of the New Testa- 
ment (20,000 copies). 


Unfertunately this centennial year has been marked by increasing difficulties 
for the Protestant Churches in Colombia (see E.P.S. Nos. 2, 5, 9, 19, 22). On May 
31st two Protestant churches in Quibdé and Atdnquez had to close. In Corinto the 
services were broken up on two occasions by the mayor, and in Palmira a Protest- 
ant was arrested while he was reading the Bible and imprisoned as a "Communist". 
The Protestant pastor of Galindo was imprisoned for twelve days because he would 
not pay the mayor of Achi's travel expenses to Galindo. The purpose of the mayor's 
visit was tc close a Protestant schcol there. But the school had already been 
closed by other officials. 


According to the reports we have received, the Roman Catholic Church is not 
doing much to improve the situation. On May 10th the Catholic paper "La Aurora" 
(Quibdd) published an article on "The Protestant Peril", describing the Protest- 
ants as Communists and enemies of public peace. It urges the Catholic population 
to resist "Protestant heresy”. The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Popayan has 
published a similar appeal. 


Since 1949 religious differences in Colombia have resulted in the following 
losses for Protestantism: 46 Protestant churches destroyed, 75 Protestants killed, 


and over 200 Pretestant schools closed by the government. HePeS., Geneva 
GERMANY : New Head of the Foreign Office of the EKD 
(Hanover) - At a special meeting of the Council of the Evangelical Church in 


Germany at Hanover, it was decided to appoint a new head of the Foreign Office 
of the EKD on June 1st. Landessuperintendent Adolf Wischmann (of Osnabriick) was 
unanimously appointed. The rules of the EKD require that contact be made with 
the Kirchenkonferenz, and this will be effected on June 27th at the Synod of the 
EKD in Berlin. Up to the present the Foreign Office of the EKD in Frankfurt-am- 
Main has been directed by Pastor Martin Nieméller. 


Landessuperintendent i/ischmann, the new head of the Foreign Office, worked 
for twelve years in Gottingen as a student chaplain and during the church struggle 
he took a definite stand as a member cf the Confessing Church. In 1949 he receiv- 
ed a call to Loccum to become director of the Evangelical Academy.E.P.5., Geneva 


GERMANY Franco-German Meetings in Berlin 


(Berlin) - At the invitation of the Evangelical Church of the Union, the Franco- 
German Fraternal Council in Berlin organised a conference which was attended by 
14 French Protestant leaders. The subject for consideration was "Evangelism Today". 
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The French guests visited the Theological College in Berlin and also attended a 
Protestant Youth Rally in Potsdam. 


The Theological Faculty of the Humboldt University in Berlin invited Pro- 
fessor Bose (of Paris) and Professor Ellul (of Bordeaux), who are both members 
of the Fraternal Council, to give lectures on French Protestantism and on the 
mental world of modern man. So many students crowded to hear these lectures 
that they had to be given in the Auditorium Maximum. 


Bishop Otto Dibelius received the Fraternal Council in his house. He drew 
attention to the importance of visits of this kind exchanged between Christians 
in different countries, especially in promoting international peace. 

BeP.Se, Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM New Council of Churches for Wales 


On Thursday, May 24th, at Swansea, South Wales, the long-established Council 
for ilutual Understanding and Cooperation between Christian Communions in wales, 
a product of "Stockholm 1925" and "Lausanne 1927", was publicly and officially 
ccnstituted as the Council of Churches for Wales (Cyngor Eglwysi Cymru). 


The new Council follows the broad patterns of the British and World Councils 
of Churches, andis freer to take action than its predecessor which always 
had to refer back tc its constituent denominations. 


The service of dedication was led by the chairman of both the old and the 
new councils, the Bishop of St. David's (Anglican). A public meeting was addressed 
by the Rev. Principal W.R. ‘Ailliams (Presbyterian Church of ‘lales), secretary of 
both councils, and by the Rev. Kenneth Slack, general secretary of the British 


Council of Churches. HeP.eSe, Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOW Interchange of Presbyterian and Congregational Ministers 


(London) ~ A "mutual eligibility of ministers" with the Congregational Union of 
England and Wales was approved by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
of England at its annual meeting in London. The Congregational Union previously 
had accepted the proposal at its annual meeting. 


The interchange will not become operative until definite rules governing it 
have been accepted by the assemblies of the two denominations. 


The General Assembly's action was taken in adopting a report submitted by 
the Presbyterian section of a joint advisory council of the two denominations. 
The report stressed that a minister "passing from a church of one denomination 
to a church in the other" would be subject to the rules and discipline of the 


Church in which "he is, for the time being, serving". E.P.S., Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Parishes Increasingly Supported _ 


At the recent meeting of the synod of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Sending- 
kerk (Dutch Reformed liission Church) of the Transvaal the Rev. S.S. Tema was 
elected assessor (deputy moderator). He is the first Bantu African minister to 
become a member of the Governing Council of a Dutch Reformed Mission Church in 
South Africa. 


= - 
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The federated Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerke (Dutch Reformed Churches) of 
South Africa spent £656,091 in mission work during the financial year 1954-55. 
This amount exceeds the previous, year's total of £506,511 by nearly £150,000. 
This means that there was an increase of 30% in the ¢contributions for mission 
work in one year. As the churches have 630, 560 members, the average contribution 
per member was more than £1. 


The Bantu and coloured members of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Sendings— 
kerke (Dutch Reformed ilission Churches) contributed £194,588 towards the expendi- - 
ture of their own churches during the financial year 1954-55. The average contribu- 
tion of the 281,784 members of the ilissicn churches was 13s.9d. E.P.S., Geneva 


DENMARK New Regulations on Admission to Communion 


The Lanish Ministry of Church Affairs has authorised admission of members of 
the Church of England and the Church of Scctland to its services of Holy Commun- 
ion, 


It has sent the Danish bishops the text of a royal decree permitting clergy 
of the Danish national church to serve Holy Communion to members of the above 
mentioned churches when the celebrant accepts it. 


The decree and circular follow successful negotiations between the highest 
authorities of the three churches concerned. E.P.eS., Geneva 


The New Issue of Student World 


The Student jorld, magazine of the Jorld's Student Christian Federation, 
has just published a special number on "Peace", for the second quarter of 1956, 


Among the contributors to this issue are Pastor Martin Niemoller on: 
Why I Became a Pacifist; Dr. C.L. Patijn of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Holland: The Relevance of Christian Faith within Human Conflict; an interview on 
war and peace by Dr. Leimena, former member cf the Indonesian government; Miss 
Helen Hill Miller,well-known American journalist: The Risk in the Democratic 
Search for Justice and Peace; and Dr. Robert C. Mackie, well-known ecumenical 
leader, on: Is the Church a True Example of Poace? 


Several other ccntributions give an analysis of the theological concept of 
reconciliation and peace, and of the struggle for peace in the church and in the 


student Christian movement. E.P.S., Geneva 
DENMARK Experiment with Children's Services 


The parish of Vigerslev in a typical workers! district in Copenhagen is 
experimenting with new methods to break down barriers between the Church and 
modern city dwellers. New ways are being tried out, particularly in children's 
services. The Rev. H.C. Lorentzen, one of the clergy, has decribed the project. 


"The goalt!, he said,"is to make the children themselves take an active part 
in the service. The huge and distant altar behind the altar-rails must disappear. 
Instead, the children themselves decorate a smaller altar at the entrance to the 
chancel. The service opens and closes with a procession. Two children, carrying 
lighted candles in candle-sticks, lead the procession and place the candles on 
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each side of the small altar. Next come the choir, the reader carrying the Bible; 
and the pastor. The music is provided by a small harmonium in the chancel, accom- 
panied by various "secular" instruments played by children (violin, flute, violin 
cello, etc.). There is no professional choir, The children themselves are respon- 
sible for the choir responses and the antiphonal anthems such as the "Kyrie 
Eleison" and "Gloria". The epistle is read by one of the children, and the gospel 
is read by the pastor. The Creed is Sung or read by all in chorus, A christening, 
taking place immediately after the reading of the lesson, is a dramatic inter- 
lude of immense interest to the children. Short religious plays, enacted by the 
children, occasionally take the place of the sermon,! 


These experiments have been very successful and time after time filled the 
church, said the Rev. H.C. Lorentzen. They show, accerding to the pastor, that 


"the Christian Church service is fundamentally a drama", BeP.Se, Geneva 
GERMANY Death of Bishop Hans Meiser 


(Munich) - On the morning of dune 8th Bishop Hans ileiser died in Munich, follow- 
ing a heart-attack. 


Bishop Meiser is well-known particularly because of his unyielding firmness 
in face of the attacks of National-Socialism on the faith and order of the church. 
His unflinching attitude had a strong influence on the course of the church 
struggle. He also played an active part in the affiliation of ten of the Protest- 
ant Landeskirchen in the United Evangelical-Iutheran Church of Germany. 


Bishop ieiser was also a member cf the Central Committee of the Vorld Council 
of Churches. Bishop Otto Dibelius (of Berlin)has been asked to represent the World 
Council at Bishop Meiser's funeral in Nuremberg. His death means the loss of a 
strong Christian personality who will be greatly mourned. HePeSe, Geneva 


GERMANY Young People and the Peaceful Use of Atomic Power 


A seminar on "Young People and the Peaceful Use of Atomic Power" under the 
auspices of the World Alliance of YMCAs was held at Castle ilainau, Bodersee, 
Germany, from May 15th to 23rd. There were 25 participants from the YiCAs of 
eight countries, many of them with Special scientific training. Lecturers includ- 
ed lir, F. de Lionnais of UNESCO, Dr. James L. llowat of ILO, Dr. werner Buedeler 
of Germany, Mir, Edwin Barker of the National Council of YMCAs of England, and Dr. 
Paul M. Limbert of the ‘orld Alliance, 


In facing the question: "Do developments of atomic science present a special 
challenge to Christian faith?",the seminar found: ‘Not necessarily". No new 
problems are presented here regarding the nature and existence of God, For those - 
who already hold a purely naturalistic view of the universe, these atomic develop~ 
ments give further evidence of the fact that scientific knowledge is advancing 
and has further reduced their realm of the unknown, which they identify with God 
and religion. On the other hand, those who were already aware of the tremendous 
changes in the mood and point of view of natural scientists during the last 50 
years see in atomic research further evidence of a far more "open" universe than 
was envisaged in the "world machine" of Isaac Newton and his followers. Further- 
more, leading atomic scientists are extremely humble about their discoveries. 

They are the first to realise the limitations of scientific knowledge. This outlook 
is far removed from the assurance of those scientists who at times have seen a 
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sharp conflict between Christian faith and natural science. The atomic scientists, 
far from ruling out God, are saying that these new discoveries call for a deeper 
spiritual vitality and a strengthening of moral values, that men may not destroy 
themselves by their new-found power, In this sense, atomic science does present 

a special challenge to Christian faith. 


The Seminar also faced the question of automation and Christian social res- 
ponsibility in an atomic age, "As Society becomes more and more mechanised, with 
automation playing an ever~increasing role in our lives and with machines giving 
rise to the possibility of mastering man, it is important that the YMCA as a 
Christian organisation help men realise their dignity and responsibility as human 
beings. The rapid advance of mechanisation may cause social institutions to lag 
still further behind, serving less and less the needs of human beings. It is 
increasingly necessary that the YMCA become creative in its programme... The YMCA 
should increase its activity to reach the men behind the machines and help them 
find the right way of life..." 


A full report of the Seminar will be available in printed form for study 
groups in YMCAs and other organisations. This project is related to UNESCO's plan 


of Associated Youth Enterprises. EePeSe, Geneva 
GEEMANY Ecumenical Conference on llen's iJork of the Churches 


held in Hamburg 


An ecumenical conference on Men's Work of the Churches was held in Hamburg 
from June 4th to 7th, 1956, with the title "Discipleship Today". Delegates from 
the Protestant llen's organisations in Denmark, Germany, Finland, France, Holland 
and Switzerland discussed possibilities for closer cooperation, which had already 
been started at a conference at Bossey (Switzerland) in 1952. The desire for co- 
Operation was strengthened and was expressed in a number of practical resolutions. 
This desire for cooperation is also shared by the men's organisations which were 
not represented at Hamburg. 


The conference showed clearly that, in spite of all the different forms of 
organisation, the Protestant men's organisations in the individual countries of 
Europe are confronted by the same tasks: that of getting in touch with the men 
outside the Church, and that of training Protestant Christians for service in the 
Church and in the world, Lectures and discussions dealt with the forms and methods 
of all types of men's work in the Church and in public life, It was emphasised 
that Protestant Christians have a special contribution to make towards promoting 
European fellowship, which is the special task of our time. 


The Conference resolved to promote closer ccoperation between the Protestant 
men's organisations in Hurope through organisational measures, exchange of publica= 
tions and the exchange of visits, and also to get in touch with the men's organisa- 
tions outside Europe, in cooperation with the World Council of Churches. 


The next ecumenical conference for men's work of the Churches is to be held 


in 1958, EeP.S., Geneva 
CEY LON Church Union in Ceylon 


(Colombo) - The Negotiating Committee for Church Union in Ceylon is attempting to 
make the proposed scheme for Church Union as widely known and understood as possible. 
An authorised summary of the scheme has been made available at a low price, This 
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Précis, published in English, Sinhalese and Tamil, is meant for wide distribution, 

especially among the indigenous Christian community in Ceylon. It is obtainable 

from the National Christian Council of Ceylon, 490 Havelock Road, Colombo 6, 
BeP.Se, Geneva 


RUMANTA ; Ten Years' Cooperation in a Theological Institute 


Since 1948 there has been a theological institute with university status 
at Cluj, in accordance with the educational laws of the Rumanian People's Republic. 
Part of this institute has now moved to Sibiu. 


The institute is under the joint ownership of the Hungarian Reformed Church, 
the Evangelical-lutheran Church of the German and Hungarian languages, and of the 
Hungarian Unitarian Church. 


Before the war some of the clergy of these three churches (especially of the 
lutheran Church) had studied at foreign universities. But since the war a common 
training centre for Protestant theological students within Rumania has become 
essential, to ensure a sufficient number of trained pastors. 


A Reformed Academy had already been in existence since 1622, and a Unitarian 
Academy since 1566, so that their incorporation in the new institute at Cluj was 
only a matter of organisation. But for the lutheran Church, which had no seminar 
of its own, it meant an entirely new development. 


In 1948 there were only six students, but their number has now increased to 
76. This is why the German Evangelical branch has moved to Sibiu, owing to lack 
of space at Cluj. During the last ten years the inadequate library of the Institute 
has also been enriched by gifts from donors from Rumania and abroad. 


The greatest problem was to obtain suitable teachers, who had to be recruited 
from among the pastors, But as Dean Hermann Binder writes in "Neue Zeit" (publish- 
ed in East Berlin) on June 7th, the fact that the teachers were also engaged in 
spiritual care work in the parishes brought "theological studies in closer touch 
with the practical work of a pastor than ever before", Hand in hand with it new 
forms of parish-groups have sprung up, which are enriching the whole of the Church. 


In this way a German congregation was formed in Cluj within the Hungarian 
Evangelical Church, centring round the German teachers and their students. "Built 
by the iJord of Christ, this German congregation helped to support the institute, 
by urging it... to fresh loyalty to the Church. Moreover, owing to the shortage 
of pastors, the Church asked the teachers to assume responsibility for their 
former parishes during the vacations, and also organised "practical work" for the 
students, so as to acquaint them with parish work during the course of their 
training. 


The number of teachers has increased from two to six. "But they could not 
have covered the whole curriculum without the assistance of teachers from other 
confessions. This resulted in a very fine cooperation..." The Institute was on 
particularly friendly terms with the teachers of the various Orthodox institutes, 
so that "in our Seminary ecumenical contacts were formed between three different 
peoples of Rumania" (as Dr. Binder writes). 


In conclusion, Dr. Binder says: "In spite of their former divergences,. 
Reformed, Unitarian and Evangelical Christians grew into a united whole. The 
narrow reserve which formerly prevented almost all contacts between us is (we 
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hope) broken down once and for all. Today we no longer speak of Protestant sister- 
churches; but we really have become brothers and sisters, although at the same 
time we hold to our own church and our own theology." 


The Institute has received a subsidy from the state, and in this ecumenical 
spirit it will ensure that teachers and students take their place in Rumania "in 


a true Christian way". BePeS., Geneva 
SWIT ZERLAND An Invitation Extended to all Christians 


(Aniéres) - The Whitsun message of the Presidents of the World Council of Church= 
es (see E.P.S, No. 15) evoked a special response in Switzerland, The Protestant 
group "Foi et Cité" intends to cbserve Friday, June 29th, as a day of prayer and 
fasting. It appeals to all Christians to attend services that moming, and again 
at midday and in the evening (without interrupting their usual work) to repent 
to the sins in which we all share, and to pray for peace in a spirit of love 
which reflects the love of God, EePeSe, Geneva 
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UNITED STATES 


(New York) - Eight Russian clergymen left New York on June(14th after a 12 day 
visit resuming conversations with American churchmen begun in Moscow less than 
three months ago (see E.P.S. No. 13/14). 


Russian Glergy in the U.S.A. 


The deputation led by Metropolitan Nicolai, seccnd ranking primate of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, was greeted by a deputation of the National Council 
of Churches led by its president Dr. Eugene Carson Blake. 


The Russian deputation also represented the lutherans of Estonia and Latvia, 
the Armenian Orthodox and the Evangelical Christian Baptists. It was the most 
representative group of Russian clergymen ever to come to the USA. 


The visit marked the second part of a two-way exchange initiated in March 
when a deputation of nine U.S. Protestant leaders went to the Soviet Union for 
an eleven-day visit to hussian church leaders. 


Besides Metropolitan Nikolai, the Russian deputation comprised Archbishop 
Jan Kiivit of Tallinn, head of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Estonia; 
Bishop Saak Gregorovitch Ter-Ovannesyants, Sacristan of Etchmiadzin (Armenian 
Apostolic Orthodox Church); Archbishop Gustav Turs of Riga, head of the Evan- 
gelical lutheran Church of Latvia. 


The Reverend Alexei Leonidovitsch Andreev, vice-rpesident of the All- 
Union Council of Evangelical Christians (Baptists); Prof. Vladimir Ivanovitch 
Talizin of the Moscow Theological Academy; Archpriest Michael Slavnitsky of 
Leningrad (Russian Orthodox) and the Rev. Alexei Nicolaevitch Karpov, pastor 
of the Moscow Baptist Church were the other members of the delegation. 


Dr. Blake, welcoming the visiting churchmen, assured them'"we are glad to 
have you here so that we may resume together our common effort to learn and to 
do God's will in our respective churches and to enlarge the areas of Christian 
fellowship." Dr. Blake described the exchange visits as "but the beginning, we 
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hope, of what all Christian churches would understand to be normal relationships 
between churches which subscribe to the Lord Jesus Christ." 


"Ye are quite sure," Dr. Blake went on to say, "that there will be many 
things upen which we will disagree, but we believe we should attempt in conversa- 
tions in Christian gcodwill to extend and broaden as far as possible, the areas 
of agreements," 


Metropolitan Nikolai replied that the Russian delegation looked ferward to 
the conversations establishing "future closer relations between us, as brethren 
in Christ united by a common faith in our Lord." 


"ve have arrived in the U.S.A. with the belief that this visit will stimulate 
the most friendly and the most ccrdial relations of bretherhood in Christ between 
cur churches and our people", he declared, 


Speaking cf the National Ccuncil's deputation that made the first personal 
contact with leaders of the four Russian church bodies last March in Moscow, the 
iletropolitan added: "They were guests of keen mind, questing for knowledge, who 
won our deepest respect and friendliest feelings." 


Conversations begun there have continued through the twelve-day visit in the 
USA which took the Russian leaders to seven cities, including Jashington, D.C. 
In Toledo, Ohio,they attended sessions of the quarterly meeting of the National 
Council's 250 member General Board. 


The Soviet deputation had their first glimpse of U.S. church life at morning 
worship services in New York the day after their arrival. 


Metropolitan Nikolai and other Crthodox members of the deputation attended 
services at the St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Cathedral. Four other members of 
the deputation - two Lutherans and two Baptists - attended services at the Cathe- 
dral of St. John the Divine at which they witnessed the ordination of ten seminar~ 
ians tc the Episcopal diaconate. The Armenian representative went to services at 
the Armenian Holy Cross Apostolic Church. Later the deputation visited one of the 


big city churches of New York, the Brceadway Congregational Christian Church. Visits 


were paid also to the headquarters! cffices cf the National Council of Churches and 
the American Bible Society. Conversations took place in the Jaldorf Astoria Hotel. 


The Russian churchmen spent their final weekend in Jashington, where they 
were greeted by representatives of the Washington Church Federation. They were 
guests during their Jashington stay at the College of Preachers in the grounds of 
Washington Cathedral, 


At a dinner offered to the guests Alfred P., Sh rkey, president of the Washing- 
ton Church Federation said: "Let us make every effort and use every opportunity 
to know each other better. ‘Je realise the Iron Curtain that once hung between our 
ccuntries was not of your contriving, nor of ours, but let us thank God here to- 
night that between our minds, hearts and spirits there never has been a curtain. 
We have always been and always will be one in Christ..." 


"The time in which we live makes us realise that East and Jest, now as never 
before, must live in mutual respect and must work together in the pursuit of peace 
or we shall perish together,"! 


—_——= 
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Statement on the Visit 


Before the deputation left the United States Dr Eugene Carson Blake, presi- 
dent of the National Council of Churches, issued a communiqué with the agreement 
ef the members of the Russian group, Dr. Blake said: 


"A proposal for cur exchange of visits was a rather simple cne -- namely 
that churchmen from some of the member churches of the National Council should 
visit church leaders in the Seviet Union in order to express goodwill, to increase 
understanding, and in sc far as possible come to agreement on matters of common 
concern. A return visit was arranged. 


"This exchange was ccnceived from the beginning as a church affair, Although 
we hoped that what we did would contribute to the lessening of tensions between 
cur nations and thus further the cause of peace, which is the desire of the over- 
whelming majority of mankind, nevertheless our chief purpose has been and is to 
establish the kind of normal relationship which we believe ought never for any 
reason to be brcken between churches which profess obedience to the same Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


"Our second period of fellowship has been as encouraging as the first. We 
believe that as we have prayed, and talked and travelled together we have been 
guided by the Holy Spirit. 


"Our method has been to place each other in situations revealing various 
aspects of our religious life and tc explain those situations in formal discus- 
sions and personal conversations, These experiences have helped.us to realise 
that we have indeed one Lord and seek, each in his own way, tc make His judgement 
and mercy known and to bring the peoples to a recognition of the sovereignty of 
His love. 


"We have made progress toward snderstanding each other through our associa-- 
tions and conversations. There continue tc be deep seated and very important dis- 
agreements among us; but where we have not reached agreement we are resolved to 
strive tc achieve better understanding and through better understanding to com- 
prehend more cf the truth. 


"Knowledge cf the truth will help free us frem the sin of enmity, to serve 
ene another, anc tocreate just peace between men and nations. Faith, freedom, and 
justice, are the most essential prerequisites for durable peace. Such peace is 
pessible only when individuals and naticns recognise each other's human worth 
without trespassing on mutual freedom, and when they are in possession of rights 
and liberties conforming tc the Christian conception of human dignity. To uphold 
the dignity of the human being and te safeguard that dignity it is especially 
necessary for the churches to achieve mutual understanding within the Christian 
community. 


"This two-way visit was always conceived tc be only the first step towards 
establishing warm and well informed relationships between our churches. There- 
fore, its completion is but a beginning of relationships which we hope will be- 
come regular, permanent, and increasingly intimate. 


"ie have discussed plans for the continuing exchange of information and 
views amcng expanding circles of people in the churches of beth countries. ile 
have much to learn of each other. Skill, persistence, and the most earnest and 
extended study will be required before the broad membership of our churches can 
look to each cther in real knowledge, love and confidence. 


— 
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"In the first centuries, when relationships between peoples were as confused 
as they are today, it was said that the Christians held the world together. God 


grant that we may play that role!" B.eP.oe, Geneva 
NORWAY Women Given Clergy Rights 


(Ogle). - Unrestricted clergy rights are now in legal principle given tc the women 
of Norway through the abolition by parliament of the law which made the appoint= 
ment of a woman to the ministry dependent on the approval of the parish. Accord- 
ing tc a report from the press service cf the Norwegian Institute for Inter- 
Church Relations, the parliament's decision was taken against the advice of the 
two theological faculties and seven cf the nine bishops (see Re P.se. NOs 5)3 


In a statement afterwards, Bishop Skard of Tunsberg, said that this decision 
would hasten the separation of church and state. Director Carl Fredrik Wisloff 
at the Free Faculty called the action an "encroachment" on the rights of the 
church, Similar views were voiced by other church leaders. Bishop Kristian Schjel- 
derup of Hamar, however, was "satisfied", and Bishop Eivind Berggrav said he 
thought "too much row had been made about the matter", 


After abolishing the right of veto cf the parishes, parliament requested 
further examination of the possibility of giving the church a greater say in the 
appointment of pastors. Today, the parish ccuncil and the bishops have the right 
to nominate, but the government is free to appoint the minister fron among the 
applicants, 


The government's reason for asking parliament to abolish the 1938 law was 
that it wanted to ratify the Convention on Human Rights with its clause on equal- 
ity between man and woman. After the legal Committee had agreed, a clear majority 
of parliament passed the proposal. The whole Christian People's Party (16 out of 
150 representatives) and a few conservatives and agrarian representatives voted 
against, 


In the debate it was agreed that the law of 1938, which replaced a law 
restricting the ministry tc men only, in principle opened the ministry for women. 
Critics contended that the question raised now rather concerned autonomy of the 
parish in matters of ccnscience., Mr, Erling Wikborg, leader of the Christian 
People's Party, said in the discussion that the clear majority in the church was 
against women clergy and that they found support in the Bible and the tradition 
of the church. To impose women pastors on the congregations, he saw as an encroach- 
ment on freedom of conscience. 


Among those defending the proposal in parliament were several well-known 
Christian leaders who are members of parliament, including three pastors. 


So far none of the women theologians in Norway have indicated the wish to 


apply for the ministry. BeP.S., Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Roman Catholic Priest Defends Thesis on W.C.C. 


(Geneva) - An American Roman Catholic priest who presented a thesis on "The Social 
Thought of the wWorldCouncil of Churches" for his doctorate at the Graduate Insti- 
tute of International Studies at the University of Geneva, had as one of his 
examiners, Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches. Father Edward Duff, S.J., presented his thesis on Thursday, June 14th. 
The thesis will be published by Longmans, Green and Company. 
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In a book of more than 300 pages, Fether Duff has ettempted to survey the 
"mind of the ecumenical community as it judges the contemporary social order", 
The archives of the orld Council of Churches were made available to the writer 
with no restriction on their use, 


In the Senate Room of the University of Geneva, the Jesuit priest presented 
his thesis before a panel consisting of Dr. Visser 't Hooft, who holds a doctorate 
honoris causa from the University of Geneva, Professor Jacques Freymond, director 
of the Graduate Institute of International Studies, and Professor ‘ilehlm Ropke, 
professor of economics at the Institute and one of the leading economists of 
Europe. All are Protestants. 


In commenting upon Father Duff's thesis, Dr. Visser 't Hocft pointed out 
a certain number of errors on points of fact. He also declared that a number of 
interpretations of what lay behind the World Council's statement on social 
questions were besed on misunderstanding. At the same time the General Secretary 
said that it was difficult for a person outside the ecumenical movement fully 
to enter into its spirit and motives. He welcomed Father Duff's fair and pains- 
taking approach tc his task. 


The bock deals with the history, nature and authority, social philosophy, 
and social thought of the orld Council of Churches. In presenting the thesis, 
Father Duff stressed that it was not a theological study. 


In his ccenclusions Father Duff states that whatever its future the organised 
ecumenical movement has "by its pronouncements and common action, made a distinct 
ccntribution to contemporary social thought whose importance should not be neglect- 
ed, The .‘orld Council of Churches, it must never be forgotten, speaks for a cons- 
tituency of different continents, races and nationalities. It has proclaimed 
truths whose significance for a human world of justice and peace cannot be measur- 


ed," HePeSe, Geneva 
INDONESIA Council of Churches Plans Triennial Assembly 


150 delegates from thirty church bodies, representing a membership of 
2,672,000 Protestants, will convene in Djakarta, from July 8th to 17th for the 
third Assembly of the Indonesian Council of Churches. The constitutional purpose 
of this body is to effect a united Church in Indonesia. While working towards 
that end, the Council through its various commissions and committees, serves the 
entire Christian community. 


Much of the Assembly's time will be used for a review of its services, 
through the Sunday School Commission, the Social and Health Commission, the Christ- 
ian Literature Society, the Board of Christian Schools, the Commission on lijssions 
and the Inter-Church Aid Committee, the Commission on Army Chaplains, and the 
Church and State Commission. ; 


M. M, Thomas of India, representing the Study Division of the ‘orld Council 
will conduct a work-shop on "Areas of Rapid Social Change". Dr. J. Leimena will 
give a lecture on "'The Form of State We Want". 


This Assembly must give major consideration to obtaining financial support 
for its Council and its activities including a proposal to erect a "Christian 
Centre" to house the ecumenical activities in Djakarta. The Council will also con- 
Sider the creation of a Youth Department, there now being a federated Ecumenical - 
Youth Movement (ll.P.K.0.) and a unitary Christian youth movement (P.P.Kel.) serve 
ingthe churches which comprise the Council. 
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A number of unaffiliated church bodies, including the H.K.I. (Huria Kristen 
Batak) which separated from the Batak Church (H.K.B.P.), and which according to the 
Ministry of Religions has 366 congregations and a membership of 107, C89, have 
applied to the Council for membership. 


A number of fraternal visitors from abroad will represent the several nation- 
al Councils, and preach in Djakarta pulpits over the two Sundays. These include 
Dr. A.C, Watson of. the Toorak Presbyterian Church, Melbourne: Rev. Frank Engel, 
General Secretary of the Australian Student Christian Movement; Mr, James Atkinson, 
Secretary of the Malayan Christian Council; and Dr, Irma Highbaugh, representing 


the International Missionary Council, E.eP.Se, Geneva 
FRANCE St. Sergius Celebrates 31st Anniversary 
we abet ee USS LSU Anniversary 


(Paris) - Saint Sergius, the Orthodox Theological Institute in Paris, celebrated 
its 3lst anniversary at open house on June 6th. Present at the observance which 
marked the end of the 1955-56 academic year were friends from various confessions 
in the Paris area as well as visitors from abroad. 


Te Deum in the chapel of the Institute was led by the Right Reverend Bishop 
Cassian, rector of St. Sergius Institute. A report on the activities of the 
Institute in 1955-56 was presented at a meeting which also included a lecture 
by Prof. LA. Zander on "The Contribution of Russian Thinkers", 


Count Boris Bobrinskoy, dean of students, reported on the year's events, A 
new translation into Russian of the New Testament is underway with Bishop Cassian 
as chief translator. A series of conferences and consultations during the year 
included a liturgical convention which brought together theologians from many 
different countries. Exchange conferences were arranged with the Protestant 
Faculty of Paris. 


During the year the student choir of St. Sergius gave 18 concerts in 15 
cities in England under the auspices of the British Council of Churches. The 
Centre for Orthodox Studies presented a series of lectures in the Greek and 
Rumanian churches of Paris, 


Inter-Orthodox relations were furthered through the presence of Orthodox 
students from many countries. Students enrolled in 1955-56 include some of Russian, 
Greek, Serb, Bulgarian, German and American background, 


The report stated that 128 former students cf the Institute are at work in 
the United States, Germany, Italy, France, the Soviet Union, and other countries. 
Six have become bishops; nine are on the faculty of the Institute. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Preparing the 1958 Lambeth Conference 


Advance preparations for the 1958 Lambeth Conference of the Bishops of the 
Anglican Communion throughout the world will be set in hand at a consultative 
meeting to be held at Lambeth Palace, London, from July 16th tc 18th. 


The list of Bishops participating includes the name of the Right Rev. K.H. 
Ting, Bishop of Chekiang, representing the Church in China. This will be the 
first official visit to Europe by a Bishop from the Chinese People's Republic 
Since the revolution in China. 


No. 25 - June 22nd, 1956 -7 - Lis 


Others attending will include the Archbishops of Rupert's Land and jest 
Africa; the Right Rev. WH. Gray, Bishop of Connecticut, representing the Presid- 
ing Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States; the Bishop 
of Grahamstown, representing the Church of the Province of South Africa; the 
Bishop of Matabeleland, representing the Church of the Province of Central Africa; 
the Bishops of Bombay and Lahore, representing the Church of India, Pakistan, 
Burma and Ceylon; -and the Bishops of Singapore and the Upper Nile, representing 
Overseas dioceses under the jurisdiction of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

EePeSe, Geneva 


GERMANY Russian Theologians Lecture in Western Germany 


(Bonn) ~ Three professors from the theclogical Academies of the Russian Orthodox 
Church in Moscow and Leningrad are lecturing from June 9th to July 2nd at the 
Faculty of Protestant Theology in Bonn, the Pastors! Training College in jupper- 
tal and the Theological College at Bethel. Professor Leo Pariiskij, Professor K.A,. 
Sborowskij (of Leningrad) and Lecturer WeD. Sarytschew are the first guests from 
the Soviet Union to visit Western Germany under the plan for ecumenical exchange. 
This exchange was arranged with Patriarch Alexius of the Russian Orthodox Church 
on the occasion of the visit to Russia of President Heinrich Held (of the Church 
in the Khineland) and of President ‘Alm (of the Church in Vestphalia). (See EPS 
No. 35, 1955). 


The subjects of the lectures are: "The Theology of Basil the Great", "The 
R6le of Man in the Life of the Church", "The History of the Russian Orthodox 
Church" and "Orthodox Theology", 


The Faculty of Protestant Theology of Bonn University gave an official dinner 
to welcome the Russian guests. The following day they attended a reception given 
by Pralat Kunst (representative of the EKD to the Bonn Gcvernment). One of the 
Russian Orthodox theologians gave a public address to the Christian students in 


Bonn, H.PeSe, Geneva 
INDIA Half-Anna Stories for Children 
pee ane kee ce ee VES UL Oren 


To reach more Indian children with simple stories from the Bible, the Indian 
associates of the United Society for Christian Literature in Madras have launched 
a series of half-anna stories in Tamil. The series comprises booklets on great 
figures from the Bible. They are attractively produced in colour and are proving 
popular in bazaars and book fairs in the Tamil-speaking area of South India, 


Another popular book for children is the Pilgrim's Progress in Malayalam. 
India is now producing more Christian literature than ever before. 
HeP.Se, Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Evangelical lutheran Church Votes to Apply for 


Immediate W.C.C. Membership 


(llinmneapolis) - The million member Evangelical lutheran Church (ELC) voted on 
June 23rd to apply for immediate membership in the orld Council of Churches. 


The action was taken during the body's 22nd general convention, following 
heated debate on the issue -- main cbstacle remaining in the path of the EIC's 
proposed 1960 merger with two other Iutheran groups, the American Lutheran Church 
and the United Evangelical Iutheran Church. 


Of 2,119 votes cast by pastors and laymen, 1, 434 favoured application for 
WeGsC. membership, with 685 ballots marked negatively. The measure required a 
two-thirds majority (1,413 votes) to be carried, 


The Rev. Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, Minneapolis, ELC president, in announcing 
results of the balloting, declared: 


"The Church has spoken, and we will take our place alongside other evange- 
lical Christians in the Vorld Council of Churches -- to testify through work and 
witness to that Gospel which God has given us in his Holy Word." 


The W.C.C. issue, precipitated because the proposed "Articles of Union" 
for the new church contained a section requiring it to "apply for membership in 
the World Council of Churches at its constituting convention," had been consider- 
ed in 1948 by the ELC and rejected decisively. 


However, he said, "the Convention, exercising its sovereign right, now 
proposes that the Church Council be instructed to apply for membership." 


On June 22nd, the convention approved a constitution and by-laws for the 
proposed merged church. Now that the i/.C.C. issue has been settled, it is expect- 
ed that the Articles of Unicn will be adopted without delay. HePeSe, Geneva 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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WCC Appoints Three Staff Members for Rapid Social Change Study 


(Geneva) - Three new appointments have been made by the World Council of Churches 
te aid with the study on Christian Responsibility in Areas of Rapid Social Change. 
The study, undertaken by the Department of Church and Society, Division of Studies, 
is being aided by a grant of $100,000 from John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 


The Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa, a priest of the Protestant Episcopal Church, USA, 
has been appointed special assistant for the study on rapid social change with 
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. M.M. Thomas, a layman of the Mar Thoma 
Syrian Church of llalabar and editorial secretary of the Committee for Literature 
and Social Concerns, National Christian Councii of India, will be staff ccnsultant 
fer the study in Asia. He will alse serve as executive secretary for a related 
study programme organised by the National Christian Council of India. Dr. John 
Karefa-Smart, of Sierra Leone, for the past four years West African area officer 
for the orld Health Organisation, has been appointed staff consultant fcr the 
study in Africa south of the Sahara. He is at present in Geneva but will spend 
most of the next 18 months in Africa. 


Asia, Africa, and Latin America are areas where the study is already under- 
way, according tc the Rev. Paul Abrecht, executive secretary of the Department 
of Church and Society. He mentions Japan, India, Indonesia, the Middle Hast, the 
Gold Coast, Norther Rhodesia, the Union of South Africa, and Brazil as beeen 


in which the study is being conducted. B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Presbyterians Approve Church Merger 


(Philadelphia) - The 168th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the USA 
voted unanimously here to merge with the United Presbyterian Church of North 
America, The "plan of union" now goes to the Church's 256 ENB ar Two-thirds 
of these must approve. 


Approval of the union followed debate over the name for the new denomination: 
the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. Some wanted the new body to be known 
simply as the Presbyterian Church, However, when a vote was called no opposition 
was registered. 


The United Presbyterian Church of North America voted in favour of the merger 
plan at its General Assembly in Knoxville, Tenn., from June 13th to 19th. Approval 
by this denomination requires a two-thirds vote of the Assembly followed by a 
majority of all those voting in the presbyteries, provided two-thirds of the 
presbyteries act. 


If both denominations endorse the merger plan, the two churches will unite 
in a combined General Assembly tentatively scheduled for May 1958, in Pittsburgh. 


The merged church will have about 3,00C,000 members: 2,700,000 former Pres~ 
byterians U.S.A. and 235,000 former United Presbyterians. It will include more 


than 9, COO congregations and 10,000 ordained ministers. EeP.Se, Geneva 
FRANCE French Reformed Church Speaks on Algeria 


At its conference at Royan, the National Synod of the Refomed Churches of 
France discussed the Algerian question and declared: 


"The National Synod expresses its sorrow and humiliation as it contemplates 
the Algerian drama. 
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1. It draws attention to the fact that although force is unfortunately 
necessary in order to avoid bloodshed, permanent peace can only be established 
on a kasis of justice, mutual respect and love. 


2. The Synod therefore considers that all who live there, whether they come 
from the Arab world or from Europe, have the right to share a common life with 
the indigenous Berbers in a territory which can in future derive dignity only 
from mutual understanding between them. 


3. The Synod asks God to open the eyes of all to what is right, and to show 
them where they must seek forgiveness, 


4. In this spirit the Synod expresses the hope that the government will 
by all means in its power control this tragic situation: 


a) through practical and public proposals, which show the Moslem masses 
and also the world at large (which is often ill-informed) that we are ready 
for "just coexistence"; 


b) through the speedy enforcement of decisions already taken, so as to give 
proof of our integrity; 


¢) through efforts to end bloodshed, in accordance with the desire of an 
overwhelming majority of the peoples of France and Algeria," 
EeP.S., Geneva 


SWITZERLAND The Churches to Act for Under-developed Areas 


At its recent meeting at Schaffhausen, the Assembly of the Swiss Protestant - 
Church Federation expressed the hope that the whole Swiss nation, including citi- 
zens and the authorities, would make a big financial effort in aid of the under- 
developed countries cn the day of the Jetine Fédéral (September 16th). This 
"national fast" is a day set aside annually in Switzerland for recollection and 
repentance, 


The Assembly asked the Council of the Swiss Protestant Church Federation to 
take all necessary steps to implement this decision as rapidly as possible, by 
approaching the churches, the Federal cabinet,and the cantonal authorities, to 
determine ways of rousing public opirion, possibly by raising a fund in the 
Protestant churches. 


The Assembly also agreed unanimously to grant at least 500,000 Swiss francs 
(£40,816) for Protestant aid to needy churches and refugees. Pastor Hellstern, 
a secretary for this work in Switzerland, drew attention to the present distress 
in Eastern Europe, especially among the Refcrmed parishes of Hungary which had 
just been devastated by the serious flooding of the Danube. He appealed for the 
refugees and urged attention to the needs of Africa and Asia. 


The Assembly voted additional funds to support the federation's Commission 


on Television. E.eP.S., Geneva 
SWITZERLAND The Old Catholic Church 


At the 82nd session of the National Synod held recently, Monseigneur Urs 
Kury, Bishop of the Old Catholic Church in Switzerland, spoke of the continuous 
relations maintained by his church with other Christian confessions and with the 
World Council of Churches, both theologically and practically. The Bishop referred 
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to the recent suggestion of the Patriarch of Constantinople, that the Orthodox 
Churches and the Old Catholic Churches should resume conversations on the possibi- 
lity of union. 


The Synod also heard two reports -- one on the problem of introducing an 
active diaconate (or even an auxiliary priesthood) into the church, and another 
on the relation between faith and technics in the modem world. 


The year 1956 marks the 25th anniversary of the establishment of inter- 
communion between the Old Catholic churches and the churches of the Anglican 
Communion. BeP.S., Geneva 


Ecumenical Institute Consultation on Atomic Energy 


An international consultation of experts on atomic energy has asked the 
Ecumenical Institute (Bossey, Switzerland) to forward proposals for gradual reduc- 
tion in the use of atomic weapons to the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs. It has recommended to the CCIA, which is a joint body establish- 
ed by the International Missionary Council and the orld Council of Churches, 
that it should arrange further discussions of the proposals by scientists, politi- 
cal leaders and church representatives. 


The ccnsultation was called by the director of the Ecunenical Institute of 
the orld Council of Churches, Bossey, Professor H.H. Jolf. It discussed the 
political and sociological implications of the coming of atomic energy, with 
special reference to the liberty of science and Christian responsibility. 


The suggestion made by the group proposed clear differentiation between 
tactical and strategic weapons in order to make possible the elimination of 
strategic weapons by international agreement. It was hoped that this process of 
agreement eventually would extend to all armaments. 


Discussions centred around the problems of the right use of power. It was 
agreed if possible to hold a further conference onthe freedom and responsibility 
of science" at a date to be fixed. 


The twenty members of the group included werkers in international organisa- 
tions and other bodies in Geneva, Professor Jean Rossel (Neuchatel), Professor 
Marguerite Terey (Strasbourg), Professor Dr. C.F. von Weizsacker (Germany), Dr. 
W.eA. de Haas (Netherlands), and Rear-Admiral Sir Anthony Buzzard (United King- 
dom). Among them were physicists, biologists, bio-chemists, chemists, research 
scientists working on atomic reactor designs, technicians and theclogians. 

HePeSe, Geneva 


AUSTRIA Catholics and Protestants Seek to Improve Relationships 


(Vienna) ~ Recent correspondence between Dr, Gerhard May (the Protestant Bishop) 
and Dr Kénig (the new Catholic Archbishop of Vienna) gives expression to the 
desire to maintain peace between Protestants and Cathclics in Austria, 


In a letter congratulating Dr. Konig on his new office, Bishop May recalled 
his predecessor, the late Cardinal Archbishop Innitzer. He expressed the view 
that the Christian churches should continue the fine tradition of Cardinal Innitzer, 
by being truly Christian in their relations with one another, in order to preserve 
religious peace, Bishop May's letter reads: "We Protestants are grateful that, in 
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ccntrast to earlicr times, the two churches now have opvortunities for fruitful 
cooperation in various charitable and social spheres, thus making common cause 
in face of a largely indifferent and secularised werld," 


Archbishop Konig's reply was very cordial and expressed the hope that the 


good relations between the twe churches would continue. HeP.S., Geneva 
U.S.S Re The Church Rejects Dialectical Materialism 


Addressing students in Bonn on church life in Soviet Russia, Professor L.N. 
Pariisky from Leningrad (see E.P.S. No, 25) said, "The Church denies the material~ 
ist view of history, but it recognises the socialist state because it makes 
people happier." 


Professor Pariisky also raised the question, whether the Church in the USSR 
was powerless, He assured his audience that this was not the case. According to 
a report in the "Neue Zeit" (East Berlin) on June aAlst, "before the Revolution 
the Church was part of the state machine. Citizens were forced to affirm their 
faith and to take part in religious cbservances. On January 23rd 1918 the Soviet 
gcvernment published a decree declaring the Church separate from the state, and 
schools separate from the Church. In 1936 freedom to practise one's religion was 
laid down in the Constitution. The churches are able to fulfil their immediate 
tasks, to hold services, to preach and to maintain colleges for training their 
clergy. Defamation of religion is prosecuted by law, The clergy enjoy the same 
Civic rights as all other citizens. Church buildings are occupied by the Church 
without charge." Professor Pariisky said that as a fixed principle the Church in 
the Soviet Union did not interfere in the affairs of the State, nor did the State 
interfere in the affairs of the Church. The Church did not engage in any political 
activity. 


The audience asked questions about the relation of the Russian Orthodox Church 
to other churches, such as the Baptists. Professor Pariisky replied, "The Russian 
Orthodox Church is far from feeling any intolerance towards other churches, For 
instance, we work in close collaboration on the question of the defence of peace." 
Jhen asked whether a priest in the Soviet Union could preach a sermon against 
dialectical materialism, Professor Pariisky said, "Every sermon that is preached 
in a church is, by its very nature, a sermon against dialectical materialism." 

HeP.S., Geneva 


INDIA Christian Council Launches Study of Hinduism 


The National Christian Council of India has launched a study of Hinduism, 
The first year of the project will be devoted to preliminary research and organi- 
sation. The aim will be to determine the "religious motivation" of India's nation= 
al life and the literature and other materials available to help Christians under- 
stand it. 


Prof, C.S, Paul, former gemeral secretary cf the India Student Christian 
Movement and onetime faculty member of Andhra Christian College, has set up an 
office in Bangalore as a director of the study. Another office, headed by the 
Rev. Jim P, Alter, has been opened at Rajpur in northern India. E.P.S., Geneva 
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The Ecumenical Review, July 1956, Commemorating 


Ten Years of the C.C.I.A. 


The current issue of the Ecumenical Review, which appeared on july ist, is a 
special number marking the tenth anniversary of the foundation of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs. 


In an introduction, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, the editor of the Review 
and general secretary of the World Council of Churches, joins with Dr. Charles 
Ranson, general secretary of the International Missionary Council,to explain 
the purpose of the 39 specially commissioned articles that fcllow. They write: 


"The best way to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs is certainly not to concentrate attention on 
the Commission itself, but rather to emphasise again the decisive importance of 
the concerns which brought it into being and which it seeks to represent in 
relation to churches and governments. That is why this number contains mainly 
articles on different aspects of the Christian responsibility for a peaceful 
and just international order rather than articles about the work of the CCIA, 

The fact that sco many men and women in responsible positions in the international 
world have contributed to this number shows sufficiently that the CCIA has come 
to play a significant rdéle in international affairs." 


The internationally well-known contributors include Prof, Hamilcar P. 
Alivisatos ‘(Ecumenical Resources in Solving International Problems); Dr. Ralph 
Bunche (Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy); Bishop Otto Dibelius (Christian Unity 
in a Divided Europe); Mr. John Foster Dulles (Positive Measures for Peace); Sir 
Kenneth Grubb (Christian Approach to International Affairs - a Criticism); Mr. 
Dag Hammarskj¢ld (Spiritual Impact on the United Nations); Prof. Max Huber (An 
International Ethos); Dr. Charles Malik (Positive Commonwealth); Dr. G.J. van 
Heuven Goedhart (The Responsibility of the International Community for Refugees) 3 
and Bishop Lajos Vet6 (The Reality of our Ecumenical Fellowship). 
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The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's items. 
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This special issue of the Review will be widely used to draw attention to the 


scope of the CCIA's work. | BePeSe, Geneva 
NETHERLANDS The Reformed Church on West New Guinea Problem 


The General Synod of the Reformed Church of the Netherlands has appealed to 
the Dutch people to seek to solve the problem of West New Guinea. 


"Recent developments in the discussions about New Guinea have led to ten- 
sions between the Dutch people and the Indonesian people", says the appeal. "The 
Church has to bear witness to the responsibility which man owes to God and our 
responsibility to our neighbours. Our political responsibility too, should be 
seen in the light of God's justice. Therefore it is the duty of the Church to 
give guidance to its members in these problems and to appeal to them to manifest 
their political opinion in God's sight." 


The appeal continues that it is often argued that "New Guinea historically 
and by right belongs to the Kingdom of the Netherlands and that the Dutch have 
the obligation to provide for its good government, which is to further the 
material, moral and spiritual welfare of the population. Dutch politics are 
deliberately aimed at this and thus we fulfil our duty towards the people of 
New Guinea." 


The synod believes that this answer is inconclusive in the present situa- 
tion. "Not only Indonesia herself, but many other countries deny the right of 
the Netherlands to rule New Guinea", says the appeal. 


"Everywhere in Asia and Africa, the world is changing and no longer does 
the community of nations regard the relations between certain European countries 
and the Asian and African regions as something which is the sole concern of 
those Buropean countries. We believe that we cannot ignore the questions which 
are put to us. In the first place we must recognise that the historical claims 
and good intentions and lofty ideals with which we maintain ourselves in New 
Guinea are not a sufficient justification for our position there. There is every 
reason to ask ourselves if our motives are really free from selfishness. There 
may be a selfishness which is not bent on material gain, but on the maintenance 
of a remnant of the former empire, on a share in the maintenance of political 
power in distant parts of the world. 


"By maintaining our government in New Guinea we isolate the population from 
their natural neighbours in Indonesia and East Indonesia, with whom they are 
connected by historical ties. By promoting the Dutch language we pursue a policy 
which makes the literature and the education of nearby Indonesia inaccessible to 

them. 


"Je also have to put the question whether the Christian freedom of the inhabi- 
tants of New Guinea who are won to faith in Christ, is really served by the close 
ties which they consider as existing between the missionaries and a foreign regime... 


"It is not the duty of the Church to put forward a solution for this problem. 
But the Church may and must say that a solution is not to be found in the main- 
tenance of the present situation... 


'At a time when it is an urgent necessity that the so-called western world 
should try to conquer the deep distrust of Asia and Africa against its intentions, 
the Netherlands is called tc help te find a way along which the interests of the 
inhabitants of New Guinea are furthered." 
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The message finally appeals. to the members of the Reformed Church and to 
the whole nation, "to free themselves from cherished ideas and from fixed, vested 
but dangerous schemes. We appeal to the Church and to its members to consider ~ 
these things seriously and to pray that the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ will 
teach our people-to find the way of His Justice in relation to the problem of 
New Guinea...". EePode, Geneva 


US eSRe | The Russian Orthodox Church and the World Council 


(Moscow) - The Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate has published a report (volume 
5, 1956) entitled "An Important Meeting". It describes the visit of American 
church Leaders to Soviet Russia last March and mentions discussions that took 
place concerning the attitude of the Russian Orthodox Church to the World Council 
of Churches. 


The paper says that Metropolitan Nikolai, who is the highest dignitary in 
the Russian Church after the Patriarch, made a statement to the American guests, 
who included Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president cf the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America and chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches. He said "that the Russian Orthodox Church did not refuse to revise its 
attitude to the World Council of Churches as expressed in a memorandum of 1948". 
At the Church Conference in Moscow in 1948 the religious leaders of the Orthodox 
churches of Soviet Russia, Georgia, Serbia, Rumania, Bulgaria, Alexandria, Antioch, 
Albania, Poland and Czechoslovakia had decided not to take part in the first 
Assembly of the WCC at Amsterdam that year (see E.P.S. No. 31, 1948). Metropolitan 
Nikolai said he took this fact inte account, when he now declared, "As this 
memorandum was the outcome of discussions undertaken by several churches, the 
Russian Orthodox Church must now take the matter up again with all the churches 
who signed the document". He said this would take some time. 


According to Metropolitan Nikolai, the Russian Church is still convinced 
"that political questions do not come within the sphere of the World Council 
of Churches". With regard to questions of peace and international friendship 
in their many aspects, the Russian Church "found its own views in agreement with 
the latest decisions of the i/orld Council of Churches", so that it could cooperate 
with the ‘orld Council on these matters. 


The Journal of the iioscow Patriarchate also gives Dr. Fry's answer to Metro~ 
politan Nikolai - who was referring to the forthcoming meeting of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches in Hungary at the end of July. Dr. 

Fry said that the Central Committee did not venture to hope "that an agreement 
about relationships would be reached already at that time". He therefore suggest= 
ed "that in the autumn of this year a first meeting should be held between repre~ 
sentatives of the Russian Orthodox Church and of the World Council of Churches, 

to discuss the questions in which both sides were interested." In Dr. Fry's 
opinion, "in view of the importance of this first meeting, the delegation from 
the World Council of Churches should include representatives of different churches 
and nations", Finally Dr. Fry emphasised that it would be a "great joy" for him 
to inform the other members of the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches about his conversation with Metropolitan Nikolai. EePeSe, Geneva 
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FRANCE Synod on North African Problems and Study of Sects 


The National Synod of the Reformed Church of France meeting at Royan from 
June @th to llth (see E.P.S. No. 26) dealt with the two important problems of 


North Africa and policy towards religious sects. 


A resolution was adopted on North Africa (see E.P.S. No. 26). The Synod 
addressed its message to the churches and congregations, and stressed the unity 
of the Reformed Church in France and Algeria. It asked the pastors to include in 
their Sunday intercessions special prayers for the soldiers and churches in 
North Africa, and for all who suffer in Algeria, whether friends cr foes. 


The resolution goes on to urge Christians to avoid all forms of prejudice. 
In the French towns "where North African people are often living under degrading 
social conditions" the Synod "asks parish councils to help the Moslems by setting 
up committees and offering them work, The Synod assures the churches in Algeria 
of its watchful concer... 


The Synod adopted a second resolution on the sects. It says (in part): 


"ths the Reformed Church has only one vocation - to proclaim the pure Gospel 
- its attitude towards any confession or religious movement must be inspired 
solely by the desire not to obstruct the influence of the Christian message, but 
rather to subordinate everything to a pure understanding of Lt. ee 


"In our churches the members need advice and encouragement, not merely a 
few general principles. 


In order to meet the needs of this situation, the National Synod decided 
to appoint an advisory commission to help the local churches to face the problems 
raised by the growth of sects in France. EePeoe, Geneva 


GERMANY _ All-German Synod Speaks out on German Problems 


(Berlin) ~ A specially convened session of the Evangelical Church in Germany met 
4n Berlin from June 27 to 29 to consider the problems of the German people as a 
whole.120 representatives of all the regional member-churches from East and West 
of the country unanimously approved strong statements about German reunifica- 
tion. The synod deplored “imprisonment of people in Germany behind political and 
ideological barriers" due to the present Hast-iest situation. 


Pleading unwillingness to raise reunification as an issue to "the status of 
a religious crusade" the synod at the same time declared "we consider it indis- 
pensable that the whole German people should be able to decide independently and 
freely what form of government should be established for the whole of Germany, 
in accordance with principles of international law and promises rendered. Free 
elections are essential and quite possible if good will is manifested. All countries 
should cooperate to avoid abuses and falsification of results". 


The synod was called primarily at the request of the East German churches. 
Their situation was fully reviewed and the delegates issued a solemn appeal to 
the government of the German Democratic Republic (DDR) to enter into effective 
negotiations with the church and give it freedom to carry on its work as laid 
down in the constitution of the DDR. A report presented to the synod was cited 
as evidence that the present position of the church was contrary to constituion- 
al guarantees. The report described "deliberate oppression and harm" of the church 
in all spheres of work - pastoral care, social work and education (see full text of 
report, page7). 
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Rejecting a proposal of the ‘government of the DDR that the Church in the 
DDR should declare loyalty to the state, speakers in the synod said the state 
was a "divine institution for the prevention of chaos" and was respected as 
such by the Church. The same speakers said the synod should refuse "to give the 
state a good consGience by making a formal declaration of loyalty and so sanction~ 
ing every measure passed by any government", Delegates declared that the Church's 
loyalty was "restricted by the commandment that the Christian must obey God 
rather than men''. (See full text of the declaration "God's Word is not Bound", 
page 9). 


Defence policy, conscientious objection and pastoral care in the armed 
forces were all fully discussed in spite of controversies at present going on 
within the Church as a whole. A committee of five was appointed to inform the 
Federal Government (Vest) and the lower house of its parliament about misgivings 
concerning "hasty rearmament" and possible repercussions of compulsory military 
service on the situation behind the Iron Curtain. The committee will take up 
with the DDR Government in Pankow (East Germany) the possibility of non-enforce- 
ment of compulsory service in the Bast German army. 


Stressing the need for united decision and action in the Church speakers 
called for a single stand in both East and West even when only one half of the 
country was affected for the time being on any given issue. The problem of 
pastoral care in the armed forces at present arises only in the West, but an 
attempt is being made to find a policy acceptable to the member churches in 
Eastern Germany (the EKD is a federation of autonomous evangelical churches). 


Delegates urged that the same factors be borne in mind in considering 
military service, They urged the taking up of a position that would foresee the 
effect in East Germany of any decision made about compulsory military training 
in the West German Republic. 


Attempts were made to strengthen ties between evangelical Christians in 
East and West. In addition to declarations of principle on the subject the synod 
cited a number of "practical concerns" in such a way as to promote "silent 
reunion", These included demands for an amnesty for all political prisoners 
condemned provided they had committed no acts of criminal violence; cessation 
of propaganda inspired by hatred and falsehoods prohibition of compulsory "inform= 
ing", espionage and sabotage; and freedom of action for church social-work and 
mission organisations and individual church members. 


Recalling the membership of the EXD in the ecumenical fellowship and the 
World Council of Churches, the synod said, "In contemplating the division of our 
cwn people we gratefully acknowledge cur unity with the churches and Christians 
of other nations... lle are unanimous in condemning narrowness, in both nation 
and church. We ask the ecumenical fellowship to help us in our stand. As members 
of the world-wide Christian community we are united in seeking not to permit our- 
selves to be severed, by the division of Germany, from our contacts with neigh- 


beuring peoples in East and West". B.P.eo., Geneva 
INDONESIA Move towards Church Unity in Java 


(Jogjakarta) - The synod of the Church of Central Java voted here to continue 
negotiations aimed at establishing an all-davanese Christian Synod, The proposed 
body would link the Church of East Java (Reformed) and the Church in North Central 
Java (Mennonite) with the Central Java Church. The aim of the new "ecumenical 
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synod" would be to facilitate cooperation between these churches, all of which 
work in the Javanese cultural and linguistic area. A fourth church, in West Java, 
is Sundanese=-speaking, and would not be included in the scheme. 


The synod's recent vote is in confirmation of an earlier action taken by 
the Central Java Church in 1953. 


Ooservers in Indonesia point out that the initiative for ecumenical coopera- 
tion in Java has come from a church which was founded by missionary activity of 
the Gereformeerde (Christian Reformed) Church in Holland. The Central Java Church 
is strictly Calvinist in theology and to some extent congregational in govern- 
ment. The parent church, in the Netherlands, has not joined the World Council of 
Churches, but the Central Java Church has joined and is also participating in 
the recently formed Asian Council on Ecumenical Mission, The Church has 100 con- 
gregations and a baptised membership of about 30,000. It has been sucessful in 
evan elising in a predominantly Moslem area, 


Commenting on the activity of the church in moves for unity Professor Sudarmo 
of the Theological School in Jogjakarta said that the beginnings of cooperation 
with other churches lay in the testing period of wartime occupation and national 
revolution in Indonesia. "Having come together under pressure", he declared, "we 


continue to work together out of a sense of cocation," E.P.Se, Geneva 
AUSTRIA Stamps Help to Build School 


(Vienna) ~ The reconstruction of the Protestant School in the Karlsplatz, Vienna, 
is not yet completed; the total cost will be six million Austrian shillings 
(£82,300). 


The general public has shown deep interest in this school. Five special 
Austrian stamps have been on sale since 1953 (see E.P.S. No. 37, 1953). Their 
sale yields a surtax in aid of the reconstruction of the school, "It is by no- 
means usual for a country where the Catholics form the majority of the popula-- 
tion to issue stamps in aid of a Protestant school", says the Protestant Super- 
intendent's office in Vienna. People are particularly interested in possessing 
these stamps because the design on them shows the title-page of Luther's Bible. 


The site for the Protestant School in the Karlsplatz was given by the 
Emperor Franz Josef to the Protestants in 1860, shortly before the publication 
of the edict granting equal rights to Protestants in Austria. The school was 
completely burnt out in April 1945, shortly before the end of the war, 

E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY Theological Students Shine at Sport _ 


(Leipzig) - At the Karl Marx University, Leipzig, the university football competi- 
tion and trophy were won by the team of the Intheran Theological Faculty, against 

16 teams drawn from the various faculties and institutes, The theological students 
also won the award of honour awarded by the Principal of the Karl Marx University. 


The university champion in "throwing the club" was also a theological student. 
A theological student is president of the Football Committee at the Karl Marx 
University; he has been re-elected for three successive years to the committee of 
the university sports association. 


A pan-German sports festival for theological students is planned in Leipzig 
this autumn, There will be competitions in light athletics, in football, volley- 
ball, table-tennis and chess. E.P.S., Geneva 
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GE AVANY Special EKD Synod Receives Report on Churches in DDR 


(Berlin)’~ A committee of the all-German Synod of the Evangelical Church 

in Germany presented a long report to a special session of the synod in 
Berlin. The report described the present situation of the Protestant Church 
in the German Democratic Republic. It was received by the synod, which 
requested the Council of the EKD to use its contents in future negotiations 
with the East German Government (DDR). The Council of the EKD was requested 
to work for reduction of tension between Church and State in the German 
Democratic Republic. The full text of the committee's report reads: 


"The responsibility which the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(now meeting in Berlin) feels towards Protestants all over the world cbliges 
it to speak about the present situation of evangelical Christians in the German 
Democratic Republic. It does so because Christ entrusted all his followers with 
the task of preaching the gospel to all men. It does so because of the conflicts 
of conscience which disturb all those who have had to live for years in the midst 
of increasing contradiction between the commandments of God's word and what is 
expected of them as citizens of the German Democratic Republic. lt does so in 
the endeavour to promote peace based on freedom of conscience, and thus to 
remove the present tensions between Church and State. 


'The Constitution of the German Democratic Republic guarantees the Church 
freedom of belief and of conscience, freedom of religious observance, the right 
to administer its own affairs, power tc tax its members, a guarantee of its 
property and of state aid, protection of church festivals, permission to give 
religious instruction on the premises of the schools and to hold services and 
carry on pastoral work in hospitals, prisons and other public institutions. 
Thanks are due to the men and women in government who have seriously endeavoured 
to ensure that these rights are observed, and to others who have helped the 
Church to fulfil its task. After the conversation of June 10th 1953 with Premier 
Otto Grotewohl, the Pretestant churches in the German Democratic Republic 
ventured to hope that the main difficulties were removed and that the Church 
would be allowed the necessary scope for its work. 


"But very soon forces to which Christianitv is nothing but religious super- 
stition gained the upper hand; these people want to annul the protection granted 
to the Church iu the Constitution and thus to submit the Churcu vue again to 
heavy oppression, The difficulties to which this situation has given rise have 
constantly been brought by the Church before the state authorities, even to 
the Ministries and to the Council of Ministers, but without any improvement 
being effected. 


"Here again we draw attention to some of the greatest difficulties. The 
instruction given in schools in the German Democratic Republic tends more and more 
to be based on a dialectical and historical materialism which is atheistic, and 
Christian parents have no opportunity of protecting their own children from the 
spiritual difficulties which result. The Christian faith is often treated with 
contempt, and this situation is tolerated, encouraged and even abetted by the 

tate in schools and state educational institutions. Highly gifted children of 
Christian parents (especially if they are active in the Church) are often refused 
admission to secondary schools and universities, because they cannot accept the 
philosophy of Marxism. 
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"Mot least the training of theological students is complicated by the fact 
that many professorships in the theological faculties have been unoccupied for 
years, and that the seminaries indispensable for the carrying on of the Church 
have in many.cases been closed. Young Christians are threatened with all sorts 
of obstacles for their future, if they refuse to take part in the " Jugendweihe" 
(youth dedication ceremony of the statelor to make an affirmation which is against 
their conscience. Even future clergy and church workers are expected to make a 
formal statement, accepting this view of life. None of these practices is in 
accordance with article 41 of the Constitution which guarantees full liberty of 
faith and conscience. It also violates article 44, which guarantees the Church 
the right to give religious instruction on schocl premises - whereas very 
often in primary schools state measures make it very difficult or practically 
impossible to do so, and in secondary schools such instruction is prohibited. 


"Furthermore church activities outside the congregation, especially among 
youth, are dependent upon state decrees and special permits, or else forbidden 
altogether, The active members of the student movement and the Junge Gemeinde 
(church youth groups) are constantly open to suspicion and attack. For years 
the one and only Protestant paper for youth has been prohibited, no reason 
being given. Other church papers are forbidden from time to time, and their 
circulation is drastically restricted. Services and pastoral care in prisons, 
hospitals, old peoples' homes and other state institutions are restricted or- 
entirely prohibited. The missionary activity of the Church is limited or pro- 
hibited by the arbitrary interpretation of the regulations concerning the 
registration of activities. This applies particularly to the closed zone (Sperr- 
gebiet). The protection of Sundays and holidays promised in article 16 of the 
Constitution is being infringed more and mose frequently. 


"Church institutions, and those of church origin like the famous Francke 
foundations in Halle (which were established through the faith of August 
Hermann Francke) are dissolved and taken away from the Church, In spite of the 
requests and protests of the Church and its synods, it is impossible to hold 
services in these places or to carry on pastoral work. The Free German Trade 
Union Association, which is based on Marxism-Leninism, is trying to gain 
influence in the hospitals and institutions belonging to the Inner Mission, 
with the help of the labour-laws and through trade-union leaders. These leaders 
have to follow its instructions. They are appointed by the association, or 
erected solely by workers and employees who are organised in the association, 
and who threaten (through their considerable influence) to destroy the work’ 
of Christian charity undertaken in responsibility to the Lord of the Church. 
Representations from groups of workers appointed by the Church are forbidden 
by law. 


"The Church's right to levy church taxes (guaranteed in the Constitution) 
is restricted by the fact that the Church is not allowed to examine state 
documents relative to taxation (although this right was cuaranteed in article 
45), Through a decree passed by the Minister of Justice, church taxes are even 
made non-compulsory. Thus they are given the same legal status as a gambler's 
debt. The public contributions of the state and cf parishes to the Church 
(based on the law, or on special agreements or legal rights), which are guaran-— 
teed until rescinded by law, are not paid in full. The number of public collect- 
sons for the Church, and their size, are being more and more restricted. Collect- 
ions of small customary payments is hindered, and this applies to pastoral care, 
Christian instruction or membership fees in small voluntary church groups. This 


a je 
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prevents the members of the Protestant Church from making sacrifices in the Church's 
favour, All this is in contravention of the bases of article 41 ff of the Consti- 
tution cf the German Democratic Republic. 


"Hand in hand with these violations of the Constitution go a multitude of 


- measures which aré~intolerable for the Church: the arrest of Christians, who 


speak their minds openly when challenged at meetings of the National Front and 
other organisations; the smashing of the station mission; the restrictions on 
church building (which is almost completely at a standstill); the almest complete 
exclusion of church applications in the distribution of permits for building 
projects; the demolition of the Ulrich church in Wagdeburg; the refusal to grant 
state permits for purchasing sites for church work; the refusal to grant removal 
costs, residence allowances and travel permits to church dignitaries; the obstacles 
40 the transfer of donations to churches in the German Democratic Republic. The 
Church finds espécially burdensome the attempt to compel church dignitaries, 
workers and members to report to the organs of state security. 


"The impression that the Church is being deliberately repressed and wrenged 
according te a definite plan becomes more and more conclusive. This raises ques- 
tions cf fundamental importance in the relations between Church and State, Discus- 
sion of such questions might be salutary, if there were freedom to seek a solution 
which accorded due rights to all our citizens, including the Christian majority. 

But if this freedom does not exist, if the press, the cinema and the state machin- 
ery and state organisations are all employed solely for the furtherance of the 
materialistic-atheistic view of life, then it is no longer possible to reach an 
honourable understanding. ilany people are deeply involved in conflicts of conscience. 
The seeds of fear and mistrust are again being sown, and this is destroying the con- 
fidence in the government of still more Christians. 


"'At a time when the world powers are seeking a way to intemational co-exist- 
ence in peace and freedom, so that the world may not again be submerged in blood 
and tears, the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany demands that the Pro- 
testants in the German Democratic Republic may also be granted peace and freedom 
to carry out their task." 


"God's Word is not Bound" 
The Synod of the EKD passed this further theological declaration: 


"We confess the Gospel to be the joyful message of the Lord and Saviour, 
to whom the world accorded no place but the manger and the Cross, but who gives 
us the opportunity to thank and serve him before God's countenance, because he 
was crucified for us and rose again. 


"As the omnipotent and merciful Word of Ged, the Gospel creates a place for 
itself on earth, which it does not owe to us men, and which it holds even in spite 
of us. 


"The Church lives by the Gospel, which is constantly springing up afresh within 
the Church; the Gospel wills that the Church should preach it and bear witness of 
it to the world in word and deed. 


Whether it recognises it or not, the world lives because the Gospel has a 
place in it and is preached until the day when the Lord of the Gospel shall reveal 
God's Kingdom and manifest himself in His glory. 
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"In gratitude for this Gospel, which creates a place for itself and bestows- 
so much, the Synod of the EKD declares in face of special difficulties and temp- 
tations in Eastern and Western Germany: 


"The Gospel calls the Church to repent, where it imagines that God's Word 
is at its disposal, by its office, its liturgy, its dogma or its policy, instead 
of serving His Word in all these ways. 


'The Gospel gives the Church the assurance that God's Word sets it free, 
even when it is hindered in its work or persecuted. 


The Gospel cannot be identified with any view of life, whether Western or 
Eastern; the Gospel calls both the idealist and the materialist, the religious 
man and the atheist to faith in the Living God. 


'The Gospel knows no Tron Curtain; it calls people on both sides Gian 
barriers to live together under the mercy of God. 


'The Gospel liberates us, to make use of the reason given us by the Creator 
for scientific research, education, and the technical harnessing of the forces 
which God has placed within His creation. 


'The Gospel forbids us to idolize science, to sacrifice human beings to 
scientific progress and misuse them in order to prepare weapons of mass destruc. 
tion, which cannot be sanctified by any purpose. 


"The Gospel liberates us selfish men for a new life with our fellow-men; it 
makes us seek for just and human forms of co-existence in the social and economic 
spheres. 


"The Gospel opposes every attempt to assert that any human order of society 
is absolute, and every attempt to maintain it by force as the ultimate goal of 
humanity. 


"The Gospel gives that reunion with God which makes us ready for reunion with 
men, by liberating us from selfishness, hatred and fear and filling us with the 
love of Christ. 


"The Gospel does not exist in order to create political reunion for the 
German people; but it opens our ears to the cry of those who suffer from Germany's 
division, and gives us freedom to pray for the removal of that division, by the Lord's 
grace, to work for it, and to refrain from everything that prevents it. 


"The Gospel places the state under God's gracious governance; we know that 
to be true and valid, quite apart from the power of the state or its political 
form. 


"The Gospel liberates us to say "no! in faith to every totalitarian claim 
made by human powers, to make up the cause of those who have lost their rights, 
and to suffer rather than obey laws and ordinances which are contrary to God's 
will. 


' hile finding consolation in the freedom of God's Word, we beg all to recog~ 
nise its benefits and not te attempt in vain to obstruct it, Curveiyi.us OC ULy 
to adapt it to their own purposes. 


je beg the state authorities not to refuse the Church the space which it 
needs in order to preach the Gospel to all and in public, to instruct youth in 
the truth, and to bear loving service to all in bodily or spiritual need. 


"The Gospel is the great hope which comes from God, that the last word in 
heaven and on earth rests with the Coming Lord. 


"God's Word is not bound." E.P.5e, Geneva 
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World Gouncil Summer Meetings Begin 


More than 250 church men and women — clergy and lay - from many parts of the 
world are taking part in committee meetings of the ‘orld Council of Churches at 
Herrenalb, Germany, in the Black Forest, from July 15 to July 25. Many of the 
committees will review the work done by various divisions anddpartments of the 
Council in preparation for the WCC Central Committee meeting near Matrahaza, 
Hungary, from July 28 to August 5. 


Prominent among the meetings at Herrenalb will be the tenth anniversary 
observance of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint 
agency of the world Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 
The CCIA Executive Committee will meet from July 22 to July 25. It will consider 
such concerns as international peace, human rights and religious liberty, and 
economic and social development. 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches will meet in Vienna, 
Austria, from July 26 to July 27, at Ritteasaal, Herrengasse 13. The meeting of 
the 90-member Central Committee begins at Galyateto near Matrahaza, Hungary, on 
the evening of July 28. 


World Council of Churches officials announce that in addition to the member 
churches represented on the Central Committee, it is expected that there will be 
representatives from other member churches such as the Hungarian Imtheran Church 
in Rumania, the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Silesia (Czecho- 
slovakia), the Reformed Church of Rumania, the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession in Poland, the Reformed Church in Slovakia, and the Church of China 
~ Anglican - (see page 4). 


Official representation at the meeting of the World Council in Hungary, includ+ 
ing consultants and staff, is 147, Main themes for the Central Committee meeting 
are 'Proselytism and Religious liberty" and "The Churches and the Building of a 
Responsible International Order". E.P.S«, Geneva 
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East—ilest Churchmen's Meeting Hears Reports on Germany, Disarmament 


(Arnoldshain, Gérmany) - Three lines of approach toward the re-unification of 
Germany emerged from a meeting of churchmen from East and West Europe, Britain, 
and North America meeting at Arnoldshain, Germany, from July 9th to July 14th. 


Despite differences of opinion, the delegates in the grcup on "The Responsible 
Society in International Affairs" of the meeting called by the Division of Studies 
of the World Council of Churches were able to agree on certain approaches "for 
further exploration and action", Thirty of the sixty conference members were in 
this group and the report of their discussion was presented in plenary session on 
July 14, The conference will refer the reports to the WCC's Central Committee 
which meets next month in Hungary. 


The value of expanded contacts and consultation between churchmen from 
communities in tension was emphasised. "While aware of the danger of illusions ~- 
over any immediate political results from such meetings, we regard their develop- 
ment as a highly important task," the paper setting forth the conclusions of the 
study group said. 


"In this connection we call special attention to the very great importance- 
of maintaining the organisational and above all the spiritual unity of the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany. This unity acts as a bridge between the two parts of 
the country and also helps the member churches of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
to maintain their integrity and independence. Therefore, the two governments 
concerned should allow full freedom to the Evangelical Church in Germany to ful- 
fil these vital functions." 


A second line of approach suggested by the churchmen is "the effort to promote 
the wider recognition and observance of essential human rights', as stated in the 
United Nations Charter and Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and emphasised 
in the report of the 1954 Assembly of the world Council of Churches. 


These rights, the document declared, include the right to free elections, 
"for the pre-conditions and assurance of which international agreement should be 
scught on provision of impartial international supervision." 


"Steps tcwards the genuine recognition and safeguarding of essential freedoms 
would be a major contribution to the relaxation of tensions and the promotion of 
justice. They would create ccnditions for a solution to the German question." 


The third approach suggested by the delegates was that "at the level of 
political settlement, it seems to us clear that the aim of German re-unification 
must take fully into account the claims of the larger communities affected by ae, 
the European community and the nascent world community represented by the U. N.! 


Towards this end delegates said legitimate interest of these communities in 
safeguarding international peace and secutity might be protected by a peace treaty, 
"providing for German unification, reinforced with measures for trustworthy inter- 
national supervision in regard to military power." 


Nuclear Experiments Should Be Banned 


"The view was expressed and generally supported that experiments with nuclear 
weapons of mass destruction should be banned" and "it was felt that the United 
Nations should insistently work for an agreement on cessation of such experiments 
in the interest of all peoples, and tlt the churches should continue to press for 
such action", said the summary statement of the International Affairs group. 
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It is the responsibility of the churches "to press upon sovernments and 
peoples the urgency of the situation," the moral necessity of directing human and 
material resources toward constructive ends, and full cooperation to promote inter- 
national order characterised by justice and freedom, the statement said. 


Freedom of communication and the free exchange of persons end ideas were 
called "significant pre-conditions for the reduction of armaments". The necessity 
for finding ways in which "warning can be given if any nation is bent upon an 
aggressive act" was brought out in the paper. 


The "open society", as put forth by various speakers from both East and \est, 
was said to require in domestic society “access by all people to reliable informa- 
tion, freedom to commend or to criticise governmental policy, the right freely to 
elect their government, and the self-discipline which will safeguard against 
arbitrary or aggressive international behaviour." 


"From the international standpoint, the open society means that each nation 
shall have reasonably complete information about the actions of other nations on 
areas which affect its legitimate interests." 


On the technical aspects of disarmament, the group made reference to the 
fact that any adequate system must take account of "strategic bases or advanced 
positions which a nation has on foreign soil as well as the eccmomic potential 
which it could direct to military uses." 


Church and Social, Economic Problems 


The more than 30 members of the group on "Christian Responsibility for living 
Together in International, Social and Eccnomic Relations" in the report of their 
discussion warned that the fact that "all sccial systems in the countries from 
which we come are in 2 state of flux must make the Christian wary of all the old 
economic and social battle lines." 


'The group vigorously discussed the question of the Christian witness in the 
situation of a communist state," says the report, They came to fairly general 
agreement that "the communist state by definition has to be resisted. It represents 
the ideologising of the political function and the complete subjection of the 
human spirit." 


Discussing a further point made by the group on social questions, Pastor 
Johannes Hamel of East Germany said the could not associate himself with the idea 
that "the Christian must say a clear 'No' to the communist state before he can 
begin to recognise the positive aspects within the communist achievement", He 
said that Christians in communist countries had to be positive from the beginning 
in their dealings with the government. "We are living in our situation in a time 
of grace as well as a time of judgment", Pastor Hamel said. He appealed for the 
church to try to help the Marxists as fellow-men while making clear the differences 
that exist between the church and the government, 


Christians who live under favourable economic conditions must "express in 
action their common humanity with all oppressed and suffering people", the report 
stated. "They must be willing, for example, to pay higher taxes so that their 
gevernments can make their equitable contributions through loans and grants for 
economic development elsewhere; and to support those economic policies of their 
own countries which will bring about closer international cooperation and a 
balanced development of other countries." They should urge that assistance "be 
given without strings". 
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It was agreed that the "tendency in the churches to break away from their 
middle class prejudices and to show solidarity with the workers in the industrial 
world has not gone far enough", 


IntGets MO a) SauLgiac uO Christian view to want to improve human relations 
‘ip 


in industry simply in order to impreve production," according to the group. 
Delegates from both East and West expressed appreciation for the opportunity 
to meet and discuss together their problems. Recommendations made in the plenary 
session will be added to the report of the two groups before final proposals are 
made to the Central Committee of the Werld Council of Churches which meets near 


Matrahaza, Hungary, from July 28 to August 5. HePede, Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Chinese Bishop Visits England 


(London) - For the first time since the Chinese revolution of 1949, a Bishop of 
the "Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui" (Holy Catholic Church of China), Anglican, has come 
+o a country in the iJest. The Right Rev. Kwong Hsun Ting, Bishop of Chekiang, has 
arrived in London to take part in the Lambeth Consultative Council, which is a 
representative group of Anglican bishops from all over the world whose task is 

to prepare the agenda for the Lambeth Conference in LO5Gi S66 Pe Pee NO 25) 
Bishop Ting-was a secretary of the World's Student Christian Federation in Geneva 
in the post-war years. He returned to China where be became Bishop of the Province 
of Chekiang and vice-principal of the Nanking Theological Seminary, This is one 

of four inter-denominational seminaries in the Chinese People's Republic. 


Bishop Ting spoke appreciatively of the prayers that had been offer<d for 
Christians in China by many people in the West, and said that they should also 
give thanks for the added strength that has been given to the Chinese Church. 
The Bishop said that for Chinese Christians the great changes that have taken 
place are not to be regarded merely as a change of dynasty; they have produced a 
profound moral revolution, and can only be thought of as part of the purpose of 
God. 


Bishop Ting described the spiritual significance of the "Three Self—Movement" 
(self-support, self-government and self-propagation) which has transformed the 
life of the Chinese Church. As they learned to do without missionary aid, and as 
the old crutches were withdrawn, the Chinese Christians experienced in a new way 
what it means to rely upon God's power alone. 


At one of his meetings Bishop Ting was asked if he would be ‘coming to the 
Lambeth Conference in 1958. He replied that if conditions remained favourable 
he had every hope that in 1958 the whole Chinese Hcuse of Bishops (there are £7) 
would be able to attend. 


After his stay in England Bishop Ting will attend the meeting of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches in Hungary in August. H.P.S., Geneva 


GREECE 5 Inter-Church Aid for Earthquake Victims 


(Athens) - Following the earthquakes on the island of Santorini in the Aegean 
Sea on July 9, Professor H. Alivisatos and Mrs. Peter Kruger, representing the 
World Council of Churches, went immediately to the scene of the disaster to 
administer relief. They have delivered 5000 pounds of butter and 10,000 pounds 
ef cheese from Church orld Service, USA, supplies, from Athens warehouses. Mrs. 
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Kruger is a representative for material aid of the WCC and CWS in Greece and 
Professor Alivisatos is chairman of the inter-church aid committee of the Synod 
of the Church ,of Greece. 


Professor Alivisatos has made an urgent request for fifty tents to be used as 
temporary churches and centres for earthquake victims. Churches have been asked 
to cable the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, World Council 
of Churches, Geneva, if they are able to help with the emergency request for tents. 


Fifty-three people, mostly mothers and their children, were killed in the 
earthquake, according to the early reports. The island has an area of a little 
over 20 square miles and a population of 9000. A large proportion of the people 
are homeless. Great destruction was also reported from the islands of Syros and 
Kalymnos. Mir. John D. Metzler, material aid secretary of the WCC Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, was present in Greece at the time of the disaster and helped to 
expedite distribution of supplies. 


Medical supplies, bedding, and tents are also being supplied by the Greek 


government. The big cathedral at Thira is reported 90 per cent destroyed. 
H.P.Se, Geneva 


The World YWCA Executive Meets 


The first full session of the Ececutive Committee elected by the World YWCA 
Council last September, took place at Crét-Bérard, Switzerland, from July 1st to 
duly 14th, 1956, under the chairmanship of the new president, the Hon. Isabel G, 
Cattc of Great Britain. | 


Emphasis was placed on work with national associations in connection with the 
revised Constitution of the World YWCA, 


Reports were presented on the development of Ilutual Service Programme, refugee 
work and the responsibilities in the consultative relationship with the United 
Nations am its specialised agencies. 


Consultations and seminars in the field of social and international affairs, 
leadership training, and ecumenical training are planned. The first of these will 
be a seminar to take place in New Delhi in November in connection with the General 
Assembly of UNESCO. A Membership Conference will be held in Greece in 1958, and a 


Consultation for Leaders of Yonger Girls! Work somewhere in Europe in 1957. 
HePeSe, Geneva 


SVWIT ZERLAND Doctorate Awarded for Study of Christian=-Communist Encounter 


The theological faculty of the University of Geneva has conferred the degree 
of Doctor of Theology on Robert Tobias, Indianapolis, Indiana, a former World 
Council of Churches staff member. 


Dr. Tobias is the first American to receive a doctorate in ecumenical studies 
conferred by the theological faculty of the University of Geneva. He did his work 
under the direction of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey which 
is associated with the University of Geneva. He is director of the Department of 
Ecumenical Service of the Council on Christian Unity, Disciples of Christ. 


His thesis on "Communist—Christian Encounter in East Europe" grew in part from 
his experiences working in Eastern European countries while a member of the staff 
of the WCG's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. E.P.5., Geneva 
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BUIGARTIA Churches Being Rebuilt 


According to Sofia Radio another seven churches will be censtructed in 
Bulgaria this year, Work is also underway on the restoration of manasteries con- 
nected with the historic past of the Bulgarian people. To this end, the state has 


allocated the necessary funds to the Holy Synod. BePede, Geneva 
POLAND Better Provision for Churches beyond the Oder 


(‘Jarsaw) - Church authorities in Warsaw are taking steps to improve the situation 
of German Protestant congregations to the Hast of the Oder. Pastor 2. Wichelis, 
Prises of the Warsaw Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession fa 
Poland, has been charged with the oversight of the German-speaking Protestants in 
this area. Acting on behalf of the Church authorities, Pastor Michelis called 

a meeting of representatives of all 17 parishes in the Waldenburg district, After 
divine Service in German, a Committee for Silesia was formed. 


The Committee's first step was to allocate a church to a congregation in 


Breslau which has been hampered in its work by lack of space. B.P.oe, Geneva 
UrsdedeRe First Signs of Life from German Mennonites in Russia 


Hundreds of letters have recently been sent by German Mennonites in the USSR 
to their relatives in North and South America and Germany. In some cases this is 
the first time that news has been received for thirty years, declared Professor 
Harold Bender, Dean of the Faculty of Theology of the Mennonite Collge of Goshen 
(Indiana, USA). 


The letters are from Siberia, Central Asia and East Russia. In some cases 
photographs of large families are enclosed. They reveal that divine services and 
parish meetings are being held with addresses in German and Russian, One of the 
letters says that young men are preaching at the services and that there have 


been "numerous revivals". HePeds, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Death of Dr. Walter Van Kirk 


(New York) - The Rev. Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk, executive director of the Depart- 
ment of International Affairs of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the USA., died suddenly of a heart attack on July 6. 


Dr. Van Kirk was scheduled to fly to Europe to take part in a meeting on the 
Responsible Society in National and International Affairs, sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches, at Arnoldshain, Germany from July 9-14 (see page 1, EPS). He 
was also to attend the tenth anniversary celebration of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs at Herrenalb, Germany from July 22-25, Dr. Van 
Kirk was present at the meeting in Cambridge, England, in 1946 when the CCIA was 
founded and was secretary of that conference. 


For more than 30 years Dr. Van Kirk was administrative head dealing with 
international affairs, first in the Federal Council of Churches from 1925 to 1950, 
and in the National Council from its creation in 1951 until his death. He was a 
member of a nine-man deputation that went from the U.S. to the Soviet Union in 
March and shared in conversation with the Russian churchmen who visited the U.S. 
in June. 
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: 


Dr. Van Kirk, a Methodist, was instrumental in the formation of the Commission 
on 2 Just and Durable Peace which helped mobilise Christian opinion for a world 


erganisation, He was prominent in many ecumenical conferences. BePeoOe, Geneva 
Usd «dele Film on Visit of National Council Delegation Released 


A film on the visit cf the Soviet Union of a nine-man delegation from the. * i> 
USA National Council of Churches last March (soo BePras No. 13/14) has been releas- 


ed to Russian cinemas, the Moscow Radio reported. HePede, Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM S.A. ilorrison Dies Suddenly 


The death is announced in London of Mr. S.A. Morrison, secretary of the Kenya 
Christian Council. A colleague in Geneva writes: 


"A lay missionary, S.A. Morrison served the Church ilissionary Society for a 
quarter of a century in Egypt. 


"His deep concern for human suffering and his special awareness of the politi- 
cal implications of unrelieved misery made him a champion of the Arab refugees 
from the beginning of this unhappy problem. Vhen at the first Beirut -Conference 
in 1951 it was decided to appoint an Executive Secretary to the Near-East Christian 
Council Refugee Committee he was a natural choice. He threw himself into his new 
task with missionary zeal and accomplished a remarkable task of coordinating and 
developing Christian relief programmes amongst the refugees. He resigned in 1954 
and contemplated retirement. The new challenge however of the interned Mau Mau in 
Kenya presented itself to him and it was characteristic of 'Sam! Morrison that he 
responded to it at once. He will be greatly missed from the new task that he had 
undertaken so auspiciously. 


"An antive Commissioner of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, he had a keen insight into underlying political implications of any task 
he undertook and a deep sense of Christian responsibility towards them. 


Mr. Morrison's book "Middle Fast Survey" revealed his grasp of the political 


and communal problems of the Middle Hast, E.P.Se, Geneva 
ICELAND 900th Anniversary of the Church 


(Reykjavik) ~ lutheran Bishop Asmundar Gudmundsson of Iceland laid the corner- 
stone for a new Llutherar cathedral at Skalholt, historic town near Reykjavik. 


The ceremony marked the 900th anniversary of the consecration in 1056 of 
Iceland's first bishop, Isleifur Gissurarson. Attending the rites were Lutheran 
prelates from Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Finland. 


Bishop Gudmundsson now resides in Reykjavik but it has been proposed that he 
transfer to Skalholt when the new cathedral is completed, The new cathedral will 
be similar in style to those common at the time Bishop Gissurarson lived. 

H.P.5S., Geneva 
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The International Review of Missions 


The articles in the last number of "The International Review of lliissions" 
(No. 179), the quarterly organ of the Intemational Missionary Council, are 
mainly devoted to the continent of Africa. The Rev. J.W.C. Dougall, general 
secretary of the Foreign Mission Committee of the Church of Scotland, writes on 
the acute problem of separatist churches in the dark continent. The second 
problem, no less acute in its direct effects, is that of Christian marriage in - 
Africa today; this is dealt with by the Rev, Ernest Gray, a missionary in Nyasa= 
jand with the Churches of Christ Mission. The Rev. Paul D. Fueter, principal of 
the Unitas Fratrum-Bible School of the African iloravian Church in Tanganyika, 
reports on the All-Africa Lutheran Conference held at Marangu in 1955. 


Dr, Stanley G. Browne, F.R.C.S., who is in charge of the Baptist Missionary 
Society's medical work in the Yakusa area of the Belgian Congo, writes on the 
problems confronting medical missions. 


Articles of a more general nature deal with the growth of the lutheran 
Church in New Guinea, the problem of adaptation and communication, and the use 
of visual aids in communicating the Gospel. 


The Rev. John Foster, Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the University 
of Glasgow, reports on the discovery of a gravestone in the city of Yang-chou, 
20 miles north of the Yangtze, which dates back almost to the time of Marco Polo. 
On the stone is engraved a Virgin and Child, and three pictures of the martyrdom 
of St. Catherine of Alexandria. EHePede, Geneva 


The aim of the Ectmenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


\ovements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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CHINA Gustav Nystrom on Impressions of China 


The formér Swedish missionary in China, Gustav lystrdém, on his return from 
a six weeks! journey in that country, has published a number or articles in the 
weekly magazine of the Mission Covenant Church, "Svensk Veckotidning", giving his 
impressions of the journey. Nystrém is the first former missionary in China to 
visit the country again since the new Rule. Together with the representative of 
the World Council of Churches, Bishop Rajah B. Manikam, he attended a big church - 
conference in Peking. In his report on this conference he contradicts the allega- 
tion that the various Christian denominations have been compelled tc form a united 
Church, The 70 church bodies still have their own organisations and their special 
characteristics, but the conference in Peking was convened by a joint committee 
for cooperation whose purpose is to help the Christian groups to attain greater 
unity and to become independent Chinese Churches. 


Gustav Nystrom had the opportunity to visit the former Swedish mission field 
around Wuchang and found that none of the Chinese ministers or evangelists who 
had worked in connection with the Swedish mission there had been either imprisoned 
or killed. He spoke with a number of Chinese churchmen, whom he had known formerly, 
and had the impression that they were well content with the working conditions of 
the Church. With regard to daily life he noted a tendency towards a higher standard 
of living, though there was a certain amount of rationing and also unemployment 
in some places. 


Gustav Nystrom also visited the colleges in Peking and Nanking, two of the 
theological schools which are joint institutions for eleven churches, He reports 
that all teaching is common to the various denominations except Dogmatics, liturgy, 
and similar subjects,where each church is responsible for its special instruction. 
Apparently there is no shortage of new theological students. There had been 180 
applicants for theological training for the Anelican Church, although only 30 
were needed. 


During his stay in China, Gustav Nystrom had the opportunity to meet the 
Chinese Minister of Foreign Affairs, Chou-en-Lai; whom he also met last year when 
he was in China as interpreter for the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
lir, Dag Hammarskj6ld, In a lecture in Stockholm the former missionary quoted a 
statement by Chou-en-Lai regarding religious liberty in Chinas "The Constitution 
guarantees freedom of religious confession. But when the economic standard becomes 
sufficiently high, people will not need religion any longer." 


Mr. Nystrom stresses the fact that in his opinion there will never be any 
question of mission work in China being resumed in the same way as previously. 
The Christians in China wish to be considered the Church of China and want to be 
in charge of evangelistic work themselves. But they want to have fellowship with 
the churches in other countries; and ir. Nystrém calls upon the churches to 
establish contact with the Christians in China as widely as possible, and to 


strengthen them by their intercession. E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Room for the Gospel in East and West 


(Berlin) - At a specially convened session of the All-German Synod of the Evangel- 
ical Church in Germany (see E.P.S. No, By). one-of the main addresses on the 
general theme of the Synod was given by General-Superintendent Dr. Gunther Jacob 
of Cottbus. It was entitled "Room for the Gospel in East and West", The speaker 
warned the West against developing a crusade-mentality: "Talk about the Christian 
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Civilisation of the West and the cultivation of a crusade-mentality can only leave 
a bad taste in the mouth, in view of the terrible decline of Christian standards 
there." 


Dr. Jacob described the Marxist-Leninist view of religion and of the Church. 
which regarded Christianity with contempt as "unscientific superstition", The 
speaker expressed his regret that during the last few years the literature which 
had appeared in the East had been only a "caricature of the truth of Protestant- 
ism distorted by the guilt of Christendom"; at the best it allowed the Church 
opportunity to hold divine worship. Dr. Jacob explained, "The Gospel, the good 
news of the incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ, cannot be 
restricted, either in public worship or in personal faith", Its concern was not the 
individual believer but the true community of Christ's people, which must be 
realised in divine wership, in the witness of faith and in service. 


In this connection Dr. Jaccb explained that the Church must be very careful ~- 
not tc become a centre of political resistance. Western statements that the Christ- 
ian churches in the East formed the strongest bulwarks against communism were 
dangerously primitive, in his opinion. If political propaganda and state measures 
prevented the Church from preaching its message openly, its sufferings were the 
fulfilment of the biblical prophecies about suffering for Christ's sake. But this 
did not prevent the Church from telling the state what freedom it needed in order 
to carry out its task. Even a state which wanted complete control of every organ 
of publicity, in order to promote its own view of life, was still an "authority" - 
in the sense of the 13th chapter of the Epistle of the Romans. But in case of con- 
flict the Church and the individual Christian must have the courage to assert that 


“we must obey God rather than men", HeP.S., Geneva 
SPATN Developments in the Situation of the Protestants in Spain 


Three important new developments in the struggle for the freedom of religion 
in Spain have occurred in the last weeks: 


1) The various Protestant churches in Spain have sent a 6000 word statement 
to General Franco, clearly setting forth their hopes and their grievances. This 
fundamental document has not yet been available in full for publication. 


2) The second is a letter dated Jun 14th, which Cardinal Frings, Arch- 
bishop of Cologne, has sent to the Protestant Bishop of Berlin, D. Otto Dibelius, 
president of the Council of the EXD, in answer to the letter which Bishop Dibelius 
sent him in May requesting that he use his authority in favour of fair treatment 
for Spanish Protestants.*(The Cardinal's letter is published below.) 


3) The third development concerns the Union Theological Seminary in Madrid, 
which was closed last January by the police. It is now reported that the Spanish 
Governnent has put the whole question before the "Conferencia de lletropolitanos", 

i.e. the College of Bishops, which includes leading elements of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy in Spain. Earlier reports indicated that the arrangements suggested by 
the Ministry of National Education for the future operation of the Seminary had 
been considered by canon law jurists tc be incompatible with the 1953 Concordat 
between the Spanish state and the Holy See, 


(3 See Bvetive Die No. 21) 
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Cardinal Frings Replies to Bishop Dibelius 


"] thank you for your letter of May 15th 1956, which reached me in Cologne 
on the 19th. On theprevious day I had already read about your letter and its con- 
tents in the ptess. 


"Concerning its contents, I also deeply regret the difficulties which have 
arisen in Spain. But it is very difficult from here to get a clear picture of 
the background. Therefore I have not answered your letter before, because I have 
been trying to glean certain infcrmation first. But one thing seems certain: we 
have here to do with measures. taken by the Spanish Government, measures which 
are not in any way due to the remonstrances of the Spanish Bishopsor to any monastic 
order or to other competent church authorities. 


"It has been officially denied that the Spanish Episcopate has protested to 
the Government against the reopening of the Seminary, drawing attention to the 
articles of the Spanish Concordat relating to schools and colleges. Furthermore, 
4% has been stated that the Catholic Church in Spain does not, in principle, 
dispute the right of the Spanish Protestants to train their clergy on the spot. 
On the other hand it is difficult to p2rceive what made the Spanish Government 
decide to take these measures, and to what extent infringements of the law by the 
Seminary administration have played a part in the decision of the Government. The 
Catholic paper "Orientierung" (published in Zurich) sent a representative to Spain 
in order to have a clearer view of the situation. His findings wére published in 
that paper on April 16th. I take the liberty of enclosing a copy. 


'The Information Department of the Church in Spain also states that the view 
expressed in your letter - that permission to print Pretestant editions of the 
Bible could only be granted by the Spanish Episcopate - is not in accordance with 
the facts. The censorship, which is applied to all newspapers, periodicals and 
books in Spain even if published by the Catholic Church, is purely a governmental 
measure, executed without the ccllaboration of the Church. Competent Catholic 
circles in Spain have frequently protested against this government censorship. In 
this matter also it is difficult to perceive why the Government decided to take 
this action. As the edition of Protestant Bibles which was confiscated ran into 
about 35,000 copies - i.e. more than the total number of Protestants in Spain - 
this seems to indicate that they were not intended for "the use of Spanish Protest= 
ants". It would appear that illegality lies behind this case. 


"I do not venture to suppose that I have any influence on the Spanish Govern- 
ment, but I long for the pacification of this situation in Spain. As I have said 
above, the Catholic Bishops in Spain, in any case, present no obstacle to this 
pacification, and the Hcly Father has emphasised "the religious convictions of 
these who think differently from ourselves" as one of the reasons why we must be 
tolerant. But I feel bound to say, from the impression that I have of the situa- 
tion, that the Spanish Protestants must also play their part in avoiding any 
action which might exacerbate the situation. 


"Peace between Catholics and Protestants is greatly to be prized on its own 
account, and it is even more essential in view of our common struggle against the 
materialism in our midst and against the menace of dialectical materialism, In my 
view this inter-confessional peace would be strengthened if you, my dear Bishop, 
would help to ensure that no further reproaches are levelled against the competent 
Catholic circles in Spain, accusing them of being responsible for these difficulties. 
These reproaches have caused a deterioration in the atmosphere between Catholics 
and Protestants in other countries more than in Germany." EePeSe, Geneva 
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Inter-Church Visits 


Archbishop Dorotheos, head of the Orthodox Church in Greece, will visit 
Yugoslavia early in September as the guest of Patriarch Vikentije of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church. The Belgrade radio announced that Archbishop Dorotheos would be 
accompanied by two metropolitans and other high-ranking dignitaries of the Greek 
Church. The visit will follow a similar one to Greece by Yugoslav Orthodox leaders. 
(see E.P.S. No. 41, 1955). 


The Netherlands Refcrmed Church has accepted an invitation to send a three- 
man delegation for a two-week visit to Hungary this summer, it was announced in 
Budapest. They will be guests of the Hungarian Reformed Church. The announcement 
said the visitors will arrive at the end of August. It did not give their names. 
The Dutch delegation will reciprocate a visit made to the Netherlands in 1954 by 
Bishop Albert Bereczky and Dean Laszlo Pap of the Hungarian Reformed Church. 


Twenty-seven members of the Congregational Christian Churches in the USA will 
leave on June 30th for a six-week study tour of Hurope, including Russia, according 
to the Rev, Herman F, Reissig of New York, international relations secretary of 
the denomination's Council for Social Action. Mr. Reissig said that the group will 
spend at least ten days behind the Iron Curtain. 


Syrian Orthodox Bishop Niphon Saba, Metropolitan of Zakhle, Lebanon, has 
arrived in Moscow for a visit to the Soviet Union as the guest of Patriarch Alexius, 
the Moscow Radio reports. The bishop arrived by plane from China where he toured 


the country at the invitation of the Chinese "peace committee". HePeoe, Geneva 
RATE. 10h, Coptic Holy Synod Votes tc Reinstate Deposed Patriarch 


(Cairo) - The Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church voted here to reinstate 
Patriarch Amba Youssab II as spiritual leader of the 6 million Copts in Egypt, 
Ethiopia, and other countries. 


The patriarch was relieved of his duties as church head by the Egyptian govern- 
ment late last September after bishops of the Synod, backed by the lay Coptic 
Community Council, voted to depose him. Since then he has been living in retire- 
ment at a desert monastery in Upper Egypt. Immediately following the Synod's action, 
Patriarch Amba returned to Cairo, 


Patriarch Amba has been criticized for several years by Coptic lay leaders and 
a number of priests and bishops who demanded a reform of the Church administration. 
The patriarch and a group of the hierarchy had rejected these demands, The patriarch 
was the first holder of the office to be deposed since the Church was founded in 451. 
EePeSe, Geneva 


UNITED STATES UELC Seminary to Affiliate with ALC Theological School 


(Cedar Falls, Iowa) - Delegates to the annual meeting of the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church voted to affiliate Trinity Seminary at Blair, Nebraska, with the 
American Lutheran Church's Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa. The 
affiliation, which will become effective on September lst, 1956, was designated 
for a period of four years. . 


This action came on the heels of final approval by the delegates of a proposed 
merger in 1960 of the UELC with the American Iutheran and the Evangelical Iutheran 
Churches (see also H.P.S. No 26). 
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The principles for affiliating the seminaries were worked out by the Boards 
of Education of the two churches involved. They provide that the UELC shall be 
represented at Wartburg Seminary by a Trinity professor and that it shall have 


two consultative members on Jartburg's Board of Regents, BePeSe, Geneva 
UeseSeRe ' Ural Cathedrals Being Restored 


(Moscow) - A number of ancient cathedrals and churches in the Ural Mountain region 
are being restored with funds provided by the Soviet government, the hioscow Radio 
reports. 


The station said the monuments include the cathedrals in Solikamsk, Cherdyn 
and Troitsky, and the Nikolskaya church in Nyrob, which dates back to the 17th 
century. E.eP.o., Geneva 


SWED EN ¥.M.C.A. Initiates Exchange of Workers 


The YelM.C.A. in West Germany and Sweden has taken the initiative for an 
exchange of workers with a social~ethical as well as a religious emphasis. A 
beginning was made by an agreement between the Volkswagen factories in Germany 
and the Scania-Vabis factory in Sweden to exchange two workers every three months 
on the recommendation of the Y.M.C.A. The workers concerned receive the same pay 
and social benefits as the other workers in the factory which they visit and they 
are given an opportunity to work in various sections of the factory so that they 
may learn as much as possible. In their spare time they are to take part in the 
work of the local Y.M.C.A. and thus make a contribution towards mutual understand- 
ing in this sphere also. The plan is to extend this scheme so that a similar 
arrangement may be made between other concerns in Sweden and Germany. 

HePeSe, Geneva 


DENMARK Commentary on Intercommunion with Anglican Church 


Bishop H. Fuglsang-Damgaard, D.D., Copenhagen, in a statement in the monthly 
broadcast on the Danish radio called "Church Magazine", commented on the agree- 
ment about intercommunion between the Danish Iutheran.Church and the Church of 
England (see E.P.S. No.24). The Bishop described the agreement as a historical 
event of immense importance, It does not mean that the two Churches have abandoned 
their respective doctrines concerning Holy Communion, it was emphasised, however 
the fact that Christian brethren from different churches may meet at the Communion 
Table is the best possible basis for a really fruitful discussion on the divergent 
conceptions of Communion. To the question whether the closer connection between 
the Danish and the Anglican Churches has been endangered by the introduction of 
women clergy in the Danish National Church, the Bishop answered: "AG a certain 
time it might have seemed as if the question of women clergy could become an 
obstacle in the way of a closer cooperation between the two churches. Fortunately, 
it has not proved a hindrance for intercommunion." BeP.S., Geneva 
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UNITED SPATES Baptists Ask End of H-Bomb Tests 


(Seattle, Wash.) - A resolution urging the United States government to abandon 
hydrogen bomb tests an the Pacific was adopted by the American Baptist Convention 
at its annual meeting in Seattle. The resolution said the bomb testing was harm- 
ful to missionary work, dangerous to Japanese economy, had adverse effects on the 
Asiatic people, and posed a long-range threat to the human race. The Convention 
also approved continued exchanges between American and Soviet nationals and urged 


prayers for peace. BePeo-, Geneva 
HUNGARY Hungarian Ecumenical Council Supports Disarmament 


(Budapest) - A session of the Ecumenical Council of Churches of Hungary was held 
recently in the Reformed Theological Academy of Budapest; Bishop Albert Bereczky 
was in the chair. The meeting passed a resolution advocating the prohibition of 
atomic weapons,and the application of atomic energy to peaceful purposes. "Ne 
condemn war and reject the very idea of war", says the resolution. "We also con- 


demn the armaments race and demand general disarmament." HeP.5., Geneva 
NORWAY Youth Helps the Church 


(Oslo) - This summer 150 Norwegian students and grammar-school boys are planning 
to clear 5,000 hectares (12,350 acres) of forest; they will give the 30,000 kronen 
(21,540) which they earn to the Church for its work among youth. This will be 
sufficient for the Church to pay three youth secretaries for one year. The work 
also has an evangelistic purpose: on Sundays workers will attend services and 
meetings near places cf work in the Vinstra-Valley. 


This scheme is being organised for the second year by the Norwegian Student 
Christian Movement. In 1955 students and school-boys laid 1,100 metres of cable 
in a mountain district and earned 13,000 kronen (£670). E.P.S., Geneva 
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_ New Ecumenical Developments 


(Herrenalb, Germany) - The whole outreach of the World Council of Churches in 
Asia and Africa has been greatly intensified in the last two years, Dr. W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, told 250 - 
churchmen and women from many parts of the world at Herrenalb, Germany, on Sun- 
day, July 22nd. 


This was one of the important facts about the life of the World Council of 
Churches presented by Dr. Visser 't Hooft to the delegates who were present at 
Herrenalb from July 15 to 25 to attend committee meetings of the Council (see 
E.P.S. No, 29). 


Dr, Visser 't Hooft also stressed the importance of the discussions under- 
way between the International Missionary Council and the Werld Council of 
Churches ‘for some form of integration!, The joint committee of the two organi- 
sations meeting at Herrenalb, "discussed for the first time not ‘whether!’ but 
‘how! integration should take place," he said. 


"The matter is definitely on the agenda of both and the majority in each 
wants real results in the forseeable future," the general secretary commented. 


"'iiissions are at the centre of the ecumenical movement. We know how much 
we owe to the missionary movement historically and for its inspiration, It was 
not healthy that we have not yet really found each other in a deep and construc- 
tive way", said Dr. Visser 't Hooft, "But now we feel that we have set our feet 
on the road of real integration", he said, The IMC and the ‘CC now have some 
joint staff members and a relationship in association with each other but separate 
headquarters and programmes are maintained by each. 


On the subject of the growth of church cooperation in Asia and Africa, Dr. 
Visser 't Hooft mentioned the study on rapid social change being conducted by 
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the Department of Church and Society of the Division of Studies of the World 
Council of Churches. For the first time, he said, Africans are acutally being 
brought into the centre of the movement. The new ecumenical structure for Asia 
will be discussed at a conference in Pragat, Sumatra, next April. 


The World Council's general secretary also commented on the WCC's Central 
Committee meeting which is to be held from July 28 to August 5 in Galyateto near 
Watrahaza, Hungary. 


'There have been certain questions concerning the rightness of this decision. 
we have the deep ccnviction that Christians in Eastern Europe need us and we need 
them, We will have contact there with churches which have been almost wholly cut 
off from the ecumenical movement," he said. 


"We do not go to Hungary to do anything except have a normal Central Committee 
meeting. The Jorld Council dces not change its colour because it changes its meet- 
ing place, It is the same ecumenical council", he said, stressing the fact that 
the Church transcends political divisions. 


In the growth of the orld Council of Churches and with its many different 
concerns in theology, social and economic life, and other realms, the Council must 
"keep a clear vision of what the mission of the Church is", he said. 


He emphasised the "renewal of the churches" and said that the ecumenical 
movement would have been "empty without the rediscovery of the Jord of God". 
E.P.Se, Geneva 


SPAIN Protestant Pastors Send Letter to General Franco -- 
Message from the Baptist World Alliance 


EPS has now received the text of a letter by the pastors of the Spanish 
Protestant Church to the Spanish chief of state, General Franco. The letter 
was signed in Madrid on the occasion of an extraordinary meeting of all Spanish 
pastors held on June 12, 13 and 14, 1956 (see also E.P.S. No, 28). The letter 
reads as follows: 


"Your Excellency, 


"The undersigned, representing all pastors of the Spanish Protestant Church, 
address to you the following appeal: 


"'OurChurch has done its utmost to work within the limits so far granted to 
the Spanish Protestants, continuing to preach the Gospel - a mission which we- 
have pursued in our country for almost a century. On several occasions we Pro- 
testants have appealed to you, as well as to the competent authorities, for an 
extension of our rights. Today we do not want to address a new request to Your 
Excellency but only to express our profound grief. 


"Wie have recently been attacked in public by persons of a high religious 
and ecclesiastic standing who speak therefore with the greatest authority. The 
Protestant movement to which our Church belongs is, as a consequence, in danger 
of appearing in the eyes of our compatriote, as a movement with a political 
character. This is obviously not at all the case. These attacks are all the more 
dangerois to us as they are of a personal nature, directed against isolated 
instances and belonging to another period, but they have the effect of distort- 
ing the meaning and the aim of our Church. 


~ 
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"On the other hand, as Spanish,citizens who submit voluntarily to the laws 
of our nation, we find ourselves prevented from refuting these accusations in 
public, Just as we are prepared to answer for our acts in front of a tribunal, 
so as Protestant believers we are responsible for the spiritual task which has 
been entrusted to us-and which we try to fulfil before Him who has called us and 
who ‘will judge the living and the dead’. 


"Wie regret that we have to bring these protests to your knowledge but the 
love of truth compels us to do so and we hope that Your Excellency will under- 
stand our reasons because we wish to appear before our compatriots as well as 
before foreigners, as Protestants true to the ‘Jord of God and dedicated to the 
proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


"Assuring you of our deepest respect, and with prayers to God to help you 
in the accomplishment of your task, we are..." 


The letter is signed by Dr. M. Gutierrez Marin (Barcelona), Humberto Capo 
(Palma de Mallorca), Elias Araujo (Madrid), Danile Vidal (Zaragosa), Samuel Capo 
(Barcelona), Gabriel Canellas (Reus), Antonio Jimenez (Cordoba), Francisco 
Manzanas (Alicante), Iuis Ruiz (Barcelona), Julian Perez (Jerez de la Frontera). 


». 


st 
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The Executive Committee of the Baptist World Alliance has sent a message 
to General Franco expressing "the regrets of our world-wide Baptist fellowship 
that the expectations created by the action of the Spanish Government with regard 
to the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Madrid have not been fulfilled," 


‘hen the Spanish Government removed the seals on the building", the message 
goes on to say, “we hoped that this action would be immediately followed by the 
reopening of the Seminary and the School to fulfil its functions. To our great 
regret we find that the Seminary and the School still remain closed, and we 
earnestly appeal to the Spanish Government to follow up its original action by 


permitting the Seminary and the School to resume their work,! EeP.S., Geneva 
COLOMBIA Further Attacks on Religious Freedom 


Under Article 53 of the Colombian Constitution, the State guarantees free- 
dom of conscience. This article provides that no one shall be molested on account 
of his religious beliefs nor shall anyone be compelled to profess beliefs or 
observe practices against his conscience. The Colombian Consul in Glasgow, Bermar- 
do Santa-Coloma, added in a public statement on June 18th, 1956 that freedom of 
worship was guaranteed in Colombia provided it is not contrary to Christian ethics 
or public law, Nevertheless E.P.S. receives regular reports from Colombia of the- 
closing of Protestant churches and chapels, of fines and imprisonment of Protes~ 
tants for minor offences or even without charges, and of confiscation of Bibles 
and choir books. On July 9th the News Service of the Evangelical Confederation 
of Colombia published a long list of new oppressive measures taken against Colom 
bian Protestants. 


In Magangué (Department of Bolivar) the state official for education refused 
a licence for a Protestant primary school even though a number of parents had 
specifically requested it. In Magangué only 36 per cent of the children can 
attend school due to lack of class rooms. As can be seen from the report of the 
Colombian Ministry of Education (Bogota) which appeared last year, the school 
situation in Colombia is anything but satisfactory and illiteracy is widespread. 


No. 30/31 - July 27th, 1956 eel 208 


Protestant circles in Colombia noted that the Government's attitude by no 
means corresponds to the Declaration of Human Rights, which Colombia ratified in - 
1948, The "cheap accusation" that the Protestants in Colombia are agents of inter- 
national Communism "has no foundation in fact and only serves as an excuse for 
the closing of 200 Protestant schools in the last eight years". 


Catholic circles, on the subject of Colombia, declare that the Protestants 
are active in regions reserved to their missions. (This refers to the 18 pre- 
dominantly agricultural districts of Colombia, totalling three quarters of the 
country, "where missionary activity of other religions (i.e. non-Catholic) or 
sects may not be conducted among (Colombian) nationals either in public or in 
private". Pastors of non-Catholic religions "may render their religious or educa- 
tional services only to foreigners who may be affiliated with their religion or 
sect, in the residence of those so affiliated or in private.') 


Catholic publications refer in this connection to the existing regulations, 
such as the Concordat of 1887 between Colombia and the Holy See, which is still 
in force today. 


Articles 12, 13 and 14 of the Concordat, as published by the Committee on 
Cooperation in Latin America of the Division of Fcereign Missions of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, state: 


(Art. 12) "In the universities, colleges, schools and other centres of 
learning, education and public instruction will be organised and directed in con- 
formity with the dogmas and morals of the Catholic religion. Religious instruc- 
tion will be obligatory in such centres, and the pious practices of the Catholic 
religion will be observed in them, " 


(Art. 13) "Consequently, in said centres of learning, the respective diocesan 
ordinaries by themselves, or by special delegates, will exercise the right of 
inspection and revision of textbooks... The government will prevent, in the con- 
duct of literary and scientific courses, and, in general, in all branches of 
instruction, the propagation of ideas contrary to Catholic dogma and to the respect 
and veneration due to the Church." 


(Art. 14) ‘In the event that the instruction in religion and morals, in 
spite of the orders and preventive measures of the Govemment, does not conform: 
to Catholic doctrine, the respective diocesan ordinary can restrain such profes- 
sors or masters of faculty from the teaching of such subjects." 


The voice of sister churches 


The 100th anniversary of the Protestant Church in Colombia (see E.P.S. No 24) 
prompted many Protestant churches in the world to express their solidarity with 
their brothers in faith in Colombia. 


The Executive Committee of the Baptist World Alliance issued a statement 
which has been given to the Colombian Government. It declares in part: "With a 
deep concern for the freedom of people of all religions and races, we appeal to 
the Colombian Goverment to do all in its power to establish and secure order 
and liberty for all." 


In Ireland the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church voted to protest 
to John Cardinal O'Alton, Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All-Ireland, against 
alleged mistreatment of Protestants in Colombia. The Irish Presbyterians will ask 
the Cardinal to'use his influence'with the Colombian authorities to offer better 
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treatment for Protestants. Copies of the resolution have been forwarded to the 
Papal nuncio in Dublin, the British Foreign Secretary and the diplomatic repre- 
sentative of Colombia in London. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada adopted a resolu- 
tion urging the Canadian Council of Churches "to confer with the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy -in-Canada" with regard to the situation in Colombia. If necessary a 
joint "on-the-spot" investigation should be made. 


In Switzerland the Synod of the Protestant Church of the Canton St. Gallen 
issued a statement on Colombia asking all "competent authorities to continue 


their efforts on behalf of the oppressed." E.P.oe, Geneva 
BOLIVIA | Measures against Intolerance 


(La Paz) - State authorities have informed the Roman Catholic Archbishop of 

Bolivia that in future all Catholics who attack Protestant communities in Bolivia 
will be prosecuted. At the same time the Archbishop has been requested to inform 
the Cathdlic organisations of the country to abstain from "every kind of manifesta-= 


tion of religious intolerance." E.Peos, Geneva 
FRANCE _ Iutheran Church Sends Message to Members Called up for Algeria 


(Montbéliard) - The General Synod of the lutheran Church of France meeting at 
Montbéliard on June 5th and 6th, has sent a personal message to its members 
called up for service in North Africa which states in part: 


Wie know the difficult and dangerous situation in which you find yourselves. 
We also think of your worries concerning your family, your parents, wife and 
children from whom you are separated. ie appeal to you to live as Christians with 
the confidence that, thanks to the mercy of God, you will not let yourselves be 
carried away to commit acts or to have sentiments which are the fruit of hate. 
Take up the arms of Christ, the Word of God and prayer, so that you are strengthen- 
ed in the fulfilment of your daily duty. We pray with you to God that He may en= 
lighten the peoples and the governments so that a solution of justice and peace 


may be found." BeP.Se, Geneva 
EGYPT Christian Missions Agree to Teach Islam to Moslems 


(Cairo) ~ The American Mission in Egypt, a United Presbyterian group, announced 
that its eleven schools will comply with the new Egyptian law which requires all 
Christian schools to teach the Islamic religion to their Moslem students (see EPS 
No. 23). The decision was announced after two secretaries of the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the United Presbyterian Church had conferred with government officials 
on the matter. The two United Presbyterian leaders were accompanied on their visits 
to the Egyptian officials by a number of Protestant mission directors in Egypt. 


The Egyptian Episcopal Church, which is taking over the activities of the 
Church of England Missionary Society in Egypt, announced that it is provi ding 
Islamic courses in three of its girls! schools where Moslems form 60 per cent of 
the student body. 


According to a Jesuit missionary spokesman in charge of many Catholic schools 
in Egypt, Catholic authorities have not yet reached any decision on the teaching 
of Islam. He said that they are hoping some solution of the problem can be worked 
out. with the government. EeP.5S., Geneva 
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AUST RALIA Anglican Primate Invited to China 


(ilelbourne) - The Most Rev. Howard W.K. Mowll, Primate of the Church of England 
in Australia, has been invited to visit China in September as the chaiman of a 
delegation from his Church. 


The invitation came from Bishop C.T. Chen, head of the Chung Hua Sheng Kung 
Hui (Church in China). Archbishop Mowll was a bishop of the Chinese Church for 


ten years before coming to Australia in 1933. E.P.S., Geneva 
NEW ZEALAND Churches Appoint Professor to Indonesian College 


Answering a request from the Indonesian Council of Churches, the National 
Council of Churches in New Zealand has announced the appointment of lir, Gibbon 
Brewster, li.A., to a Teacher Training University post in Salatiga, Central Java, 
Indonesia. Mr. Brewster will be in charge of the Economic Department of the 
College in Indosesia. 


"This appointment is of more than academic importance", said the Rev, Alan 
A. Brash, Secretary of the New Zealand Council of Churches, in making the announce- 
ment, "It is the first instance of the New Zealand churches appointing a fraternal 
worker at the invitation of the churches in Indonesia", E.P.5., Geneva 
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This Week's Issue 


4s a record of the main events and decisions during the CENTRAL COMMIPTEE MEETING 
of the World Council of Churches, at Galyateto, Hungary, from July 28-August 5-6 


The full text of some of the important statements issued during the meeting is 
also included. 


See ne alg le a 


World Council of Churches! General Secretary 


; Reports at Opening Session § 
(July 28th) - By acceptance of the invitation for its 90-member Central Committee 
to hold its annual meeting in Hungary, the World Council of Churches "showed once 
again that it lives its own life in complete independence from any particular 
political system or ideology and desires to render its witness in all parts of 
the world," Dr. W.A. Visser 't, Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, said at the opening session of the Committee in Galyatet®s,. 


In his general secretary's report, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, "At the same 
time we believe that the churches living under different systems can and must 
learn from each other. There is mutual correction in seeing ourselves as others 
see us, which is one of the most precious things in the ecumenical movement." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft spoke to more than 200 people including observers from 
churches not already represented in the World Council of Churches, consultants 
from fraternal bodies and divisional committees, guests, and staff. 


A large number of the delegates arrived by special buses from Vienna on 
Saturday afternoon, They were met at the frontier by Dean laszlo Pap of the Buda= 
pest Theological Academy (Reformed) and Bishop Lajos Vets, lutheran, Budapest, 
both Hungarian members of the Central Committee. 


Twenty-eight countries were represented by delegates to the Central Committee. 
They are: Australia, Canada, Ceylon, China, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Egypt, 
England, Finland, France, Germany, Gold Coast, Greece, Hungary, India, Indonesia, 
Ireland, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Rumania, Scotland, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United States. 


'Tf all of us remember that we may have a log in our eyes, we will be 
more humble in asking about the speck we seem to notice in the eye of our brothers 
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and we may in this way help to make sure that our own specks do not become logs," 
said Dr. Visser 't Hooft in his report. "That does not mean a general relativism 
with regard to the forms of political and social life." 


"herever we meet, we stand for certain fundamental truths concerning man as 
a creature of God and a brother for whom Christ died, concerning his right and 
duty to serve God and to witness in full freedom to the Lordship of Christ over 
all-aspects of life," he said, 


"One of our main themes in these days will be 'The Churches and the Building 
of a Responsible International Order" said Dr. Visser 't Hooft, "In this concept 
of the responsible society to which we are committed ever since our first Assembly, 
we proclaim together that society has a responsibility for the well being of its 
members, that every person in society has a right to participate as a responsible 
member in that society, and that society is not an aim in itself, but is respon- 
sible to God," ; 


Growth of the World Council 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft stressed the growth of the World Council of Churches in 
which 50 churches participated in the provisional organisation in 1946 and in 
which 162 Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches from some 47 nations are 
engaged today, 


Three churches will apply for membership in the World Council of Churches at 
the meeting now underway. They are the Baptist Church of Hungary, the Church of 
the Province of Central Africa (Anglican), and the La Plata Synod in South America 
(Lutheran), an autonomous church in Argentina and Paraguay which maintains contacts 
with the Evangelical Church in Germany. 


Several large churches which have so far not participated in the movement 
have recently shown that they are now desirous to enter into closer relations with 
it, the general secretary said, He also expressed the hope that many recently 
formed Shristian churches in Asia, Africa, and Latin America would join the Council 
in the near future. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft raised questions as to the nature of the Jorld Council's 
growth: is it a result of "institutional self-affirmation" or does it grow in 
response to real needs in the life of the churches; does the Council develop roots 
in the life of the churches; is the growth of the Council a balanced, harmonious 
growth? 


"By our very nature we are in the strict sense a service-agency and we must 
resist every move toward making the Council a centralised executive body apart 
from the churches which compose it," he said. 


"Every one of cur activities has grown up in response to real needs and 
demands of the churches as expressed through the voice of the Assembly. As a 
result we have sometimes been accused of a lack of courage in ecumenical pioneer- 
ing. But our reason for inaction in matters which had not been decided upon by 
the churches was and is simply that we fail in our greatest objective as soon as 
we try to exist by ourselves and apart from the life of the churches," 


This does not mean, he said, that the "World Council can never act and is 
merely a talking shop." He cited the mandate given the Council to work in such 
difficult fields as international affairs through the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs and the work for refugees which is the largest single 
operation of the Council, 
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Although "srass roots" participation differs widely, Dr. Visser 't Hooft 
said there is a ccnstantly growing army of "those in whose Christian life partici- 
pation in the ecumenical community has become a spiritual fact and necessity". 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that more time and study should be given to the 
theological problems arising in the life of the World Council itself and called 
for theological faculties to give help in this development, "There are those who - 
feel that the i/orld Council is already too much concerned with theology, Personal- 
ly 1 fear that our real weakness is the opposite." He pointed out there is at 
present no one in the full time service of the Council who can give the major 
part of his time to theological study, i 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft spoke of the need for real integration with the Inter- 
national llissionary Council with which the World Council of Churches is now "in 
association". This subject was dealt with in detail at later sessions of the 
Central Committee (sce page 9). 


Furthermore, Dr, Visser 't Hocft stressed: 


"This is a year in which the Jorld Council has the privilege of holding 
meetings in two parts of the world in which it had not yet presented itself: in 
the beginning of the year our meetings in Australia brought us in close ccntact 
with the churches in Australia and New Zealand. And now we meet for the first 
time in Hungary and indeed in Eastern Europe and have special representation from 
the churches in this area, This is in line with our desire to be in direct per- 
sonal relations with all churches in our membership and that not only with their 
leadership, but also with their congregations and members. 


"The invitation to hold this meeting in Hungary was extended by the Hungarian 
churches in 1954 and accepted in 1955. At that time the relationships between 
churches in this part of the world and those in other parts were still very limited. 
In the meantime there has been a considerable change in the international atmos- - 
phere, which has certainly facilitated the preparation of this meeting. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft concluded: "The main note of this report has been the 
scope of our task as well as the considerable growth of our movement. Now the 
Gospel in which we believe is a Gospel of universal and even cosmic relevance 
which speaks again and again of growth in the life of the Church as well as of 
the individual believer. Only this universality and this growth are always qualified. 
The universality is rooted universality, rooted in the centre which is Christ 
crucified. And the growth has a specific direction, the Church grows "eis", that 
is toward or into Him who is the Head, Christ (Eph. 4:15). In other words we need 
not be concerned when we are pushed forward on the road toward universality and 
if we see our movement growing, if we have the certainty that its foundation is 
the foundation that has been laid once for all and if the direction is the God- 
given direction. 


"It is just 25 years ago that cne of the great founders of the ecumenical 
movement died: Archbishop Nathan Sdderblom. One of his mest memorable sayings 
was that we must think of the ecumenical movement as of churches standing in a 
circle, the centre of which is the cross, thhen each church moves toward the cross, 
it comes nearer to those who from other points move towards the same centre. May 
God help us to keep moving in that one direction. 
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.. Central Committee Visits Hungarian Parishes: 
Proselytism and Religious Liberty Discussion 
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(July 29th) - Thousands of Hungarian Protestants crowded churches in Budapest, 
Debrecen, and smaller towns in Hungary to hear sermons by members of the Central 
Committee of the Jorld Council of Churches, on Sunday, July 29th, 


In the Calvin Place Keformed Church, Budapest, where more than 4, C00 people 
packed the church, aisles, and overflowed into the church yard and auxiliary 
rooms, Dr. John Mackay, dean of Princeton Theological Seminary, and Bishop Rajah 
Manikam, lutheran Bishop of Tranquebar, India, were the speakers. 


At the Déak Square lutheran Church, Budapest, the chairman of the Central 
Committee, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, United lutheran, USA, and the Rt. Rev. 
Fuglsang-Damgaard, Archbishop of Denmark, were presented with honorary doctors! 
diplomas in recognition of degrees conferred on them by the Theological Academy 
of the Hungarian Lutheran Church, Actual degrees were conferred in lund, Sweden, 
in 1947. Dr. Marc Boegner, president of the Protestant Federation of France, also 
preached in the lutheran Church. 


Dr, W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the ‘Jorld Council of Churches, 
and Dr. Ernest A. Payne, general secretary of the Baptist Union of England and 
Wales, spoke to a crowded congregation in the Nap Street Baptist Church. Dr. 
Visser 't Hooft mentioned the application for membership in the World Council of 
Churches which will be presented by the Baptist churches in Hungary at this 
session of the Central Committee. Dr. Payne spoke of his trip to Baptists in 
Hungary in 1955. 


Dr. Nolde on Peace with Justice 


Dr, O, Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, told a large congregation at Debrecen, traditional centre of 
the Hungarian Reformed Churches, that Christians must accept responsibility for 
seeking justice and freedom. 


"Is there any moral justification for purchasing peace at the price of 
justice and freedom?" he asked, 


"In this atomic age, is it not a danger that if we seek justice and freedom 
by military action, we shall lose the very objectives we are seeking?" 


"We must try to win them by every peaceful means." 


Dr. Nolde spoke of the role of the World Council of Churches in bringing 
church leaders together, adding that this was not enough unless people were 
brought together too, 


"I can not see that if people meet face to face and talk together there can 
be danger of war," he declared. 


"You will feel that you are closely related to parishes in London, Berlin, 
New York, and all around the world, And your heart will go out to them as theirs 
go 8 out_to you,!" 


Dr. Nolde said such contacts were a "most meaningful thing" for peace, 
justice and freedom, and tensions could be eased, Christians could go-further in 
promoting the observation of human rights, giving assistance to under-developed 
countries and improving relations in every possible field. 
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Warning that progress was bound to be gradual, he urged Christians in their 
own lives and in relations with their governments, "to keep moving until we have 
a relatively stable world order." 


Proselytism and Religious Liberty 


"Proselytism and Religious Liberty", one of the main themes of the meeting, 
was introduced at the Sunday night session when a provisional report was presented 
by the Rt. Rev, Angus Dun, Protestant Episcopal, USA, Bishop of Washington, D.C. 


Proselytism was defined as occurring "when the aim is not primarily to witness 
to the truth of God but to advance the interests of a particular church or group" 
and when efforts are used to induce members of another church to transfer their 
enrollment by means not compatible with the purity of the Gospel or which express 
contempt for another church, 


The study treated proselytism only within the setting of the orld Council 
of Churches. Various members of the Committee questioned the omission of such 
groups as Jehovah's Vitnesses, the Roman Catholic Church, and other non-member 
churches from the terms of the report. 


lir,Charles P, Taft, Episcopal Church, USA, layman and mayor of the city of 
Cincinnati, pointed out that over 30 cases involving religious liberty, including 
many connected with Jehovah's Jitnesses in the United States, had actually in- 
creased the area of such liberty in the USA. He said the principles in the report 
also applied to Roman Catholics and other world religions. 


Bishop Hanns lilje, Hannover lutheran Church, Germany, asked if the document 
did not apply to so-called proselytism from the Church of Rome in Latin America. - 
Bishop Dun replied that no attempt was made to make a general review of the situa- 
tion outside the World Council membership. 


Dr. John Mackay, president of the International Missionary Council, suggested 
that there is an evangelistic approach from non-member evangelical churches which 
might be called proselytising but these groups are "perfectly sincere and often 
do most commendable work," He said "the great Roman Catholic communion is also 
involved and some guidance should be offered about it." 


He said that many great churches after 1910 had not sent missions to Latin 
America because they did not want to be involved in the charge of "proselytising 
in Hispanic countries." 


Since 1928, however, Protestants had sent missionaries to Latin America to 
save people from the growing secularism there. Dr. Mackay renarked that some of 
the problems involved in the situation of the national church where identifica- 
tion of nationality and religion were involved, as in Spain, should be clarified. 


Immediate Recognition of Spanish Protestant Seminary Asked 

by Executive of World Council of Churches 
(July 30th) - A resolution calling for the immediate reccgnition of the right of 
the Protestant Theological Seminary in Madrid to function and fulfil its task to 
train ministers for the Evangelical churches in Spain was heard by the Central - 
Committee of the World Council of Churches. The resolution adopted by the Execu- 
tive Committee of the World Council in Vienna during the previous week was made 
known to the Central Committee. 


Se 


property of thousands of Orthodox in Istanbul on the night of September 6th. 
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The Union Theological Seminary, Protestant, was closed on January 23rd. 
Although the seals have been removed from the doors, specific legal ,tcrmission 
to operate the seminary has not yet been granted by the Spnnish Government. 


The Executive Committee, noting that despite its protest in a February 
session in Australia, the seminary had not yet received permission to function, 
reiterated its conviction that Spain as a member of the United Nations must 
accept moral responsibility for observance of the principles of religious liberty 
contained in the U.N. Charter and the Declaration of Human Rights. 


"The Executive Committee is fully convinced, according to the information 
laid before it, that the existence and full functioning of the seminary are in 
complete accord with the right and liberties of Spanish citizens as guaranteed 
by constitutional provision," the resolution stated. 


Members of the Central Committee heard Metropolitan James of Philadelphia, 
representing the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, express apprecia- 
tion to the World Council of Churches and its member churches for material aid 
and “more specifically for moral help and spiritual fellowship" following the 
anti-Greek riots which destroyed a large number of churches and the personal 


A plan for a new pattern of ecumenical collaboration between the churches 
of Asia and the ivorld Council of Churches and the International Missionary 
Council will be considered in a meeting in Prapat, Sumatra, in March 1957. The 
meeting is to be a representative conference of delegates of the churches and 
church councils in Asia. The report of the Executive Committee said that the 
work of the Hast Asia Secretary of the WCC-IMC, a position filled by Dr. Rajah 
Wanikam, until his election as Lutheran Bishop of Tranquebar of India and the 
"new desire for inter-Asian collaboration and initiative as expressed in the 
Bandung Conference" had created a strong conviction in Asian churches "that the 
time has come for exchanging fraternal workers and for accepting their common 
responsibility for the evangelisation of Asia." 


In its report on relations with non-member churches, the Executive Committee 
revealed that in reply to the letter sent by officers of the WCC to the Patriar- 
chate of Moscow on behalf of the Central Committee last summer, a communication 
has been received that showed the Church of Russia was ready to consider whether 
the time had come to arrange a meeting between delegations of the Church of 
Russia and the world Council. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of Executive and Central Committees, dis- 
cussed the question in New York and Moscow with lletropolitan Nicolai, who is in 
charge of foreign relations of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox- 
Church, Occasion for the discussion was the recent two-way exchange visits bet- 
ween American and Russian churchmen. Oytcome of the discussions is the proposal 
that the twe delegations should meet during the coming winter at a place to be 
chosen, 


Particular gratification was expressed by the Executive Committee that the 
"Evangelical Iutheran Church in the USA after long and searching discussion had 
decided to apply for membership in the World Council of Churches even before the 
intended merger with the American lutheran Church is to take place." They expressed 
gratitude to those in both churches who helped give a true interpretation of the 
nature and purposes of the Council. 
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"Tt is furthermore noteworthy that a representative gathering of the bishops 
of the Armenian Church has decided in principle that this church which has its 
headquarters in‘the U.S.S.R. and its membership in many parts of the world should 
seek membership in the Council," the Executive Report said. 


Work of the Division of Sudies 

The Division of Studies also reported at the Monday morning session, July 
30th. The Division outlines a far-reaching programme of study which includes 
more intensive werk on the study on Christian responsibility in areas of rapid 
social change now underway. 


Among the studies in process or to be undertaken are those on "The Lordship 
of Christ over the World and the Church", "Christians and the Prevention of Var 
in an Atomic Age", "Theological Education and the Training of the Ministry", and 
'The Word of God and the living Faiths of Men". 


A study on "Ecclesiastical Institutionalism" would include consideration of 
bureaucracy in denominations, mission societies, and other church agencies. 


Christianity and non-Christian religions and the relation between evangelism 
and the vecation of the laity will be study topics. A study is now in progress on 
the life and growth of the "younger churches" and provision has been made for a 
study on the theology of missions. 


Focus on Intemational Affairs at Central Committee ‘leeting 


(July 31st) - Experimental tests of nuclear weapons should be "discontinued, limite 
or controlled" under international agreement as promptly as possible, Dr. 0. Frede~- 
rick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
told the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting in Galyateto, 


Both "the health of the people and the security of the nations" must be taken 
into full account in any plan for discontinuance or limitation of nuclear tests, 
Dr. Nelde said. 


Mhile the necessary agreements would properly fall within a system of 
inspection and ccntrol relating to all armaments, the churches should continue 
to encourage the search for positive and constructive proposals covering nuclear 
experiments," he said, 


Dr. Nolde and Sir Kenneth G. Grubb, London, chairman of the CCIA, introduced 
one of the main themes of the Committee meeting, "The Churches and the Building 
of a Responsible Intemational Society." 


Central Committee members after discussion of the two speeches agreed to 
appoint a group to draft a statement on intemational affairs which would deal 


with specific issues, 


In recent years churches thrcugh their appropriate agencies have not been 
"afraid to grapple with tough political controversy involved" in their work for 
peace, Sir Kenneth Grubb tcld the Committee. Between the two world wars the 
churches were primarily ecncerned with the elucidation of principles, the issue 
between pacifism and non-pacifism, and moral pressures in the broad sense, 


(The churches! work for peace, in recent years, has been largely concerned 
with the concrete issues and events which have threatened the peace of the world, 
whether they be in Israel, in Korea, or elsewhere," Sir Kenneth said. 
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Speaking ‘on "unresolved issues" of international life, Dr. Nolde said that 
evidence of irresponsibility are tc be found in numerous political situations 
for which no solution has been found, He mentioned particularly the problems cf 
divided countries such as Germany, Korea, and Indochina. 


Dr. Nelde said that churches in countries with more favourable economic 
and sccial conditions "have a particular responsibility to express in action 
their common humanity with all suffering people." 


"Their members should be willing to make sacrifices in their own right ; 
which will bring about closer international cooperation and a balanced develop- 
ment of other countries," Dr, Nolde stated. 


The Rev. Peter Dagadu, Committee member from the Gold Coast, in the dis- 
cussion following the presentation asked that not only economic aid but also the 
promotion of such policies as will give countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America the means to manage their own affairs be promoted by the churches. 


Freedom of communication and the free exchange of persons and ideas are 
significant pre-conditions "both for political solutions and the meaningful 
reduction of armaments," Dr. Nolde said. 


Dr. Josef Hromadka, Czechoslovakia, said that both Eastern and Western 
countries had "falisfied notions about life in other countries." 


"Tt is the urgent task of the World Council of Churches to ccmbat petrified 
notions, prejudices, self-isclation, and inner estrangement," Dr. Hromadka said. 


Dr. Hromadka urged that the Committee not minimize the vicious threat to 
better mutual understanding made by the "cold war", 


He said that as churches come to know dach other better in the fellowship 
of the ecumenical movement, "only now can we face the most difficult issues of 
cur times, the problem of freedom, justice, and righteousness," 


"We need to be free in the innermost depths of our souls," he said, "Our 
ecumenical mnferences must be a struggle for this inner freedom to get away from 
cur own prejudices," 


Colonel Francis P, Miller, Presbyterian, U.S., layman, said the "false 
picture being given in the world today of other peoples is the greatest menace 
to peace." 


Dr. John Mackay, dean of Princeton Theological Seminary, U.S.A., stressed 
the way in which the cold war obscures truth and the necessity for free relations 
between people. He said the Christian church cannot accept dictates from any 
government regarding contacts between Christians wherever they may be. 


In the general discussion Dr. Martin Niemdéller, president of the Church of 
Hessen-Nassau, Germany, warned that "we are in real danger of drifting in vicious 
circles." According to Dr. Niemdller, the real danger "quite apart from all this 
naclear stuff in the air and in our minds" is overpopulation. He cited figures 
about world population growth. 


Another speaker from Germany, Bishop Otto Dibelius, a president of the World 
Council of Churches, spoke of the problem of refugees as another area in which it 
was relevant for the church to speak, 
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"Jn the old days when countries were conquered people were simply killed," 
Bishop Dibelius ‘said. "Then came the time when whole populations were brought 
under control. The solution of the so-called progressive era has been to expel 
people," he said, The refugee problem is acute in India and Palestine as well 
as in Germany, he remarked. These matters, according to Bishop Dibelius, are 
often dealt with by barbarian concepts utterly incompatible with a Christian 
sense of responsibility. 


Major World Christian Bodies Consider Integration 


(August 1st) - Consideration of possible integration of the International Mission- 
ary Council and the Jorld Council of Churches was authorised by the Central 
Committee of the World Council. The two world organisations are now working "“in- 
association", This proposal was put forward by Dr. Henry P, Van Dusen, as chair- 
man of the Joint Committee of the two bodies. It had been discussed at a recent 
meeting of the Joint Committee in Herrenalb, Germany. 


Dr. Van Dusen said that both world organisations seemed to favour integra- 
tion by 1960. The exact details of the structure would have to be worked out in 
stages. He suggested enlargement of the Joint Committee of the World Council and 
the International llissionary Council from twelve to twenty members to bring for- 
ward detailed recommendations. Methods of achieving a single world body will be 
considered at the next meeting of the Central Committee at Yale, New Haven, USA, 
and by the International Missionary Council when it meets at Christmas 1957 on 
the Gold Coast. 


"Two objectives must be met in bringing this about", Dr, Van Dusen declared. 
"First, the convictions of the international missionary movement and the sense 
of mission must be woven into the total general structure of the World Council 
of Churches. Second, all the present life and work of the International Missionary 
Council must be brought into the structure of the World Council of Churches, but 
in such a fashion that leaders of the missionary movement can be assured that no 
existing work of the International Missionary Council will be sacrificed." 


Commenting on the spirit of the meeting that prepared the new proposal Dr. 
Van Dusen characterised it as feeling "remarkably guided to sound and constructive 
decisions", 


As chairman of the International Missionary Council, Dr. John Mackay wel- 
comed the proposals as in keeping with "the rebirth of the sense of mission in 
the Christian churches". He told the Committee that "in few circles would it be 
held that. it is enough to claim structural purity or dogmatic orthodoxy if a 
church is lacking in a sense of mission. iiission is of the very essence of the 
Church," 


Dr. Martin Nieméller, Germany, voiced some hesitations about integration, "In 
my country and our churches our experience of the integration between the churches 
and voluntary work has not been happy", he affirmed. He referred to attempts to 
incorporate all youth work and social work in the Church as such, 


Je are now definitely on the way back to freer patterns", he said, "If, in 
our country, the mission were to be absorbed into the church then it would be 
assumed that the public church taxes would have to pay for missions instead of 
free-will giving." 
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"Is it a service", he asked, "to bring missionary werk into too close a 
connection with official church life?" 


Bishop Hanns Lilje, Hannover, Germany, expressed agreement with Niemoller's 
picture of the German situation but said it did not apply to the present plan. 
"TI think we would misunderstand the whole trend of church history if we do not 
do all we can to move from an institutionalised to a missionary Church", Bishop 
lilje declared. 


World Council General Secretary, Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft, put forward ‘a 
few provisionally mentioned ideas" about the kind of plans for integration that 
might be considered by the committee charged with drafting detailed constitution= 
al amendments. He suggested that possibly "churches with mission boards or socie- 
ties might have places set aside for missionary leaders in the assembly of the 
World Council of Churches," 


Goodall Reports on Near Hast 


Christians in the region of tension between Israel and the Arab states "are 
more and more living in two worlds, insulated from one another", Dr. Norman 
Goodall, secretary of the Joint Committee of the World Council of Churches and 
International Missionary Council said, reporting on a recent visit to the region. 
"They are more and more living in two worlds, insulated from one another" and 
"forming radically different conclusions from one another on the rights and 
wrongs of the matters which greatly affect the peace of the world.": 


Describing "the cancer which lies at the heart of the Near East situation 
in the absence of a political settlement of the problem of Israel versus the 
Arab States" Dr. Goodall reiterated the statement of the conference on the future 
of the Arab refugees held in Beirut in May of this year, that "in the mood now 
prevailing even the word ‘reconciliation! has become offensive." 


Dr. Goodall appealed for a "test case"! experiment by the churches in the new 
"oil centres" springing up in the Near East, "In this whole scene, from the point 
of view of the Church, what is there?" he asked. "A few missions with buildings 
and programmes reminiscent of another day; a few chaplaincies - Air Force, Embassy 
or Oil Company - where the persons are watching their step lest the local sheikh 
or the manager of the company should jump on them for crossing the line between 
pastoral service and propagating the Gospel. There are heroic individual efforts 
and instances of gracious personal fidelity. But as to policy, direction or goal, 


for the most part it is all bewilderment." 


Bishop Ting Reports on Chinese Christians Today 


(August 2nd) - Although Christians in China argue with Communists regarding the 
party's lack of belief in God, they recognise "the very important good things" 
accomplished by the revolution and feel the churches have been strengthened by 
their independence from Western ties, Bishop K.H. Ting, Holy Catholic Church in 
China (Anglican), told the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


Bishop Ting's appearance at the World Council of Churches meeting marked the 
first time since 1948 that the churches in China have been represented at a World 
Council meeting. 


5 
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In introducing Bishop Ting, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of 
the WCC, said that though it had not been easy to have discussions with the 
Chinese churches in recent years because there have not been direct contacts 
between them and the VJorld Council of Churches, the present contacts are easier 
because of the "old ties of affection and links of friendship with leaders among 
the Chinese churches," 


"It is no secret that the Chinese churches are not too satisfied with the 
positions the World Council of Churches is taking. This accounts for the tonsions 
that exist today, But we are very glad that by inviting Bishop Manikam to visit 
China and sending an observer to this meeting we have taken the first and second 
steps toward reconciliation," Bishop Ting said. Bishop Rajah Manikam, lutheran, 
was Hast Asia Secretary for the World Council of Churches and the International 
Wissionary Council before his installation early this year as Bishop of Tranque- 
bar, India. 


Bishop Ting told the Central Committee that China has been going through a 
revolution that is "not any political or diplomatic accident" and that it marked 
a turning point in history, long overdue. He said that this is something the 
Chinese people "don't want to see reversed", 


In his report on church life in China, Bishop Ting said that although 
Christians in the West may regard the new China as a judgmcnt of God, Chinese 
Christians in the past six or suven years have come to sce it as "an act of God! 
and a dumonstration of His love for China. 


"The Communists do not believe in God or Christ and think that in one or 
two hundred years religion will wither away. In all these matters we do not agree 
and have frequent arguments with them, But we do not think this should prevent 
us from recognising the many good things they have done for China," the Chinese 
Christian leader said. . 


Mie thank God for the good things they do and feel humbled, ‘We believe we 
can best serve mankind by maintaining the integrity of our Christian faith," he 
said. 


"To put loyalty to the state first has been a very great danger, but not 
only in China. This is a universal danger," he warned. 


"In the early days of the Revolution Christians thought it their mission 
because of the apparently sound historical analysis and moral positivism of the 
revolution to establish a theological synthesis between Marxism and Christianity, 
to go beyond the level of action in which Christians act with others with the 
same concerns," he said, 


"We have this danger in China, But in China, there is another sense in which 
the danger is luss than in other countries because we are under an openly atheistic 
and non-religious government, This open atheism is a sort of guarantee that the 
communists! attitude to the church is not that of using it," he said. 


"NAI1 through history those who have used the church have done so under the 
guise of religiosity," he said, 

"Are we Christians in China too naive?" he asked. "Are we going deeply enough 
into the eSsehce of the communist? If I mst err, I much prefer to err on the 
side of naiveté than cynism," 
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We think we know the essence of the Communist. He is a child of God and in 
him there is something God regards as worth saving," he said. 


There ig a constitutional guarantee of the rights of churches in the new 
China, and Christians have had a part along with those of other religions in 
drafting this religious section of the constitution, according to the Chinese 
bishop. 


There is freedom to conduct services, Sunday schools, establish student 
work in universities, and to print and distribute literature without censorship 
in China today, Bishop Ting delared. 


The Chinese Church Today and the Missionary Era 


Bishop Ting emphasised the importance of developing a relevant Chinese c 
theology which was not possible as long as the churches, particularly the intellec- 
tuals, were dominated by Western thought. "In the last century Christians in China 
were Christians in a colonial setting," he said. "Christians in such a country are 
likely to develop a cult of the west and contempt for their own people," he said. 


"The more Western books we read the more we got away from our own people," 
he recalled. "Now we don't repeat so much what we have heard from others. We have 
struggled with our own problems in our own lives. Our theology is more oriented 
towards our own lives," he said. 


He said that the churches of China had learned several important things by 
being independent. "In the past we were dominated by pragmatic Christianity 
the social gospel school or the narrow pictistic type." 


(The liberalism and moralism of the past have lost their charm and power 
and narrow pictism does not give the ethical guidance to Christians for living 
in a dynamic society," Bishop Ting said, He said that it was the duty of the 
church to proclaim Christ in both the socialist and capitalist worlds. He said 
that this does not mean the church must join the world in competing for wordly 
power and position, 


The fact that the Chinese churches, divorced from missionary funds, have 
developed a programme of self-administration, self-support and self-propagation 
is important, Bishop Ting said. He pointed out that it was not a movement of 
self-sufficiency but a movement towards dependence on God. 


Bishop Ting told the Committee that stabilisation of prices-and exemption 
of church property from taxes helped the churches to attain sclf-support, but 
"self-support is first a spiritual and theological experience." 


A new sense of unity has developed among the various denominations working - 
in China and in the years that the Chinese churches have not been actively repre- 
sented in the World Council of Churches, they have become more ecumenical in their 
own way, Bishop Ting said. 


On the subject of whether Chinese churches have developed indigenous ways of 
communication the Gospel, Bishop Ting said they had not done much but "while 
evangelistic method is important it cannot be compared with the priority of love." 
He said Chinese did not mind coming to Western-style buildings if they were con 
vinced of the Church's real love for them. 


ilc have learned much from the Jest, but in this stage we must be ourselves. 
For the present, we must not have our librarics flooded with Western books, The 
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missionary movement had done a great deal for China but it has been made use of 
by certain colonial forces in spite of the good will of many missionaries," he said. 


"For all the good things we are grateful and all the good things will remain, 
But today we are rather excited about building up Our own Church," said Bishop 
Ting. "The prospect before us is the transition from a backward people towards 
socialism, We must build a church appropriate to the new life our people have 
entered into." 


"The good missionarics are pleased to hear of the growth of self-administra- 
tion, self-support, self-propagation. Only a small minority of missionaries still 
misunderstand us and say untrue things about us. Of ccurse we are glad to hear 
them if they tell us about our real defects," 


He mentioned especially the help of prayers of Christians in other countries. 
"I do know that fellowship with other Christians means a great deal to Christians 
in China, It is simply impermissible that our relations should be so unnatural, "! 
said Bishop Ting. 


The recent visit of Bishop Manikam, Prof, Josef Hromadka, Czechoslovakia, 
Bishop Janos Peter, Hungary, Bishop R.D. Hall (Anglican Church) of Hong Kong and - 
the forthcoming visit of Archbishop H.W.K. Mowll, primate of Australia, are appre- 
ciated by Chinese Christians, 


In the discussion afterwards Bishop Ting was asked whether a delegation could 
go from the World Council of Churches and be accepted by the Chinese government. 
"And could such a delegation see all they wished to see?" 


Bishop Ting replied ~ "I don't think such a visit is impossible." As to 
whether the visitor could see all he wanted, he said some visitors left China 
feeling happy that they had scen everything and others felt they had been given 
a guided tour, It depends on the visitor himself, he observed, 


Prof, Josef Hromadka asked whether a letter of encouragement and fellaship 
might be sent from this meeting of the World Council to churches in China. The 
matter was taken up again at a later session. (see page No 20), 


In response to a question as to whether Chinese churches could hold open 
air meetings, Bishop Ting answered that it was not the practice of the Chinese 
churches to do so, 


The number of non-Roman Catholic Christians in China is estimated from 
700,000 to a million, Bishop Ting said in reply to another question. 


Principal John Baillie, New College, Edinburgh, Scotland, asked whether 
Bishop Ting was convinced that the Chinese churches have attained the degree of 
autonomy not to be weakened if no more missionaries come from the West, 


"We are weak," Bishop Ting answered, "The West can help us in many ways. In 
this period we must build the church in China itself. After that we may perhaps 
come back to learning from the West," 


Bishop Manikam on Visit to China 

Bishop Manikam reported on his visit to China, saying "If you pick the good 
things out of what I am now going to say, I shall be condemned as a fellow traveller. 
I am under suspicion as an Indian already, The harsh things picked out and resorted 
will undo the good I wish to do." 
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"JT was amazed by some things I saw. I had heard so many things from ex-China 
missionaries in Hong Kong who told me not to go. I am very sorry there exists a 
group of these who seem to have no dher job than to spread bitter reports about 
China, '!' the former WCC-IMC East Asia secretary reported. 


"iJhen I got there I was impressed by the stabilisation of the currency. 
Beggary has been practically abolished, This is very different from our situation 
in cities like Madras. Gambling and prostitution are abolished, Honesty is remar- 
kable. Many visitors are impressed by it and in few places in India would you 
find it like this. From all reports not a single employable person is unemployed, " 
he said. 


"The whole of Asia is watching the two experiments, in India and in China. 
And finally facts will tell," Bishop Manikam observed. 


-“liy impression of the Three Self Movement is that a remarkable degree of 
self-support has been reached, But we must not forget four points, First, the 
churches do not any longer have to support schools and hospitals, which have 
been taken over by the government, only churches and theological institutions. 
Second, all taxes on church property have been completely wiped out by the govern- 
ment. Third, the sense that the church is now "our church makes the will to give 
greater, Fourth, income from church property helps considerably, and this property 
is not eae the property of the churches but of Westcrn missions." 


"Tt seemed to me that though self-administration. and support had gone a long 
way there is still far to go in self-propagation. Christians in China plead that 
they must first consolidate their position, but they must go out and witness as 
Christians," he said. 


"Ts there freedom of worship in China? Yes, But the question is how far the 
churches may say what is fundamentally against the government in power," said 
Bishop Manikam. 


"There are five theological institutions in China, each a union Hepa AHS Yel 
One hears very little about church union, though there is much talk about coopera 
tion between the churches, lly question to the churches was why they did not move - 
toward church union now that the missionaries have gone. I did not get a satisfac- 
tory answer but I think the union theological seminarics will help create a com- 
mon point of view for the future." 


"What of fellowship with the World Council of Churches?" Bishop Manikam asked. 
"The Chinese churches had two arguments against it. They said they thought the 
World Council was fast becoming a UN kind of organisation, dabbling in political 
questions. For instance, if there were resolutions passed against communism in -- 
its Central Committee that would make things difficult for returning Chinese dele- 
gates. Secondly, they said they could not join in any urganisation where Formosa 
was represented. I pointed out to them that the Presbyterian Church in Formosa 
comes as a church not as representing Formosa," 


"There are three possible outcomes of my visit. First, thc Asian churches 
should send teams and receive teams. Indian and Chinese churches are already 
preparing for an exchange. Second, the JCC must send a deputation to China, it 
must take the initiative and extend the hand of fellowship to our brethren. Third, 
it must send as much literature as possible. The documents of the WCC must be read 
in China. They are starved for such literature." 

"Tast of all we must remember our brothers and sisters in China in our 
prayers." 
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World Council Formulates Statement on Tnternational 
Affairs at Hungary Meeting 


(August 3rd) - "Thc world wants peace, but will not gain it unless men are ready 
to make sacrifices for peace and to abandon practices which make for war," said 
4 statement on international affairs adopted by the Central Committce of the 
“Ylorld Council of Churches, at Galyateté (see page 18). 


Calling the attention of the churches to "oortain matters which are of the 
greatest importance for the welfare of the peoples of the world," the statement 
deals with social and econemic justice, mankind's “actual or potcntial danger 
from cxperimental tests of nuclear weapons," freedom of religion, truth, and the 
right of people to choose their own government. 


"To move out of a state of 'tcold war' into one of real peace, requires 
respect for the truth under all circumstances. People must not be subjected to 
deliberate misrupresentation and false propaganda, They must have access to 
anformation and be free to discover the truth for themselves." 


Relations with Russian Churches 


Details of the proposal to arrange a first mecting between representatives 
of the World Council of Churches and the Moscow Patriarchate of thc Russian Ortho- 
dox Church were given to the Central Committec. 


The Executive Committce of the orld Council commended the idea of conversa- 
tions to the larger Central Committee. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, Central Committee 
chairman, who conducted informal conversations with llebropolitan Nikolai, head 
of the office of foreign relations of the Moscow Patriarchate, said that the 
Metropolitan favoured the holding of a mocting between small dclcgations from the 
World Council and thc Moscow Church, probably in Paris at the end of January 147. 
He quoted parts of a report of his own movting in Moscow with Metropolitan Nikolai 
as saying that "the Russian Orthodox Church docs not refuse to revise its attitude 
to the World Council of Churches" and that the Russian Church "found its views of 
peace now in complete accord with those of the World Council of Churches." 


According to Dr. Fry, Metropolitan Nikolai declared that the decision of the 
conference of autonomous Orthodox churches held in Moscow in December 1957, that 
these churches would not at that time join the World Council, still "limits the 
frocdom of action of the Church of Russia in changing its policy regarding the 
World Council of Churches." The Metropolitan had revealed that the other churchcs- 
were being consulted and the Church of Russia was prepared to revicw all the deci- 
sions it had taken in 1948 on the basis of the 1947 conference. 


Three New kiember Churches for wcc 


The Baptist Church in Hungary, the Church of the Province of Central Africa 
(Anglican) and the Evangelical Synod of the Rio Plata were accepted as member 
churches of the World Council of Churches, Final confirmation of membership 
requires approval of two-thirds of the prescnt 162 member bodius and is automatic 
after six months. 


Motion for the reception of the Hungarian Church was scconded by an American, 
Dr. JH. Jackson, president cf the National Baptist Convention, Inc., USA, and 
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greeted with long applause. The church has a baptised membership of 25,000 and a 
church adherents, list of 50,000 including children, A member of the Baptist World 
Alliance, it has headquarters in Budapest. 


The Church of the Province of Central Africa was formed in 1955 by the merging 
of two Anglican dioceses from South rn Africa with two central African missionary 
dioceses formerly in the jurisdiction of the Archbishop of Canterbury. It now has 
an archbishop of its own in Salisbury and a membership of over one million. 


The Evangelical La Plata Synod, with headquarters in Buenos Aires is closely 
in touch with the Evangelical Church in Germany and is German-speaking. Its 
ministry has up to now been traincd in Germany, but will increasingly be trained in 
Latin America. It has about 30,000 members. 


Other churches reported as considering application for membership are the 
Independent Church of the Philippines, the Armenian Church, the Nias Church (on 
the island of Nias, West of Sumatra, Indonesia) and the Evangelical lutheran 
Church in the USA. 


Rumanian Member Churches Present for First Time 


Professor Albert Maksay, Reformed Church of Rumania, spoke for the member: 
churches in that country, which have been in the Jorld Council since its forma- 
tion in 1948: but have not been able to send representatives to meetings. He said 
that the threc member churches in Rumania (Reformed, German-speaking Lutheran and 
Hungarian-speaking lutheran) had altogether a million members. "It is nineteen 
years since we last took part in ecumcnical work," he said, recalling that the 
last occasion had been at the Edinburgh World Conference on Faith and Order in 
1937. "We are grateful to our government in Rumania for making it possible for us 
to come," he said, "but above all we thank God for this opening of the doors. 
Something bigger, mightier, has done this thing than simply the changed atmosphere 
in human relationships." 


Deposed lutheran Bishop Ordass To Be Reinstated 


(August 4th) - Conversations have been in progress throughout the meeting of the 
Central Committee of the WCC concermming the reinstatement of Bishop Lajos Ordass, 
deposed former bishop of the lutheran Church in Hungary, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, 
New York; chairman of the Central Committee, said. 


In a statement made to the Central Committee outside its ordinary session, ~ 
Dr. Fry, who is also vice-president of the lutheran World Federation, asked per- 
mission to reveal details of the conversations which have been held between repre- 
sontatives of the luthcran World Federation; the general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft; the Hungarian Iutheran Church; and 
the Council for Church Affairs of the Hungarian Government. 


Bishop Ordass was convicted in a civil court on charges of offences in connec- 
tion with currency transactions and subsequently deposed from-his bishopric by the 
lutheran Church in Hungary. He was sentenced to a two and one-half year term of ~- 
which he served less than two years. He has been living in a private flat in Buda- 
pest. 


Dr. Fry gave details of four points that had been made by representatives of 
the lutheran World Federation with the help of the general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches. He said the negotiations were announced "now with the full 
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consent, and indeed at the desire of the secretary of the Council for Church 
Affairs of the Hungarian government." 


The points he listed as follcws: 


First, that the representatives of the lutheran World Federation announced 
to the government officials and to representatives of the lutheran Church of 
Hungary that the lutheran orld Federation would not be satisfied until Lajos 
Ordass is allowed to function as an active bishop; 


Second, that the lutheran World Federation notes and appreciates that a 
legal proccss had been begun for the rehabilitation of Bishop Ordass in the 
tyes of civil law, with every prospect of a favourable result. This would restore 
Bishop Ordass's reputation for integrity and testify that he was innocent of the 
charges laid against him. Deferred compensation will be offered to hin. 


Third, the lutheran World Federation notes and appreciates that officials 
of the Council for Church Affairs of the Hungarian Governm nt are willing to 
consider the possibility that Bishop Ordass can at some future time function as 
a bishop. The expectation of all is that the decision of the Church will be ~ 
favourable and that after resigning immediately following his reinstatement, 
Bishop Ordass will have the status of bishop in retirement, with the possibility 
of return to an active bishopric in the future. 


Fourth, the lutheran World Federation expresses the view that if and when 
Bishop Ordass is unable to become an active bishop his best employment would be 
as a professor of theology, If this were agreed to, he would then have the full 
right to preach and teach, 


Dr. Fry then revealed that following the negotiations, Bishop Hanns lilje of 
Hannover, president cf the lutheran Jorld Federation, and Dr. Carl lund-Quist, 
LF executive secretary, had together seen Bishop Ordass. Both Bishop Lilje and 
Dr. Iund-Quist were atterdmg the World Council's Central Committee meeting. They - 
had informed Bishop Ordass of all the terms of the proposed agreement with govern- 
ment and church as to his future. He had reserved his personal decision on these 
terms as outlined, particularly the fourth point, pending discussion with the 
other participants in the preceding conversations. Bishop Ordass has agreed that 
the lutheran ‘orld Federation should execute an agreement along the lines mention- 
ed with the representatives of the People's Republic of Hungary. (The first World 
Council of Churches Central Committee meeting in 1948 considered the Ordass case 
and began negotiations with the Hungarian Government). 


Proposal for WCC-Russian Church Mecting Given Approval 


At one of the concluding sessions the Central Committee gave approval to the 


' proposal for a meeting with a delegation from the Moscow Patriarchate of the 


Russian Orthodox Church to discuss the Russian Church's possible membership in 
the World Council of Churches, 


The Committee named Dr, Fry and Dr. Visser 't Hooft as definite members of 
the delegation which will mect with the Russians probably in Paris in January 
1957. The Committee authorised Dr. Fry to appoint an advisory group to select 
"the other member or membcrs" to go from the World Council. The proposal is that 
each of the delegations be composed cf from three to five members. 
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Dr. Fry has conducted the previous informal conversations with Metropolitan 
Nikolai, of the foreign office of the Russian Orthodox Church, Central Committee 
members stressed that the WCC group "not attempt to be representative of all the 
various points of vicw in the Central Committee and the member churches." 


Mr, Charles C. Parlin, Methodist layman, New York, made the proposal that 
Dr. Fry be given frecdom to select with the aid of an advisory committee the 
other members of the delegation in addition to himself and Dr. Visser 't Hooft. 
In the recent two-way exchange of visits between American and Russian churchmen, 
Mir, Parlin was a visitor to Russia and involved in the arrangements for the 
reception of the Russian delegation in the United States. 
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The following statements have officially been 
adopted by the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches during its meeting at Galya- 
tetd, Hungary, from July 28th to August 5th. 


Na ca lees arte em merrem pen ananrenV eee a 


Statement of the Central Committee on International Affairs 


'The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting in Hungary, 
has been once more impressed by the way in which barriers of race, ideology and 
tradition are overcome in Christ. Among the matters specially considered has 
been the part of the churches in the building of a responsible intermational 
society. This means a society where all men can act in freedom with considera- 
tion for the needs and rights of others; and where the several members have 
regard for the well-being of one another and that of the whole family of men. 
Such a society will recognise its allegiance to God Who is the Sovereign Ruler - 
of the nations. In the light of its discussions, the Committee claims the atten- 
tion of the churches to certain matters which are of the greatest importance 
for the welfare of the peoples in the world. 


"Kien igs in danger physically, morally and apiritually. As followers of the 
One ‘ho loved all men and bore the burden of their sin and suffering, we cannot 
be indifferent to man's peril. 


"A great gulf separates rich and peor on an international scale. In this 
the churches cannot acquiesce, but must strive with all their power to bridge 
this gulf. Therefore the processes of economic growth must be understood and 
aided in order that rapid social change may be so guided as to advance the 
interests of the peoples. Social justice must be pursued between the nations 
as well as within each nation, The churches in countries with more favourable 
economic and social conditions have a particular responsibility to express in 
deeds their common humanity with all poor, oppressed and suffering people, and 
to urge their governments to base their policies upon recognition of the justice 
of this principle. 


‘When one nation dominates another politically or economically, the depen- 
dent or subject people is deprived of the possibility of developing a fully 
responsible society. Many dependent peoples are demanding self-government and 
independence for their countries. The churches within and without these lands 
must appreciate the urgency of this demand and must stand with the people in 
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orderly progress towards these goals. In multi-racial societies they must recog- 
nise the claims‘of justice and boldly exercise a reconciling and constructive 
influence. 


"N\iankind is fearful of actual or potential danger from experimental tests of 
nuclear weapons. We call upon the churches to appeal to their governments and 
the United Nations to negotiate such an agreement for the discontinuance or 
limitation or control, of these tests as to end any such danger, Provision must 
be made to safeguard both the health of the people and the security of the nations. 
In order that human resources may be directed towards constructive ends, the 
churches should continue insistently to press for an adequate system of dis- 
armament and a peaceful settlement of the unresolved issues which confront the 
world. 


"The world wantspeace, but will not gain it unless men are ready to make 
sacrifices for peace and to abandon practices which make for war, To move out 
of a state of "cold war", into one of real peace requires respect for truth 
under all circumstances. People must not be subjected to deliberate misinterpre- 
tation and false propaganda. They must have access to information and be free to 
discover the truth for themselves. 


"People must be free to travel, to meet and to know their neighbours, through 
personal encounter to seck understanding and create friendship, and thus to achieve 
mutual confidence and respect. They must also be free to choose by whom and in 
what way they wish to be governed, They must be free to obey the dictates of their 
conscience. They must be free to worship God, to witness to their faith and to 
have their children educated in it, in church, school or youth meeting. 


"We call upon all Christians to lay these matters to heart and to seek these 
ends in a spirit of prayer and of penitence for past failures and in the name of 
their Lord and Master, who is the Way, the Truth and the Life," 


Text of a Resolution on Spain 


"The Executive Committee notes that in spite of the protest which it made 
at its meeting in Australia last February and the serious concern expressed by 
the churches in many countries, the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Madrid 
is still closed because it has not yet received permission to function, 


"The Executive Committee reiterates its strong conviction that according 
to the principles cf religious liberty as laid down in the United Nations! Charter 
and in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, for the observance of which 
Spain as a member of the United Nations must accept moral responsibility, the 
seminary should be allowed to fulfil its task to train ministers for the Evan- 
gelical churches in Spain, and urges strongly that the right of the seminary to 
function will be specifically and immediately recognised. 


"The Executive Committee is fully convinced, according te the information 
laid before it, that the existence and full functioning of the seminary are in 
complete accord with the rights and liberties of Spanish citizens as guaranteed 
by constitutional provisions." 
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Resolution on China 


"The Central. Committee desires to give expression to its deep sense of 


satisfaction that through the visit of Bishop Manikam and through the presence of 


Bishop K.H. Ting as observer at our present meeting the churches in the People's 
Republic of China and the World Council have again entered into contact with each 
other. It rejoices in the evidsnce reported to it concerning the vitality of 


' church life in that country. 


—- 


"The Central Committee believes that a visit of representatives of the World 
Council to the churches within the People's Republic of China, whenever such a 
Visit would be welcomed, would increase goodwill, understanding and fellowship 
within the world-wide Christian community as represented by the World Council of 
Churches. 


"The Central Committee expresses the additional hope that such a deepened 
fellowship will aid in the building of a peaceful world of freedom, truth and 
justice for all peoples." 


Statement on Integration 


‘Since the First Assembly of the W.0.C. at Amsterdam the W.C.C. and I.1M.C. 
have been in formal "association" with one another, Many aspects of the work of 
both Councils - study, international affairs and the work of the East Asia secre- 
tariat - have since become sec deeply interweven as to go beyond what was described 
in 1948 as the “inter-relatedness of two autonomous councils". Not least impor- 
tant, increasing recognition is being given to the bearing of the Church's unity 
on the fulfilment of its mission. 


"In the membership ef both W.C.C. and I.M.C. there is an increasing overlap. 
On the one hand, the historic mission boards are working in partnership with, or 
as the servants of, churches which are taking their place as members of the W.C.C. 
On the other hand, national Christian councils, which are constituent members of 
the I.i.C., are entering into closer relationship with the W.C.0. as "associated 
councils". Moreover, some of the most important tasks and opportunities before 
both Councils call for action which goes beyond "association", This is illustrated 
in the expanding work of the Division of Inter-Church Aid. It also-arises from 
developments which are taking place in various parts of the world - especially in 
Asia - which must profoundly affect the means by which the mission of the Church 
is fulfilled in and through the churches in these areas. 


"In view of these things the Joint Committee has advised the W.C.C. and I.M.C. 
to consider the possibility of an integration of the two councils. The Committee 
regards it as imperative that any ‘such integration should be in a form which 
ensures that missions belong to the heart of the ecumenical movement. 1t should 
also be on lines which would bring the missionary forces into closer relationship 
with all phases of the Church's witness in the life of the world. 


"The appropriate committees of the two councils have accepted this suggestion 
and have authorised the Joint Committee to study various means by which these ends 
may be achieved with the full concurrence of the membership of the two councils. 
The final question of whether to unite these two kindred bodies is not prejudiced 
by this decision. Its decisive answer must depend upon the nature of the structure 


‘which integration might assume and upon the judgment of the member-units of both 


councils. It is possible that a draft plan cf integration will be ready for consi- 
deration at the Assembly of the I.iM.C. which is to be held in the Gohd Coast in 
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December-January 1957-8, in which case it could also go to the Third Assembly of 
the W.C.C. in 1960, This time-table is, however, subject to progress in working 
out the details'of a plan and upon the convinced agreement of the two councils 
concerned. In the meantime the Joint Committee will seek the widest possible 
measure of consultation with representative opinion on this matter, The central 
concern which lies behind the proposal is the desire to engage the fullest resour- 
ces of the churches in the proclamation and demonstration of the Gospel to the 
whole world." 


The World Council Welcomed in Budapest 


The Government of the Hungarian People's Republic gave a banquet on Sunday, 
August 5th, in the Parliament building, in honour of the visitors from the World 
Council of Churches, Several notable people were present at this dinner, includ- 
ing Mr. Hegedus (President of the Council of State of the Hungarian People's 
Republic), and some government ministers and members of parliament. Mr. Dobi, 
president of the Hungarian Republic, said that the Jorld Council had helped to 
reduce the international tension; but (he added) there were still some aggressive 
circles which did not want peace. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the Central Committee and of the United 
lutheran Church in America, replied by saying: "We are not amateur diplomats, nor 
do we speak on behalf of our governments. ‘le speak as free men and as Christians, 
cutting across the frontiers between the nations, We hope that Christian unity 
will make it possible to lay the foundations for a wider unity in the world." 


On the Sunday morning the World Council delegates preached in different 


Hungarian churches, which were crowded with people. E.ePede, Geneva 
FINLAND Orthodox-lutheran Conference 


The third conference of Lutherans and Orthodox took place at the Finnish 
Church Training Institute at Jarvenp#d during the month of July. These encotinters 
have a special significance. Finland, having been christianised both from the East 
and from the West, is in the unique position of possessing both an indigenous 
Orthodox and an indigenous Protestant Church, without barriers of language or 
culture. The relatively small proportion of Orthodox from Karelia plays a far 
more important rdéle than its membership strength suggests, 


The Conference was organised by the joint Orthodox-lutheran Student Committee 
but was not confined to students. Speakers and participants included the Metro- ~ 
politan James of ilelita, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constanti- 
nople at the Headquarters of the orld Council of Churches, Professor A, Nikolainen, 
Bishop Gulin (lutheran), Rev. J. Sukola and Rev. D. Tarvasako (Orthodox), as well 
as participants from the Church of Sweden and the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, 


Switzerland. HePeoe, Geneva 
JAPAN Overseas Mission Department to be Established : 


(Tokyo) - The Reverend Gosaku Okada, wice-noderator of the United Church of Christ : 
in Japan, reports that the executive committee of the church is considering organi- : 
sation Of an Overseas Mission Department. The primary purpose of this department 

will be to minister to the spiritual needs of Japanese scattered throughout the 
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world. There are, for example, 400,000 Japanese living in Brazil who are served 
by only thirty ehurches but even so there are not enough ministers. At the time 
of the icverend Kentaro Buma'ts visit there this spring on behalf of Church World 
Service, the San Paulo Church.and others, including churches in Bolivia and 
Paraguay, asked him to assist them in securing ministers. In Okinawa a community 
of five thousand Christians is seeking ministers, It is expected that the General 
Conference of the United Church will be asked this autumn to set up an Over- 

seas Department. EeP.S., Geneva 
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Meeting of Gentral Committee of the World Council of Churches 


Further to the report given in last week's E.P.S. on the meetings of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at Galyateto, Hungary, we 
publish the following reports which reveal the lines on which the future work 
of the World Council is planned. 


Report of the Division of Studies 


One of the first sessions of the Central Committee was devoted to the exten- 
sive report of the Division of Studies presented by Professor Freytag (Germany) 
and Dr. Bilheimer (Director of the Study Division). On the basis of this report 
the Central Committee adopted a number of resolutions to continue and extend the 
ecumenical study work on a broader basis, The Central Committee gave its approval 
to an important consultation on the subject "The Lordship of Christ over the 

orld and the Church", This subject is divided into the following sections: 1) 
Mihat is meant by the ‘World'?" 2) "\hat is the connection between the Lordship 
of Christ over the world and the mission of the Church to all the nations?" 3) 
"How is the creative Lordship of God, which judges and sustains the world, related 
to the redemptive Lordship of God which has come in Jesus Christ?" 4) “what is 
meant by Christ's victory over the tpowers'? How can we give meaning to this in 
the modern world?" 5) "How does God use the opposition of his enemies and the - 
disobedience of his own people to fulfil his purposes?" 6) "What does the Lord- 
ship of Christ over the world mean for the manner in which the Church exercises 
its prophetic ministry, and for the content of its message to the world?" 7) "What 
is the witness of the Church to the Lordship of Christ in the service which it 
renders to man in need? 8) What is the witness to the Lordship of Christ which 
the Church may make to the world through prayer, suffering, and steadfast patient 
endurance (hupomone)?" 
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> This subject is tc be discussed at a study conference composed of 25 members 
- clergy and laity - who are biblical experts. 


The Central Committee authorised the Department of Evangelism and the Depart- 
ment of Missionary Studies to undertake a joint study in the field of Christian- 
ity and the non-Christian religions, The tentative English title of the study 
is"The Word of God and the Living Faiths of Men." 


This will involve examination of the appeal and the power of the non-Christian 
religions, and the particular problems involved in communicating the Word of God 
to those who live by these faiths. 


The Central Committee authorised the Division of Studies to appoint a special 
committee to undertake this study and special staff will be secured to carry on- 
the project. It is proposed that the study centres of the International lission-~ 
| ary Council, which are being established for the study of non-Christian religions, 
| be used as key points for the research required in the whole study. 


A progress report on the special study of"Christians and the Prevention of 
| War in an Atamic Age, A Theological Discussion"indicated that a-commission has - 
been organised and will meet for the first time on September 16-20 at the Ecume~ 
nical Institute, Bossey. Sir Thomas Taylor of Scotland is the chairman of this 
commission. It is expected that the Commission will meet at least twice and that 
after its first meeting a provisional statement will be issued for discussion in 
the member churches. 


From the Department on Church and Society the Central Committee received a 
report on the study of the Christian Responsibility toward Areas of Rapid Social 
| Change in Asia, Africa and latin /merica. The report indicated that the project 
' had received very favourable response in the churches and that several study 
conferences on social questions had already been held.New staff had been secured 
to promote the study in Asia and Africa. The report also indicated that a new 
statement on the issues in the study had been prepared by the Department on 
Church and Society and would be published early in September. Plans for the study 
during the coming two years were also presented. 


The Central Committee voted in favour of receiving the report and authorised © 
the Working Committee of the Departmenton Church and Society to proceed with 
the implementation of its plans for the project. 


Report of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 


The Central Committee examined reports from those responsible for the work 
of the division, which clearly showed that the balance of the work is shifting 
-more and more towards Asia. But this by no means implies that the many needs of 

Europe are being disregarded. 


An important figure in the relief work done by Inter-Church Aid in Asia and 
other continents is the "Fraternal Worker", a new type of church social worker 
who could be described as the missionary of the ecumenical relief work, He is not 
intended to take the place of the "classical" missionary, but rather to cooperate 
with the missionary wherever a church requests another church to help it by send- 
ing it a trained church worker, 
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At the present time the Service to Refugees is in a state of transition. At 
the end of this year the Refugee Relief Act (USA) will expire. This act enabled 
the Jorld Council of Churches, in cooperation with other international relief 
agencies, to settle thousands of refugees in the USA, Dr. Edgar Chandler, director 
of the Service to Refugees, expressed the hope at Galyateto that during the near 
future another 40,000 refugees would be granted permission by Congress to emigrate 
to the USA. On July lst 1956 the Service of Refugees of the \YorLd Council of 
Churches was looking after 156,000 refugees. When the emigration programme comes 
to an end and the Service to Refugees concentrates less on re-settlement, the - 
World Council will have to face new and important tasks, especially that of co- 
operating with all the churches to ensure that adequate provision is made for 
spiritual and material needs of the refugee groups which cannot emigrate. 


Dr, Elfan Rees, the European representative of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, drew the attention of the meeting to the plight of the 
Arab refugees in the Near East. He expressed his concern at the fact that the 
churches were not paying encugh attention to this problem, He urged the Central 
Committee to ensure that the findings of the Beirut Conference (see E.P.S. No 22) 
were given wide publicity, and to continue to support the Near Kast programme. 


The following resolution was adopted by the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches following the presentation of the division's report: 


"Tho Central Comnittce 


"Having received in plenary session the report of the Division of Inter-= 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees... 


"Calls upon governments and the intergovernmental agencies they establish, 
to bear a greater share of the operational role involved in resolving refugee 
problems. 


"Reaffirms the continuing responsibility of the World Council of Churches 
for its ministry to refugees. 


'Reassures the refugees who look to it for help that it will not abandon 
them in their tragedy and 


‘Resolves 


1) to reaffirm the mandate of the Division for Service to Refugees and to 
endorse its decision to seek from the churches such contributions to the 
Service programme as will make possible the fulfilment of this ministry. 


2) to lay upon the churches the need for a continuing concern for refugees..." 


An Expanding Publications Policy 


The following paragraph quoted from the report of the Department of Informa 
tion shows the latest developments of its work. 


"Publications prepared and seen through the press by the Department now 
include the following: The Bulletin of the Division of Studies, the Youth Depart- 
ment News Sheet (in its new form), Laity and "Documents" (for the Department m 
the Laity), the new booklet on the CCIA, the Inter-Church Aid Newsletter and all 
occasional publications connected with the Division's work, the monthly Newsletter 
on Evangelism (Department of Evangelism), "Background Information" and "Project 
Papers" (Department of Church and Society). Other publications are in preparation 
for the Ecumenical Institute, the Department on the laity, the Youth Department 
and the Department on Co-operation of Men and Women in Church and Society." 
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Central Committee Appoints New Hast Asia Secretary 


During its ‘recent meeting at Galyateto, Hungary, the Central Committee of the 
Wrld Council of Churches appointed Mr. Kyaw Than (Burma) as East Asia Secretary 
to the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council, in 
succession to Dr. Rajah Manikam, now (lutheran) Bishop of Tranquebar. The appoint- 
ment is for one year "beginning as soon as he can be freed from his present work 
with the World's Student Christian Federation". 


UNITED KINGDOM Archbishop of York Reports on Moscow Visit 


"The purpose of our trip was to discuss the extent of doctrinal agreement 
between the Russian Orthodox and the Anglican Churches and set forward mutual 
knowledge of one another," said Dr. Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of York, after his 
return from Moscow where he had met the leading representatives of the Russian 
Orthodox Church (see also E.P.S. No.12). 


Summing up the conference, Dr. Ramsey said: "I think it was a success." 


"The long separation of the two churches made the exchange of ideas rather 
slow, but we really did get together. Both sides," he said, "felt that it was 
really worth while going forward and going on to explore the unity and doctrine 
that does exist between us. I should say that as a result of the conference our 
churches have grown closer together," 


The conference, added Dr, Ramsey, turned out to be only a small part of the 
visit. The delegation attended many services, including the consecration of a 
bishop, and Dr. Ramsey addressed the congregation in about a dozen churches, where 
they had a wonderful welcome. 


An official statement issued by the Church of England Council on Foreign 
Relations reports that papers were read at the conference in Moscow on a number 
of important topics: the history of the relations between the Russian Orthodox 
Church and the Church of England; the nature of the Church; the place of the laity 
in the Church; the Creeds; the Filioque clause, and its formulations; dogma and 
opinion; the sacraments; Orthodox practices and Anglican formularies. Discussion 
took place on most of these subjects. 


The sessions were chaired alternately by the Archbishop of York and Bishop 
Michael of Smolensk, with the exception of the first session which took place 
under the chairmanship of the Metropolitan Nikolai Krutitsky. 


"During the discussion," continues the statement, "it was found that there 
was a wide measure of agreement between the delegations on a number of important 
points. There was also a number of divergencies due to different emphases and 
customs. There was not much time during the conference to discuss fully all these 
points of difference, and much work remains to be done before such discussions 
could be complete. 


"Nevertheless the conference members are convinced that their meeting has 
been of very great value in increasing understanding of one another's points of 
view." BePeOe, Geneva 
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GERMANY , "Those Who are Reconciled live Differently" 
An "ecumenical" Kirchentag 


(Frankfurt-am-liain) - "Here the ecumenical spirit is at work, Here we show the will 
of all Christians to transcend all obstaclss and to attain universal brotherhood." 
So runs the greeting of the ecumenical movement given at the impressive final 
announcement of the Seventh German Evangelical Kirchentag held in Frankfurt-am- 
Main, to the 500,000 Christians from all over Germany and all parts of the worid,. 
and to the millions of listeners and viewers through radio and television. The 
greeting, which was pronounced by Dr. Oscar Lee of the Council of Christian Churches 
in the U.S.A. on behalf of Christians all over the world, went on to say that the 
Kirchentag transcendad all barriers of nation and race, politics and cultur:, and 
brought people together to bear witness to the love of God in Jesus Christ. 


This Kirchentag in Frankfurt was more ecumenical in character than any of the 
previous ones, as many reports confirm, This was shown, from the purely organisa-— 
tional point of view, by the impressive number of participants frem other countrics: 
over 3,000 members of foreign churches attended - Iutherans, Reformed, Orthodox, 
Free Churchmen, Baptists, lMennonites, Presbyterians, Congregationalists and the 
United Brethren (Moravians) were there, not only from Europe but also from Asia, 
Africa, Australia and America. Ecumenical leaders addressed the Kirchentag at a 
large number of meetings. 


- Tt was the theme of this Kirchentag, however,,, which was most scumenical of 
all, for (to quote Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches) the ecumenical movement is also a movement for peace, The call to 
reconciliation and atonement in Frankfurt was understood as a call to love and 
service to one's neighbour in one's own country and in distant continents. The 
grectings of the ecumenical movement to the Kirchentag therefore emphasised "we 
must all remember that reconciliation with God, and with any human being, is 
possible only through love to those whose necds are more desperate than anyone 
here knows," 


The usual collection of the Kirchentag, taken up by Deaconesses in their 
white aprons at the closing ceremony in the "Rebstockgelande'! in an enormous semi- 
circle, was a spontaneous answer to the appeal; it was intended for the "hungry 
earth", "The bare existence of over a milliard people is threatened, all over the 
world," says the message of the Frankfurt Kirchentag of 1956. "This presents a 
challenge to us to share what God has given to our countries with those who are 
starving. Our concern for these millions of human beings must not be at the mercy 
of the political competition and the struggle of power. God wants Christendom to 
give a sign of genuine love in His name. From this Sacrifice He will je receive 
that our hearts are changed. We have known what huncer is, and have also had over- 
whelming proof of what helping love can do, Our hunger has been satisfied far 
sooner than we ever expected. Now God expects us to honour Him and His mercy by 
giving goncrously and continuing to give." 


The message of the Kirchentag urges Christians in Germany "not to let the 
present division of Germany blind us to the plight of other nations", and this 
draws the attention of Christians all over the world to another main concern of 
the Kirchentag - the division of the German people. About 25,000 people from the 
German Democratic Republic had travelled to Frankfurt on their own initiative, 
on onc of the ten special express trains, in order to show the world that Dr, 
Visser 't Hooft described as one of the Church's direct contributions to the 
solution of international problems: "It must be made clear that within the Church 
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there are "no frontiers, no curtains, no racial diffcrenccs, which might divide 
those who are united in Christ." 


The people from Western and Lastern Germany were accompanied by nearly all - 
the German bishops and presidents and by outstanding representatives of the Fede- 
ral Republic and the German Democratic Republic, The opening servicc was attended 
by Prcetessor Heuss (president of the Federal Republic), Otto Nuschke (vice- 
president cf the German Democratic Republic), Dr. Bugen Gurstenmaier (presi dent 
of thu Bundestag) and Dr. Dieckmann (president of ths People's Chamber of the 
German Democratic Republic) 


With 25,000 participants from Western Germany and nearly the same number 
from Eastern Germany, the two German Republics were represented cqually in’ the 
study groups. Observers report that these study groups made a strong impression 
on the visitors: people from the two parts of Germany sat togethcr with their 
politicians and church lcaders (also from East and West) and struggled with the 
difficulties and unsolved problems of our time. As Dr. von Thadden, president of 
the Kirchentag, made clear at a press conference, "we arc not cngaged in politics, 
either home or forcign"; neverthcless the Kirchentag was "a political factor of 
primary importance. Its mere existence and the naturalness of its supertemporal 
pronouncements simply cannot be overlooked; it is a step forward on the way to 
the unity of the Fathvrland and to unity within the ecumenical movemcnt."! 


"'Tsn't our Neighbour Getting too Near to Us?" 


The Kirchentag is organised by and for the laity. "Dam't leave the Church 
solely to the pastors, nor the state solely to the rulers" (von Thadden), The- 
Kirchentag is a gathcring of the rank and file of the Church, in order to "re- 
consider the cthical approach"! to cvery aspect of life in socicty on a Christian 
basis. As the president of the Kirchentag said, today it is "constantly growing 
clearer that political and cconomic developments depend more on the individual's 
moral attitude and his sense of responsibility than on thcoretical insights." 


In his final address on the Sunday, Dr. von Thadden rcportcd on the work of 
the six study groups. "Taking our stand on the message of the Bible, we discussed 
marriage, which many pcoplo today sccm to fecl burdensome. .Jc also discussed the 
difficulties which face women today in thuir occupations, torn between pcople and 
machines. Ve talked about the dangers facing the younger gencrations as they grow 
up, and the challenge of incrcasing automation. We spoke of village life, wis 
countryside, and the loss of the old peaccful Sunday, The plight of millions who 
arc cramped in little flats and crushed by circumstances, and who cven in the 
midst of thc traffic in the strects arc utterly alone. And then there is the 
question of th. fate of the people organised in associations and organisations; 
and the pressing problem of thu division of our nation, and the question of intcr- 
national pcace and reconciliation," 


"God's question in the Old Testament, 'Cain, where is thy brother Abel?! 
dominatcd this Kirchcntag," states the message of the 1956 Kirchentag. (published 
by the "Cublizistischcr Arbeitskreis" of the German Evangelical Kirchentag). "The 
outstanding note of the Kirchcntag was not politics, nor any discussion beotwcen 
East and West, but something completely non-political, something which prcoccupics 
people in the West just as much as those in the East," This became clear in 
innumcrable conversations during the Kirchentag and in the discussion of the study 
group on Confession. In view of thc conflicts of conscicnce cxpericneed by modern 
people, many of the participants considered it osscential to revive the practice 
of personal confession within the Protcstant Church. HePede, Geneva 


- ~ 
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GERMANY _ Ecumenical Evening at thc Kirchentag 


(Frankfurt-am-lain ) ~The seventh German Evangelical Kirchentag held-at Frankfurt 
has been described by Dr. Reinhold von Thadden-I ricglaff as "an all-German and an 
ecumenical Kirchentag". The extensive programme included a number of mectings of 
ecumenical interest, such as those on "World Christendom", "The Young Churches" 
and "German Churches Report to the Ecumenical Movement". 


World Christendom" was the theme of an evening mecting attended by about 
12,000 people, including most of the 3,000 visitors from abroad. Dr. Visser M 
Hooft, (general secretary of the World Council of Churches), the Rev. D.T. Niles 
from Ceylon (president of the World's Student Christian Federation)and Bishop 
Otto Dibelius (one of the presidents of the World Council of Churches and presidnnt 
of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany) showed that the ecumenical 


movement is not an cmpty word but a reality to those in Frankfurt. 


Bishop Dibclius thanked the churches in other countries for all the help which 
Germany had received from them since the war, and which it is still receiving. 
Their fellow-Christians in the German Democratic Republic would certainly necd 
ceumenical aid for another 25 ycars in order to restore and extend the life of the 
churches there both in worship and in education. Referring to the recent mectings - 
of the World Council of Churches in Hungary, the Bishop paid tribute to the resolu- 
tions then adopted concerning the basis for international relations (see H.ePede 
No, 32). Both in the totalitarian states and in other countries the churches were 
agreed that "people must be free to travel, to mect and to know their neighbours, 
through personal cncounter to seck understanding and create friendship, They must 
also be free to choose by whom and in what way they wish to be governed." 


The Rev. D.T. Niles reported on the Protestant Church in Ceylon, H. requested 
tho churches in the West to help the young churches by sending Missionaries, and 
in this way to furthcr the ecumenical movement. The missionaries were not needed 
in order to work for the Asians, but in order to work with them for their common 
lord, he said. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft explained to his audience that the whole of the modern 
ceumenical movement was "a journey to Jerusalem, a re-discovery of the original 
unity of the Church", The ecumenical movement was not a manifestation of inter- 
national enthusiasm, but the expression of the deep longing of many churches in 
many countries for the original unity of the Church, "We are living at a time", 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, "when the congregations are beginning to understand more 
and more that this unity is part of the very nature of the Church.'!! Unity should - 
never become an end in itself; nor should it be understood as unity in the church- 
political sense, The only thing that mattered was "unity in the great cause of 
Christ - and that was the message of the Gospel all over the world." What mattered 
was the unity of the Church in movement, thu unity of a Church which was always 
journeying in expectation of the New Jerusalem. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft emphasised the great opportunitics for social service presd- 
ted by the Churches working together in the fellowship of the ecumenical movement. 
In this the churches were only at the beginning. They had only just begun to 
realise that the task confronting Christians today was to succour all those in 
distress throughout the world. He emphasised that the Church could only speak 
about reconciliation if it lived by the reconciliation which sprang from peace 
within the Church itself. The unity of the cvangelising Church must not remain 
theoretical and invisible. The ecumenical movement was 2 movement for world peace. 
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By its example it directly hclped tc solve international problems, It must be made 
Clear that within the Church there are "no frontiers, no curtains, no racial 
differences, which might divide those who are united in Christ". The tense situation 
in international affairs, said Dr. Visser 't Hooft in conclusion, "gives us a fresh 


J opportunity to manifest the healing power of Christ." BeP.oe, Geneva 
| GERMANY : Honorary Degree Conferred on Dr, Franklin Clark Fry 


(Frankfurt) - On the opening day of the German Protestant Kirchentag in Frankfurt- 
am-Main, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches and vice-president of the lutheran ‘Jorld Federation, received 
‘the honorary degree of Doctor of Theology of Gottingen University. This honour 
was in recognition of his services to the ecumenical movement and especially of 
Vthe Christian relief work organised by him during the ten years after the war. 


; The honour was formally conferred by Professor Otto Weber in the name of -the 
Theological Faculty of Gottingen. He explained that this degree was being con- 
Yferred during the Kirchentag as a token of the friendship which extends beyond the 
frontiers of nation and confession. Dr. Fry accepted it as an honour to the Ameri- 
“can churches and also to the World Council of Churches. Bishop liljc (as president 
of the Iutheran World Federation) and Bishop Dibelius (as one of the presidents 
of the Jorld Council of Churches and president of the Council of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany) warmly congratulated Dr. Fry and expressed their pleasure that 
he had received this honour. The ceremony was attended by Dr. Visser 't Hooft 
(general secretary of the World Council of Churches); Dr. Robert S, Bilheimer, 
(director of the Division of Studies of the Vorld Council of Churches); Bishop 
Martin of the Methodist Church in Texas, U.S.A»; Dr. von Thadden (president of the 
: Kirchentag); Dr. Martin Niemoller (Kirchenprésident); Bishop lMitzenheim and 
; President “ischmann (from the Foreign Office of the German Evangelical Church, 


' Frankfurt). | B.P.S., Geneva 
ESTONTA Restoration of Churches in Soviet Estonia 


According to the "Baltic Letters" (published in Germany) new life is spring- 
ing up among the Iuthcran population in Soviet Estonia since the war. In spite 
of many difficulties and obstacles, many churches have succecded in building up 
their life on a new basis and in restoring their old buildings. 


The Cathedral, the caurch of the Holy Spirit and the church of Saint Nicholas 
in Reval are all protected as ancient monuments. No reports are available about 
the Olai-church; it is said to have been placed at the disposal of the Baptists - 
and the Evangeliumschristen. In the church of the Holy Spirit, which has been con- 
pletely restored in the original style, the famous high altar built by Bernt 
Notke in 1483 is back in its place. The churches in Oberpahlen, Iuggenhusen, Jewe 
and St. Catharinen have also been restored, and it is planned to restore a number 
of others. EeP.S.e, Geneva 


No, 33 ~ August 17th, 1956 Zee at OAT. 


The World YWCA Has a New General Secretary 


_ After nine years as general secretary at the World WICA, Miss Helen Roberts 
is relinquishing her post. It was during this period that a thorough revision of 
‘the World YWCA Constitution was achieved, the new Constitution expressing the 
growth of the movement in its international and ecumenical aspects. 


Miss Roberts attended the World Conference of Christian Youth at Travancore, 
India, in 1952, and the World Council of Churches! General Assemblies at Amsterdam 
/and Evanston. She was a consultant on the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches until July 1955 and is a member of the WCC's Commission on the Co- 
operation of Men and Women in Church and Society. 


Miss Elizabeth Palmer, who succeeds Miss Roberts and took over her post on 
July 15th, is a member of the American Episcopal Church, She has already completed 
‘eleven years on the World YWCA staff, where she was successively youth secretary, 
secretary in South East Asia, and Finance secretary. Through extensive travel, she 
thas had a unique opportunity to see national and local associations at work, to 
their problems and to meet their members, BePeSe, Geneva 
z 


A YMCA Call to United Action 


(Geneva) - Towards the close of the mecting of the Executive Committee of the 
World Alliance of YMCA1s which tock place in Geneva from July 11th to 18th, manbers 
of the group listened to President Charles Sherman as he outlined a "master plan" 
for the coming years. 


On the recommendation of the president, the Executive Committee unanimously 
agreed to “approve and forward to the World Council the proposal to initiate, 
coordinate, and sponsor a world-wide Extension Drive in order to increase the par- 
ticipation of our total movement in an extended programme of extension and mutual 
aid." 


} In a very real sense this proposal is rooted in the experience of the World 

Centennial Conference at Paris 1955. Out of the renewed sense of Christian solida-- 

| rity awakened by the historic gathering came a demand for a "bold policy" of exten- 

* sion and expansion. During the past year this conviction has crystallised into a 
definite plan. Quite appropriately, therefore, Mr, Sherman proposed that this world- 
wide effort should be called the Centennial Extension Drive. 


Such a campaign cannot be organised from any central headquarters; it must 
reflect the desire of every national movement and every association to do its 
share in meeting the world-wide need, Hence the significance of the second para- 

_ graph cf the proposal adopted by the Executive Committee: "Subject to the need for 

- over-all coordination, cach national alliance shall direct within its own movement 
the campaign to raise funds, call forth commitment on the part of its members, and 
in gen ral arouse in cach member a deep sense of Christian concern and personal 
responsibility for the outreach of the message of Christ, and the opportunities 
open to the YMCA," 


"An expanded programme of extension and mutual aid’ ~ "a realistic approach 
to youth in the present world of rapid social change": these goals are presented 
as the focus for unitcd thought and action by all associations - looking toward 

_ the development of a long-term plan for the world movement when the World Council 
meets in 1957. E.P.oe, Geneva 
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BULGARIA 75th Birthday of Professor Stefan Zankow 


(Sofia) - "Zrkoven Vestnik", the weekly paper of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church of 
the Patrtarchate, devoted its CcOver-page on July 30th to Professor Stefan Zankow, 
the well~known professor of Theology, who has just celcbrated his 75th birthday. 
Patriarch Cyrill, the head of the Orthodox Churdh, pays tribute in a personal 
article to Professor Zankow's many years of service as a pricst, as a college 
lecturer and as a church journalist who represented and furthered the cause of 
the Christian Church far beyond the fronticrs of his own country. 


In tho name of the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, the paper 
congratulates Profefsor Zankow, who is very well known and highly esteemed, and 
Gxpresses every good wish for his future work in the service of the Church. 


A longer article by Professor 1.5. Markowsky describes the life of Professor 
Zankow, with full details concerning his cooperation in the ecumenical movement 
beforc the war. He pays tribute to Professor Zankow's work in decpening the cons- 
ciousness of the Church both in Bulgaria and in other countrics, and to his thorough 
understanding of contemporary social ethics. The article also enumerates his many 
theological writings, which reveal the different aspects of his work. 


Professor Zankow is an honorary doctor of Theology of the universitics of 
Athens, Oxford, Berlin and Budapest (Academy of Refomed Theology) and also of the 


Bulgarian Religious Academy of Saint Clement of Ochrida. E.ePede, Geneva 
JAPAN Centennial Evangelism of United Church of Christ 


Seventy representatives of the U.districts of the United Church of Christ in 
Japan met in Amagi Sanso in the Isu peninsula to make plans for evangelism during 
the ensuing year. 


1957 will be "Women Emphasis Year", just as this is "Youth Emphasis Year". 
Under a general plan for permeating society in general, the church hzadquarters 
will emphasise: 1) good-will cvangelism to the churches; 2) regional evangeli stic 
councils; 3) literature promotions 4) coeperation with educational and social 
welfare agencics; 5) organisation of lay-clergy cvangelistic bodics; 6) utilisa- 
tion of the 1958 World Sunday School Convention; 7) preparation for overseas evan= 
golistic activites; and 8) research on methods of evangclism. 


The districts will stress: local independent evangelistic activites; stengthen- 
ing of small churches; cooperative evangelism; cooperation with missionaries. 

The local churches will promote: membership training; neighbourhood evangelism: 
development of evangelistic methods; pionesr evangelism; visitation evangelism; and 
home meetings. BePede, Goneva 
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The General Committee Meeting of — Churches Respond to Appeal for Aid to 
Mee WoOCh in Tuceinois |. ets oe weet. «ViLetims of Floods, Drought . ci. iels ew 4 
Open Letter to Communists from Malayan Christian Council Seeks 


Religious Leaders in America ... 3 Freedom to Evangelise . .. + se eees 6 


This week's issue, in addition to recent news, includes a summary of 
important developments since EPS last appeared. It also relates import~ 
ant events in the month of August 


World Presbyterian Alliance Holds Meetings in Burope 


The first meeting of the Executive Committee of the iJorld Presbyterian Alliance 
to be held in a Communist country was held from August 7 to 11 in Prague, Czecho- 
slovakia. Contacts were re~established with the 800,000 strong Reformed Church of 
Rumania and the small Reformed Church of Poland for the first time since World War 
ee 


Major decisions included plans to hold the 18th General Council of the Alliance 
in Brazil from August 2~12, 1959,at the time of the 100th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Brazilian Presbyterian Churches. Two new churches were admitted to 
Alliance membership: the multi-racial Presbyterian Church of Hast Africa (Kenya) 
and the Cumberland Presb: terian Church (USA), Total membership of the Alliance is- 
now 68 churches. In development of theological work, exisiting theological commis~ 
sions were instructed to "develop a statement or statements of faith in the face 
of the religious and secular heresies of the Twentieth Century." 


At the end of the meeting, the president of the Committee, Dr. John A. Mackay 
of Princeton, New Jersey, preached to a congregation of over 3,000 in the Bethlehem 
chapel where John Hus first proclaimed the Reformation, It was the first Protestant 
service in the chapel since 1620, 


The Alliance's European Area Council, meeting in Emden (Germany) from August 
16-21, adopted a statement on the theme of the session, "The Reformed Churches and 
Worship". Declaring that "the Church's worship is neither fully satisfying the needs 
of church members nor fully impinging in a missionary way upon the people outside ~ 
the churches", the Council said that "divine service and its liturgy properly under- 
stood is the total service of God, by the whole man. The connection between worship 
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(the service of God in His house) and life (the service of God in the world day 
by day) is closé, and must characterise all true preaching." 


Expressing deep-ccencern at the situation of Protestants in Spain, the Council 
affirmed "with Roman Catholics who have honestly admitted this" that "the injustice 
committed against Protestantism in Spain cannot be tolerated."' The resolution 
strongly protests against "the wrecking or closing of churches, the confiscation - 
of Bibles, the forbidding of all Protestant schools and the fact that the evangel- 
ical witness, dedicated to the service of Jesus Christ alone, had been made im- 
possible." 


The newly elected committee for the buropean area includes Dr. Alex King of 
Scotland as chairman and Bishop Albert Berecszky (Hungary) and Dr. Berthold Fokken 
of the Evangelical Reformed Church of North West Germany 35 vice-chairmen,, 

B.ePeoe, Geneva 


The General Committee lleeting of the Jorld's Student Christian 
Federation in Tutzing, Germany, August 12-26 


This meeting was the most representative ever held by the WSCF during its 
sixty years of existence. There were more than two hundred participants from forty~- 
seven countries. The presence of seventeen delegates from eleven Latin American 
countries was particularly notable. The participation of delegates from five African 
countries indicated the beginning of the development of Student Christian movements 
on that continent, and the General Committee gave considerable time to the study 
of the problems in Africa and of ways for strengthening Christian work in the 
universities andcolleges there. 


The Federation's expansion was also reflected in the election of an Executive 
Committee which includes among its officers a chairman from Ceylon, Dr. D.T. Niles; 
a vice-chairman from Africa, Mrs. Rena Karefa-Smart, and an associate general 
secretary fron Uruguay, the Rev. Valdo Galland, Other officers represented Europe 
and North America - Dr. Carl Iund-Quist (USA), and Miss Elizabeth Adler (Eastern 
Germany), vice-chairmen; the Rev. Philip Lee Wolf (Great Britain) and Miss leila 
Anderson (USA), treasurers, and Mr. Philippe Maury (France), general secretary. 
The staff appointed in addition to the general secretaries includes two Americans, 


a Finn, an Argentinian and an Indian. Three members of the staff are responsible 


for regional developments, one in Latin America, one in Africa, and one in Asia. 


Another notable feature of this General Committee was the presence, for the 
first time since 1949, of official Chinese delegates, who came directly from Peking 
and Shanghai. 


The theme of the General Committee was "Jesus Christ the Reconciler", This 
theme was introduced in an address by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches. Two other addresses described the reaction of 
the world to the Christian message of reconciliation, one with the background of 
awakening Africa by Mrs. Karefa-Smart, and the other by the well-known French 
existentialist writer, Francis Jeanson. 


The major responsibility of the General Committee was to define programme and 
policy for the WSCF for the coming three years until the next meeting. Plans were 
made for new work among university teachers, in theological seminaries and in 
secondary schools, as well as technical and teachers! training colleges. Much 
attention was given tc ecumenical questions and to the need for preserving or 
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establishing unity in Christian work in the university. Relationships between 
Student Christian Movements (SCM) and Roman Catholic groups, on the one hand, and - 
fundamentalist groups, on the other, were considered, and various projects for con- 
frentation and cooperation were discussed, The General Committee also emphasised 
the need for real involvement of Christian students andof the Federation itself in 
contacts with secular student organisations. Attention was given to the need to 


provide special help for students in the realm of perscnal life, prayer, moral 


problems and Christian discipline. The General Committee also devoted time to the 
task of cooperation between men and women in the university and the SCI. 


Finally, the General Committee adopted in principle a project for long-range 
action in the field of ecumenical and missionary education. This programme would 
include a systematic study by student Christian groups of the foundations, problems 
and forms of the mission of the Church in the present world and of the ways in which 


Christian students can prepare themselves to assume responsibility in this mission. 
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It would also involve several international meetings which would focus this con~ 
tinuing effort. In 1958, a conference of Asian SCM representatives would meet to 
help sharpen the issues now confronting the churches in their mission, In 1959, a 
major conference bringing together several hundred students and young Christian 
leaders would aim at giving systematic teaching in all matters concerning the 


' mission of the Church, calling on the help of the best world experts on problems of 


mission, evangelism and ecumenism. + would be followed in 1960, 1961 and 1962 by 
regional conferences in different parts of the world, This project could be the 
most significant undertaking by the WSCF for a great many years, and will not be 
realisable without the full cooperation and support of churches and missionary 


societies. BePeSe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Open Letter to Communists from Religious Leaders in America 


An open letter, addressed to "the perplexed among Communists", has been 
published recently above the signatures of prominent religious leaders in the 
United States. The letter says in part: 


"Since the death of Stalin in March, 1953, and more especially since the 
official move three years later by Khrushchev and his colleagues to desanctify 
the foremost tyrant of Russian and world history, you have experienced a soul~ 
searching of the most fundamental character... 


"The crisis you face is one that goes down to bedrock, It is fundamentally a 
moral and spiritual crisis. It has to do not so much with organisation or politics 
as such, but with man and the relation of ends and means in ethics and then in 
social and political thought. 


"To put the matter another way, the issue before the world, and preeminently 
in the minds of all sincere, decent human beings, is the inalienable rights of man 
versus the totalitarian State... 


"'Tn-facing these questions," the letter goes on to say, “please do not feel 
that non-Commnists are necessarily hostile or harsh in their judgments. Remember 
that there are those outside the Party who understand that the aspirations which 
in the past attracted many to Communism are common human ideals held by all men of 
good will, 


"But if anything is sure, it is that the totalitarian way is the graveyard of 
human values and human hope. It is shameful to go on in an evil course, and to 
persist in the betrayal of man's highest ideals, simply because one lacks the 
courage to go to the bottom and uncover the source of fatal error. 
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"Tn this task you need the help and understanding of those who share your 
aspiration toward a better world, but reject the totalitarian road. Those of us 
associated with FRASCO - Foundation for Religious Action in the Social and Civil 
Order ~ who are initiating this appeal, are persons of varied backgrounds and 
differing creeds, from diverse walks of life. 


"lle were brought together, first of all, by the terrible danger that faces 
our generation, This danger is partly physical. But still more dark and appalling 
is the abyss of the mind and spirit which yawns on the very edge of history in 
our time. We are determined with all that in us lies to resist the slide of 
humanity toward the bottomless pit in which animal craft and power are total, and 
man is no longer recognisable as man." 


The signatories to this letter include the Right Rev. Henry Tucker, formerly 
presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church; the Right Rev. Angus Dun, 
Bishop of Washington; the Very Rev. James Pike, Daan of the Cathedral of St. John 
the Divine, New York; the Most Rev. Athenagoras, Greek Orthodox Bishop of New 
England; the Most Rev. ilichael Ready, Roman Catholic Bishop of Columbus, Ohio; 
lr, Benjamin Mays, president of Morehouse Colleges and Rabbi Andhil Fineburg, 
ccmsultant to the American Jewish Committee. BePede, Geneva 


SWEDEN Church of Sweden Commissions New Director of 
Iutheran World Federation 


For the first time in its history, the Church of Sweden commissioned one of 
its pastors to work in an international church organisation when the Rev. Bengt 
Hoffman, new director of the lutheran ‘orld federation's Department of orld Ser- 
vice was installed in this office during a special service in Trollhattan, Sweden, 
this month (September 8), In the past, the Church of Sweden has only commissioned 
missionaries. 


Pastor Hoffman had worked for the World Council of Churches prior to 1953 
as secretary for Germany and Austria in the Department of Inter-Church Aid and 


Service to Refugees. B.P.Se, Geneva 
PAKISTAN Churches Respond to New Appeal for Aid to Victims of Floods, Drought 


Church organisations in the United States and Sweden were the first to respond 
to an urgent cable sent by the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 
of the Jorld Council of Churches on August 27, requesting funds for material aid 
to victims of floods in West Pakistan and India and drought in East Pakistan. 


A gift of 10,000 Swedish crowns came from the inter-church aid agency of the 
Church of Sweden, Svenska Kyrkohjalpen, Sigtuna, Sweden. Church World Service, an 
agency of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., has dis- 
patched two million pounds of rice to Hast Pakistan plus extra funds for distribu- 
tion and five thousand dollars to West Pakistan. 


Church relief agencies in many parts of the world have been asked by the 
Vorld Council of Churches to contribute for housing, clothing, and food. A further 
request for medicines is awaited. H.eP.es., Geneva 
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INDONESIA Army Chaplains’ Refresher Course 


The Indonssian Army has organised a six-months refresher course for its 54 
Protestant chaplains under the leadership of the Chief of Chaplains, Lt. Col. Rev. 
P.T. Serumpait. The course is spread over a two months period for each of three 


= 

ki Five of the eight teaching staff are related tc the Djakarta Theological 
‘College. The remaining three teachers are Lt. Col. Serumpait, who is rector of the 
‘Training Course, a lawyer attached to the ilinistry of Education, and Mr, I.P. 
Simandjoentak of the Christian University, who teaches Psychology. 


oF This is a required couse for all Army chaplains. The Chief of Staff, Major 
General Abdul Haris Nasution, has said that to create the estes spirit in the 
armed forces more religious instruction is required. 


The Imam Tentara, the iloslem "chaplains", have already conducted their train- 
“ing course in Jogjakarta. Presumably some provision will be made also for the seven 
Roman Catholic chaplains. In addition to the 54 army chaplains, there are also 
Pretestant chaplains in the Indonesian Navy and Air Force, BePeSe, Geneva 


Bucy Woxld Council Message of Sympathy in Marcinelle Mine 
i Disaster Acknowledged 


The World Council of Churches has received a cable from lir. Jean Ray, Minister of 
"Economic Affairs of the Belgian government, expressing appreciation for the 

Council's message of sympathy to the people of Belgium in the recent Marcinelle 

“Mine disaster. 


4 In the name of the World Council and its member churches, messages were sent 
mto M. Rey and to the Protestant pastor of the village, offering such aid as could 
be given by the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the Council. 
EePeSe, Geneva 


ITED STATES Evanston Report Honoured 


(New York) - The Evanston Report of the Second Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches has qualified for the fifty religious "Books of the Year 1955-56" list 
‘of the American library Association's Religious Books Round Table. 

BePeSe, Geneva 


POLAND DWF Secretary for llinority Churches to Visit Poland 


. The Rev. Mogens Zeuthen, secretary for Minority lutheran Churches in the LiF 
Department of World Service, left for Poland this month to visit the lutheran 


’ Pastor Zeuthen left on September 13 and will remain eight days. He made the 
‘trip at the invitation of Bishop Karol Kotula, head of the 220,000 member church, 
Who wanted him to survey possible World Service projects, During the August World 
‘Service Commission meeting in London, a budget increase of $25,000 was added to the 
current fiscal year for aid to churches in Eastern Europe, particularly Hungary, 
Poland and Czechoslovakia, Reports from these countries indicate that more aid can 
“how be sent with government permission. Pastor Zeuthen will be in charge of the 
distribution of a large part of these funds. 


. 
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le will be the first official LiF visitor to Poland since 1947. Pastor 


Zeuthen is from, Denmark, HePede, Geneva 
POLAND tate Returns Iutheran Church in Warsaw 


A telegram notifying the Iutheran ‘orld Federation that the Polish Govern- 
ment was relinquishing its use of Holy Trinity lutheran church in Warsaw was 
received by LiF Executive secretary Dr. Carl &, Iund-Quist from the Rev, Zygmunt 
WMichelis of the lutheran Church in Poland. 


The building had been confiscated by the Communist Governmnent in late 1950 
and used since then as a state youth and rally centre. It is the largest lutheran 
church in Poland and the only one in Warsaw, lutheran church authorities have 
long been trying to have it returned, Dr, lund-Quist said. 


In an answering telegram, Dr. Iund-Quist wired Pastor Michelis that the LiF 
"rejoices with the Lutheran Church of Poland in the return of the church building 
an Warsaw.'' He also said that he hoped "we can worship with you in this building - 
when we come-to Warsaw." An LiF delegation of four Western church leaders, includ- 
ing Dr. lund-Quist, has been invited to visit the lutheran Church in Poland early 
in October and his message referred to this. 


The church buildin. was destroyed by German artillery in 1939 and then re- 
built over a five-year period through contributions of Polish lutherans and a 
grant from the National lutheran Council in the USA right after the war. It was 
on the verge of completion when the government announced it would be taken over 
and used for secular purposes. 


Located on a small hill in the centre of the city, Holy Trinity was built 
first in 1780 and seats more than 5,000 persons. The design of the church, a 
rotunda style after the Pantheon in Kome, was chosen by the late Polish king, 
Stanislaw August, and the plans were drawn by the famous Polish architect, Szimon 
B, Zug. 


Dr. Iund-Quist and the three other members of the LiF delegation, Bishop 
Anders Nygren (Sweden), Bishop Moritz iitzenheim of Thiringen (East Gerrany) and 
Professor N.H. Sde (Copenhagen), will be in Warsaw on October 1st and will be 
spending five days touring the country and visiting the lutheran congregations. 
The invitation for this delegation came from Bishop Karol Kotula, head of the 
220,000 member church. HeP.eSe, Geneva 


MALAYA Christian Council Seeks Freedom to Evangelise 


The lalayan Christian Council has asked the Commissicn now preparing a 
Constitution for Malaya to provide guarantees of freedom for all citizens to 
"choose, profess and propagate" their religious beliefs. The constitutional 
commission is working in readiness for Malayan independence from British rule in 


1957. 


In a memorandum, the Christian Council requested recognition of five prin- 
ciples similar to those already conceded in the constitutions of India, Pakistan 
and Indonesia. The Council asked for the same "careful protection of the rights 
of minorities in fundamental freedoms and the giving of full religious freedom to 
all residents of the country! as in the other recently independent countries 
mentioned. 
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The five principles are: 


1. Fundamental rights fcr all citizens, including freedom of speech, assembly, 
association, movement, property holding and work. 


2. Full religious rights for all, including the right to choose, profess 
and propagate any religion. 


3. The right of every religious denomination or community to establish and 
maintain educational institutions and provide religious instruction for its youth 
with no child being required to receive instruction in any religion other than 
his own. 


4, No taxation for propagation of a religion other than one's own. 


5, Guarantees that no qualified citizen shall be discriminated against, in 
connection with appointment to public service, on the basis of race, religion, 
sex or place of birth. 


The Christian minority in Malaya is at present almost entirely drawn from 
people of Chinese or other non-llalayan origin. Under British rule, evangelisation 
among Malays, who are predominantly Moslem, has been discouraged by the govern- 
ment. BeP.Ss, Geneva 


FINLAND The Miissiological and Ecumenical Institute 


(Helsinki) - According to information given by Prof. Aimo Nikolainen, Dean of the 
Faculty of Theclogy, University of Helsinki, regular instruction will begin in 
the liissiological and Ecumenical Institute of the University of Helsinki this 
month, Prof, ifikko Juva will lecture onthe history of missions and the Rev. Seppo 
A. Teinonen on the history of Protestant missiology. The studies in ecumenics 
will be done in connection with other theological branches. 


The Institute was founded last January. The first semester last spring was 
devoted to collection of ecumenical and missionary materials and to preliminary 
studies. In July, Dr. Frank ‘J, Price, director of the liissionary Ressarch library, 
New York, visited the Institute and conferred with the executive secretary about 
the cooperation of both institutes, EeP.S., Geneva 
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Consultation on Christian Convictions and Attitudes in Relation 
; to the Jewish People 


(Bossey) - Since the Evanston debate on the Relations of the Christian Hope to- 
the Jewish People it has been evident that this issue requires much fuller con- 
sideration within the ecumenical movement. The World Council of Churches! Central 
Committee, at its meeting in 1955, therefore asked the Joint Committee of the WCC 
and IMC to arrange a consultation in conjunction with the International Mission- 
ary Council's Committee on the Christian Approach to the Jews, on the subject of 
Christian Convictions and Attitudes in relation to the Jewish People. The con- 
sultation was held at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, from September 12-18, 
under the chairmanship of Bishop Geoffrey Allen, Principal of Rippon Hall, Oxford, 
and a former Bishop of the Anglican Communion in Egypt. The members of the con- 
sultation included representatives from Scandinavia, Great Britain, Holland, France, 
Switzerland, the U.S.A. and the Near Hast. 


mies 


The meeting had before it a number of written contributions on particular 
aspects of the problem. These included papers by Professor T.M- Torrance (Israel 
and the Incarnation); Professor Walter M. Horton (The Abiding Significance of 
Romans ix to xi); Professor Wilhelm Vischer (The Great Commission and the People 
of God). The proceedings included a comprehensive survey of the position of the 
Jewish people in the contemporary scene and a consideration of dominant trends 
in Jewish thought. The crucial position of the Jewish people in the Near Eastern 
situation was constantly present in the thinking of the group, as were the many 
unresolved problems of that area, especially the prolonged sufferings of the Arab 
refugees. Theological studies were led by the Rev. Gosta Lindeskog of Uppsala and 
Professor Wilhelm Vischer of Montpellier. Discussion focussed on such matters as 
the inseparable connection between the Christian Gospel and the historic revela- 
tion of God in the Old Testament; the significance of the continued existence of 
the Jewish people as an ethnic and religious group through centuries of persecu- 
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tion and suffering; and issues of Christian eschatology. The group reached unanimity 
on the most sienificart aspects of its tasks and is reporting its conclusions to 
the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 

‘ HePee, Geneva 


SWITZERLAND World Council of Churches Urged to Take Tural Problems Seriously 


(Bossey) - Sixty-five rural experts from fifteen countries want the orld Council 
of Churches to discuss problems of rural life at its next Assembly in 1960. The 
request came from a Conference on the Church and Rural Life held from August 28 
to September 4 under the auspices of the Ecumenical Institute of the WCC, Bossey, 
Switzerland. 


At its closing session the Conference, which was the second in a series held 
at the Institute, agreed te ask the WCC for a further world rural conference in 
1958 or 1959, “with adequate representation from Asia, Africa and Latin America", 
In drawing attention to the small attendance this time from countries like India 
and South Africa delegates said it was "alsc just as important to have Chinese and 
Hungarian delegates present". 


———— 


ther recommendations included: introduction of "a group of theological con- - 
sultants" inte the next world meeting, to supplement sociological study and "intro- 
duce more theological understanding of the problems"; more lay participants so 
that "the voice of the farmer himself can be heard more", and greater emphasis on 


educational problems in relation to rural life. EePede, Geneva 
UNITED STATES World Methodism Defers Decision on Headquarters 


Closing its meeting at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, held in the first week 
of September, the Jorld Conference of Methodism decided to defer a final decision 
on the site of its permanent headquarters. 


The building where the meeting was held had been tentatively marked for this 
purpose. The Conference agreed to make it a historical and research centre for the 
time being and to choose the administrative centre when the gcenference's executive 
meets in Rome in 1957. 


Mir. Charles C. Parlin, a New York attorney and leading layman, said the centre 
at Junaluska would be suitable for archives but too remote for the secretariat. 
He also pointed out that the Lake Junaluska building, being situated in the Scuth, 
is not regularly open to members of all races. 


He urged that World Methodist headquarters be located either in New York, with 
a British secretary in charge, or in London, with an American secretary. 


Bishop D. Ward Nichols of Jacksonville, Florida, and several other Negro 
Methodist leaders, praised the non-segregated policies observed during the world 
conference sessions but said they were concerned whether the facilities would 
remain open to negroes in the future. 


The meeting of the World Conference represents 42 countries and 18 million 
Methodists. feP.Se, Geneva 


 : 
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UNITED STATES | Pentecostalists Celebrate Golden Jubilee 


(Los Angeles) - The birth of the Azusa Street "mission, which some church 
historians believe marked the beginning of the Pentecostalist movement, was 
celebrated at a Golden Jubilee observance from September 16-23. It was the first 
national meeting of the Pentecostal sects. 


The movement, it is reported, began in cottage prayer meetings. A preacher 
came from Texas to take charge of the meetings which then began to attract large 
crowds. This made necessary their moving to a former Methodist church on Azusa 
St., near the present Los Angeles civic centre. The Azusa St. "mission" soon won - 
national attention, A spokesman said that the movement has its problems, particul- 
arly with many so-called faith healers. 


"Nowadays sone faith healing may be psychological, and some of it may be 
faked," he said, "but in the early years of the Pentecostals it was the power of 
God." 


The movement was undenominational when it began. 


"The trend is that we must as Protestants work together with other Protest- 
ants," Rev, Arthur G. Osterberg, a district superintendent for the Assemblies of 
God, the largest Pentecostal group, said. "We are aware of the existence of 
tobstructive sects! among us. These share our name but not our outlook, !! 


"T hope it will not become necessary to solve our problems with an organisa- 
tion that will kill the revival spirit." E.P.Se, Geneva 


Iutheran World Federation Summer Meetings 


(Geneva) - The first International Congress on luther Research met at Aarhus, 
Denmark, in August under the chairmanship of Professor Regin Prenter, It was 
called by the Iutheran World Federation and attended by 30 experts from 14 
countries. The meeting co-ordinated luther research on an international basis 

and planned future conferences to be held every four years. : 


The lutheran World Federation's Theological Commission approved a study docu- 
ment as basis for the Third Assembly of the Iutheran World Federation in ifinnea- 
polis in August 1957. The title of the document is ''Christ liberates and unites". 
It was prepared by Professor Ernst Kinder of Munster. 


The Commission for World Service, meeting in London, from August 15-18, decided 
te replace its existing immigration programme in Europe, which terminates in May 


1957, by a more extensive programme of help for Eastern Europe. ‘/ork will be 
‘maintained in Hong Kong, Syria and Jordan. Funds were voted to underwrite the 


first French translation of the complete works of Martin Iuther. 


A record attendance of nearly 100 discussed the future of the Federation's 
Commission for World Mission during a meeting at Hurdals Verk, Norway. Without 
determining to what extent the department on World Missions should become a 
“higher authority" for Lutheran missionary work, it was decided to re-emphasise 


its function in counselling, promotion and research. BeP.o., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES E, and R. Church Clears Way for Merger 


(Lancaster, Pa.) ~ Del: gates to the triennial General Synod of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church unanimously approved a proposed merger of their denominations with 
the Congregational Christian Churches. The action paved the way for a joint meeting 
of the two bodies in Cleveland, June 25-27, 1957, to draft a constitution for the 
new communion. It will be called the United Church of Christ and have a membership 
of more than 2,000,000, ranking as the seventh largest Protestant denomination in 
the United States. The merger had been previously approved by the General Council 
of the Congregational Christian Churches at its biennial meeting in Omaha last 


June (see also E.P.S. No. 28, 1955). E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Protestant Youth Invites Delegation of Christian 


Youth from U.S.S.R. 


(Lake Geneva, Wis.) - The General Council of the United Christian Youth Movement 
voted to invite a group of Soviet Christian young people to visit the United States. 


An agency of the National Council of Churches, the UCYM represents 24 Pro- 
testant denominations and 37 state Christian youth councils. 


Charles H. Boyles, national chairman of the UCYM, said that the establishment 
of "such relations as are possible" with Christian young people in the Soviet Union 
was desired "in order that our essential unity in Christ may be made manifest to 


the world that the world may believe." BeP.oe, Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Christian Youth Conference Greets Roman Catholics and Orthodox 


(Bristol) - The Second British Conference of Christian Youth held at Bristol in 
early September sent greetings to Roman Cathclic youth organisations in Britain. 
"\ thousand young people fran the constituent churches and organisations of the 
British Council of Churches", the greeting said, "would like you to know that 
they have remembered your Church in their prayers at this time when you have Lost 
a well~known leader, and prayed for the power of the Holy Spirit to be with you at 
this time." The message referred to the recent death of Cardinal Griffin of West- 
minster, leader of British Roman Catholicism. 


Other messages "in Christian love and fellowship" were sent to the Greek 
Orthodox Youth Association in Great Britain and the Fellowship of Independent 
Evangelical Churches! Youth. 


Assurance of "the prayers and hopes of members of the conference" was sent to 
those participating in conversations between churches in Britain with a view to 
the establishment of intercommunion between them. The churches engaged in the con- 

‘versations are the Church of England and the llethodist Church; the Church of 
‘England, the Church of Scotland, the Episcopal Church of Scotland and the: Presby- 


terian Church of England. BePeoe, Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA _ Greek Orthodox Visit to Church of Yugoslavia 


(Belgrade) - In the course of a visit to Yugoslavia representatives of the Greek 
Orthodox Church received important decorations from the Yugoslav government. Arch- 
bishop Dorotheos of Athens, leader of the delegation, received the Order of the 
Yugoslav Banner, first class. Four other members of the group of nine were invested 
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with the second class of the same honour - the Metropolitans Chrysostomos of Philip~ 
poion and Thassos, Cyprian of Derissos, Seraphim of Arta and Damaskinos of Triphiliae. 


The awards were presented on behalf of President Tito by lir, Dobrivoje Rado- 
savljevic, head of the government's Commission on Religious Affairs, with the wish 
that the Church in Greece would "continue, as heretofore, to develop cooperation 
and friendship between Greece and Yugoslavia." 


The delegation spent two weeks in Yugoslavia at the invitation of the Patriarch 
Vikentije. On his return to Athens, the Archbishop of Athens sent a telegram to 
the Patriarch declaring that "this meeting and the cordial conversations we had 
regarding the problems of our Church will, I am sure, mark a great event in history, 
not-only for the relations between the two sister-churches, but for Orthodoxy in 


general." HePéSsj Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Protest against Population Transfers 


(Johannesburg) - Twenty-five prominent citizens, including the Anglican Bishop of 
Johannesburg, Dr. Ambrose Reeves, have appealed to the government, "in the name of 
religion and humanity", to halt implementation of the Group Areas Act. 


The Act divides the Union of South Africa into so-called white, black and 
Asian areas. People now living outside the areas designated for them are to be 
moved, White people, who are also compelled to move to designated areas, are 
affected to a lesser extent. 


The Group Ares Act was passed in 1950 by the nationalist government of Prime 
Minister Johannes G. Strijdom and is scheduled to go into operation next year. 


The statement assailed the “harshness and injustice" of the plan to uproot 
non-white communities in Johannesburg and in Sophiatown, Pagetown, Newclare, and 
Albertsville, to make way for white developments. 


"Tt is no exaggeration to say that the implementation of the Group Areas Act 


is nothing less than a process of despoliation and dispossession by proclamation", 


Dr. Reeves declared. 


: 


"The proclamations have exposed a state of affairs which cannot be defended 
by those who believe in human rights and freedom. It is a situation which calls 
for protest from all decent citizens. We call upon all white South Africans to 
join us in this appeal. 


We dare not stand silently aside while our non-white fellow South Africans 


face mass uprooting and economic ruin. Let is not be said that we failed to come 


to the aid of those in our South African community who are threatened with wrong 
in this grave emergency." 


The group pointed out that the orders for non-whites to leave their homes 


would uproot not only natives but many settled communities of Indians, Malayans and 


Chinese. They said the forced move would result in financial ruin for traders who 
had built up their business over a long period of time, and in unemployment among 
thousands of workers. 


They pleaded with white South Africans to come to the aid of their non-white 
neighbours "before too many are ruined." 


Alan Paton, author of "Cry the Beloved Country", was among the signers of the 
appeal. Hs Peoe’s Geneva 
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Problem of Arab Refugees Subject of New Publication 


(Geneva) - The plight of 900,000 Arab refugees from Palestine is the subject of the 
"Second Report from Beirut", a recent 64-page publication of the World.Council of 
Churches! Service to-Refugees, Geneva, Switzerland. 


The book is a report on the conference convened for the International Mission- 
ary Council and the World Council of Churches at Beirut, Lebanon, from May 21-25, 
1956 (see E.P.S. No. ZA, by the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees of the W.C.C. It contains statements adopted by the conference, an apprai- 
sal of the eight million dollar relief programme administered by Christian volun- 
tary agencies for Arab refugees, and the principel addresses heard by the con- 
ference. 


Dr. Charles Malik of Lebanon discusses the political realities in the Near 
East in a speech which covers the Communist penetration of the area; the Arab- 
Israeli conflict; the general Egyptian situation; the rivalries among Western 
powers; the basic economic and social conditions: and the "abiding factors in the 
situation." 


The foreword to the book is written by Dr. Elfan Rees, European representative 
of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs and adviser on refugees 
to the World Council Service to Refugees. He says, "the success of the Conference 
depends upon future action. Only the churches, by their response, can maintain the 
relief programmes at the level that was considered necessary. Only the governments 
concerned can resolve the basic problems that were identified." 


Copies of the "Second Report from Beirut", which includes a number of articles 
written by prominent Christians, may be obtained from the World Council of Churches, 
17, route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland; the World Council of Churches, New 
York Office, and the International Missionary Council, both located at 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N.Y., USA, and the Joint Committee, 10 Eaton Gate, London 
S.Wel. The price per copy is %.50, 2/6d, and Swiss francs 1.50, E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Church Membership Passes 100 Million 


For the first time in American history, there are more than a hundred million 
people listed as belonging to religious bodies. 


This year's figure, published for the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the Year Book of American Churches for 1957, is LOO Lee 529, an increase 
of 2,679,918 over last year's figure and representing 60.9 percent of the popula- 
tion, Of those with religious affiliation, 58,448,567 are Protestants and 33,396, 647 
Roman Catholics. 


Comparative figures show that the relative strength of Protestant and Catholic 
groups continues at the same level as for some time past. The largest Protestant 
body is the Methodist Church with 9,292,046. It is followed by the Southern Baptist 
Convention with 8,467,439 and the National Baptist Convention with 4,557,416. A 
majority of Protestants belong to constituent member groups of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 


The growth in church adherents is reflected in the building of an additional 
5,393 places of worship during the past year. H.ePed-, Geneva 
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Death of liiss Ruth Rouse 


iiss Ruth Rouse, well-known ecumenical leader, died on September 29th in 
Beccles, Suffolk, England. She was the first woman secretary to be appointed 
to the staff of the World's Student Christian Federation. During the early 
years of the Federation's history, beginning in 1905, she worked closely with 
Dr. John R, Mott, helping to found and build up Student Christian Movements 
around the world. In her twenty years of service as a Federation secretary, she 
visited seventy countries, where she concerned herself particularly with women 
students, especially those studying outside their own countries. In 1920, follow- 
ing the First Werld War, during a visit to Vienna she was so shocked by the 
terrible distress among Austrian students that she apnealed for help to the 
forty Student Christian Movements with which the Federation was then in contact. 
The response was overwhelming, and fron this beginning developed the organisa- 
tion known as European Student Relief, which during the next ten years was to 
bring help to students in many countries. 


During the following years sue served the Church of England as secretary 
of its Missionary Council. 


She was a member of the Executive Committee of the Vorldts YWCA from 1930 
onward and was appointed president in 1938, serving during the years of war, 
1938-1945. During this period she spent most of her time in the USA. 


The last service she rendered to the ecumenical movement was as secretary 
of the commission responsible for the preparation of "A History of the Ecumenical 
Movement", which appeared in 1954. The task was later shared by her with Bishop 
Stephen Neill. She herself wrote a chapter on "Voluntary Movements and the 
Changing Ecumenical Climate" and on lay movements. 


ORT err ren acter ESS 2 Ea AS SE 
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In recognition of her services 46 the ecumenical movement she received 
1 


the doctor's degree from Butler University, Indianapolis, USA. 


iiss Rouse-was the author of "ilistory of the “orld's Student Christian 
Federation 1695-1924" .- BePede, Geneva 


The International Review of Missicns 
Oetober 1956 


The October International Review of ilissions, with its emphasis on the 
training of Christian workers, gives the Rev. Paul D. Fueter (Principal of the 
Unitas Fratrum Bible Schools of the African Moravian Church, Tanganyika) scope 
for the development of some challenging ideas on the implications of the task 
of "Theological Education in Africa",which he regards as calling for far more 
readiness to study and understand African ways of thinking and African concep- 
tions of time and space. Still in Africa, the Rev. Carl J. Johansson (\wika Bible 
School, Tanganyika) discusses the Bible school and the Church, and the former's 
role in preparing unordained workers, on the basis of well-founded Bible study, 
to take their part in local church life and to witness to their faith in the 
erdinary course of their daily vocations. 


The Rev. “Alliam Stewart (professor of Theology at Serampore College, India), 
who took part in the conference on theological education in South-East Asia held 
in February 1956 in Bangkok, presents, in'"Training the Ministry in South and South- 
East Asia",the thinking of representatives of nineteen theological institutions in 
the area,and their views on the validity or otherwise of western patterns. 


In The New Pattern of the Church", the Rev. Eber Priestley (Church of South 
India) outlines developments in the diocese of Medak, Seuth India, in the direc- 
tion of achieving witness and evangelistic responsibility on the part of the 
whole Christian community, ordained and lay, which is becoming so insistent a 
need in the Church as a whole. 


The problem of the support of the ordained ministry has led lir. .G.B. Ream, 
(of Fcurah Bay College, Sierra Leone), to look back on''The Support of the Clergy 
in the Hrst Five Centuries A.D."and to make some interesting comparisons with a 
period in which, none the less, the support of the clergy and the rules concerning 
secular activities on their part were already becoming a matter of some precise 
stipulation. 


This issue of the Review, devoted largely to the training of the ministry, - 
includes an address, "The Apostles' Creed: the Holy Catholic Church: the Commun- 
ion of Saints", which the Rev. A.L.Berthoud (of the Paris Evangelical Missionary 
Society) delivered at a 'refresher'course for African ministers and evangelists at 
the Wilgespruit Fellowship Centre, South Africa. EePeS., Geneva 


Faith and Order Study Advanced 


(Geneva) - Studies in the meaning of Christian unity were advanced by meetings 
of three of the Faith and Order theological commissions which took place in 
August, according to Dr. Robert Nelson, executive secretary of the Department 
of Faith and Order, World Council of Churches. 


Seeking deeper understanding of the nature of the Church and its unity, the 
Buropean and North American commissions on Christ and the Church met respectively 


‘i 
J 
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at Oxford, England, and Greenwich, Conn. Questions of the work of Jesus Christ 
and the Holy Spirit for the present iife of the Church were treated in papers 
presented by Professor Gustav ijingren, (Sweden); Mr. Maurice Greasey, Prof. P.S. 
Watson, Principal John ilarsh, (UK); Dean Valter Harrelson, Prof. John Knox, and 
Prof, E.R. Hardy, (USA). 


Of particular interest for the present ecumenical discussion, Dr. Nelson - 
says, was the study of Baptism presented by Pref, G.tieH. Lampe (UK) at the meet- 
ing of the European commission. The role of Baptism has been singled out for 
special consideration in the coming years by the general commission on Faith and 
Order. 


The meaning of Christian tradition and the effects of separate confessional 
traditions were discussed in Copenhagen, Denmark, by a theological commission 
appointed for this major enquiry. Prof. K.S. Skydsgaard (Denmark), who is chair- 
man of the group, contributed a paper. Others presenting papers were: Prof. G. 
Ebeling (Germany), Prof. J.L. Leuba (Switzerland), Canon.S.l. Greenslade (UK), 
and Prof, Ke Bonis (Greece). 


Launched by the Conference on Faith and Order held at lund in 1952, tnese 
and five other theological commissions are carrying forward the churches! deepest 


explorations in the realm of unity. HeP.o,, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Message of ‘orld Methodist Conference 


(Lake Junaluska, N.C.) - The Jorld Methodist Ccnference, representing 18 millicn 
liethodists, adopted a statement addressed to the churches at the end of its 
recent meeting in Lake Junaluska, N.C., (sea H.P.o- NO 35) which called on its 
members to initiate and foster "genuine and all-inclusive fellowship". 


More than 2,000 delegates were present at the Conference which urged active 
concern "for those of any colour or race who are suffering from political, 
economic, educational, social or religious discrimination or segregation", 


In its 1500 word message, the conference also said: 


"The conference believes that the increasing interest in world Methodism 
amongst our people and the strengthening of the links between its many members, 
are an enrichment of the Methodist Church as a whole, and will be a means of 
enabling it, as a branch of the Holy Catholic Church, to bring to the work of 
Christian reunion its most valuable contribution. Yet that contribution will not 
be fully effective until Methodist theologians and preachers study and set forth 
those aspects of Christian theology on which Methodism has an especial duty to 
speak, including the doctrines of the Holy Spirit and of perfect love." 


On the subject of the Lordship of Christ "over every aspect of human life 
and thought", the statement said: "In that spirit it welcomes wholeheartedly the 
increase of men's knowledge of the universe, and also new expressions of the faith 
in terms of poetry, drama and the arts. For our growing scientific knowledge not 
only displays with increasing fulness the splendour of God's creative energy, but 
lays upon us a solemn obligation to see that it is used, on the widest scale 
possible, to build a satisfying and abundant life for all the peoples of the earth. 
There are given to our generation new possibilities of this kind undreamt of by 
previous generations. And the work of Christian poets and dramatists is both a 
witness to the work of the Holy Spirit, and a powerful reminder to those inside. 
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and outside the Church, that Christ is lord of the mind. Nevertheless, there is 
need for us to seek a more complete understanding of cur belief that 'the earth 
is the Lord's arta fulness thereof'." 


The unity of the-Church was stressed: "The conference affirms its conviction 
that the God-given unity of the Church is demanding in this time a fuller and 
fuller expression in such closer association as may be revealed to Christians 
of every denomination in the differing circumstances of the lands in which they 
live. It has heard with keen interest and deep gratitude to God of continued 
progress in the Church of South India, and of the plans for church union in 
several other parts of the world, and it prays that God will give success to 
every enterprise on unity attempted in His name," HePeoe, Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM French Protestants at Lambeth Palace 


Mah 


(London) - Six members of the Iglise réformée de France (the French Reformed 
Church) attended an unofficial conference with members of the Church of England 
in Lambeth Palace from September 10-14 on the subject of "The Liturgy and its 
Relation to Private Prayer and Christian Belief". 


Papers were read on such subjects as: 'The Authority of the Bible and of the 
liturgy", and "Liturgy and Personal Piety", and reviews were made of liturgical 
developments in Reformation, post-Refcrmation and recent times. The differing 
attitudes to intercommunion were also discussed by members of the conference. 


The ecnference was the first of its kind and it was intended primarily to 
promote friendship and greater understanding between Christians of different 


allegiances. Similar conferences are to be held in the future. BePeoe, Geneva 
CANADA United Church Votes to Continue Reunion Discussions 


(\indsor, Ont.) - The General Council of the United Church of Canada, composed 
of 386 commissioners, voted unanimously to continue reunion talks with the Angli- 
can Church of Canada. The talks will be pursued on the local level as well. 


The General Council also vcted to explore the possibility of merger with 
other denominations "where there are more prospects of early union”, At its 
recent annual executive council, the Anglican Church took a similar step. A con- 
crete plan for the administrative structure of the Church of Canada, which would 
be formed by a merger of the United anc Anglican Churches, will be ready by 
November. 


The commissioners voted to amalgamate all the Church's women's organisations. 
The Women's liissionary Society, the Jomen's Association and the Comnittee on the 
Deaconess Order and ilomen's Work are to be joined under the new plan, 
HePeooe, Geneva 


GERMANY Pictures in Church — Pro and Con 


(Karlsruhe) - At the eighth congress of German Protestant Church Architects held 
in Karlsruhe on September 25th, Imtheran and Reformed participants failed to 
agree about the use of pictures and other works of art in churches. 


tm 
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Professor Waerda (of Erlangen) and Pastor Thiemann (cf Siegen) both defended 
the view that pictures should be banned altogether - a view which members of the 
Reformed Church base on the Second Commandment. On the other hand the Lutherans 
(both clergy and laity) contended that pictures, like music, have their place 
in giving the Christian message. They pointed out that a well-known Reformed 
theologian, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the Jorld Council of 
Churches, has expressed this view in his book on Rembrandt. This showed that 
"certain barriers might be broken down and relaxed" by the Reformed Church. It 
was agreed to discuss the question more thoroughly at one of the next meetings 
of the Kirchentag, 


The next congress of church architects will be held in Berlin from September 
6-10, 1957, in connection with the International Exhibition of Architecture. 
BePeos, Geneva 


eo ve Another Jewish "Book of Prayer for Peace" 


For the first time since the communist revolution a Jewish Book of Prayers 
has been published in the Soviet Union. This is reported iy the German lvangel- 
ical Press Service (epd). The book is called "Siddur Hasholom" ("A Book of 
Prayers for Peace); the first page gives a number of proverbs in praise of 
peace drawn from the Jewish Bcoks of ‘iisdom, 


An American journalist who talked with the chief Rabbi of iloscow about the 
new edition of the Book of Prayers, states that it has appeared in an edition of 
3,000 copies. The introduction gives explanation about the Hebrew language. The 
Rabbi explained that, as there is no Hebrew type in the Soviet Union, the Hebrew 
words could not be printed. They had to be reproduced by photocopying older 
editions. 


The American journalist spoke with lir, Kaganowitsch, the only Jewish member 
of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet, who said that the "antisemitic episode" 


in the Soviet Union was now closed (see also E.P.S. No, 22). H.P.Se, Geneva 
BULGARTA Protestant Clergy Released from Prison 


Sofia) — A report from Sofia says that two leaders of the United Evangelical 
Church of Bulgaria have been reprieved and released from prison. They are Wassil 
Ziapkoff (of the Congregational Church) and Nikola lMichailoff (Baptist Church). 


E.P.S. of 18th February, 1949 (No. 7) reported the imprisonment of 15 Pro- 
testant pastors by the Bulgarian government, on charges of "high treason, espionage, 
currency abuses and relations with foreign military espionage organisations and 
with representatives of international reaction". In addition to Wassil Ziapkoff, 
who was formerly the representative oc the Protestant Church in the Bulgarian 
government and editor of the Protestant weekly "Zornitsa", other church leaders 
were also arrested and imprisoned in 1949. They belonged to ilethodist, Baptist 
and Congregational Churches and to the Pentecostalists. HePeS., Geneva 
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Population Growth and the Church 


"The growth of Christianity is not keeping step with the growth of popula- 
tion, writes the German Evangelical Press Service. The Church is growing, but 
although there are 14 million more Christians today than there were 40 years ago, 
and the total number of Christians is now 770 million, the proportion is smaller 
than before. In face of the rapid growth of population during the last few years, 
Christianity has decreased in proportion by 5%. For every Christian in-India there 
are 97 non-Christians, for every Japanese Christian there are 99.5 non-Christians 
in Japan. In China only 1% are Christians, in Africa 15%, and in the Mohammedan 
countries only 0.5%. 


The population of the world is increasing at the rate of about 70 million 
per annum. Two hundred years ago there were only 730 million people in the world. 
In 1900 there were 1.5 billion, in 1955,2.5 billion. Statisticians estimate 
that by 1980 there will be 4 billion. The increase is most rapid in so-called 
"under-developed countries". 


Since 1920 the population of the world as a whole has increased by 33%, 
while the population of the Latin American countries (Central and South America) 
has increased by 82%. If this rate of increase continues, there will be 316 
million people in latin America by 1980, Statistics about other countries reveal 
a similar situation. Since 1945 the population of Japan has increased by 16 
million; it is estimated that by 1970 it will be 100 million. Between 1940 and 
1951 the population of the Belgian Congo increased by over a million, to 11.5 
million. In Southern Rhodesia the population has increased by 46% since the 
Second World War. On the island of Formosa there are twice as many people today 
as there were in 1900. In 1872 India had a population of 256 million; in 1941 
it was 389 million, and in 1951 435 million. In Java in 1861 there were only 13 
million people, in 1951 there were 41 million. In 1907'there were 7 million people 
in the Philippines, in 1939 there were over 16 million. During the same period 
the population of Burma increased from 10 million to 16 million. £&.P.S., Geneva 


BULGARIA Visit by Indian Orthodox Priest 


(Sofia) ~ Plans are developing for exchanges between leaders of different Ortho- 
dox churches, "Zrkoven Vestnik", the periodical of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church 
(Sofia, No. 20, September 1956) reports that Dr. Korah Philipos (of Kottayam), 
general secretary of the Holy Synod of the Syrian Orthodox Church in India, paid 
a visit to Sofia on his way back from Hungary, where he had been attending the 
meetings of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches in Galyatets 
(see E.P.S. No. 32). He visited churches in the Bulgarian capital and the ancient 
monastery at Rila, which played an outstanding part in the history of Bulgarian 
Orthodoxy. The Indian priest was welcomed by the Bulgarian government. 

EP S., Geneva 


LIECHLENST EIN A Protestant Pastor for Liechtenstain 


The first Protestant pastor was inducted in Liechtenstein on the Day of 
Prayer and Repentance this year. The civic authorities are sympathetic towards 
the establishment of a Protestant pastorate. The young church in Liechtenstéin is 
at present under the patronage of the Protestant Church of the Canton of St. Gall. 

E.P.o., Geneva 
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GURUIANY h Appeal for Gifts to Inter-Church Aid 


a SR 


(Bielefeld) - At the harvest festival this year in all the churches in Westphalia 
the Sunday colleetions were devoted to "hungry people in all Hands; Ure LYS tr 
Wilm, president of the Evangelical Church of WJestphalia, sent a harvest thanks- 
giving appeal to all the churches. "We, who have received so much inter-church 
aid since 1945", the message said, "will now give generously to the ecumenical 
movement, so that it can relieve the bitter hunger from which thousands of people 
are dying in other countries, We who have once again received our daily bread 
fron God, will give at least some of it to those who hold out their hands to us. 
For ten years Christians from other countries have come to us, or invited us to 
visit them. Now it is our turn to invite them, In the inter-church work of the 
ecumenical movement we must meet one another as Christian churches and learn 
from one another, so that we may grow together in faith in Jesus Christ and travel 


together along the road to the one Church." BeP.o., Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA Serbian Orthodox Patriarch Receives Honour from Tito 


Marshal Tito, president of Yugoslavia, has conferred the highest Order in 
Yugoslavia on Patriarch Nikentije Prodanov of the Serbian Orthodox Church, on 
the occasion of his 66th birthday. vhen conferring the Order, ‘arshall Tito 
thanked the Patriarch for the way in which he had promoted peaceful international 
cooperation and peaceful relations between Yugoslavia and other countries. 

E Poo, Geneva 


SIT ZERLAND New Graduate Course Begins at Bossey 


The tenth anniversary of the Ecumenical Institute of the Jorld Council of 
Churches, located at Bossey, Switzerland, near Geneva, was observed at the open- 
ing of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies on October 2nd. 


The thirty-four students from 15 nations heard Dr. \J.A. Visser 't Hooft, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, discuss the origins cf the 
training centre. It was started under the direction of Professor Hendrik Kraemer in 
October 1946 as a place to train leadership for the ecumenical movement. 


"The Ecumenical Institute is the definite result of the thinking of whole 


’ groups of Christians in different countries during World War Il. These Christians 


were terribly concerned about the demoralisation resulting from totalitarian 


ideologies, the fighting itself, and the fight the Resistance movements were 


forced to carry on but which also had terrible repercussions in the moral and 
spiritual sphere," Dr. Visser 't Hooft recalled. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft reminded the graduate students that the Ecumenical 
Institute was begun for the laity and "that emphasis must not get lost." But, he 
said, 'we realised we would not get far unless we helped trai theological 
students and pastors, the servants of the church in the strictest sense" to take 
the ecumenical message to the laity in their congregations. 


The Graduate School of Ecumenical Ssudies, conducted in association with the 
University of Geneva, is in its fifth session. The term extends through February 
15, 1957. "People, Race, and Nation" is one of the principal themes of the current 
session. Professor H.H. Wolf, director of the Institute and Professor K.A. Busia 


(of the University College of the Gold Coast, will conduct ccurses on the theological 
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background and contemporary problems of the theme. 


Germany with six students from both Western Germany and the Hast and the 
United States with twélve lead the list of fifteen nations represented at the 
school, Other students are from Great Britain, Denmark, Iclland, South Africa, 
Egypt, Mexico, Ceylon, Switzerland, New Zealand, Malaya, France, lladagascar, and 
India. One of the students is a Russian exile studying in Paris. 


llethodists lead the denominations represented with eight students, followed 
by Reformed and Presbyterians with six, Lutherans with five, Disciples with four. 
Others are United (Evangelical Church in Germany, Church of South India), Angli- 
cans, Baptists, Orthodox, Coptic, and Congregationalists. HeP.Se, Geneva 


Record of WCC's Hungary lleeting 


The Minutes of the ninth meeting of the Central Committee of the Jorld 
Council of Churches, held at Galyateto, Hungary, from July 28 to August 5, have 
been printed and may be ordered (in English) from the General Secretariat of the 
lorld Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva; price 7 francs. 

EeP.Ss, Geneva 
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© UNITED KINGDOM New International Department “Chairman 


1 (London) - The Executive Committee of the British Council of Churches has 
) appointed the Rev. Dr. Robert C. Mackie as chairman of the International Depart- 
' ment in succession to Sir Kenneth Grubb, who has resigned. 


Dr. Mackie is a minister of the Church of Scotland who has spent a great 
part of his life in the service of the ecumenical movement. After serving as 
general secretary of the British Student Christian Mcvement, he became general 
secretary of the World Student Christian Federation. From 1949 to 1955 he was 
director of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
World Council of Churches. Since his return to Scotland this year he has devoted 
himself to the development of ecumenical work in that country. E.P.5S., Geneva 


; POLAND Work of Deaconesses 
i The presence of deaconesses and the extent of their work in the Polish 
; lutheran Church (Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Poland) were 


World Service secretary for Minority lutheran Churches, during his recent visit 
to Poland. 


In other Eastern European countries, deaconess work is more curtailed or 
not in existence at all, he said, In Poland, although the number of deaconesses 
is down from 200 before the war to between 50 and 60 at present, they are very 
active. Their work includes caring for two orphanages, two homes for the aged 
and nursing in a state hospital,as well as serving as parish sisters. In Cieszyn 
is a "mother-house! where the girls are trained for their work, most of them for 
parishes. The reason for the reduction in the number of deaconesses since before 
the war is that nearly all the German sisters have returned to Germany along with 
most of the German population in Poland, Pastor Zeuthen said. 


items of special interest to the Rev. llogens Zeuthen, lutheran World Federation 


‘he aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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Fifteen of the sisters work in a state-operated hospital because there is 
such a great need for nurses. They wear their deaconess uniforms. All expenses 
for the welfare institutions are carried by the churches and it has been a great 
burden for them, Pastor Zeuthen said. Since the end of the war, the Polish 
churches have been self-supporting for the first time in their history. There are 
ano estimated 220,000 members in the Polish lutheran Church. f.P.S., Geneva 


q YUGOSLAVIA lutheran Theological Conference 


Nearly all of the 28 Lutheran pastors in Yugoslavia were able to attend the 
second theological conference in Novi Sad, fron October 2~4, The conference was 
supported by the lutheran World Federation's Department of ‘orld Service and 
called by the four Iutheran churches in Yugoslavia, as was the first conference 
last year in Zagreb. There are approximately 99,500 members in these four 
Yugoslavian churches. 


The purpose of the meeting was to bring the churches closer together in 
theological discussions, to acquaint them with the theme of the 1957 LiF Assembly 
in Minneapolis and to talk over practical matters of parish life. 


Among the topics for speeches were: "Lay Activities in the Church" and "Why 
Don't the People Believe Us?",Dr, Hans Weissgerber, assistant tc the director of - 
‘the Lif Department of Theology, addressed the meeting on the theme of the Minnea- 
polis Assembly "Christ Frees and Unites". Senior Juraj Struharik, a leader of 
the Slovak Iutheran Church from Novi Sad, opened the conference. Speakers were 
from each of the three other Yugoslavian churches, Slovenian, Serbian, and 
Croatian. HeP.S., Geneva 


GERMANY British and German Views on Church and State 


(\itinster) - For the fifth time since the war a group of English and German.theo- 
' logians met in litinster in the middle of September, in order to discuss some of 
_ the important concerns of the Christian faith and to arrive at better mutual 
understanding. The theme of the conference this ‘year was "The Relation between 
Church and State in the Light of God's Coming Kingdon". 


A shadow was cast over the discussions by the tense situation created by the 
Suez Canal crisis, The English participants suggested that a special service be 
held, together with the Germans, to pray for peace. 


Short introductory talks were given by English andGerman theologians, as a 
basis for the discussion on the relation between Church and State. A tremendcus 
difference in the background of the two groups was apparent. The English had 
been accustomed for centuries to the closest and best relationship between the 
monarchy, the State and the Church; Germans had the experiences of the Third 
Reich behind them with its hostility to the Church, and teday Church and State 
are completely separated in Germany. The differences were tremendous but they 
'_ were also extremely fruitful, leaders reported. They were further examined by 
. tiblical, systematic enquiry into the Church's message to the world and into its 
liturgical and social service in the world. Participants expressed gratitude at the 
realisation of how much more they were in agreement than they had previously 
thought. As the view of man in the light of the Bible was constantly brought up, 
this is to be taken up as the theme of a future ccnference. E.P.S., Geneva 
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_ DENWARK | Roman Catholic Appointed as State School Principal 
th For the first time a Roman Catholic has been appointed principal of a Danish 


oi 


) primary school, in which, according to law, the religious instruction "must be 
in accordance with the teachings of the Evangelical Imtheran Church", The appoint- 
ment is subject to the proviso that the principal in question may not teach reli- 
" gion and history, and may not superintend the instruction in these subjects. 


ee 


4 The appointment has given rise to lively discussions and press comment. The 
“chairman of the Danish Teachers! Association claims that the appointment is a 
mistake, as a school principal must be in a position to superintend all subjects 
Maught in his school, and this is nct possible for a Roman Catholic. The Conser- 
Wwative daily "Berlingske Tidende" does not find that there is any reason for the 
Ministry of Education debarring a Roman Catholic from teaching history in a primary 
‘school, no less sc because a Communist is not debarred from teaching this subject 
in primary and secondary schools and at the University. 


The newly appointed principal, Strange Ebbesen, states that "as long as the 
‘Danish primary school rests on the foundations of the Danish National Church 
‘there is nothing unreasonable in a Roman Catholic being debarred from teaching 
/religion and history, although the reasons for the ban on teaching the latter 
subject seems somewhat vague." 


The Copenhagen paper "Kristeligt Dagblad" applauds the appointment in Odense. 
It is only right and reasonable that a Roman Catholic can become principal of a 
school, states the paper, which is issued within the lutheran National Church, at 
the same time expressing the hope that a similar arrangement could be made for 
' Protestants in Spain. The paper admits that while it is obvious that a Noman 
| Catholic or a Baptist cannot teach lutheran children religious knowledge, the i 
question is more complex in the case of history. However, it finds that this deci- 
sion too is reasonable as it is essential that an important historical event such as 
/ the Reformation is not taught to the children from a Roman Catholic point of view. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


LWF Delegation Visits Poland, Czechoslovakia 


A Iutheran World Federation (IWF) delegation ‘has just completed a two-week 

' visit to the lutheran churches of Czechoslovakia and Poland. During this tour, 
which started at Bratislawa on September 20th and ended in Warsaw on October 4th, 
the four representatives of LiF had extensive conversations with church leaders. 
Opportunity was givento preach in a number of congregations and to meet with three 
groups of pastors. 


The delegation reported that there are living active churches of the lutheran 
confession in both of these countries especially expressed through the congregation- 
' al life. The attendance at the special services was very large. The attendance was 
' attributed to several factors: loyalty of lay people to the congregation and its - 
teaching; the fact that they demonstrated their interest in international affilia- 

' tions (such as the LilF); the fact that many of the congregations have been isolated 
' frem the outside for several years. 


The delegation together with church leaders in the country conferred with 
Government leaders. The subject of further contacts was discussed in each instance. 
The LiF expressed the hope that church leaders, pastors and students could study 
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and visit abroad and that professors and church leaders from the outside could 
spend time in these countries. The matter of sending theological literature and 
of publishing literature was discussed, The delegation was interested also in 
the matter of church institutions such as 2 aaa houses, Old people's homes 
and deaconess training. 


At the pastors meetings the work and purpose of the LIF was presented by 
its general secretary, Dr. Carl EB. lund-Quist. Lectures were given by Bishop 


' Nygren (Sweden) and Prof, Soe (Denmark) on the ecumenical responsibility of 
 Iutheranism and on the latest theological developments. Bishop ifitzenheim (Ger- 


many) described the situation of the church in the DDR. 


The delegation participated in the rededication of a restored wooden church 
in Czechoslovakia. The government had supplied the funds for the renovated 
historical building. It also participated in the unveiling of the tablet on the 
monument of Transoscius in Teschen, Czechoslovakia on Sunday, September 30th. 


Transoscius was the Slovak lutheran reformer and song writer of the 17th century. 
HePede, Geneva 


FINLAND New Church Built by Work Camps 


A new church has been erected in Finland built by the participants in World 
Council of Churches work camps during the summer of 1955 and 1956, The new church 
is at Asp6 in the Finnish Archipelago, where the existing church was completely - 
destroyed in a storm in 1949, Last summer the ruins of the old church were demo- 
lished by the participants in the work camp arranged by the World Council of 
Churches, and the foundations were laid for the new church. This year the efforts 


‘of the participants in the seccnd work camp have resulted in the erection of the 


new church. ~ BeP.5e, Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA — Church Delegation To Visit Moscow 


(Belgrade) - Patriarch Vikentije is heading a 13-man delegation from the Serbian 
Orthodox Church on a visit to Moscow. The delegates are guests of Patriarch Alexei, 


leader of the Russian Orthodox Church, B.P.S., Geneva 
U.SeS.Re Moscow Patriarch Invites Archbishop of Athens 


(iloscow) - Archbishop Dorotheos of Athens has been invited by Patriarch Aleiei 
to visit the Soviet Union fcr three weeks with four members of the Holy Synod 
of the Orthodox Church in Greece. He urged the trip as a means of "having a commun- 
ion in the spirit of the Lord's love, familiarising yourself with the life of 
our Church and country, and tying together our spiritual bonds." 


In his letter, the Moscow Patriarch recalled that Saints Cyril and Methodius, 
who were Greeks, had "first brought the light of Christ" to the Slavic countries 
and cenverted them to Christianity. DePeSe, Geneva 


a 
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RUMANIA ~'. Danish Church Delegation To Visit Rumania 


A Danish church delegation has been invited by the Patriarch of Rumania to 
visit his country. The five-man group led by Bishop Skat Hoffmeyer plans to stay 
two or three weeks. The delegation will include the Rev. llogens Zeuthen, lutheran 
World Federation - Wor!Jd Service secretary for ifinority Lutheran Churches. : 


Patriarch Justinian, head of the Rumanian Orthodox Church, sent the invita- 
tion to the Church of Denmark,which selected the delegates. They also plan to 
visit the two Lutheran churches in Rumania, the Evangelical Synodal Presbyteral 
Church of the Augsburg Confession (35,000 memoers - Hungarian background) and 
its Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Gyorgy Argay and the Evangelical Church-of the Augsburg 
Confession in the People's Republic of Rumania (180,000 members - German back~ 


ground) and its Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Friedrich iMller. EeP.S., Geneva 
INDIA : Anglican Congregation Joins Church of South India 


(Madras) - The executive synod of the Church of South India voted at its meeting 
in Madras to accept the application of Christ (Anglican) Church at Trivandrum 
to become a member of the C.5.1. 


This action brings-into the Church of South India the largest Anglican con- 
gregation in Travancore-Cochin state not already in its membership. The Church: | 
of South India was formed in 1947 and now includes Anglican, llethodist, Presby- 


terian, Reformed and Ccngregational bodies. E.PeSe, Geneva 
: 
ITALY Waldensians Advocate Union with All Evangelical Groups 


Leaders of the Waldensian Church in Italy were urged at its annual meeting 
in September at Torre Pellice to promote the union cf all Italian evangelical 
groups rather than seek merger with any single church organisation. The recommenda- 
tion was made by a special committee in a report to the Jaldensian Synod. The 
committee has been working for several years on a proposed union with the Italian 
Methodist Church (see ©.P.S. No. 22). While advccating the more inclusive union - 
of all evangelical groups in Italy, the committee proposed that waldensians meai- 
while ccnsider a form of practical collaboration, between the various Methodist 


and Waldensian communities in that country. H.eP.S., Geneva 
_ GERMANY Bishop Dibelius and Dr. Niemdller Invited to China 


(Berlin) - Bishop Otto Dibelius has received an invitation through Pastor li, 
a Chinese pastor who recently visited Berlin, to visit the Chinese People's 
Republic. Pastor li was head of a delegation of Chinese Christians who attended 
the Party Congress of the Christian Democratic Union in Eastern Germany, Pastor 
li has also extended an invitation to President Martin Niemoller, who met the 
Chinese delegates in Leipzig while he was on a lecture-tour through Hast Germany. 
eP.S.e, Geneva 
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YUGOSLAVIA Metropolitan Arsenije Transferred to lMonastery 


Metropolitan Arsenije, formerly Archbishop of Montenegro, is reported to 
have been released from prison on the instructions of the Government of Yugosla- 
via, He had originally been sentenced to eleven and a half years of hard labour, - 
but according to-reports in the press he is now living in a monastery "in accord- 
ance with the instructions of the Government", i.P.Se, Geneva 


BEIGIUM Eoumenical Study at Monastery 


Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Orthodox, and Hefcrmed met for the annual ecume- 
“nical study at the Benedictine monastery at Chévetogne, Belgium, at the end of 
September. 


"The Holy Spirit and the Church", the general subject for the 1956 meeting, 
went to the roct of the discussion between the different historic churches. Four 
speakers dealt with the theological problems raised by the subject. 


Professor Bonnard of the Theological Faculty of the Free Church of the Canton 
of Vaud (Switzerland) spoke on "The Holy Spirit and the Church according to the 
New Testament", He explained that the Holy Spirit is primarily the Spirit that- 
was in Jesus. This excludes any spiritualistic conception of a Holy Spirit out- 
side the temporal sphere, he said. The speaker then went on to show the nature 
of the relation between the Holy Spirit and the Church, whose essence cannot be 
defined by the Spirit tut by its relationship with the Spirit. This raises the 
difficult problem of the relationship between the institutionalism of Abbé Charles 
Journet (Fribourg, Switzerland), the dualism of Professor Jean-Louis Leuba (Neu- 
chatel, Switzerland) and the spiritualism of Professor Emil Brunner (Zurich). 
Finally he stressed the importance of referring tc the "kerygma" of the Apostles 
as a check on the organisation of the Church. 


The professor from Lausanne plunged the group straight into a wide debate 
in which the various confessions all perceived their points of disagreement. 


It was left to Abbé Moeller (professor at Louvain and president of these 
meetings at Chévetogne) to draw the conclusions. The following summary of his 
talk was published in "Paix et liberté", the Belgian Protestant weekly, on Oct. 
i; 1956): 


'The fact that the Church is bound to the Holy Spirit does not render it 

invisible. Reformed Christians are now trying to restore a concept of the visibil- 
ity of the Church which has some connections with the desire for ecumenism; for 

many non-believers are estranged from Christ owing to the divisions which exist 

among Christians. It is therefore important that Christian unity should be visibly 

manifest in the eyes of what St. John calls 'the world'. The Holy Spirit must 

always be envisaged as the Spirit of Christ... It confronts us in the unique 

event of Christ's death and resurrection, which are more than historical events 

for the Church.... It is through the Son that we know the Father, through the 

gift of the Spirit, expressed either in terms of personal relationship, or in 

ontological terms (incorporation in Christ, growing in Christ, etc.). 


In both cases we are faced by a basic realism when describing the relation- 
ship between ourselves and the Hcly Spirit. 
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Here mention should have been mtade of the reservations felt by Reformed 
Christians, who are afraid our relations with the Church may become mechanised. 
But the Roman Gatholics and the Orthodox always feel somewhat uncanfortable 
when faced by what they call ‘Protestant spiritualism', They exclude any magic 
idea of automatism, but they would like to preserve what they call the unction 
of Christ which descends upon us and grews within us into the seedling of our 
new life that is hid with Christ in God, This does not exclude the emphasis 
they place on the relationships between human beings, which should unite us 
with Him." 


The leaders of the conference expressed the hope, which was seconded by all- 
the participants, that next year's conference will be able to study the relation- 
ship between the Eucharist and the Resurrection. HePooe, Geneva 
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HUNGARY Bishop Lajos Ordass Rehabilitated by Church and State 


(Budapest) Bishop Lajos Ordass of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hungary 
was rehabilitated by the highest court of the Hungarian People's Republic and the 
General Council of the Hungarian Lutheran Church early this month, according to 
information received in Geneva on October 11, The rehabilitation is an outcome 

of negotiations which took place at the time of the Central Committee meeting of 
the World Council of Churches in Hungary in August (see E.P,S. No. 32) . Officers 
of the Lutheran World Federation and of the World Council of Churches had lengthy 
discussions with state authorities concerning the rehabilitation of Bishop Ordass 
and a basic agreement was reached. 


Bishop Ordass had been arrested and condemned in 1948. He was convicted in a 
civil court on charges of offenses in connection with foreign currency trans- 
actions and subsequently deposed from his bishopric by the church. He was in 
prison from 1948 till 1950. 


Mr. Janos Horvath, president of the State Office for Church Affairs, wrote 
to Dr. Carl E, Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, 
that the highest court had cleared Bishop Ordass of charges laid against him in 
1948 "because of lack of guilt, thereby nullifying the verdict of the special 
council of the High Court in Budapest." 


On October 8th, 1956, Bishop Ordass sent a letter to the Council of the 
Southern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hungary in which his for- 
mer bishopric is located. The letter said in part: 


"The present situation is that according to the agreement which has been 
achieved during the negotiations, I have to wait some time for a reinstatement 
into my office as a Bishop. In the meantime, and until this happens, I.can serve 
our Church as a Professor of Theology in case the respective organs of our Church 
would assign me to such a service. I have accepted this solution in order to 
secure a peaceful development of the future life of our Church... 


‘he aim of the Ectmenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen’s items. 
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I herewith plead that the Council of the Diocese would kindly take into 
account that so long as the hinderances for my return to the office of Bishop 

_ are not removed, I resign from my office as Bishop. I do this on the understanding 

that if I do not lose the confidence of the congregations of the Diocese, this 

temporary resignation from my office will lose its validity as soon as my return 

to active service is possible...". 


The authorities of the Lutheran Church of Hungary have instructed the theolo- 
gical academy to prepare a proposal according to which a chair in theology will 
be offered to Bishop Ordass, 


In a statement issued by the general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, says: "The development is in accordance with the agree- 
ment reached at the time of the meeting of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches. It should be remembered, however, that at that time the 
leaders of the Lutheran World Federation declared that they would not consider 
the question as settled fully and satisfactorily until Bishop Ordass was rein- 
stated as bishop." Dr. Visser 't Hooft has sent a message to Bishop Ordass ex- 
pressing his good wishes and his satisfaction at the actions so far taken, 


Dr. Lund-Quist in his answer to President Horvath noted "with deep gratitude 
that the Hungarian People's Republic has given full restitution to our friend. 
All of our churches around the world will notewith pleasure that Bishop Ordass 
has been granted rehabilitation." He also expressed the hope of the Federation 
that "an adequate solution will be found within our Lutheran Church of Hungary 
for Bishop Ordass' restitution," 


The President of the Lutheran World Federation, Bishop Dr. Hanns Li jeMor 
Hannover, received a messave from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hungary 
' expressing gratitude for the support rendered by the Federation and the World 
- Council of Churches to help to free Bishop Ordass, Bishop Vets announced that 
- two Lutheran pastors who were put in prison in connection with the Ordass case 


) have been also. freed and rehabilitated by Church and State. E.P.8., Geneva 
: 
_ INDIA Visit of Chinese YMCA Leaders to India 


News of the present visit of a delegation of YMCA leaders from the People's 

' Republic of China now in India at the invitation of the National Council of the 
YMCA there is reported by Dr. David Malaiperuman, General Secretary of the 
National Council of YMCAs of India, Pakistan and Ceylon. The Chinese leaders are 
spending a month in India, and will be meeting YMCA, church, educational and 
social work leaders in Calcutta, Allahabad, Bombay, Nagpur, Madras, Bangalore, 
Trivendrum and other centres, ending the tour at New Delhi where they will be 
received by the Prime Minister. 


The delegation, whose visit has been approved by the Ministry of External 
Affairs and the Ministry of Home Affairs of the Government of India, includes 
' full-time YMCA secretaries from China, and Church and other leaders associated 
» with the Boards of some of China's YMCAs, In the party are Mr. Li Shou-pao (Mr. 
S.C. Li), leader of the delegation and Associate Generai Secretary of the Natio- 
nal Committee of the YMCAs of China; Bishop Wang Shen-yin (Stephen S.Y. Wang) 
Bishop of the Diocese of Shantung, Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui (Holy Catholic Church 
in China, i.e. Anglican Communion), member of the Tsinan YMCA Board; Rev. Hsiung 
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Chi-pei (Peter Hung), President of the YMCA of Canton and member of the National 
Board, Chairman of the South China District of the Chinese Methodist Church 
(formerly English Methodist Mission); Mr. Chu Pei-en (Been Chu), General Secre- 
tary of the Nanking YMCA; Mr, Lo Kuan-Tsung (K,C.Lo), Associate General Secretary 


of the Shanghai YMCA;-Mr, Szutu Tung (T.W, Situ), Associate Director of the 


Programme Division of the National Committee of the YMCAs of China. 


Dr. Y.C.Tu, General Secretary of the National Council of the YMCAs of China 
"welcomed the proposal for exchange of visits between the YMCAs of China and 
India" in the conviction that "such an exchange of visits will strengthen our 
fellowship in Christ and will be beneficial in the promotion of mutual under- 
standing and friendship between the YMCAs of China and India as well as between 


the youth of our two countries," Ky P.o.4 Geneva 
UNITED STATES Disciples to Explore Merger with United Church 


(Des Moines, Ia.) The International Convention of Disciples of Christ meeting 
at Des Moines, Ia., voted to explore the possibility of a merger with the Evange- 
lical and Reformed Church and the Congregational Christian Churches, once these 
two churches have been united. The action was taken in a long resolution on 
Christian unity adopted by delegates to the Convention's annual assembly. 


The Congregationalists and the Evangelical and Reformed Church are scheduled 
to merge at a joint meeting in Cleveland next June, when a constitution for the 
new body will be drafted, It will be called the United Church of Christ and have 
a membership of more than 2,000,000 (see E.P.S. No. 35). 


"Disciples of Christ have followed with deep interest this significant coming 
together into a United Church of Christ", the resolution says, "and the passion 
of the Disciples for the unity of the Church would make them responsive to parti- 
cipate in any enlargement of this union," 


If the 2,000,000-member Disciples denomination merged with the United Church 
the combined body would have a membership of more than 4,000,000. 


The unity resolution also affirmed continuing participation in the so-called 
Greenwich plan for Protestant union, This plan is an outgrowth of a church unity 
conference held in Greenwich, Conn., in 1949. It seeks the merger of a number of 


' major denominations. E,P.5.,Geneva 
HONG KONG A Translation of the Old Testament into Modern Chinese 


ee TE TT A, 


The Rev. Lu Chen-chung, former research fellow at Yenching University, is 
nearing the half-way mark on a translation of the Old Testament into modern Chinese 
from the original Hebrew. The British and Foreign Bible Society is the sponsor 


for the project begun four years ago. 


Ten years ago, Yenching University published a New Testament Mr. Lu translated 
from the original Greek. 


The 58-year-old scholar, an ordained minister of the Church of Christ in China, 


said he expects to spend five or six more years on the Old Testament translation. 


He expressed hope it might be accepted as a replacement for the "standard" Chinese 
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Bible now in general use throughout China, The latter, the result of some 29 years 
) of work, was published in 1919 to replace the Marshman and Morrison versions 
_ issued nearly a century earlier, It is cailed the Union Bible, 


"What I am trying-to do is produce a more modern and literate translation, 
more or less in the way the Revised Standard Version of the Bible transmuted 17th 


century English into present-day American", Mr, Lu said, K.P.S., Geneva 
FRANCE Rally of 2,000 Gipsies 


(Rennes) Two thousand Protestant gipsies, including about 1,000 children, 
_ attended a four days! church rally at Rennes (France). The rally was held in an 
» open field around which about 200 caravans were pitched. An enormous tent was 
used for the three daily meetings. 


There are about 3,000 Protestant gipsies in France, and a number of evangelists 
are at work among them. It is mainly owing to the zeal of these evangelists that 
200 gipsies were converted last year. As most of the gipsies are illiterate, 


direct contact is necessary for purposes of evangelism, E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES A Concordance via Univac 


A complete Concordance of the Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible, 
compiled "electronically" by Remington Rand's Univac computer, will be published 
in New York, in February, 1957. This alphabetical index of the principal words 
of the Bible, with a reference to the context, is being completed within a little 

_ more than two years, It took James Strong 30 years to compile his exhaustive 
| Concordance, published in 1894, 


The R.S.V. Concordance will contain about 1,600 pages of two columns, The new 
| concordance has been planned for several years, and the copy has been subjected 
' to experiments and tests since 1953. The testing has included preparation of a 
) concordance for two books of the Bible, first in the regular manner of scholars 
i by hand, second by Univac. When it was demonstrated that Univac could do in seve- 
' ral hours what the scholar did in several weeks, the electronic method was adopted. 


} The first step in the large undertaking was to copy the entire R.S.V. on magne- 
tic tape. The task was started in February, 1955, and completed in November, 1955. 
Some 800,000 words had been recorded on four reels of tape. The electronic com- 
puter then sorted the words to be used and their contexts automatically. The means 
of checking accuracy were also developed, and every discrepancy of transcription 

was discovered. Univac was then given the enormous task of grouping and alphabe- 
tizing. The material from Univac is handed to the typesetters who follow the 


usual procedure in the manufacture of a book, E.P.S., Geneva 
NEW ZEALAND Forging Christian Links with Asia 


"Forging Christian Links with Asia" is the theme of the 1956-57 Christmas Appeal . 
by the National Council of Churches in New Zealand. The target for the Appeal is 
£10,000, and the major concern on the basis of which prejects have been selected 
is the strengthening of the relationships between the Christians of South East 
Asia and those of New Zealand, 
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These relationships have already been fostered by the invitation from the Asian 
Churches that New Zealand should participate in the Bangkok Consultation which 
took place in March 1956, and also in the Conference for the establishment of the 
Asian Ecumenical Council at Prapat, Sumatra, in March 1957. 


Contributions will be made to World Council of Churches'work among refugees 
in Hong Kong, South Korea, India, Pakistan and the Middle East, The Appeal will 
also make possible the continued support of J.B. Atkinson, a member of the W.C.C, 
staff serving as secretary of the Malayan Christian Council. Special provision 
is also made in the Appeal for the support of the Asian Ecure nical Council if and 
when it is formed, and for the meeting of the All-Africa Christian Conference at 
the end of 1957. 


In New Zealand, as in Australia, the Remembrance Bowl Scheme is widely observed. 
Christians are asked to put a bowl on their Christmas dinner table and contribute 
a thank-offering toward the inter-church aid appeal, 


While the inter-church aid interests of the New Zealand Churches naturally 
centre in the Asian area, a token offering of £100 is being sent to assist the 
Belgian Protestant Churches with their World Exhibition project. E.P,S.,Geneva 


UNITED STATES Cattle to Russia 


Heifer Project, interfaith relief organization, announced it will send a herd 
of cattle to the Soviet Union as the gift of American farmers. Agency officials 
said the shipment will be the first ever made where "the basic purpose is to show 
that basic good will exists throughout the world." 


The organization has been sending contributed livestock and poultry to war 
battered or agriculturally underdeveloped countries since 1944, Heifer Project 
policy has been to place livestock with families on the basis of need, ability 
to give adequate care and the willingness to pass on the first born off-spring to 
someone else. 


The system of property ownership in Russia made it evident that the usual ideas 
for distribution could not be followed, they said, but the shipment was approved 
on the basis that “this was an opportunity to make an investment in peace and 

good will." They noted that it would be cheaper to buy the cattle in Northern 
Europe..."if eattle were the only consideration." 


The project is a mutual endeavor, The Soviet Union is providing all transpor- 
tation charges and will pay return passage for three volunteers accompanying the 
shipment. In Russia the cattle will be kept on a government farm, Milk will be 


distributed on a priority basis to hospitals, schools and then to regular customers. 
E.P.95.,Geneva 


INDONESTA Bible Societies Committee in Bandung 


(Bandung) Te United Bible Societies Standing Committee meeting in Bandung 
September 25 through October lst emphasized the claims of Asia, and the Christian 
fellowship potential within the Bible Societies! activities. Chairman Dr. W.Jd. 
Platt of the British and Foreign Bible Society predicted in his opening statement 
_that the decisions to be made might prove even more important than those of the 


5 | 


No. 38 - October 19th, 1956 fs 276 


statesmen of 29 Asian and African nations who had met there in 1955, for, said 
Dr. Platt, "The world's sickness is due to its divided soul. Men can become one 
only in Jesus Christ," 


Meeting periodically as a Asian staff consultation, with representatives from 
India and Ceylon, Malaya, Hong Kong, Thailand, and Indonesia, together with secre- 
taries from the Netherlands, the United States, Great Britain, Scotland and Austra- 
lia, these Bible society workers focused attention upon the needs and opportuni- 
ties among Asia's millions, Dr. Laton E, Holmgren of New York, who previously had 
served as a missionary in Japan, read a paper outlining a Bible Society strategy 
in Asia, He pointed out that whereas the Bible Societies distribute one Bible or 
portion annually to one out of every 26 inhabitants of Northern Europe and America 
(where commercial and church publication houses compete for the same market) the 
ratio drops to one in every 190 persons in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, the 
area of primary responsibility. 


| Delegates from abroad, many for the first time, discovered the strength and 
potential of the Protestant community in Indonesia. Its 3,100,000 baptized 
Christians, among a population of 80,000,000, concentrated in sections of eastern 
Indonesia and in Northwestern Sumatra, constitute virtually Christian societies. 
The President of the Indonesian Bible Society and its General Secretary were 


in attendance throughout the meetings. E.P.S., Geneva 
NEW GUINEA Church of New Guinea (Irian) Independent 


The first Synod of the Evangelical Christian Church of New Guinea will meet 
in Hollandia, New Guinea. Two years ago at a Synod a draft plan of independence 
was proposed, That draft has been discussed and amended at the different region- 
al synods and will now be presented for definite acceptance, 


In the new church the Dutch people living in New Guinea will form a separate 
-part (province). Not only the members of the Dutch Reformed Church, but members 
of the Gereformeerde Kerk, Baptists and others,will belong to that province and 
through it become part of the Evangelical Christian Church. 


The independence of the Church of New Guinea will have consequences for the 
missionary work which is being done by the Dutch missions. This mission work is 
nor to be done in close consultation with the new Evangelical Christian Church 
which is to have first responsibility for bringing the Gospel to the people. The 
General Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church has already declared that through its 
Council for Missions it will collaborate with the new cnurch. B.P,.S., Geneva 


New Publication on European Lay Centres 


(Geneva) "Siens of Renewal", a new publication, on the life of the lay institu- 
tes in Europe, has been published by the Department on the Laity of the World 
Council of Churches. The 64-page illustrated pooklet tells the story of the Euro- 
pean lay centres and their important part in the life of the church in such coun- 
tries as England, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Scotland, 
Sweden and Switzerland. 
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All of the articles are written by people closely associated with the origins 
and present life of the institutes, Dr. Kathleen Bliss in her introduction to the 
new publication calls it "the only book on an important subject". 


Discussed in the book are the network of Evangelical Academies in Germany, 
the Iona Community in Scotland, Agape in Italy, Sigtuna in Sweden, the Ecu- 
-menical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland, and others, Price of the publication 
aS/OW. Fre "2, <3; 40.503 or 3/md4 It is available from the Department on the Laity, 
World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland, 
E.P.9., Geneva 
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HUN GARY Iutheran Church Makes Big Procedural Changes 


| 

| A series of important plans reorganising the structure and practices of the 

| Hungarian Iutheran Church leadership "in order to make up for our mistakes" were 
outlined by Bishop Lajos Vet6 during a meeting of Lutheran Seniors on October 9, 
the day follcwing the rehabilitation of Bishop Lajos Ordass. A report on this 

| meeting was given in the October 14 issue of Evangelikus Elet, Hungarian lutheran 

|) church paper. 


Bishop Vet6, one of the two active bishops in the Church, said that "in 
different areas of our church life, things have not proceeded in the best manner 
nor in a way which could have led to the best results. We recognise the conse-= 

| quences of this and have taken a series of important decisions in order to make 

| up for our mistakes," the paper reported him as saying. He also referred to a 
number of church conferences where pastors have complained about the methods 

| used by the church leaders for maintaining church discipline. He justified this 

i strong discipline on the basis of the internationally tense political situation, 

i ‘the threat of war, etc."', the report continued. However, Bishop Veto said, in © 
Spite of the mistakes, the general direction taken by the Church has been good. 


Bishop Vet6 then outlined the important plans which will reorganise lutheran 
church life in Hun ary. The major plans include the following: 


-Disbanding the Church's "Preparatory Commission" as an unconstitutional body". 
This commission, consisting of a small group of the highest church leaders, 
has had sole control of decisions affecting legal relationships of church 
organisations, 


Reviewing individual cases where persons "have suffered injuries" owing to 
actions taken by the present church leaders. 
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Revising various branches of church activities, putting more emphasis on 
evangelisation programmes and lay conferences. This would again permit lay 
cenferences in two institutions previously used for such purposes but hinder- 
ed by the present leadership during recent years. 


Appointing a special press committee to enccurage greater participation by the 
pastors in contributing to Evangelikus Elet and other church publications. 


Convening a special committee of the Church for ecumenical relationships. A 
meeting of the National Committee for the Lutheran World Federation will be 
called shortly and Bishop Ordass asked to accept a position on this committee. 


Allowing pastors to invite guest EN id oad without having first to report tc 
the bishops as in the past. 


Permitting retired pastors to exercise occasional ministries in their retire- 
ment. Several pastors were prematurely retired by order of the present church 
leaders. 


According to the Evangelikus Elet report on the meeting, reaction among the 
Seniors to Bishop Veto's speech was quite frank, One Senior is quoted as saying 
that the Bishop's statement will mean a "great relief from the tension in the 
churches" for the first time in several years. Another said, without expressly 
desiring the resignation of anyone, that those churchmen who are in offices should 
not consider their positions as "spoils" to be misused. They also asked that, in 
the future, the Hungarian Lutheran Church be represented at fcreign meetings by 
parish pastors and seme Seniors instead of just the highest officials. Discussions 
were also carried on about possible scholarship aid for younger theological students 
and pastors to study abroad. 


The Seniors also admitted to Bishop Veto that they had not always given the 
present church leaders adequate information about criticism in the congregations re= 
gardigthe Church's activities, the report stated. 


A spokesman of the Lutheran World Federation in Geneva said: "Bishop Veto's 
plans, if fully carried out, will mean a drastic change in the church administra- 
tion, particularly if Bishop Ordass again becomes active. This is a great wish 
of the Iutheran orld Federation as expressed in its agreement with the Hungarian 


Iutheran Church and the State Office of Church Affairs made last August." 
HePeSe, Geneva 


FRANCE i Protestants of Alsace Hold Rally (Kirchentag) 
(Strasbourg) - "Where is your brother?" With this title as guide 50,000 evangelical 


Christians from the Reformed and lutheran Churches of Eastern France held a three- 
day-rally in Strasbourg, from Octcber 12-15, 


The meeting aimed to use large groups and the resources of press, radio and 
television to demonstrate the concern of the Church for the life of the man in 
the street, It was an attempt to persuade laymen and wcmen in the churches of the 
importance of listening to the needs of the modern world and meeting those needs 
in professional, civic and political life. 


Two hundred Lutheran and 40 Reformed parishes formed their laity into teams 
to prepare the rally. In the three departments of Eastern France there are 300,000 
Protestants. Of these 250,000 are Iutherans and 50,000 Reformed. The total popula- 
tion is 1,300,000. 


i | : 
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Calling for revival of civic sense in the local "commune", Prof. Roger hiehl 

of the University of Strasbourg attacked the tendency to think of politics as a 
world that was "taboo", One of the study commissions responded by recommending 
the creation of circles of information and stimulation of civic responsibility. 
Professor hiehl had criticised the idea of forming confessional political parties. 
He said that Christians should take part in politics in accordance with their 
personal convictions and in the assurance that this variety of possible forms of 
action would not interfere with the Church's unity, which was in itself something 
of an entirely different kind. 


The divisions cf opinion at present evident in France on the Algerian question 
were reflected in lively discussions at Strasbourg. The final resolution adopted on 
this subject said: "As we read the Bible it becomes perfectly clear that every 

“Algerian, even the nationalist, is our brother, May sincere and fruitful contact 
between us lead tc reconciliation!" 


Commenting on the meeting, the Parish newspaper "Le Monde" described it as 
being "practically unique in its kind in France, in the scope of its conception 
and its methods". The paper's correspondent described it as marking "incontestably 
a revival of Protestantism. He said that the instigators of the rally had advanced 
"the cause of ecumenism, which is increasingly dear to Christians of all loyalties." 


Messages were brought to the big open-air meetings at the end of the rally by 
Pastor Marc Boegner, president of the Protestant Federation of France, Dr. Howard 
Schomer, representing the World Council of Churches, and Dr. Reinold von Thadden, 
‘president of the German Evangelical Kirchentag, BePece, Geneva 


Se NN 


UNITED STrATES lutheran Leader Speaks on Christian Unity 


In a President's Message delivered to the United lutheran Church Convention 
Nat Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Dr, Franklin Clark Fry told the 700 delegates to the 
Convention that "sound principles need to be laid down and thought through" as 
Iutherans consider their attitude towards growing movements for Christian unity. 
“Unity is a gift from Goc", Dr. Fry said, "Christ is the great reconciler, not 
only in drawing men to God but in uniting them with one another." Dr. Fry affirmed 
'that the purpose of union mst never be an end in itself but must strengthen the 
Minfluence of the Gospel both in the Church and inits external witness, He declared 
that any idea of unity should be judged by asking "Does it rightly interpret the 
Word of God?" 


Dr. Fry, who is also chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches, laid down wrong reasons for seeking church unity. He listed these 
‘as indifference to one's own faith, sentimentalism, desire for bigness or prestige, 
competition with other church bodies, and the mistaken idea that economy would 
result from union. He characterised as "equally wrong" some of the objections 
raised to Church union. He said these reservations might arise from inertia, -fear 
ef bigness, false humility, lingering influence of national origins, and con- 
gregational or secterian prejudices. 


Speaking abcut lutheran unity in the United States, Dr. Fry cited a statement 
that a federation (an expanded National lutheran Council, including one other 
large church body now outside it) would... bring about as much unity among Lutherans 
as the next generation demands'', He warned that the attitude in statements like 
this allowed men's moods and prejudices to adjust the time schedule for unity, 
rather than the "pressure from above". 


j 
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hich of our present customs ard vested rights are we willing to give up for 
the sake cf a broader Lutheran unity? What things are we ready to sacrifice for 


it?" Dr Fry aske@. EeP.Ss, Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Dr, Ramsey on Anglican Relations with Moscow 


The Archbishop of York, Dr. Michael Ramsey, said that the Church of England 
weuld be making a profound mistake if it regarded the question of Eastern Orthodoxy 
as "a kind of side-show in the field of Church relations". 


Addressing the York Convocation of the Church of England, in the third week 
of October, he was reporting on a conference in Mescow where he had been engaged 
with Russian church leaders in setting forward "a process of mutual knowledge and 
of the clarifying of issues made difficult by long isolation and by the totally 
different historical experiences of our churches through many centuries." 


Dr, Ramsey said that "the question of orders is, for the Orthodox, subordinate 
to the question of integrity of faith. If the Orthodox were satisfied as to the 
integrity of the Orthodox faith of the Church of England, then we should be - in 
virtue of that faith - an acknowledged portion of the One Holy Orthodox Church." 


Examining future prospects of Anglican-Orthodox conversations, Dr. Ramsey said 
that a common appeal to antiquity, to the Scriptures and to the Fathers provided 
the urge towards going forward despite the difficulties. "Our differing estimates 
of the place of Holy Scriptures and Holy Tradition provide much of those diffi- 
culties, but we can draw upon the work of theological rapprochement in relation 
to other parts of the Orthodox Church which was done between the wars, and it is 
my own eager hope that the Lambeth Conference of 1958 will set this work forward." 


The Archbishop said that despite the pressures of four decades on the Orthodox 
Church in Russia, "there are still families where the old faith is handed down, 
and there are still a good many vocations to the priesthood. To see all is esiine nas) 
said, "is to have a glimpse of that soul of Russia which has not been stifled." 
BePede, Geneva 


Group on European Cooperation Issues Call to Action 


Twenty European Christian leaders, including economists, cabinet ministers, 
and theologians, have called upon the churches to make a closer study of the plans 
to establish a European community for the peaceful development of atomic energy 
(EURATOM) and a European common market. "Although crucial international and social - 
interests are at stake, they said, "the churches tend to be paralysed by uncertain- 
ty and disagreement with regard to the movement towards European unity... The 
positions taken in this matter still reflect the battles of yesterday." 


Under the chairmanship of André Philip, leading member of the French Socialist 
Party, former French liinister of Justice, and prominent Christian layman, the group 
met in Geneva on Satudday and Sunday, October 20-21. Known as the Committee on 
Christian Responsibility for European Cooperation it has been meeting twice annual- 
ly since 1950. Its vice-chairman is Dr. Constantijn L. Patijn of the Netherlands 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


The group's statement spoke with approval of "important headway" in the Last 
nine months towards EURATOM and the common market. 
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"flready the principles underlying the EURATOM treaty have been accepted by 
the Parliaments of six countries", the Christian leaders said. They commented on 
the significance of the fact that "the resolution upon which the German Parliament 
voted had been signed by the leaders of the governmental parties as well as by 
those of the large opposition party, the SPD", Also significant, in the view of 
the Committee, was the willingness of the United Kingdom Government, "which has 
always shown reluctance to join in projects for European integration", to consult - 
"other Commonwealth countries, as well as the leading labour and industrial organi- 
sations in Britain itself, with a view to linking the United Kingdom to the common 
market through a free trade area". 


New elements in the situation between East and West were noted as favcuring 
a fresh effort for the achievement of European unity. "The new activity-in the 
field of European integration has partly been caused by a shift in Hast-lVest rela- 
tions from military to economic policies", according to the group. "The profound 
antagonism between the communist bloc and the Western world has not basically - 
changed, but the awareness in East and West of the existence of an atomic stale~ 
mate has reduced the urgency of military considerations. In the Soviet Union the 
emphasis is laid more on production than on doctrine, and communism is preparing 
itself for economic competition with the Western world in Asia and Africa." 


"At the same time, the ideological process of destalinisation has led to a 

declaration that every country is free to find its own path to socialism, This 
declaration has given rise in most of the satellite countries to a renewed search 
for the expression of personal freedom and naticnal independence, while in Bastern - 
Germany, on the contrary, the Russian grip has been tightened with a corresponding= 
ly restrictive effect on the evolution of the other satellites. Events in Poland 

at the present time bear witness to the gravity of this crisis, the outcome of 
which may be either a reorientation of the former satellites or an attempt to 
progress toward their independence. In either case we cannot remain silent." 


The statement goes on to outline opportunities placed before Europe by the 
new developments. It says that while the process of destalinisation and the relaxa- 
tion of the Russian grip on a few of the Eastern European states is not yet to be 
considered as political disarmament, use must be made of the opportunities for 
contactswith Eastern Europe afforded by the new policy. "The atmosphere of freedom 
which in an open society permeates the whole of life is likely to have some effect 
in relaxing fears and suspicions even in the totalitarian society", the document 
declares, 'Go-existence!, it continues, "is however not a satisfactory or definitive 
solution". Pointing out that as long as in Eastern Europe and in Eastern Germany 
basic human rights as laid down in the Declaration of Human Rights and free elections 
are denied to millions of people, "our world is out of joint.... As we think of 
Europe we think of the whole of our continent, and institutions for European colla~ 
boration must always be open to those people of Eastern Europe who are able and 
Willing to join them of their own free will." 


In resisting the tendency to direct the position of a united Europe against 
other parts of the world, the Committee said: "After all we have gone through in 
our past history, the European community must not fall a victim to a European 

“nationalism, We must resist anti-Americanism in any form. The responsible action 
of the United States is essential for the preservation of freedom and stability 
and the Europeans know very well how much they owe to their American friends in 
this respect. But again a united Europe must not be directed against Russia, not 
merely because this would be suicidal, but still more because different political 
systems and present antagonisms cannot obscure entirely the fact that Europe and 
Russia have been living for centuries out of the same spiritual traditions." 
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Assistance to underdeveloped parts of the world without use of this help for 
political purposes is underlined, "If Europe itself is to be-the homeland of 
pluralistic democracy, it must respect the principle of self-determination for 
other peoples of the world", says the statement. "More particularly, the character 
of the solutions which are derived and applied in North Africa will largely deter- 
mine whether Europe is regarded by underdeveloped peoples as the old colonialism 
in a new disguise or as a centre of attraction and as a force with which they 
Wish to collaborate." 


Theologians in Europe are called upon to re-evaluate the new developments for 
European cooperation. "It is not for the churches to lead the way in such a highly 
technical and political field", says the statement, "but they and their leaders 
should be aware of what they are doing and where they are going". After referring 
to the "irrefutable position that the Church cannot be identified with either East 
or West and should be entirely free to proclaim the Gospel and to fulfil its task 
of prophetic criticism on both sides of all barriers and iron curtains, the greup 
of churchmen warns that "spiritual independence does not mean a neutral or non- 
committal attitude to the issues which are at stake... or an indifferent or 
negative attitude to the efforts to give those nations of Europe which desire 
them a new common structure and a new common voice in international affairs. We 
do not ask the theologians a priori approval to all that is done in the name of 
European unity, but we ask them to consider seriously what is the specific common 
vocation of the European nations in their mutual relations, and in their relaticns- 
with the rest of the world, and to help any efforts along this line with construct- 
ive criticism," the document says. "Is it not a fact that the historic national 
state structure as it still prevails in Europe no longer corresponds to the real 
requirements cf the European people, and that this structure is one of the main 
factors preventing the European nations fron fulfilling their obligations towards 
the peoples in the rest of the world, particularly in Asia and Africa? At no time 
has nationalisn been a Christian virtue, even though at times the Christian churches, 
intentionally or unintentionally, have served as its ideological bulwark." 


Other members of the group included political leaders in the United Kingdom, 
Germany, Italy, Denmark, and Sweden. At the-conclusion of their session they decided 
to proceed to appoint a secretary on a half-time basis as a successor to the Rev. 
Paul Abrecht, World Council of Churches, Geneva, who has been honorary secretary so 
far. He will travel and interpret the work of the committee to European churches 
and political bodies. The committee has been invited to hold its next meeting in 


Berlin. EeP.Se, Geneva 
COLOMBIA Two More Protestants Killed 


Two Presbyterians were killed and another seriously injured in religious per- 
secution in Valle Department. The victims belonged to a Protestant Church in the 
mountain village of Las Colorados, which is part of the municipality of Cartago. 
The death of Sr. Garcia and Sr. Mufioz raises to 77 the toll of Protestants killed 
Since 1948 because of their religious faith. 


The report,which comes from the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia, says 
that the killings coincide with fresh outbreaks of religious persecution against 
Protestants, including interruption of a Prcetestant service by police at la Quibra, 
prohibition of Protestant services by a military mayor in Baraya, search of a house 
and confiscation of Sunday Schocl materials in Ocama, and a threat of a fine for 
disseminating Protestantism in Aguachica. E.P.S., Geneva 
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HUNGARY : | Hungarian Baptists Report on Church life 

( (Frankfurt) - For the first time since the war a greup of delegates from the Baptist 
Church in Hungary ‘has been able to visit another country. Led by their president, 
[Laszlo Szabo, they have been to Hamburg and Frankfurt. 


They were returning from a conference of the Council of the European Baptist 
Alliance in Oslo, 


The Baptist Church in Hungary became a member of the World Council of Churches 
this summer. 


. There are 50,000 Baptists in Hungary at the present time, 20,000 of whom are 
‘baptised members under the spiritual care of 100 preachers in 500 churches and 
jmission centres. In Rumania there are 24,000 Baptists, in Czechoslovakia 18,000 
wand in Bulgaria 9,0CO. In Budapest, where there are twenty Baptist churches with 
6,000 adherents, the Baptist Theological Seminary is celebrating its 50th anni- 
versary on November 30. There are no longer Baptist deaconesses in Hungary, but 
there are still three Baptist homes for old people. The preachers and their widows 
‘receive pensions from church collections. In the separate congregations help is 


given to the old and the poor. BeP.So.e, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Dulles Tells Orthodox Moral Law Is Prevailing 


"J think we can see the beginning of the impact of the moral law even within 
the Soviet orbit", John Foster Dulles, American Secretary of State, told delegates 
tc the 13th Biennial Congress ot the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
‘America, which took place from September 30 to October 6 at Washington, He said 
that the concept of law as a means whereby those in power can destroy their class 
enemies was "godless" and would not prevail. He said that the influence of moral 
factors in politics had increased since the Oxford World Christian Conference on 
Church Community and State in 1937. 


"T know there is a question", he said, "as to the extent churches should mix 
‘in political affairs. I must confess I myself believe it is not the function of the 
Church tc make pronouncements about secular matters. Rather, the churches should work 
‘to inculcate the principles of religion and bring a man closer to his God." 


Archbishop llichael, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
‘America, addressed the ccnference, urging it to consider approaching the Roman 
‘Catholic Church to join Protestant and Orthodox Christians and combat communism. 

‘He condemned rivalry between the Christian denominations and said: "Let us hope and 
‘pray that the Roman Cathclic Church may join us one day, that we may create a 

united spiritual front on an international level in close cooperation with the 

‘other religions and faiths against the always aggressive and always militant material- 
‘istic system called godless communism which, in spite, or rather because, of Stalin's 
‘dethronement, is now becoming more and more dangerous." HePeSe, Geneva 


Corrections 
“EPS No 36, October 5th, page 2: 


‘Miss Ruth Rouse received her doctor's degree from Culver-Stockton College, Canton, 
‘Missouri, not from Butler College. 


“EPS No 36, October 5th, page 3, CANADA (last sentence): 


‘There is no concrete plan for the administrative structure for a Church of Canada 
e° be ready by November. 
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Division of Inter-Church Aid Offers Help for Hungary 


The Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World 
Council of Churches has offered assurance to the Austrian government that its 
full resources of transport, food and clothing are available to help victims 
of the Hungarian emergency. According to Dr. Leslie E, Cooke, the Division's 
director, ways are being sought to get relief for churches and people within 
the country as soon as possible. 


Arthur Foster, senior representative of the World Council of Churches! 
Service to Refugees in Austria, is in close touch with Austrian Hilfswerk, 
inter-church aid and relief agency of the Protestant churches, Mr, Foster tells 
of groups of wounded refugees coming-across the border. He left Tuesday morning, 
October 30, for the border for an on-the-spot investigation of the emergency. 


Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, director of the WCC's Service to Refugees, is in 
Austria to see how the iJorld Council of Churches can best help in the situation. 
He says that the Service to Refugees stands ready to implement and expand its 
Austrian programme if a new influx of refugees from Hungary should make such a 
move necessary. No direct word has been received from World Council contacts 
within Hungary. 


Pastor Bengt Hoffman, director of the Department of World Service of the 
Iutheran World Federation, has announced that the LIF has informed the Austrian 
- Hilfswerk that help is available on request. A representative of the LWF refugee 
service is at the border, 


The German Hilfswerk has sent a representative to assist. Special inter- 
cession was made in Protestant churches throughout Austria on Sunday, October- 
28, on behalf of fellow-Christians in Hungary. The superintendent of the Evan-- 
gelical Church in Austria asked churches to help Hungarian Protestants by send- 
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Bie gifts of money and supplies to relief projects organised by the Austrian 
)Red Cross with which Hilfswerk is cooperating. 


American churches through Church World Service, relief agency of the Nation- 
al Council of Churches, U.S.A., have made an initial gift of 55,000 to help the 
Austrian office of the crkd Council of Churches! Service to Refugees supply 
-emergency needs. The Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service of the British Council 
'of Churches has also indicated that it will help as requested. H.P.S., Geneva 


i 
[ 
(GERVANY Wore Churches to Be Blown Up at Magdeburg? _ 


' (Berlin) - The Ulrich church has already been demolished as a result of "social- 

/ist reconstruction" in Magdeburg (see E.P.S. No. 16). Communist town planners 

now intend to pull down the Church of the Holy Spirit and the Chapel of Saint 

'Ann. The church was founded in the 13th century, and its neighbouring chapel of 

| Saint Ann is regarded as a jewel of Gothic architecture. The city authorities 
argue that the church obstructs plans for a new town hall. 


| The destruction of these buildings is opposed by the Church in Magdeburg 
' (East Germany). Of the churches in central Magdeburg, completely or partially 
damaged during the last war, the church of the Holy Spirit was the first to be 
restored (with ecumenical help). Since 1951 it has again been in constant use. 
HeP.S., Geneva 
3 


UNITED KINGDOM British Council of Churches Seeks Contacts 
with Chinese Christians 


In a unanimous decision the British Council of Churches, meeting in Glasgow, 
agreed to authorise correspondence with the officers of the Three Self Movement 
of the Churches in China to try to arrange for a deputation from the United 
Kingdom to China or from China to Britain. (Ehe Three Self Movement is working 
for "self-support, self-government, and self-propagation!in the Chinese Church.) 
‘Dr. Hugh Martin, chairman of the British Council of Churches! Executive, said 
that "the position has been very much changed by the visit to this country and 
to the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches in Hungary of the Rt. 
Rev. K.H. Ting, Bishop of Chekiang". He said that conversations with Bishop Ting 
had indicated that the Chinese churches would be more ready to receive a delega~ 
tion than to send one. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, told a 
public meeting in Glasgow that politicians and statesmen were being shown the 
way to unity by the churches in the ecumenical movement. He said that whereas 
"fifty years ago each side accused the other of some kind of heresy, now the 
different denominations could meet to compare their treasures instead of their - 
animosities. They need not worry unduly that particular problems were not quick- 
ly solved; what mattered was that all were honestly and scientifically trying to 
clear the ground for the unity of the Church," 


In an address to the Council on the following day, Dr. J. Robert Nelson, 
secretary of the Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches, 
‘described enccuraging and discouraging signs in current movements of thought on 
Christian unity. He listed as encouraging a "grewing acceptance and assertion 
of the fact that Christian unity is God's imperative, not man's option; the 
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rapid spread of national and local councils of churches; the significant growth of 
interest on the part of theologians and theological students in ecumenical study; 
the great number of official ccnversations between churches which look towards 
closer fellowship for organic union, Among the disccuraging signs to be noted at 
the present time", Dr. Nelson went on, are "factionalism, party strife and divi-- 
sion not only between denominations but within denominations and within congrega- 
tions; the perpetuation of obsclete and often irrelevant arguments against unity; 
denominational isolationism and denominational imperialism." HeP.sS., Geneva 


INDIA Churches Aid in Punjab Floods 


Following heavy floods affecting nearly-300 villages in the Jamuna, Markanda, 
and Ghaggar districts of the Punjab, a motor-boat of the National Christian Council 
has been cooperating with the Government's relief agencies who distribute emergency 
supplies and medicaments. The boat is manned by "fraternal workers", and has been 
operating for sixteen hours a day. 


The Christian boat is one in a special fleet organised in the Punjab State for 
flood relief purposes. When the present floods rose to disaster height on October 
12, it went into action in the Karnal district. 


The Rev. Donald E, Rugh, director of the National Christian Council's Committee 
on Relief and Gift Supplies, reports that the Karnal area "was perhaps the worst 
affected in the Ambala Division of the Punjab where this year's floods had done 
the most damage", 


"U.S. gift supplies of 55,000 lbs of wheat, 59,400 lbs of milk, 990 lbs of 
butter oil from Church World Service have been distributed so far in the flood 
affected areas in the Punjab. In addition a sum of Rs. 1000 /— from the Emergensy 
Relief Fund of the Committee was utilised for the purchase of paludrine, salfa~ 
guandine and bleaching powder for use in the Karnal District." 


Money from an earlier flood appeal made by the Division of Inter-Church Aid 
and Service to Refugees, World Council of Churches, has helped to provide resources 


to meet the present emergency. EePeoe, Geneva 
FRANCE A A Message from the Strasbourg Kirchentag 


(Strasbourg) - "We have understood better that the responsibility for the life of 
the Church does not rest solely upon the shoulders of its pastors, but upon all of 
us whe are members of Godis people." ; 


These words form part of a closing message issued by the "Rassemblement Pro~ 
testant" held at Strasbourg in the third week of October (see E.P.S. No. 39). 


The message says: "Our gratitude and joy ascend to God for giving us this 
"Rassemblement", It has shown us that in spite of our differences, cur difficulties 
of language, our different social origins, our divergent opinions and the antago- 
nism between the generations, we are nevertheless brothers in Jesus Christ, who 
made himself our brother. We are one in Him, 


"Urgent and difficult tasks confront us in the Church and in the world. We 
humbly confess our inadequacy in facing them. But we give thanks to Him who shows 
us where our responsibilities lie and gives us strength and joy to face then. 


"But our brotherhood is only real if we live with others, whoever they may be. 
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"All this is only a beginning. God wants us to go forward along the road He 
has opened to us, Our way is illumined by the presence of Jesus Christ and the 
coming Kingdon. 


"God gives us strength to do as he ordains." BePsS., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Another Step towards Lutheran Merger 


By a majority of 169 to 11 the American Lutheran Church (900,000 inembers) 
committed itself at its biennial convention to unite with the Evangelical Iutheran 
Church (1,000,000 members) and the United Evangelical Iutheran Church (55,000 
members), both of which tock similar action last June (see E.P.S. No 26). As a result 
of this action a new Inutheran Church of 2,000,000 members will be formed within 
the next five years. 


Before voting approval of the draft documents for the union, the American 
Tutherans expressed strong dissatisfaction over sections dealing with general 
administration, higher education and sccial acticn, and referred these issues 
back to the Joint Union Committee for further negotiations. Dr. Henry F. Schuh, 
president of the Church, said that discussion of these and other reservations 

might delay the union for six months to a year beyond January 1, 1960, the date 
set down under the present time table for inauguration of the new Church. 


It is now expected that the Union documents, after discussion, will be sub- 
mitted as revised for final ratification by the various districts of the American 
Tutheran Church after adoption by the 1958 conventions of the uniting churches. 


In other actions on union matters, the ALC joined with the two other bodies 
in the merger to express the hope that the Iutheran Free Church "will find a way 
to resume its negotiating relationship", (The LFC withdrew last winter after a 
memorandum in its congregations provided only a two-thirds approval instead of 
the three-fourth it had prescribed. The Church is expected to consider the question 
again next year.) 


The ALC also agreed with the ELC that the Suomi Synod, 35,000-member Finnish 
lutheran body, should be invited to enter the current negotiations at an early 
date. Finally, the Canada district was urged to "continue and intensify" its 
negotiations with all Intheran bodies in Canada so that one Imtheran Church in 


Canada may be established, E.P.S., Geneva 
INDONESIA . The Churches Work for Human Rights 


The founding of the United Nations was commemorated in the Indonesian churches 
on October 24. The Council of Churches in Indonesia also urged Christians to 
celebrate the anniversary of the Declation of Human Rights on December 10, and on 
the preceding Sundays to remember the work of the United Nations in their prayers. 
Copies of the Declaration of Human Rights, translated into Indonesian, were dis- 
tributed in the churches. Thé purpose of the Indonesian Council of Churches was 
to strengthen the Christians! sense of political responsibility and help them to 
fulfil their duties as citizens, The Council of Churches in Indonesia has tried to 
relate Human Rights Day to preparations now being made to draw up a Constitution 
for Indcnesia, BeP.S-, Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM Russian Baptist Theological Students Arrive for Training ~ 


Four Russian Baptist theological students arrived in London by air on October 
19. They will study for two years at two Baptist theological colleges, Spurgeon's 
College in London and the Baptist ccllege at Bristol, 


The greup includes Michael Zhidkov, a son of the president of the Baptists of 
Russia, The other three are all sons of Baptist pastors. 


The arrangements for the four men to study in England are the result of nego- 
tiations initiated when leaders of the All Soviet Council of Evangelical Christian 
Baptists were in the United Kinedom for the Baptist World Congress in 1955 (see 
HsPeos No, 30). H.P.S., Geneva 


Four delegates of the Protestant Church of the Augsburg Confession in Austria 
have visited Czechoslovakia at the invitation of the Lutheran Church in Slovakia. 


Dr. Ernst Wilm (president of the Westphalian Church), general superintendent 
Giinter Jacob (of Cottbus, Eastern Germany), Dr. Hans Thimme (moderator, Soest), 
and Oberkirchenrat Heinrich Kloppenburg (Dortmund) have been invited by the Czech 
Protestant churches to visit Czechoslovkkia. 


The bishops of the Evangelical-Iutheran Church in Denmark will request the 
Russian Orthodox Church to send a delegation to Denmark. This visit will strengthen 
the contacts between the two churches which were made at the end of last year when 
representatives of the Danish Church visited the Soviet Union (see E.P.S. No. 42, 
1955). 


Bishop Asmundur Gudmundsson of Reykjavik, of the Evangelical Iutheran Church 
of Iceland, has spent a fortnight in Soviet Russia as the guest of Patriarch Alexius 
of Moscow (of the Russian Orthodox Church), 


In the spring of 1957 German professors of theology will probably visit the 
soviet Union and give lectures in Moscow and Leningrad. They will be returning the 
visit paid by Soviet professors to Western Germany in June this year (see E.P.S. 
No, 25). Dr. Heinrich Held, president of the Protestant Church in the Rhineland, 
states that efforts are also being made to exchange professors with the Protestant 


churches in Poland and Czechoslovakia, BeP.Se, Geneva 
U.5.5.R. Metropolitan Nikolai Pleased with Visit to USA 


Metropolitan Nikolai of Moscow has described the visit of the delegates of the 
Russian Church to the United States in June 1956 as an event of historic signifi- 
cance (see E.P.S. No. 25). 


"Ye can definitely say that the purpose of our visit to the United States 
was fully achieved", writes the Metropolitan, in his report, published in the last 
number (No. 8, 1956) of the Journal of the Church of the Moscow Patriarchate. 
Through this visit the relations between the American churches and Russian Christ- 
ians were deepened and their friendship was strengthened by the spirit of Christian 
love. 


"Our discussions about questions concerning the Church and theology, first in 
Moscow and then in the U.S.A.", continued the Metropolitan, "were absolutely sin- 
cere and were conductive to clarifying the ideas of both sides. We recognised that 
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the driving power of the Church's work in both countries is their common Christian 
faith and the commandments of Jesus Christ, their common Lord." 


Speaking on, behalf of the Russian Church delegation, the Metropolitan said: 
"Tt is our deep conviction that this exchange, and the contacts made by it, will 
bear rich fruit. These visits are undeubtedly of historic significance... We thank 
the Council of the American Churches with all our hearts for its generous hospi- 
tality. May the friendship between the churches in the United States and those of 
the USSR and its peoples never cease, and may it strengthen the cause of world 


peace, !! E.P.S., Geneva 
NORWAY Bishop Damgaard Answers Criticism of Russian Visits 


The criticism of Danish visits and plans for visits to the churches in the 
USSR and Rumania made by Bishop Eivind Berggrav of Norway has arcused an exchange 
of opiniens between the Norwegian bishop and the Primate of Denmark, Bishop H. 
Fuglsang-Damgaard, 


In his original comment, published in "Kristeligt Dagblad", Copenhagen, Bishop 
Berggrav said: "In the Soviet Union there is a church which with servility submits 
to an openly declared godless State and its propaganda - yes, the State is worse 
than godless, in as much as its scientific outlook on life is hostile to any kind 
of Christian faith. By visiting and celebrating and joining in religious services 
with a church like the Orthodox Church in Russia we are on the verge of committing 
treason." 


Referring to the rehabilitation of Hungarian Bishop Ordass (see E.P.S. No. 38), 
Bishop Berggrav declares that to his mind it was the lutheran Church in Hungary 
which failed grievously by accepting the false accusations and sentence by the 
rulers in power and by installing a new bishop in place of Bishop Ordass. 


The leader of the Danish church delegation to the Soviet Union, Bishop H. 
Fuglsang-Damgaard, Copenhagen, refutes the idea that it should be "on the verge- 
of committing treason" to visit, celebrate, and take part in church services to- 
gether with the Orthodox Church in Russia. The bishop refers to the fact that, 
before accepting the invitation, he had discussed the matter with leaders of the 
World Council of Churches and of the Iutheran World Federation, and they had all 
been in favour of accepting it. Such a visit was also in acccrdance with the wish 
for closer contact, as expressed in the message from the World Council of Churches 
to the Russian Orthodox Church. Bishop Damgaard mentions the many other churches in 
the West who have renewed contact with the Russian Church. He maintains that the 
trip by the Danish delegation was an expression of a true ecumenical spirit. 


In a later and more detailed statement, Bishop Berggrav further emphasises 
that the risk connected with that kind of visits is not political, but consists 
in letting church people in the Soviet Union get the impression that the Church's 
compromise with the totalitarian and anti-God regime is being passed over in 
silence. "In practice, a kind of concordat has been established, according to whi ch 
the Church is permitted to live... on condition that it keeps quiet about every- 
thing unpleasant. Thus this Church... is in danger of denying responsibilities 
towards one's neighbour as preached in the Gospel, The mutual visits and festivi- 
ties create a false impression, both in the Soviet Union Church and in our own 
churches," 


The Bishop feels that a poor kind of diplomacy is being introduced into the 
churches when much of what has been said in the course of these visits must be 
concealed, both in the Soviet and in the free churches, and he concludes: 
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"ie are not allowed, out of Christian benevolence, to leave truth in the 
urch, Without truth, benevolence may easily become a sentimental bog of unreality.' 
A. HeP.Se, Geneva 


COLOMBIA Another ler Protestant Church Me Member & Shot Dead 


A lay leader of the Protestant congregation in Buenavista, Caldas Department, 
was murdered on October 3, 1956, according to a further report from the Evangelical 
Confederation of Colombia. Luis Arce was working on his farm with his brother and 
a hired man when several men dressed as pelice arrived. After questioning him 
abcut his religious beliefs they ordered him and his two compartions to accompany 
them to an office of the police, A short distance out of Busnavi sta the three men 
were shot dead and left on the trail. 


Iuis Arce, who was between 30 and 35 years of age, leaves a widow and six- 
children, The victim was a Sunday School teacher and lay preacher of the Buena- 
vista Protestant Church. Mrs. Arce is the daughter of one of the founders of the 
shurch, which is affiliated with the Gospel Missionary Union. 


The death of Sr. Arce brings to 78 the number of Protestant Christians killed 
Since 1948 because of their religious faith, Three deaths have occurred within the 
last month, Although the victim's brother and employee were "sympathisers", i.e. 
openly friendly and receptive to Pretestant Christianity, they were not members 


of the Church of Buenavista. . \BsPsS., Geneva 
1ONG KONG. lutheran Worker Describes Widespread Mh sery 


"Social misery in Hong Kong is unlike anything elsewhere in the world", the - 
fev. Kel. Stumpf, lutheran World Service Senior representative in Hong Kong clainm- 
sd in speeches delivered during a visit to Germany and Switzerland. "The flood of 
refugees retreating fron the Communist advance in China into Hong Kong began coming 
in 1949 and brought with them the misery which continues today. In 1949, the colony 
1ad 600,000 people and today we have three million with 1,400 new births every 
veek,!! 


Mr, Stumpf deseribed lack of housing as being the greatest problem in Hong 
‘ong following the refugee influx. He deplored absence of planning or-control in 
settlements for squatters and said that fires had ravaged the tinder-dry card- 
oard and plywood shacks in the Kowloon area. Ninety thousand persons have lost 
yneir homes from fires since 1954, according to Pastor Stumpf. There wee 19 fires i 
ast year in a single three month period, 


\ 
100,000 people sleep in the streets at night without shelter and 60,000 a 
whildren roam about in Hong Kong without parental guidance, 


Water shortages often mean that old women with small children must stand for | 
sLx Or-seven hours in the sun to fill a bucket which must last their families for us 
wenty-four hours. "My own family", Mr. Stumpf told his audience, "has in dry , 
seasons one small tub of water a day for four. With it we do all our cooking, and- 
lash our clothes and bodies. It is inccnvenient for us but absolutely nothing com- ‘ 
dared to sane of the refugee families of eight or ten persons." 


Mr. Stumpf went on to describe the medical and educational problems of the 
iolony, He estimated that 110 bodies of TB victims are collected each day, "A 
opulation of three million", he affirmed, "according to European standards, should 
lave at least 18,000 beds under normal conditions. Hong Kong has 2,000... Thirty 
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per cent of the children in Hong Kong/can go to school, but most of the Hong Kong 


schools are dirty little huts in dirty slum areas where the pupils have to stand 
all day and have mo books or paper or material with which to work," 


There is, according to the lutheran welfare worker, “bitter disillusionment 
among the thousands of students who have come from China and cannot be absorbed 
into the Hong Kong economy, "They hate communism", he said, "but their hope in 
democracy, in human rights and in Christianity is crushed and they become bitterly 
disillusioned, Many return to China feeling that life there could not be worse 
than in the West." 


The work of Iutheran World Service in Hong Kong among the refugees is being 
extended. It is in close relation with the work for European refugees from China 
which is carried out by the World Council of Churches' Service to Refugees. It 
also supports the coordinating activities of the Hong Kong Protestant Relief 
Committee whose administration and programme are provided for by member churches 
of the World Council of Churches through the Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees. HePeSe, Geneva 


From the World Alliance of YMCAs 


The Armed Services Department of the National Council of YMCAs of the United 
States of America, in collaboration with the British YMCA, is establishing a centre 
to provide services for American military personnel in Ipswich, which is the leave 
centre for several large US Air Force bases in England. 


ays 


Under a new scheme of technical training, the Government of Veanda has asked 
the National Council of YMCAs of England, Wales and Ireland to supervise the stay 
of young men coming from Uganda to study in Great Britain for two or three years. 
The students will have already had some technical and practical training. 


The Education Department of the National Council of YMCAs has many connections 
in industry which makes the placing of students in firms a comparative easy matter. 
Training will be in the field of leadership and individual character development as 


well as technical skills. E.P.S., Geneva 


Ecumenical Review Brings Full Text of Documents from Central Committee 


(Geneva) - Descriptions, commentary and the text of major documents from the meetings 
of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches held in Hungary in Julyand 
August are features of the World Council Diary and Ecumenical Chronicle in the Octo-= 
ber issue of the Ecumenical Review. The Dutch Reformed Churches in South Africa pre- 
sent their point of view on the problems of race relations in substantial extracts 
from a report of an ad hoc commission on this subject. Two of the main articles make 
available speeches delivered at ecumenical meetings. The first, by Prof. J.C. Bennett, 
4s an address on "The Christian Response to Sccial Revolution" before the conference 
on the Responsible Society at Arnoldshain, Germany, in June (see EPS No, 29). The 
second is a sermon preached by the Metropolitan James of Melita in the Orthodox 
cathedral in Beirut at the opening of the Second Conference on Arab Refugees in May 
(see EPS No,23). Hillyer H. Straton, an American Baptist minister, writes on "The 
Ecumenical Movement and the Parish ilinister", Robert C. Mackie gives his impressions 


of his recent visit to South India. Among the bock review is a detailed discussion 


by the Rev. Francis House, associate general secretary of the WCC, of the recently 


published "History of the World's Alliance of YMCAs" . H.P.S., Geneva 
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HUNGARY . Seminary Students Killed _ 


Information. received in Geneva from Dean Laszlo Pap, of the Reformed Theolo- 
gical Seminary, Budapest, indicates that two students of the seminary have been 
killed in the fighting which has been raging in the Hungarian capital. There was 
no news as yet from other cities, Dean Pap reported on October 31st. 


The Student Christian Movement which had been forbidden, has been founded- 
again, according to the information received at World Council of Churches head- 
quarters. Bishop L. Ordass, who was recently rehabilitated by the Hungarian govern~ 
ment, is reported safe. E.P.Se, Geneva 


CUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Under the auspices of : The World Council of Churches * The International Missionary Council 


The World’s Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations * The World's Young Women's 


Christian Association « The World’s Student Christian Federation x The World Council of 
Christian Education « The United Bible Socteties 


CABLES: OIKOUMENE GENEVA - TELEPHONE 367130 - 17 ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 


a RAE TU AA. 


No, 41 Twenty-third Year November 9th, 1956 


ye 
Pou 


pen ern 


THE CHURCHES IN THE HUNGARIAN CATASTROPHE 


World Council Officers Issue Appeal for Hungary 


(Geneva, November 5) - Three leaders of the World Council of Churches, in New 
York, London and Geneva, have-said that "Christians throughout the world are 
profoundly shocked and sorrow-stricken at the tragic reversal suffered by the 
Hungarian people who had clearly asserted their desire for freedom and indepen- 
dence in national and church life’. 


The three officers of the Council remind its 165 member churches of their 
previously expressed conviction "that fear and suspicion cannot be replaced by 
respect and trust unless powerful nations remove the yoke which now prevents 
other nations and peoples from freely determining their own government and form 
of society". The member churches are urged to continue to seek this objective 
and to "stand together with all who in the struggle for freedom suffer pain and 
trias . 

The three signatories are officers of the world body's Central Committee: 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry (New York), chairman; Dr. Ernest Payne (London), vice- 
chairman; and JCC general secretary, Dr. WA. Visser 4% Hooft, Geneva. 


The statement was sent immediately to the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, together with the recently issued appeal made by the same three 
men drawing attention to principles for a settlement of the Suez crisis issued 
on November 2 (see EPS, this issue, page 5). 


The full text of the statement on the Hungarian disaster reads: 


"Christians throughout the world are profoundly shocked and sorrow-stricken 
at the tragic reversal suffered by the Hungarian people, who had clearly asserted 
their desire for freedom and independence in national and church life, The chair- 
man and vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the Jorld Council of Churches 
and the Council's general secretary call to the attention of the member churches 
the immediate relevance «f certain statements in the appeal to churches and 
governments adopted by the Evanston Assembly. They refer particularly to the 
claim that fear and suspicion cannot be replaced by respect and trust unless 
powerful nations remove the yoke which now prevents other nations and peoples 
from freely determining their own government and form of society. ie urge the 
member churches to continue to seek this objective. As alse stated at Evanston, 
Christians must stand together with all who, in the struggle for freedom, suffer 


lhe aim of the Excsimenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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pain and trial. Our unity in this fellowship will remain unbroken whatever happens 
and will also find expression in prayer for the people of Hungary in their hour 
of trial and forthe churches in their witness to our crucified and risen Lord." 


World Council General Secretary's Message 


Before renewed fighting broke oubin Hungary on November 3, the general secre 
tary of the World Council of Churches sent a message to the three member churches 
of the World Council in Hungary; lutheran, Reformed and Baptist. The message said: 


tat the time when, God willing, a new era begins in the life of your churches 
I desire on behalf of the Jorld Council to send you an expression of our profound 
hopé that in that new day the work of the churches may be abundantly blessed by 
God, 


"We have been keenly aware of the deep spiritual struggles through which so 
many of you have had to go in these last years. We rejoice in the fact that so 
many have remained faithful in their Christian witness and in their adherence to 
the cause of Christ. We are particularly glad that the men who are takeng the 
lead in your churches are men who have shown that they put their Christian loyalty 
before any other consideration. 


"The new situation will bring great opportunities but there will also be 
great problems. We desire to assure you that we want to do everything we can in 
helping you to meet these opportunities and to solve these problems. 


"May the Lord be with you in these coming weeks and months." 


(The message, signed by Dr. W.A.-Visser 't Hooft, is known to have been sent 
for publication immediately on reteipt in Budapest .) 


Hungarian Christian Youth Appeal for Acceptance of Country's Neutrality 


In an urgent message received in Geneva on November 3 the then newly estab- 
lished National Christian Youth Federation in Hungary appealed to "tthe Christians 
of the Soviet Union, the United States, England and France, to awaken the con~ 
science of the public and of the governments" to accept the neutrality of Hungary. 


The Reformed, lutheran, Roman Catholic and all Christian youth movements 
were participating in the Christian Youth Federation. The World Council of Churches 
sent the message simultanzously to the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, the British Council of Churches, the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA and the French Protestant Federation. 


"May God our Heavenly Fathey who is the God of history, bless the efforts of 
our nation to build up an independent free and neutral Hungary,'! the message said. 


The full text reads: 'The Advisory Committee of the Christian Youth Federa- 
tion calls upon the Christian youth of Hungary to pray to God in these decisive 
hours of our country. May God our Heavenly Father, who is the God of history, bless 
the efforts of our nation to build up an independent free and neutral Hungary and 
may he enable us all to serve for reconciliation, peace and friendship among the 
nations. We ask the Christian youth of the world to pray with us and for us. We 
ask especially the Christians of the Soviet Union, the United States, England and 
France, tc awaken the conscience of the public and of the governments so that the 
neutrality of our country which has so imnensely suffered may be accepted." 
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Hungarian Church Institutions Declared Reopened; 
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Ordass Functioning as Bishop 


Far-reaching changes were under-way in the Protestant churches in Hungary, 
acccrding to infcrmation received at World Council of Churches headquarters in 
Geneva, on November 1st. It was proposed that new elections be held in both 
lutheran and Reformed churches for all church posts occupied by officials who 
had received their appointments since 1948, All such officials, including bishops, 
had resigned, or were expected to resign, until new elections could be held. 


It was also then anticipated that church institutions, which had been banned, 
would be reopened. This included church schools, hospitals, and other institutions 
of social and educational character, Dean laszlo Pap, of the Reformed Theological 
Seminary, Budapest, reported. Youth work organisations such as YiCA and the Student 
Christian Movement were started again. 


Bishop Lajos Ordass, the lutheran bishop condemned to prison in 1946 and 
rehabilitated last month, had again occupied his former bishopric and was fully 
functioning as a bishop. He preached the Reformation Day sermon, on October 31, 
in Deak Square Iutheran church, Budapest. Bishop Laszlo Dezsery, who had been 
occupying the bishopric of Ordass and acted as preacher at Deak Square church, 
had resigned. Bishop Janos Peter of the Reformed Church had also resigned, along 
with Bishop Albert Bereczky, who has been seriously ill. 


Four districts of the Reformed Church had been reconstituted. The well-known 
Bishop Ladislas Ravasz had again become Bishop of the Danubian District. Bishop” 
Ravasz was at the inaugural Assembly of the ‘orld Council of Churches at Amster- 
dam, as president of the Hungarian Reformed Church's General Synod. 


Hungarian church leaders spoke to the Hungarian people by radios Bishop Lajos 
Ordass (Iutheran), Bishop ladislas Ravasz (Reformed) and Dean Laszlo Pap (Ref ormed) 
were among them. 


Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
had been in direct communication with the Hungarian church leaders. Commenting on 
the situation, he had said "a new era is opening in the life of the Hungarian 
churches". 


Churches Rush Aid to Hungarian Christians and the Refugees 


In an eye-witness account before the Administrative Committee of the Jorld 
Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees in 
Geneva, on November 5, Dr. Edgar Chandler, WCC director of Service to Refugees, 
revealed that a convoy of vehicles bearing food, clothing and vitamin foods had 
reached Budapest from the World Council and the Iutheran orld Federation. The 
vehicles, mobilised by Director Schager of Austrian Hilfswerk and Arthur Foster, 
head of the “Jorld Council's Service to Refugees in Austria, left the beleaguered- 
city of Budapest just before the second wave of fighting began and returned safe- 
ly to Vienna. 


Commenting on the successful relief operation, Dr. Norris \/ilson, executive 
director of Church World Service, USA, and a member of the Inter-Church Aid 
Administrative Committee, said that Christians in all parts of the world would be 
encouraged to learn that "the Church was there!', He asked the Committee to appeal 
for replenishment of stocks of food and clothing in Austria which had been depleted 
by the convoy's journey and to send a message to the churches asking for gifts 
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in cash to enable purchases in Austria of relief supplies to cope with the needs 
of the flood of ‘refugees and aid the churches-in Hungary with their works of 
mercy and rebuilding when communication is re-established. 


The Committee later adopted an appeal along these lines asking immediate 
Church response for the objectives Dr ilson had listed and requested adequate 
reserves of money and gccds to meet an anticipated crisis facing the churches 
and the Gaza refugees in the lliiddle East. 


Dr. Chandler, who was accompanied in his visit to Gyor, Hungary, by Miss 
Jean Olson of the Iutheran ‘Jorld Federation's Department of World Service and 
by ir, Theodore Hartig, lif /jorld Service Senior representative in Austria, gave 
first-hand accounts of the tense last minute situation in Vestern Hungary. "We 
decided to go as far as we could into Hungary", he said. fe bore Red Cross 
identity cards and made slow progress with our convoy through a heavy snow storm. 
When we were stopped by a military officer one kilometre from Gyor, we suddenly 
saw that we were surrounded by huge Russian tanks. We were signalled on and made 
contact with Reformed and lutheran Church officers in the region. Gyor was made 
a central depot for a proposed convoy service of the World Council of Churches 
and lutheran World Federation. We planned to send food daily using this mid-way 
point and making trips by vehicles either way in daylight to or from Budapest 
or Vienna. The tension was so high that we had then to return to Vienna, but our 
neutral Austrian drivers were allowed to go through to Budapest with Director 
Schager. After delivery of their load to the churches they left at the last 
moment on the morning of Saturday, Nov. 4. Though they were stopped nine times 
on their way back by Russian tanks blocking the road, they rejoined us safely 
in Vienna." 


According te last minute reports, conveyed to the Administrative Committee 
from Vienna, a total of between 15 and 20,000 refugees fron the seccend outbreak 
of fighting is new in Austria. Cutlets by road were sealed during the day but 
about 5,000 refugees crossed the frontier by other exits: on the night of Novem- 
ber 4, Most of the refugees are reported to be women and children who have Left 
the heads of their families still fighting in Hungary. "We might now be con- 
fronted in the World Council of Churches with the most difficult refugee situa- 
tion we have ever faced", said Dr. Chandler. "There could easily be thousands 
of women and children in the refugee camps in Austria who cannot be resettled 
because they do not constitute a labour force and their husbands are still in 
Hungary. The Austrian government has agreed to receive these refugees and to 
co-ordinate work done for them. Two large reception centres are already function- 
ing, one with quite inadequate buildings and facilities. The United Nations' 
High Commissioner for Refugees and the voluntary agencies are cooperating in 
the work of accommodation and "screening! for the time being. The World Council 
of Churches has expressed the hope that the United Nations! High Commissioner 
will assume over-all responsibility for co-ordinating the work of the voluntary 
agencies," 


Churches in many parts of the world have swiftly responded-to urgent pleas 
sent out by Dr. Leslie Cooke, director of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees of the \Jorld Council of Churches. Hany gifts and promises 
have already streamed in: Church World Service 10,000; Churches in Sweden 
$4,000; lutheran World Federation $7,500; World Council of Churches $5, 0003 
lutheran Church of Canada $1,000. The British Council of Churches has appealed 
for funds and materials and promised aid. Twenty tons of US surplus commodities 
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have been made available from France, Hight and a half tons cf food came from 
Austrian Hilfswerk. 115,000 Dil worth of blankets (5,000) were sent by German Hilfs- 
werk, One million vitamin tablets, 10,000 doses penicillin, 2 cartons of sutures, 

2 shipments of clothing and one of blankets were shipped through Church World 
Service, New York City. Seven hundred pounds of tea, coffee and chocolate from the 
World Council of Churches were delivered perscnally. The French Protestant Church 
Federation has launched a major appeal, through CIMADE, for funds and materials. 
Special action is being taken in all parishes by Swiss Hilfswerk, Zurich . 


Y.M.C.A. —- Y.W.C.A. Assistance to Hungarians 


Staff members of the Werld Alliance of YMCAs and of the YWCA are keeping - 
closely in touch with the swiftly moving events in Hungary with a view to provid- 
ing services to certain of those affected. 


Mr. Josef Bednarek, experienced YMCA-YWCA refugee services field director, 
is on a special trip to Austria to gain first-hand knowledge of conditions along 
the Austrian-Hungarian border. He will see Government officials and voluntary 
agencies, On the basis of his report, the World bodies decided that special action 
should be initiated within the framework of their refugee services. 


Reports from national movements indicate that in many countries the YMCA and 
YWCA are participating in special appeals for money to help the desperate condi- 
tions of the Hungarian refugees. E.P.S., Geneva 


THE CHURCHES FACK EVENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


Officers of World Council Issue Statement Following Middle East Fighting 


In a statement issued on November 2 officers of the World Council of Churches 
reminded the Council's 165 member churches in 47 countries of statements made by 
the churches in 1954 calling on the nations to "refrain from the use of force 
against the territorial integrity of any state" and to use only such measures to 
deter or combat aggression as conform to the requirements of the UN Charter, They 
referred to a previous agreement of the churches that "no nation in an international 
dispute has the right to be judge in its own cause." 


The statement is over the names of the chairman of the Central Committee, Dr. 
Franklin Clark Fry (USA); Dr. Ernest Payne (United Kingdom) ,vice-chairman of the 
Central Committee; and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, of the Netherlands, the Council's 


general secretary. 


The agreements quoted by the statement in reference to the present situation 
in the Suez area were unanimously expressed by representatives of the World Council's 
member bodies during the Council's last full Assembly at Evanston in the USA in 
August, 1954. 


The message concludes with a call to prayer and reads in full: 


"The chairman and the vice-chairman of the Central Committee and the general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches request all member churches of the 
Council in this grave situation in the Middle East to remember what the churches 
said together about international order and most recently at the Second Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches at Evanston. They direct particular attention to 
the passages in the Evanston Report where the churches state that no nation in an 
intermational dispute has the right to judge in its own cause, where they call 
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upon the nations to pledge that they will refrain from the threat or the use of 
force against the territorial integrity of any state and where they affirm that 
any measures to deter or combat aggression should conform to the requirements of 
the United Nations Charter. They finally ask the churches to pray to the Almighty 
God that He will guide the governments and the peoples in the ways of justice 

and peace," 


British Churches Act Swiftly 


An emergency meeting of the Standing Committee of the International Depart 
ment of the British Council of Churches was called on November 1st. The Committee 
discussed developments in the Middle East in the light of the declared policy of 
the Council "to support Her Majesty's Government and the United Nations in their 
efforts to uphold the law of Nations", and in particular in the light of a Letter 
to the Prime Minister on September 19th from the International Department on the 
Suez Canal question. 


This letter had said: 


"Action by the Government of this country must be such as to command the 
moral assent of our peoples; this assent will most effectively be secured by 
remitting the dispute to the United Nations; when British interests are consider= 
- ably involved it is more, not less, important that Britain shculd invoke the pro- 
cesses of the United Nations at the earliest possible moment, and thus show its- 
good faith by supporting the United Nations in establishing a responsible inter- 
national society." 


These principles had been unanimously approved by a full meeting of the 
British Council of Churches as recently as October 23, 


A joint emergency meeting of the Executive Committee of the Council, and of 
the Intemational Department, will be held on November 8th, 


On Saturday, November 3, the officers of the Council obtained an interview 
with the Lord Chancellor who acted for the Prime Minister. The delegation of three 
led by the Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. Geoffrey Fisher) included Dr. Ernest 
Payne,who also spoke as vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches,and the Rev. Kenneth Slavk, general secretary cf the British Council 
of Churches. The delegation voiced concern over events in the Middle Hast and asked 
that every attempt be made for a general cease-fire as speedily as possible. They 
discussed with the Lord Chancellor the points made to the Prime Minister in the 
letter of September 19 and their implications for the Suez situation. 


British Council of Churches’ Call to Prayer 


A call to prayer sent out on November 1st by the British Council of Churches 
over the names of the Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. Geoffrey Fisher), as president, 
Dr. A.C. Craig as vice-president.,and Dr, Hugh Martin as chairman of the Executive 
says: 


"Christian people will be praying earnestly about the events in the Iliddle 
East, ile would urge them to continue steadfastly in such prayer, and would call 
upon all Christian congregations and their members to pray that the leaders of 
the naticns may discern God's will and do it. 


"Christian people will especially remember before God those to whom these 
events bring perscnal suffering and anxiety." 
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Archbishop of Canterbury Expresses Disquiet 


Speaking in the House of Lords on November 1st the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr, Geoffrey Fisher, said that the only question which Britain, as a responsible 
nation, had to ask, was "are we doing the right thing by the highest and wisest 
standards that we, as_a nation, know?" He declared that Britain could not ignore 
the fact that the President of the United States had tcld it that it had made "a 
grave error" and that world opinion was almost entirely convinced that this was so, 
There was a strong case for saying that Britain's action was a contravention of the 
spirit and the letter of the United Nations' Charter. He was speaking from contact 
with people who felt that the United Kingdom stood on slippery ground. Christian 
opinion was terribly uneasy and unhappy. He suggested a standstill, a withdrawal 
of Israel's forces, no British and French "intrusion into Egypt" and a guarantee 
from the world's statesmen that Israel would not suffer for ccmplying,or have to 
live longer under continuous threats. 


Christian Responsibility in a Divided Nation 


On November 2, Dr. G.K.A. Bell, Bishop of Chichester, said that in a divided 
nation a special responsibility falls on members of the Christian Church. "Sgypt 
must bear a large share of the blame for the present grave situation", he went on. 
"Wie owe our Prime Minister and his colleagues a great measure of sympathy and con- 
sideration as they face their immensely serious tasks. But that the British and 
French governments should have initiated an armed conflict which can claim no 
sanction from intermational treaty or the United Nations Charter, and has now been 
overwhelmingly condemned by the United Nations Assembly, has come as a great shock 
to the Christian conscience," 


The Bishop said that a statement of principle issued by the World Council of 
Churches at Evanston two years ago was particularly significant in this connec- 
tions 


NAI1 nations are subject to moral law, and should strive to abide by the 
accepted principles of international law, develop this law, and to enforce 
it thrceugh common actions. 


"No nation in an international dispute has the right to be sole judge in its 
cwn cause or to resort to war to advance its policies, but should seek to 
settle disputes by direct negotiation or by submitting them to conciliation, 
arbitration or judical settlements." 


"Tt is for the Church to remind the nation that God is the Lord of history", 
Dr, Bell affirmed, "and to proclaim the duty of obedience to moral law, as well 
as to appeal for the avoidance of angry and provocative words." 


British Christian Pacifist Group Speaks 


The Fellowship of Reccnciliation, "representing some 17,000 Christian people 
of all branches of the Church in Britain," issued a statement condemning the 
British Government's action in Egypt as "wrong in itself" and as Nageravating the 
very situation which it professes to alleviate", undermining the United Nations, 
hampering the achievement of a world community, and weakening Britain's moral 
standing and influence in the world. 


After supporting the United Nations' resolution demanding a cease-fire, the 
‘statement concludes: "We believe that beneath the tensions in the Middle East lies 
cur failure to meat the need of an impoverished people. Nor dees the revenue drawn 


Poe il cs es 
Pal ‘ 5 
an 7 

7 ; ‘ ¥ 


No, 41 = November 9th, 1956 | ~S- 301 


by the rulers of Arab States from income paid by western oil companies discharge- 
cur responsibility in this connection. This responsibility is one which all west- 
erm peoples share and in the honouring of which lies a true contribution to the 
best interests bcth of the British people and of the world at large. Thus the - 
Christian teaching of love for’ one's neighbour would be expressed and the over- 
coming of political tension be made possible, in a way which war can never achieve." 


Bishop Dibelius Appeals to British and French Churches 


"German Protestants are deeply distressed by the events in the Near and Middle 
East. They look to the British Churches in the assurance that our united prayers 
for werld peace will be answered." So runs the text of the two identical tele- 
grams sent on November 2 by Bishop Otto Dibelius (chairman of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, EXD, and a president of the World Council of Churches) 
to Dr. John Baillie (Edinburgh, one of the presidents of the (orld Council of 
Churches) and to Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury. "The whole country 
is alarmed and disturbed about the political events. The Christian churches are 
looking for a solution,” replied Dr. Fisher, 


Bishop Dibelius sent a similar telegram to Pastor Marc Boegner, president of 
the French Protestant Federation, who replied: "Your friendly message has deeply . 
impressed us, and we greatly appreciate it. On Tuesday the French Protestant Fede- 
ration is holding an extraordinary meeting." 


French Protestant Federation Deplores Action 


At a special meeting, the Council of the French Protestant Federation issued 
a statement reading: 


"The Council of the Protestant Federation of France, meeting in extraordinary 
session on November 6th, 1956 


Considers it most distressing and regrettable that the governments of France 
and Great Britain, faced with countless violations of the United Nations!’ Charter, 
should have judged unilateral intervention as legitimate; 


Fears the psychological ccnsequences of this decision for which others claim, 
or might claim,to seek justification; 


Deplores the United Nations’ want of authority and effectiveness and expresses 
“the hope that the present crisis may bring its member nations to remedy the weak- 
ness and evasions which have paralysed its functioning. 


t The Council affirms its cenviction that order and justice are possible only 
“where there is respect for an internationally acknowledged standard of law, It 
‘asks that hostilities cease within the shcrtest possible time, and that the United 
“Nations, with an international force at last at its disposal, should assume res- 
“ponsibility for re-establishing and maintaining peace in the Near Kast." 


American Churches Pray for Peace, Justice, Freedom 


The Protestant and Orthodox churches in the United States were called to make 
Sunday November 4 a day of special prayer for "peace with justice and freedom", 


In the face of mounting international crisis, Dr. Eugene Carscen Blake, of 
Philadelphia, president of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
USA, addressed his call for participation in special intercession te the ministers 
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and people of the 144,000 Protestant and Orthodox churches thrcughout the nation 
and to all others who wished to participate. 


At the same time Dr. Blake expressed gratification that Church Werld Service, 
relief arm of the National Council, had made food, clothing and other supplies 
available for the people in Hungary, and urged church leaders-to explore immediate- 
ly the possibility of providing similar emergency help to war-stricken people of 
Israel and Egypt. 


The call asked for prayers to be offered "on behalf of the people in Egypt, 
Israel, Hungary and all who are now suffering in the midst of turmoil, conflict, 
agony of body, mind and spirit; the representatives of the powers, small and great, 
now consulting in the General Assembly of the United Nations: the furtherance of 
works of mercy as through Church World Service and the World Council of Churches 
and all who seek to respond in Christian love to the needs of suffering humanity; 
nations now hostile, estranged or divided in council, that attitudes and actions 
may bring increasing understanding and harmony among all nations; the United 
States in its international responsibilities that its influence in concert with . 
other nations may be effective in helping to establish peace, freedom and justice 
for all peoples of the earth." 


World Council's General Secretary Sends Messages to 
Egyptian Member Churches 


On the outbreak of fighting in Egypt the general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, sent identical messages by tele- 
gram on November lst to the Council's member churches in Egypt, the Coptic Church 
and the Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria. 


The message reads: ‘World Council of Churches expresses deep sympathy with 
your Church in grave situation owing hostilities against Egypt. Please let us 
know if you have needs which we can help meeting." 


A reply received from the Coptic Patriarchate in Cairo in the name of Arch- 
bishop Aghabios sincerely thanks Dr. Visser 't Hooft and continues: "Kindly pray | 
with us for peace and safety of our country." EeP.S., Geneva 
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Sympathy and Aid for Hungary 


Messages of sympathy with the Hungarian people and appeals for help to the 
suffering population and the refugees centred in Austrian camps are being issued 
by many Christian churches throughout the world. 


Action by the churches in Austria, and response to appeals ~- in France, the 
Scandinavian countries, Holland, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, Germany and the - 
United States - followed swiftly on the influx of refugees. In France CIMADE (Coni- 


| té inter-mouvements auprés des évacués) acted on behalf of the French Protestant 


Federation to receive and house 42 young refugees without identity papers or money. 
CIMUADE will continue to cooperate with the French Government to provide for further 
quotas. 


The Swedish churches report receipt of almost ten thousand dollars worth of 
cash, which is being sent direct to the World Council of Churches in Austria. 


The relief organisation of the Norwegian Church has appealed to congregations 
for money, clothing and food,and has already sent several tons of food to Austria, 


Tn Holland and Switzerland church agencies have launched appeals for funds 
and supplies through the ccngregations. 


The Department of Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service of the British Council 
of Churches has received hundreds of small contributions contained in letters, and 
gifts of one thousand pounds each from the Irish Presbyterian Church and the Church 
of Scotland. Its resettlement office will cooperate, through the churches, in hous- 
ing numbers of Hungarian refugees in Britain in association with the Government. 
Similar undertakings to house quotas of homeless Hungarians have been given by the 
churches in a number of other European countries, 


Collections taken at church services in Germany on Sunday, November ll, Wie taes 
be given to a fund that has already sent gifts worth 200,000 Dil to aid in the dis- 
tress in Hungary and among the refugees in Austria. 


1c aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions exbressed in its nen's items. 
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Church World Service in the United States has been supervising the response 
tc a nation-wide appeal for emergency contributions of serviceable used clothing, 
food and funds. Gifts as result of this appeal, which was made by Dr. Eugene C. 

“Blake, as president of the National Council of Churches in the USA, will be in 
addition to previous contributions of foodstuffs, medical supplies and ten thousand 
dollars in cash. 


Refugees continue to come in large numbers across the Hungarian border into 
Austria. The Protestant churches in that country, acting with the World Council 
“of Churches and the lutheran World Federation according to a co-ordirated plan, 
have designated Hungarian speaking pastors to organise relief and assure pastoral 
care. Some of these workers are themselves refugees. 


Statements and appeals received in Geneva have been made by the Swiss Pro- 
testant Federation; the Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church; the United 
Christian Youth Movement, youth organisation of the National Council of Churches 
in the USA; the "Action chrétienne des Etudiants russes en Exil"” (Paris); the Old 
Catholic Church of Switzerland; the Evangelical Church in Germany; the Protestant 
Federation of France; the Swedish churches; the British Council of Churches; the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; the Bishops of the Nor- ° 


wegian Church, é HeP.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Dr. Blake Cables Metropolitan Nikolai 


A message on the crisis in Hungary and the Middle East, cabled to Moscow on 
‘November 8 by the Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, president of the National Council 
of Churches, and addressed to His Eminence Nikolai, Russian Orthodox Metropolitan 

of Krutitsky and Kolomna and secretary of his church for foreign affairs, read: 


"Recalling with thanksgiving our fellowship in March and June and re-affirm- 
ing our common concern for the cause of peace in the whole world and our desire 
for the freedom of the churches to fulfil their mission, I send you brotherly 
greetings in Christ from the National Council of Churches in this critical hour. 


"We are seeking through our prayers and material aid to help those who have 
suffered-from the conflict in Hungary, the Middle East and other areas of the 
present disorder. We hope you are joining us in supplication to Almighty God for 
all who suffer and that you will join us in sending material aid to the several 
victims of the present conflicts, In accordance with your expressed devotion to 
peace and justice, we hope the churches in the U.S.S.R. will work also for the 
avoidance of further bloodshed and oppression and that you will represent to the 

authorities of your nation your Christian concern that the Hungarian people be 

given freedom to determine their destiny as a nation. We further ask that you 
join in our prayers that the world will find sure ways to a just settlement in 
the Middle East, without further violence and bloodshed. We invite you to join us 
in reaffirming by word and deed our common declaration that faith, freedom and 
justice are the most essential prerequisites for durable peace." 


Dr. Blake headed a nine-member deputation of the National Council of Churches 
that visited the Soviet Union last March for formal conversations with Christian - 
leaders (see EPS No 13). The Council subsequently received an eight-member deputa- 

tion of Russian Christian leaders, led by Metropolitan Nikolai, who visited the 
USA last June. At the conclusion of the two-way visit the Russian churchmen agreed 
te a communiqué summarising the conversations and subscribing to peace with justice 
in the world. B.P.5., Geneva 
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YMCA /YWCA Work with Hungarian Refugees 


The World's YMCA /YWCA Refugee Services in Austria have intensified their 
comunity services work in all camps where Hungarian refugees have been received. 
|The appeal for help in connection with this work asks for reading material in 
- Hungarian, ; 


: The Austrian War Office has accepted the offer of the YMCA to provide an 
educational, recreational and social programme in the special camps for interned 
| Hungarian soldiers and officers. 


In Germany, France and Austria Hungarian refugees have found accommodation 
in YMCA holiday centres, The Norwegian YMCA has offered to receive 50 Hungarian 
refugee boys between the age of 12 and 15, The Swiss YMCA and YWCA have under- 
taken to raise funds to purchase a prefabricated barrack. The YMCAs of Denmark 

_and Sweden have launched appeals for funds. 


The Vorld MICA has sent Miss Hilda Pole to give special attention to the 
needs of Hungarian refugees in Austria. Iiiss Pole is well-known for her work in 
the YWCA centre in Jericho, Jordan. HeP.Se, Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM British Council of Churches! Executive Endorses Middle 


ce 


Hast Statements 


(London) - The Executive Committee of the British Council of Churches has endorsed 
action of the Council's officers in questioning the British Government's policy 
in the Middle East and requesting a cease-fire (see EPS No 41). 


At an emergency meeting on November 8 the Executive approved "the actior of 
the officers of the Council in obtaining an interview with the Lord Chancellor 
(acting on behalf of the Prime Minister) and representing to him the deep concern 
of Christian opinion regarding events in the Middle East." The meeting reaffirmed 
“erave disquiet that the Government of Great Britain, together with that of France, 
even though confronted by so many violations of the Charter of the United Nations, 
should themselves have taken unilateral military action", recognised "the past 
lack of authority and effectiveness of the United Nations as one of the principal 
factors in the present crises'', appealed "to all governments concerned to work 
earnestly and constantly for the securing and upholding of law and order between 
the nations", and reminded the member nations of the United Nations that "the solu- 
tion of the Middle East problem is inextricably linked with the problem of the 
Arab refugees, for whose human misery the churches have all along shown a deep, 


practical concern". HePeSe, Geneva 
EGYPT ; British Missionaries Remain at Posts 


(Cairo) - Fourteen English missionaries on the staff of the Church Missionary 
Society remained in the neighbourhood of Cairo throughout the Egyptian fighting. 
A message sent to the Church ifissionary Society in London said that the workers, 
who were engaged in hospitals and sccial welfare in Cairo and Menouf, were well 
and that their work was continuing. 


In a statement made in London by the Rev. C.S. Milford, West Asia and Egypt 
secretary of the Church Missionary Society, concern was expressed lest the recent 
actions of the British Government, “even if successful for the moment", should 
‘make mission work more difficult. The statement declared that "whatever may be 
thought of the provocation and high~handed action of Colonel Nasser" the Egyptian 
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Covernment had the local situation well under control and had been anxious to 
behave correctly and with restraint. "Our missionaries have assured us many times 
since the crisis began in August", declared Mr.ifilford, "that they are being 


treated with friendliness and courtesy." E.P.d., Geneva 
JQRDAN : Missionaries Leave at Church's Request 


(London) - Five missionaries of the Anglican Church Missionary Society arrived in 
London by air on the night of Sunday November 4, They had been evacuated from 
Amman in Jordan and the neighbouring town of Zerka, where they were engaged in 
educational and refugee relief work. 


Miss Winifred Coate, a member of the group, who served as principal of the 
Jerusalem Girls! College for twenty-five years and has recently been working with 
refugees in Jordan, said they had been requested to leave Jordan by Arab Christ- 
ians who feared for the safety of CiiS workers, "It will be a long time before we 
can go back to Jordan ag missionaries", Miss Coate said. "People do not realise, 
unless they-have lived in the lliddle Hast, that the Arab countries will not put 
up with cld-fashioned imperialism, They will not accept foreigners as executives, 
but only as advisers, It may be that scme will be able tc return earlier as re- 
fugee workers, for that problem is likely to be even greater than ever, but we 
shall not be allowed in as missionaries." 


Arabic clergy of the Anglican Church in Jordan read from their pulpits on 
Sunday, November 4, a message drawn up by a group of British missionaries before 
they were evacuated, The message described the policy of the British Government 
in the Middle East as "tragic" and said "we cannot remember in our lifes when our 
history was more painful", The statement concluded: ‘We ask that God may enable 
us to do sonething redemptive with our shame." 


Explaining Church Missionary Society's policy, Dr. M.A.C. Warren, the Society's 
general secretary, said that CMS missionaries left Jordan only because local church 
leaders asked them to do so, The Society's policy in critical situations is to 
urge its missionaries to be motivated not so much by considerations of personal 
safety as by whether their presence can still be a help to the local church. 

HeP.Se, Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Eighty-five Presbyterian Ministers Oppose Suez Intervention 


Documents from the United Kingdom dealing with the Suez crisis include a 
statement signed by 85 of the almost 300 ministers of the Presb terian Church of 
England, which was sent to the Prime Minister, Sir Anthony Eden. The ministers 
deplored the action taken by the United Kingdon and France against Egypt, and 
called upon the Government to comply immediately with the request of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations for a cease-fire. H.eP.S., Geneva 


World Alliance of YWCAs Offers to Serve Prisoners of iar in the 
Middle East 


The World Alliance of YiCAs has written tc the governments of Israel, Egypt, 
Great Britain and France, offering to institute YICA War Prisoners! Aid to war 
prisoners in the recent conflict in the Middle East. 


If the governments agree the YMCA will institute an educational, recreational 
and sccial programme in close collaboration with the International Red Cross. 
E.eP.5., Geneva 
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Inter-Church Aid Committee Meeting in Geneva 


Closing its. two-day meeting in Geneva on November 6 (see EPS No 41), the - 
Administrative Committee of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Re-- 
fugees of the World Council of Churches approved detailed arrangements for help- 
ing the Hungarian refugees, endorsed emergency plans for the Middle East and 
decided to continue help to the Evangelical Church in Vietnam. 


Latest reports fron Austria told of effective material help and spiritual 
euidance for the refugees in two improvised reception centres on the outskirts of 
Vienna. Two Hungarian speaking Austrian pastors have been moving among the refu- 
gees. In addition to the delivering of cheese, milk, butter, butter oil, rice and 
blankets, the churches have volunteered in Austria to provide emergency housing - 
in homes and hostels for quotas of refugees. Small Baptist and Methodist communi — 
ties have offered accommodation and care at Salzburg and Linz. A church project 
for refugee youth at Spittal has agreed to take in ten refugee boys. The World 
Council of Churches is concentrating its immediate Austrian programme of asylum 
in Villach and Salzburg. The Iutheran World Federation is operating in Graz and 
the Brethren Service Commission at linz. The United Kingdom has promised to take 
2500 refugees and the Refugee Service of the British Council of Churches has 
agreed to seek accommodation for a proportion of them in Britain. Other European 
countries, including France, Switzerland and the Netherlands, are cooperating 
and appeals for assistance to the churches there have resulted in the opening of 
homes and institutions. 


Plans to enable nationals working with the Arab refugees in the Middle Hast - 
to carry on if international personnel are withdrawn, were approved by the Admin- 
istrative Commitee, which received reports from the Near East Christian Council 
and its refugee committee. Williard Jones, American secretary of the Near East 
Christian Council, has declared that he intends to stay at his post for the pre~ 
sent. So as to provide for any new emergencies in the community of 215,000 Arab 
refugees in the Gaza strip, the Administrative Committee cabled churches around 
the world to stand ready to help with gifts. 


The Administrative Committee heard reports on successful implementation of 
the closing stages of the United States Refugee Relief Act, which ends on Octo- 
ber 21. 20,384 visas have been granted for people being helped by the World 
Council of Churches this year so far, against an expected 15,000 for the whole 
year. 1,800 people left Europe with the aid of the WCC's Service to Refugees in 
October. since the refugee programme of the \/orld Council was established after - 
World War II, churches throughout the world have helped to find work and accommo- 
dation for 55,000 refugees. | 


The -Committee approved holding next year's annual international consultation 
on inter-church aid and service to refugees at Eastbourne, England, in the last 
week of May. HePeds, Geneva 


YMCA /MWCA Week of Prayer and World Fellowship 


In some 70 countries YMCA and Y/CA members of different racial and religious 
backgrounds joined in the 89th Week of Prayer and Vorld Fellowship from November 
11-18. The theme of the 1956 leek of Prayer was 'Christians in Action" and was 
based on the Acts of the Apostles. 


Annual reports from many parts of the world indicate widespread observance © 


of the ileek as a period when YMCA and YWCA members demonstrate the unifying force 
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of Christian fellowship. It is an occasion for cooperation between the two move- 
ments in deepening their sense of world-wide responsibility and bringing the 
Christian message to a wider public through church services, public meetings 
and broadcasting. : 


The 1956 booklet issued for the week contains a daily Bible Reading Plan 
for 1957. Ninety thousand copies were circulated in English and French, Separate 
editions have appeared in Spanish, German, Norwegian, Swedish, Chinese and Japa~ 
nese. 


Gelebration of the week in many countries has called for focussing prayer 
on the urgent needs of the peoplesof Hungary and the Middle East. The Middle East 
was the area chosen for the first day in the Week of Prayer. HePede, Geneva 


Ecumenical Youth Team for Latin America 


The Rev. Bengt-Thure Molander, executive secretary of the World Council of 
Churches’ Youth Department, leaves Geneva on November 17 for New York, where he 
will join five other members of an ecumenical youth team to visit twelve Latin 
American countries in the next three months. 


The youth team, under the sponsorship of the World Council of Churches! 
Youth Department and the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School 
Associations, will visit Mexico and Costa Rica in December. Between December 11 
and 20, its members will take part in the Fourth Congress of the Union of Latin 
American Evangelical Youth (ULAJE) which is to be held at Barranquilla, Colombia, 
and will be attended by one hundred participants, including ten delegates of the 
United Christian Youth Movement in the USA, The main theme at Barranquilla is 
"Religious Freedem and Social Justice" and the meeting there will be followed 
from December 20-23 by a Second Joint Consultation of Christian Youth from the 
USA and Latin America with "Christian Youth Facing Social Problems" as its main 
concern. 


After spending Christmas in Colombia, the ecumenical team will visit Ecuador, 
Peru, Bolivia, Paraguay, Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil and Venezuela, reporting back 
at a meeting of the Committee on Cooperation with Latin America of the Division 
of Foreign Mission, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, fron 
March 4—5,. 


Before leaving Geneva, Mr. Molander said: "The purpose of the team is to 
present concretely to the Christian youth of Latin America the claims of the 
Ecumenical movement and to share with them the concerns of youth and youth work 
around the world. It is hoped to find definite new methods of further coopera— 
tion between Latin America and churches elsewhere in the field of youth work." 


Besides Mr. Molander, who is a Swedish Lutheran, the team includes the Reve 
Jacques Maury of France (Reformed), Mr. Elia Peter of South India (lethodist), 
Mr. George Williams of the USA (African Methodist Episcopal), Mr. Keith Hillyer, 
Canadian Baptist, and lliss Ethel Shellenberger of the United States (Evangelical 
and Reformed). E.P.S., Geneva 
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On October'20, 1956, Dr, J.J.R. Schmal, a delegate fron Holland, appealed to 
the Council of Europe on behalf of the Protestants in Spain. He stressed that 
although Spain was not a member of the Council of Eurcpe, it was nevertheless 
part of "the great family of the West", For many months Protestants in Spain had 
been treated with excessive intolerance. There was not a single church in any 
other European country whose freedom of action was so limited. 


The Protestant Faculty of Theology in Madrid was still closed; how could the 
people obtain the pastors they needed? The Council of Europe, which was an assembly 
of representatives of free countries, must realise that the Protestant faith had 
always been "the eternal seed of liberty", 


Dr. Schmal said it was not a question of intervening on behalf of the inter- 
ests of a small minority; the issue vitally concermed all who wished to avoid - 
methods incompatible with the conscience of modern Wester civilisation. Every- 
one present should therefore appeal to his government to put an end to such an 


abnormal situation, HeP.S., Geneva 
GRRMA NY Young Christians Show New Attitude towards the Jewish People _ 


"How can we overcome our mutual prejudices?" was the theme set by the Evange- 
lical Academy of Rhineland-l/estphalia (Iserlohn) for a conference attended by 
about 60 young Protestant men and women and about 35 young people belonging to 
the Jewish faith, The young Jews came from all over the Federal Republic, where 
some of them (being citizens of Israel) were on a visit or studying; most of them 
were Jews who had survived persecution and returned to live permanently in Germany. 


The meetings lasted three days and were the first of the kind to be held in 
Germany; they scught new ways for young Jews and Christians to find ways of living 
together in future. A Council of young Christians and Jews was appointed to main- 
tain and strengthen the contacts made, and will make suggestions in schools and 
universities, and to influence public opinion. -A collection taken at the conference 
"Trees for Israel" will provide 30 young olive-trees to be planted in the Thomas 


Mann grove near Jerusalem. BePee, Geneva 
INDTA Syrian Jacobite Church Inaugurates New College 


The Emperor of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie IT, who is also head of the Ethiopian 


Church, inaugurated the Mar Athanasius College at Kothamangalam, Travancore, South 


India, on October 30. 


The new college, a modern three storey building, will provide University 


: training at graduate and post graduate level. It is co-educational and already 


“hostels and be mainly residential, It is named after Mar Athanasius, former Metro= 


provides facilities for 212 students. The college will eventually have four ; 


politan and head of the Syrian Jacobite Church of Malankara, who was closely asso-_ 
Ciated with its inauguration. B.eP.S., Geneva 
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FRANCE \ Houmenical Centre Inaugurated at Dieppe 


On October 20 and 21 a new Ecumenical Centre was opened at Dieppe; the open- 
ing ceremony was attended by Bishop Roberts (London), general secretary of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (SPG), and Pastor Marc Boegner, presi- 
dent of the French Protestant Federation. The project was started in 1948 by 
English, Dutch and French groups, when an Anglican chapel destroyed in the war 
had to be rebuilt, } 


An agreement reached between the Anglican, Dutch and French churches gave 
the architect a mandate to design a fine modern building. The large project 
stands on a small site. A hall on the ground-floor holds between 400 and 500 
people, It is used at various times of the year for Anglican, Dut h and local 
church activities. A first floor chapel meets the needs of Anglicans in Dieppe. 
Above it are flats for the chaplain and for visiting Dutch pastors. On the top 
floor is the Reformed presbytery of Dieppe. 


The new Centre is intended to meet the needs of many foreign sialors - 
especially from Holland and Scandinavia - who come regularly to Dieppe, which is 
an important port for commerce and fisheries, and it will be used by many summer- 
visitors from England. It is the only place in France where Anglicans, Dutch Re- 
formed, French Reformed and Scandinavian Lutherans all-meet in the same building. 
The new Dieppe Centre will also become a local meeting-place for ecumenical con- 


ferences. and study. , HePsSe, Geneva 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA Africa Sunday School Curriculum in Preparation 


As a result of work done by an All-Africa Conference in August, an editorial 
board drawn from West, Central, East and South Africa is. now working on a Graded 
Syllabus (see also EPS No 12). The Rev. Nelson Chappel, general secretary of the 
World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association, with Dr. T.G. 
Dunning, a member of the Council's British Committee, advised the workshop on 
preparation of the new material. 


There have already been requests for publication of the curriculum in 77 
vernaculars of Africa. Twenty-four of these have been put on a "priority list". 
The scheme will not achieve its objective until vernacular editions have been 
put into the hands of teachers throughout Africa south of the Sahara. 


Countries represented at the recent conference were: Gold Coast, Liberia, 
Nigeria, French Cameroun, Belgian Congo, Ugnnda, Kenya, Tanganyika, Northem and 
Southern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Mozambique, Madagascar and the Union of South 


“Africa. HePeSe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Drama Training Programme at Union Theol, Seminary 


(New York) ~ Training courses for future clergymen in acting, directing and play- 
writing have been started at the Union Theological Seminary, New York. Director 
for the first semester is E. Martin Browne, British theatrical producer and direc- 
tor of the British Drama League, who was installed as Visiting Professor of Reli- 
gious Drama. The drama training programme was made possible by a $55,000 grant 
from the Rockefeller Foundation, Cooperating with the Seminary is the National 
Council of Churches' Department of Worship and the Arts. H.eP.S., Geneva 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 


| January 18-25, 1957 


"Hach year during the period January 18-25 more and more Christians of many - 
separate churches and confessions are praying for unity. They pray in special ecu- 
menical worship services, in churches, college chapels, and small prayer groups. 
vhere this proves inconvenient, they choose the season of Pentecost, or another 
time. And many continue this practice of prayer for unity in their dily worship 
throughout the year. 


"You are invited vo participate in this most essential liturgical practice, and 
to encourage others to join you." 


This appeal forms part of a call to prayer that opens the leaflet issued for 
January 1957 by the Commission on Faith and Order of the orld Council of Churches. 


Answering the question: "What is the nature of the unity we seek?", the leaf- 
let says: "It is the unity which God wills... But how do we know His will? We know 
in part, but we pray for the coming of that which is perfect. The perfect unity of 
Christians is the unity of the Father and the Son. If Jesus Christ Himself was 
moved to pray for the manifestation of this unity in the Church, how much more 
ought we to pray!" 


The prayers and litany are intended for both corporate and private devotion. 
They may be reproduced in any form or translation. 


Dr. Olive Wyon has prepared this service. Her two booklets on "Praying for 
Unity" may be ordered in connection with the week of prayer from Edinburgh House 
Press, 2 Eaton Gate, London S.W.l. 


The leaflets may be ordered from the world Council of Churches, 17 route de 
Malagnou, Geneva, or 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y., United States. 


The text of the prayers for use in 1957 follows. 


PE TR NMRA TE EN PTT PN DTN IS DS a SS 


The aim of the Ficsmenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions exbressed in its nen's items. 


_ No, 43 ~ November 23rd, 1956 Rao 312 


(i 
i 


MN Lev eee, ST 


Preparation 


"He who gave us life told us how to pray... First of all, the Teacher of 


unity and peace... did not wish each one to pray only for himself. We have a 


public and common prayer. when we pray, it is not for one person but for the 
whole people, because we all are one. God taught us peace, concord and unity; He 
bore us all in one Person; and he desires each one to pray for all." 

St. Cyprian, on the Lord's Prayer 


Jesus says: "I am the Way you must travel, 
am the Truth to which you must come, 
am the life in which you must remain. 


am the Way without error, 
am the Truth without falsehood, 
am the life without death," St. Bernard 


[Peat shes Solem US 


Therefore: let us enter on this Way, 
Let us hold this Truth, 
let us lead this life. St. Ambrose 


Worship and Thanksgiving 
"And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself." 
let us praise God: (John 12:32) 
For our "given unity" in Christ Himself: 


For His Cross and Passion: for His Blood poured out for all... 

For His Risen Life imparted to all... 

For the grace and love and blessing which He pours out through the life and 
ministry of the Church, which is His Body... 


For our fellowship in. prayer: 


Drawing us nearer to our Lord and to one another... 
Over~leaping all barriers of race and language, tradition, ignorance, and 
misunderstanding... 


For our Lord's Ministry of Prayer: 


Bearing us all in His Heart before God... 

Breathing into us the prayers which He wills to answer... 

Enabling us to persevere in prayer against all temptations to grow slack, or 
even to despair... 


For the ministry of the Holy Spirit, 


the Scurce and Creator of unity... 


Penitence 


In the light of these great gifts of God's grace, let us pray for His forgive- 


: ness for all our sins which cause disunity - in personal relations, in the Church, 


and in the world... 


We confess with sorrow: 


q 
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cur want-of love to God and man... 

our self-complacency, our reluctance to admit any fault or imperfection in our 
Church or in ourselves... 

our want of faith in God's power to create unity... 


Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 


O Saviour of the world, who by Thy Cross and precious Blood hast redeemed us: Save 
us and help us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord, Amen 


intercession 
For the leaders of the Church threughout the worlds 


That they may be given wisdom and guidance from God and strength to lead us 
forward on the way to unity... 


That they may have the courage to break away from ancient prejudices, outworn 
traditions, and all mistaken conservatism... 


That all who are in very difficult conditions may be upheld and encouraged by 
the prayers, sympathy and understanding of their brethren throughout the 
world, <. 


For all Christian people everywhere: 
That we may be deeply convinced that God wills unity... 


That we may be filled with a growing desire that His will may be done in this 
matter of Christian unity, and done, as far as possible, through us... 


That we may be alert to follcw God's guidance, and willing to take fresh 
steps towards Christian unity, without waiting to see whither they will 
lead, knowing that "cbedience precedes understanding"... 


That in each communion we may humbly seek that holiness without which no man 
can see the Lord... 


That as we come closer to Christ we may come closer to one another, as members 
of one family... 


That we may follow Him who is the Way, cleave to Him who is the Truth, and 
live by His life, now and always. Amen 


A litany for Unity* 


The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of 
Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 


For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that 
one bread. (I Cor, 10:16-17) - 


. As this bread was once scattered upon the mountains, and has now been gather- 
ed into one, so may Thy Church be gathered into the unity of Thy Kingdom: All glory 
be unto Thee O Lord, for ever and ever! 


R. Gather Thy Church, O Lord, from the four winds, into the kingdom of Thy love, 


Holy Father, we thank Thee for Thy Holy Name, which Thou hast imprinted upon 
cur hearts, and for the knowledge of faith and immortality which Thou hast brought 
to light through Jesus, Thy Servant. 


R. Gather Thy Church, 0 Lord, from the four winds, into the kingdom of Thy Love. 


Rr ee eK 
*Based on the Didache 


a 
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Have mercy, O Lord,'‘upon Thy Church, 
Deliver her from all evil, 

.. And perfect her in Thy love. 
Gather her out of the nations 
Into that unity which Thou hast prepared, 
And unto Thee be the Power and the Glory, 
For ever and ever! 


R. Gather Thy Church, 0 Lord, fran the four winds, into the kingdom of Thy Love. 


Come Lord Jesus, came! 
Glory be to Thee for ever and ever. Amen 


R. Gather Thy Church, 0 Lord, from the four winds, into the kingdom of Thy Love. 
The Lord's Prayer. | 


Prayers 


Lord God, Thou hast built in heaven and earth 

a single Church 

ef Truth and Leve and Holy Spirit; 

one family and communion, whose temple is the Lamb, 
one body indivisible, here and beyond, 

the Body of Thy dear Son. 


Thou art its foundation and comerstone, Thou its Head and Life, 
O Jesus Emmanuel; 

Thou whom we have seen and touched and know, 

Kternal Truth, Eternal Love, holy and Eternal Spirit. 


Father, all souls are Thine: gather them into one; 

bring us into the one Truth; 

bind us by the one Love; 

perfect us with the one Spirit... 

Within Thy single Church built of Thy grace, Grant us Thy peace. 


The God of Peace be with us all. Amen BePsSe, Geneva 


More Kuropean Sté Statements on the » International ( Crises 


Council ine drawn attention to "violation of justice" in Hungary and the Middle Hast. 
“Within the community of peoples", says the declaration, "justice is violated in the 
morst possible way as the people of Hungary, strugrling for freedom to decide their 
own form of government and society, are being cast down by arbitrary power and vio- 
dence, oppressed and forced to live in anxiety and slavery. 


"But the strain which the actions of Russia must put upon the conscience of the- 
whole world is weakened, and the growing interrelationship of the peoples in a soci- 
ety where justice is the standard receives a setback, now that Britain and France have 
jat the same time had recourse to violence in an attempt to bring about their own 
solution by force regardless of peaceful measures." 


The statement, issued jointly by the Dutch Reformed Church, the lutheran, Menno- 
nite, Armenian, Baptist, Evangelical Brethren and Old Catholic churches, appeals to 
the Netherlands Government to "serve the cause of justice forcefully and firmly 
through existing intemational organs, especially the United Nations", 


God, my Glory. E. Milner—white, p. 57. S.P.C.K. (by permission). 
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In the United Kingdon, two Anglican bishops have spoken in different terms on 
fi the issues involved in the international situation. The Bishop cf Manchester, Dr. 
, WeDolL. Greer, tokd his diocesan conference "To take armed aggressive action against 
f 
4 


‘4 
d 
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another country is, in my judgment, generally, though not always wrong. The onus of 
) proof that it is right rests heavily on the country that takes it. Our government 
/has not yet given us the assurance we need," The Bishop of Durham, Dr. li.H. Harland, 
| said in a sermon that "the action taken in the lliddle East was of the highest order: 
| of courage". He said that the United Nations had-not been impressively quick or con- 
| fident to take effective action in an emergency ~ as witness the tragic fate and 
'misery of the people of Hungary. ~ 


At the Synod of -his Church in Hanover, Germany, Bishop Hanns Lilje attacked 
the "cynical and ill-considered use of force! in suppressing Hungary's struggle for 
| freedom. He said the Western world had been deeply skaken by these events. The 
power which professed to conquer the world with an idea had, in the moment of crisis, 
) resorted to the use of brute force. 


Although, in Bishop Lilje's view, there was a basic difference between the use 

_ cf force by the Russians in Hungary and the use of force by the Wester Powers in 
the Near East, nevertheless in both cases violence had been used, and people's sense 
ef security had once again been deeply shaken. He described what had happened in the 


_ Suez Canal area as "a rearguard action of colonialism", H.P.S., Geneva 
| 
P UNITED STATES Easter Orthodox Educators Plan Comnon Programme 


Six Orthodox churches in America have been presented with plans for a common 
‘Christian educational manual to be prepared in 1957. The six jurisdictions sent 
representatives-to a first official conference of Hastern Orthodox educators, held 

| from October 25-27 at Valley Cottage, N.Y. The meeting, a result of consultations 
initiated in 1954 by Dr. Gerald E. Knoff, Christian education secretary for the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, was attended by 30 church 

|} leaders. They agreed n principles set forth in five statements presented to them 

Fon dectrine, liturgy, religious growth of the child, Christian ethics . and the 

)} Bible. Subsequently, cooperative committees to advise on curriculum, publications 

/ and information, were established. Similar conferences will be held annually from 

| now on, A semi-annual bulletin will be issued by the newly created publication 

committee. 


/ 


The eix jurisdictions concerned in the meeting were the Greek Orthodox Church 
)in America, the Rumanian Church of America, the Russian Orthodox Church in North 
_America, the Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church in North America, the Ukrainian 
| Orthodox Church of America, and the Armenian Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Greek Catho- 
‘lic Church, h.eP.S., Geneva 


= 
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Since the Central Committee of the Jorld Council of Churches decided in August - 
tto continue to seek full integration of the World Council of Churches and the Inter- 
national Missionary Council (see EPS No 32), differing opinions on integration 

have been heard from Northem Europe and India. 


The Northern Missionary Council, which is a joint organisation of missionary 
ae in the Northern countries, has discussed integration. According to the 

chairman of the Norwegian liissionary Council, Dr. Ernst Hallen, "the plan of inte- 
gration has found little support in the WarGiar countries", Bone don is strong 


+ 


No, 43 - November 23rd, 1956 ~6-+ 316 


in Norway, and in Sweden and Finland’a number of missionary societies have "serious 
misgivings". The Danish Missionary Council is, however, fully prepared tc support 
the plans for integration. Reasons put forward for objecting to full integration 

of the two world bodies are the fears that the International Missionary Council 
might lose its initiative by becoming merely a sub-section of the World Council 

of Churches,and that integration would lead to discord in mission work because 

the National Missionary Councils include grovps which are not prepared to join 

the World Council of Churches under any circumstances. 


A contrasting view has been put forward in Asia at the triennial meeting of 
the National Council of Churches in India, The Council unanimously expressed 
"wholehearted support for proposals acceptable to the Intemational Missionary 
Council and the World Council of Churches for their integration", E.P.S., Geneva 


INDTA Developments in National Christian Council Policy 


The National Christian Council of India approved changes in its structure 
providing for increased independence from external influences at its triennial 
meeting held at Allahabad in October, Changes in the constitution restrict full 
membership in the Council to indigenous Indian churches and regional Christian 
Councils. Foreign missionary bodies and non-church missionary societies within 
India will be given only associate membership. All financial contributions are 
to be made through the Council's member churches in India and there is to be a 
gradual reduction in foreign financial aid, The Council was told that in the last 
three year period India itself contributed less than five per cent of the Council's 
budget. 


The report of the Council's secretariat, which provided the background for 
the decision, said that "excessive dependence on American financial aid, besides 
discouraging self-support, damaged the reputation and prestige of the council in 
the eyes of the government and the public, especially when no other religious 
organisation in the country was so much dependent upon foreign help", 


Further changes provide for a limitation of the work of the Council's staff 
and the transfer of much of the Council's programme to member churches and region- 
al councils. 


Approval was given for the establishment of a Research Centre for the study 
of non-Christian religions under the Council's auspices. Dr. Paul David Devanan- 
dan, formerly of the Indian YMCA and at present a visiting professor at Union 


) Theological Seminary, New York, has been invited to serve as the Centre's first 


director and to advise on the choice of a site. 


In a sharp "rejoinder" to the allegations made against Christians by the. 


‘ report of a liissionary Activities Enquiry Committee appointed by tle government 


of Mahya Pradesh (Central India), the Council declared that the report had been 


prepared by a committee including "persons who had publicly and repeatedly ex- 


pressed anti-Christian views", but "no person competent to represent the views 
of Christians", 


The Council described the preliminary questionnaire issued by the Mahya 
Pradesh Committee as "prejudicial in character" and "framed on the supposition 


that something discreditable was to be discovered", Complaining that phrases 


had been torn out of context in Christian writings and that "judgment pronounced ~ 


against a missionary in a court case was quoted without reference to the fact 


mf 
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that the judgment had already been reversed by an appellate court", the National 
Christian Council called these proceedings "unworthy". 


After admitting the possibility "that errors may have been committed by mission- 
aries and other Christians in Madhya Pradesh", the Council asserted that "the record 
of missionary work, taken as a whole, is one of which the Christian Church has no 
cause to be ashamed... 


"The Council deplores and repudiates the assertion made by the Committee that 
the Christian community is a foreign pocket in the nation. The publication of this 
slander against a whcle community in an official report is a grievcus offence. As 
a community we have sought no special safeguards, and have only been concerned that 
equal justice and religious freedom should be guaranteed to all, Our record does 
not justify this attack upon our love and loyalty to our nation,!" H.P.oo, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Three Simultaneous Relief Appeals at Thanksgiving 


During the Thanksgiving Season, November 22, the overseas relief organisation- 
of America's religious faiths placed special emphasis on their programmes of assis— 
tance to the hungry, homeless and destitute overseas, seeking funds and supplies to 
carry on world-wide ministries of relief. 


Thousands of Protestant churches, in special community and individual Thanks- 
giving services, emphasised the Share Our Surplus programme, sponsored by Church 
World Service to finance free distribution of U.S. surplus commodities to hungry 
men, women and children in distress areas. 


Catholic churches, throughout the Thanksgiving week, stressed The Bishops’ 
Thanksgiving Clothing Collection of Catholic Relief services, secking 10, 000,000 
lbs. of clothing for refugees and other victims of need. 


As the instrument of American Jews, the United Jewish Appeal asked help for 
reconstruction and rehabilitation programmes for nearly half a million recent 
refugees and other needy people abroad through the United Jewish Appeal Special 
Survival Fund. 


The day-by-day programmes of the three religious relief groups acsount for 
more than 80% of U.S. voluntary overseas relief to victims of war, famine, disaster 
and displacement. BePsde, Geneva 


NORWAY Ban on Jesuits Lifted 


The Norwegian Parliament has decided by 111 votes to 31, to repeal the para~ 
graph in the Constitution which declares that "Jesuits shall not be tolerated". The 
ban on Jesuits has been in force since 1814 when the Constitution was promulgated. 


In the debate, which lasted nine hours, it was pointed cut that Norway was the 
only country apart from Switzerland which still maintained such a ban. Members of 
Parliament opposing the motion declared that Jesuits more than anyone else believed 
that "the ends justify the means" and that Jesuits everywhere had fought agains 
freedom of thought. Minister of Justice Jens Haugland declared, however, that the 
ban accorded ill with the ideas of liberty now current in the world, E.P.S., Geneva 


EGYPT Death of Coptic Patriarch 
(Cairo) - It is reported that the Coptic Orthodox Patriarch, Youssab II, head of 

about 6,000,000 Copts in Egypt, Ethiopia and other ccuntries, died on the morning of 
- November 14. He had been elected Patriarch in 1946.. E.P.o., Geneva 
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Churches at jork for Hungarian Refugees 


First figures indicating that there were between fifteen and twenty thousand- 
) refugees as a result of the early fighting in the revolution and the Soviet inter- 
' vention in Hungary proved to'be a correct estimate. In spite of action by European 
¥, governments and prompt movement of the first sufferers into other countries the 

E number of Hungarian refugees in Austria is now estimated at over thirty thousand. 
; After a temporary lull in the numbers coming over, the deteriorating situation in 


5, 


i Hungary brought nightly waves of about five thousand. 


i The combined efforts of national governments, the Intergovernmental Committee 

» for Suropean Migration and church and welfare bcdies are aimed at re-housing them, 

/ first in Austria, then in other countries, at a rate that is not able to keep pace 

) with the influx. The World Council of Churches, working with the churches in Austria, 
the lutheran World Federation and the Brethren Service Commission, has been active 
in distribution cf food and clothing, blankets and emergency medical supplies. 

| Abcut 14 Hungarian-speaking pastors move among the refugees to interpret and advise. 


Many Hungarians are now being moved to newly~provided accommodation in insti- 
| tutions and private homes made available by the churches in such countries as France, 
Switzerland, the Netherlands and England. 


According to information from the Intergovernnental Committee for European 
Migration the United States will admit 5,000 Hungarian refugess; Germany 3, COO; 
| Switzerland 4,000; Italy 2,000; Sweden 1,000; the Netherlands 1,000; France an 

p "unlimited number"; Australia 3,0@; Chili up to 1,000. \ithin these quotas, and 
) others of 4,000 from Belgium and 2,500 from the United Kingdom, the churches in 
the countries concerned will find assurances of work and housing. They will work 

' in close contact with the resettlement officers of the World Council of Churches. 
} The Service to Hefugees of the orld Council cf Churches in Geneva believes 

' that aid to the victims of the Hungarian tragedy will be a long-term assicnment in 
_ welfare and resettlement. Money and goods will be needed when the first emergency 
' is no longer in the headlines. "The more we can raise now', said the director of 
the Service, Dr. Edgar Chandler, "the more we shall have in hand to deal with the 


| tasks that are going to face us for many months to come," beP.S., Geneva 
| UNITED STATES Five Denominational Student Groups Plan llerger 


A plan to merge the programmes cf five Pretestant churches werking among 

' students and colleges was drawn up in Chicago at a meeting of student leaders. 

| The proposed new "United Campus Christian Fellowship" will organically include 
work done up till now by the Congregational Christian, Evangelical and Reformed, 
Presbyterian (USA), Disciples and Methodist denominations, 


The plan.has been forwarded to local groups in the colleges and will be sub- 
‘mitted after comment for approval by the summer meetings of the governing bodies- 
ef the churches involved. 1955 has been set as the year for union, but the Metho- 
dist groups will require the ccnsent of the Methodist General Conference, which 
does not meet until 1960. 


: It is estimated that the carrying threugh of the scheme will affect 760,000 
oo (including Methodists). 
‘ 


In addition to the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, the- 

. United Student Christian Council, the YiCA and YWCA, cbservers from other denomina= 

tions were present when the decision to unite was reached - African Methodist Epis- 
. copal Zion, American Baptist, Christian Methodist Episcopal and Presbyterian (US), 
Evangelical United Brethren, Episcepal, and lutheran, E.P.S., Geneva 
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Latest News from HUNGARY 


Lutheran Churches Report on their Situation 


According to reports received from Budapest by the Lutheran Werld Federation 
in Geneva on November 20, church leaders in Hungary consider the position of the 
lutheran Church after the recent fighting as "favourable. The Church is described 
as having recovered its freedom and there is declared to be "no interference with 
church life", 


The message to the lutheran Jcrld Federation says that it is possible to 
resume spiritual care in hospitals and to give religious instruction in schools 
for the first time for many years. Although schools have not yet reopened in 
many places, religious instruction has already started everywhere. If it cannot 
be given in a school building, it is given in the pastor's house. There are no 
longer restrictions on social work. 


Damage to lutheran church buildings has not been great. Two churches in 
Budapest were destroyed in the fighting, including the main church in Buda. How- 
ever, the main Lutheran church in Pest in the Deak Square was reported undamaged 
up to November 10. 


The building of the lutheran church administration in Budapest has been 
badly damaged, including a large library and archives. The theological hostel, 
which also housed a seminary for 40 theological students, also suffered during 
the fighting. 


After the resignation cf the previous church leaders Lajos Veto, Ladislas 
Dezsery and others, the congregations are again free to elect their own church 
leaders. Bishop Lajos Ordass is reported to be alive and well. He is still in 
office as head of the Lutheran Church. BeP.S., Geneva 
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Developments in Hungary and Austria 


Leaders of the Reformed Church in Hungary, including Bishop L. Ravasz and Dean 
Laszlo Pap, are reported to be safe after the recent fighting. A pastoral letter 
from Bishop Ravasz was read in all Reformed churches. The Reformed Theological Semi- 
nary in Budapest has not been damaged. During the battles in the city pastors have 
been active in bringing help and supplies to the wounded and to people in the city. 
Food sent in just before the second wave of fighting by a convoy from the \orld - 
Council of Churches and the Iutheran World Federation (see EPS No. 41) was distri- 
buted by the Church to families needing it. Church life is gradually being re- 
established along the lines laid down by earlier decisions taken after the first 
wave of fighting (see EPS No, 41). 


The general secretary of the iJorld Council of Churches, Dr. W.A. Visser 't 
Hooft, and the director of the Service to Refugees, Dr. Edgar Chandler, have sent 
an urgent request to a number of National Christian Councils to approach their 
governments with a view to securing hospitality fora much Larger number of refu- 
gees. 


The number of refugees now in Austria exceeds 85,000. Co-ordinated relief in 
Austria by intermational Christian bodies and the Austrian churches continues. The 
Old Catholic and Mennonite churches in Austria are associated with the joint effort. 


"Ve will do our very utmost to help you"; this was the assurance given to the 
refugees from Hungary by Bishop ilay of Austria and Herr Rogler, superintendent of - 
the Reformed Church. Printed leaflets are being distributed to the Protestant refu- 
gees, about 30 per cent of the total number. "The church homes and private houses 
of the Protestants in Austria are open to you", says the leaflet. 


Money-raising and resettlement efforts of churches in many parts of the world 
are aimed at helping the refugees, many of them youth, who are arriving at the rate 
of about 5,000 a day and often wade through the water of marshes on the border. The 


The aim of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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strain on the Austrian administration is rapidly becoming unbearable. 190,000 
refugees had already been received in Austria since 1945, 36,000 of them are -still 


in camps. E.P.S., Geneva 
GERANY | Gollwitzer on the Struggle in Hungary 


* 


4 "uring these last weeks our hands have been tied as with burning hearts we 
watched Hungary's struggle for freedom. The question as to how we should heip the 
‘Hungarians requires heads that are clear and cool." 


; Helmut Gollwitzer, Professor of Theclogy at Bonn, and author of the well-known 
»book on Communism "Unwilling Journey", has appealed with these words for a recogni- 
Ption of the spiritual meaning of the Hungarian struggle. He was addressing the 
Jofficial celebration of Remembrance Day, 1956, by the Government of Hesse. 


"This is not the moment to propound political doctrines", Dr, Gollwitzer de- 
‘clared, "but in our thoughts on Remembrance Day our first concern must be for the 
people of Hungary. We bow our heads in reccegnition of their heroic struggle and 
“their immeasurable sacrifice. They are fighting for our cause, for human freedom 
Pin face of tyranny; that is why I hope our minds are tcrtured by the problem of 
“how to help them, without setting the whole world ablaze. The movement in Hungary 

and Poland teaches us to set a higher estimate on the political importance of the 
‘spirit of a people than we have often done in the past. ‘le have allowed ourselves - 
ito be too much impressed by the enormous material power at the disposal of a 20th- 
Bercuser state, and have often been defeatist in our attitude to the power of the 
petri. Many people have only been able to see these alternatives:either to protect 
‘ourselves with equally strong material forces, or to be lost altogether, But these 
alternatives did not help the people who weve already in the clutches of tyranny; ~ 
pvhey could not resien themselves to either way out; they had to find another solu- 
‘tion. Now they have proved that people cannot be permanently degraded into mere 
‘raw material for their rulers to mould just as they wish. They have given fresh 
significance to the words 'justice', ‘freedom! and ‘democracy! which we so often 
“misuse. The spirit of the people has exercised such pressure, in face of the 
“armoured divisions and the secret police, that changes took place which we would 
/never have believed possible, and of which we still cannot foresee the repercus- 
sions. Even the Soviets cannot prevent these repercussions, however much they want 
/to do so, and they cannot, in the long run, prevent this transforming power from 
ee themselves and their country. 


"During these days", continued the German theologian, "we have seen that even 

Communists can change and that communism therefore does nct always remain the same. 

We should not build illusory hopes on that fact, but these experiences should give 
s far more confidence in the power of the spirit. i 


"These last weeks have shaken our young people to the depths. A younger genera- 
tion which refuses to be dominated and which rebels, not for the sake of making a 
row, but because it cannot live without truth, justice and freedom, is a guarantee 
P that we shall not fall a prey to tyranny. Although spiritual power alone is not 
sufficient to avert the menace of tyranny, nevertheless it is the decisive factor, 
If we recognise the significance of the moral forces which have been at work during 
the fast few weeks, we must give up playing nervously with the idea of using the . 
atom—bomb, to which many people in the West still Glan at H.eP.S., Geneva 
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EGY PL 4 British Bishop and Missionaries Expelled 


News of. the expulsion of British, French and Israeli nationals from Egypt 
was preceded by an Egyptian Government order to the Anglican bishop in, Eeypt, Dr. 
Francis F, Johnston, to quit the country. The order gave the bishop seven days 
notice. Efforts made to have it rscinded were unsuccessful and the bishop was 
forced to return to England after five days. He and the provost of Cairo Cathedral, 
the Very Rev. H.L. Burrell, were two of sixty British residents to whom the order 
applied. 

On arrival in lingland, the bishop declared that the expulsion order had been 
unexpected. "We have never indulged in any political lobbying and have the closest 
ties with the Egyptian authorities", Dr Johnstm said (see also EPS No. 42). 


Before the issuing of the final order to all British missionaries to leave the 
country, medical missionaries of the Church Missionary Society had been refused 
permission to practise as doctors in Egypt. Part of the premises of the Society's 
Harpur lemorial Hospital had been occupied by Egyptian army units and restrictions 


were placed on the movements of missionaries. HeP.eS., Geneva 
CANADA Churches Demand Religious Freedom in Colombia 


The Canadian Council of Churches has expressed "deep apprehension and concern 
at the repression of religious groups and the denial of freedom of public worship 
to som. in Spain and Colombia in the recent past". The Council asked its Executive 
Committee to approach the Spanish and Colombian Governments and requested the 
government of Canada to work through the United Nations for the restoration of 
religious freedem and its maintenance in both countries. 


A resolution from the Council asks the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs to arrange a visit to Colombia, and names Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde 
and Dr. John A, Mackay as possible members of the delegation. The C.C.1.A. is a 
joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary 
Council, with Dr. Nolde as director. Dr. Mackay is president of the International 
Missionary Council and a former Presbyterian missionary in Latin America. 


According to recent reports, Mr. John Foster Dulles has also expressed to 
President Gustavo Rojas Pinilla the concern of the United States Government about 


treatment of American missiomries in Colombia. K.eP.S., Geneva 
ALGERIA Seek Human Contacts! 


Protestants in Algeria have been asked to seek deeper human contacts with all 
sections of the Algerian population in the conflict going on in their country. A 
message issued by the regional council of the Reformed Churches of Algeria says: 
"We believe that, political opinions notwithstanding, it is possible and indeed 
essential to seek deeper human contacts. Every Christian should try tactfully to 
preserve, to re-establish or to create good personal relationships with every in- 
habitant of this country." 


The message gces on: "We must believe and show that it is possible without 
hatred, and with mutual good will, to solve the problems which arise when different 
peoples live side by side. We must realise that everything we do and say brings 
either credit or discredit on the name ‘Christian’; we must understand that we 
are on this earth not to increase the sufferings of humanity, but to relieve them. 
We must remember that, beneath all outward appearance, Christ is Lord of the world 
and that his Kingdom will come." E.P.S., Geneva 
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More Church Statements on International Situation 


The Federal Council of Evangelical Churches in Italy has rebuked "the recourse 
to arms and violence which have come to characterize international relationships". 
Expressing consternation at the suffering in Hungary and elsewhere, the Council 
has called members of the Protestant denominations of Italy to throw themselves 
into efforts for relief. 


The House of Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States- 
has condemned unilateral action but appeals, in a pastoral letter, for honest con- 
sideration of what the U.S. "would be tempted to do if our interests in the Panama 
canal zone were threatened", The bishops call for generous relief giving to aid 
the Hungarian people, "full support to the United Nations" and recognition of racial 
division in the United States as "part of the same sad story of division which we 
see on the international scene". 


The Canadian Council of Churches has expressed "thanks to God for the imagina- 
tive and constructive leadership shown by Canada in the recent emergency session 
of the United Nations in advocating the creation of a United Nations' police force 
for the Suez area, and prays for the furtherance cf the cause of peace through 
this and all other measures looking toward the same end." E.P.S., Geneva 


Christian Youth in the Hungarian and Suez Conflicts 


Between 1500 and 2000 Hungarian students are refugees in Austria. The number- 
is increasing. The World's Student Christian Federation is cooperating, as a spon- 
soring agency of World University Service, in helping members of the Hungarian 
university community. . 


Books and dictionaries in Hungarian are being provided. The Austrian National 
Union of Students and the Co-ordinating Secretariat of National Unions of Students 
(COSEC) are investigating student needs not covered by other relief organisations 
and promoting resettlement and rehabilitation of students. 


Miss Alice Otterness, World's Student Christian Federation secretary with 
special responsibility for Europe, has visited Vienna to establish contact with 
Hungarian refugee students, including abcut 200 who have been accommodated in a 
special student hostel and 200 students and teachers from the Odenburg University, 
now housed together at St. Wolfgang. 


The Christian Youth Federation of Syria and Lebanon told the World Council of 
Churches' Youth Department "Our lands are in a state of grave tension over the 
armed conflict in Egypt. We urge our Christian brethren to exercise every moral 
pressure in their own lands that fighting shall cease and justice be restored. 
Your prayers are solicited that peace shall reign in the lands in whivh we live 
and bear witness to the love of Christ to all men." 


In response to this message and the appeal of Hungarian Christian youth (see 
EPS No. 41) the World Council's Youth Department communicated with the youth of 
the member churches and made available intercessory prayers for the churches in 


both Hungary and the Near East, especially youth and children. EeP.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Growing Interest in the Ecumenical Movement 


The annual conference of Church officers responsible for Ecumenical affairs, 
meeting at Arnoldshain near Frankfurt, has discussed the Church of South India and 
the problems of Church unity in Germany seen in the light of discussions now going 
on in India between the Iutheran churches and the C.S.1. The German regional 


as 
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churches are in some cases lutheran and in others "united" bodies including Reformed 
and Iuwtheran congregations. 


The study meeting was attended by representatives of regional churches from 
Fast and West Germany, including 22 delegates from the East. All churches report 
a growth in understanding of ecumenical questions and a lively interest in the 


| younger churches of Asia and Africa. 


Speakers at the conference included Bishop Eivind Berggrav of Norway, who 
introduced the subject "Intercommunion", Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secre- 
tary of the World Council of Churches,who discussed current problems of the World 
“Council of Churches involved in the proposed integration of the International 


| Missionary Council and the WCC, and Dr. J. Rebert Nelson of ths CC's Faith and 
| Order Commission. Dr, Howard Schomer, Inter-Church Aid secretary cf the ‘Jorld 


Council of Churches for Europe, presented the problems of Protestants in Spain, 
Dr. Hanfried Kriiger, of the external relations’ office of the Evangelical Church 


| in Germany, was in the chair. E.P.S., Geneva 


| FRANCE French Roman Catholic Group Continues Prayer for Unity 


literature designed to promote prayer for Christian unity during the week 
January 18-25 (see also EPS No 43), is again being issued from lyons by the succes- 
sor of the late Abbé Paul Couturier. The publications will go to Christians of 
various communions in many countries. Arrangements for disseminating literature - 
and for a series of special meetings in lyons itself under the patronage of Car- 
dinal Gerlier are in the hands of Father P. Michalon. In 1956 more than 220,000 
brochures and leaflets and 5,000 posters were sent by Father iichalon to 4055 
addresses, 1,618 cf them outside France. 


The spirit of the lyons observance is encouragement of participation by all 
Christians, Catholic and non-Catholic, in the Risen Christ's intercession for 
unity, "all converging on the great distress of the separation of Christians and 
on that single intense longing that the visible unity of the Kingdom of God may 
come in accordance with Christ's will and his way". 


Extracts from this year's call to prayer say: 


"The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18-25) has now been celebrat- 
ed for nearly 50 years. The Catholic Church has encouraged its members to join in- 
that intercession which united, in Jesus' own prayer, all those who have been bap- 
tised: "Father, may they be one, as we are one?" 


"Tn August 1954 at Evanston the Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
declared: 'The measure of our concer for unity is the degree to which we pray for 
it. We cannot expect God to give us unity unless we prepare ourselves to receive 
His gift by costly and purifying prayer. To pray together is to be drawn together, 
We urge, wherever possible, the observance of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity... as a public testimony to prayer as the road toni tys' 


(Thus Christians, who are at present divided, are in fellowship with one an~ 
otherand unified by the same position, which is not so much their own as the prayer 
of Jesus himself, who alone prays perpetually for the unity of his Church... 


"At the heart of prayer for unity lies the secret, deep, experienced suffering 
of our separations. To refuse this prayer for unity means refusal to accept that 
suffering. To refuse that suffering would be to shut myself within my own horizons, 
and from in there true prayer for unity can never spring LOL, ¢ « 
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"The Universal Week of Prayer for Christian Unity does not speak of conquest 
) cr crusade. It seeks no other victory than the Love and Truth of Jesus Christ. It 
| renders Christians open to one another, so that the prayer of Christ alone irra- 
diates each one. It unites them in this single intercession, so that by their ever 
increasing sanctification they may be made at sensitive and responsive to the 
Word of their Lord." 


The special subjects suggested for intercession for each day are: 


January 18 : the unity of all Christians, 


. MK 19 : suffering in the presence of our separations. 

. i 20 : sanctification of Catholics. 

tt 21. : sanctification of the Orthodox, 

i tf 22: sanctification of Anglicans. 

i " 23: sanctification of Protestants. 

3 B 24. sancticacation of missionary Churches. 

; a 25 : the unity of all men in the Charity and Truth of Christ. 


The literature available includes this call to prayer, a small slip for inser- 
» tion in letters, three posters and the Latin text of a "Mass for Christian Unity". 
This material may be AUR aes from Pére P. Mychalon, Grand Séminaire, Francheville 
(Rhone), France. #.P.S., Geneva 


SWITZERLAND Death of Former Old Catholic Bishop 


On November 26 ilonseigneur Adolphe Kury, the senior bishop of the Old Catholic 
Church, died at Bere, in his 87th year. Formerly Bishop of the Old Catholic Church 
of Switzerland, he retired in 1955 for reasons of health. 


During his thirty years as bishop, from 1924 to 1955, Monseigneur Kury carried 
cut important work as bishop of a national diocese including people of two diffe- 
rent languages. He strengthened administration and organisation and intensified 
spiritual and liturgical life. As Professor of Church History in the Old Catholic 
Faculty of Theology at the University of Berne, he trained several generations of 
theclogical students. hen secretary of the Conference of Old Catholic Bishops, 
he made a great sontribution to the bringing about of intercommunion between the 
Old Catholic Churches and those of the Anglican communion. His concern for prac- 
tical Christianity led him in 1938 to found the organisation for Old Catholic 
Inter-Church Aid, which rendered eminent service to Old Catholic churches that Z 
suffered during the last world war and still assists Orthodox refugees in Switzer- 
land, As director cf the "Internationale Kirchliche Zeitschrift" Entimeniauionen 
' church review) he maintained its scientific and ecumenical character, He took a ¢ 
_ deep personal interest in the ecumenical idea and played an active part in the con= 
temporary ecumenical movenent; he was a well-known personality in "Faith and Order" 
and in the Worid Council of Churches, 


The funeral was held at Berne on November 29. HeP.S., Geneva 
| FRANCE | Council of Reformed Church Speaks on Birth Control 


Following up the work of the National Synod of the French Reformed Church in 
June (see EPS No. 26), the Church's Executive Council has issued a statement on 
' birth control. The statement says that "according to the Scripture it is a duty 
and a joy for married people to have children. Every home should desire this 
blessing and should show itself worthy to receive it". Declaring that "this does 
not mean that physical union is sinful apart from the desire for procreation", the 
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Council says that it is in itself a divinely willed expression of the communion 
between the married pair. Consequently complete abstention from conjugal relations 
may have grave consequences on a couple's unicn and mutual adjustment. 


The National Council goes on to recognise that birth control is justified in 
certain cases. It says due account must be taken of the mother's state of health, 
the conditions in which children will be bern and brought up, and any transmissible 
hereditary disorders of a congenital nature, when deciding whether or not to have 
children. However, "this control should not be practised from selfish motives, nor 
from fears which may be due to lack of faith". 


The consequence of its position is described by the Refomed Church Council 
as not giving man and wife "complete licence, but calling them to a discipline 
which they accept by mutual consent", 


A medical commission which advised the National Council of the Church drew 
attention to the fact that the use of contraceptives was not always effective and 
involved dangers if practised regularly. The Council recommended that in every 
individual case couples should ccnsult a spiritual adviser and a doctor about 


contraception. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED SPATES Lutheran Statement on Planned Parenthood 


The United Iutheran Church of America has adopted a statement endorsing the 
control of conception. Its recommendations are included in documents prepared by 
a special commission on marriage and divorce which has been working for the last 
five years. 


The Church called upon husband and wife to "exercise the power of procreation 
responsibly before God". Declaring that "irresponsible conception of children up 
to the limit of biological capacity and selfish limitation of the number of children 
are equally detrimental", the statement said "the health and welfare of the mother- 
wife should be a major concern". 


It condemned misuse of birth control methods, but said that "the possibilities 
of misuse do not necessarily imply that conception control is in itself improper". 


Efforts of medical science to overcome infertility were commended in the study 
as an aid to carrying out "God's command to be fruitful and multiply". The findings 
adopted raised no objection to artificial insemination by the husband of the woman 
impregnated, but said that when the donor was not the husband many legal questions 
would be raised and the spread of the practice would have a serious effect on . 


husband, wife and child. EePeS., Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Growing Interest in Missions Reported 


(Cape Town) - Growing interest in Mission work is being shown by laymen and youth 
of the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa, according to reports received from 
Cape Tcwn. 

In a short period of time, 12 young ministers left their congregations to 
devote their lives to the Mission. Throughout the church small "cells! of Christians 
have been formed who come together for regular prayer meetings on behalf of the 
Mission work of the church. Hach group undertakes to provide the salary for one or 


more missionaries. 
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A Youth Rally organised in the Cape Peninsula to celebrate the 500th anniver- 
sary of the appearance cf the printed Bible was attended by over 3,000 young people. 
During a Youth Mission Week recently organised at the university town of Stellen- 
bosch, 700 young men and women signified their intention to take a keener interest 
and a more direct share in the missionary activities of the church, while 300 de- 
clared their intention of devoting their lives to the Mission. ePeSe, Geneva 


In Brief 


The third of a series of three Asia issues of Vorld Communiqué - official publi- 
cation of the Jorld Alliance of YiiCAs = has beén issued in Geneva, Six months of 
travel by the editor, the Rev. Paul Guinness, in twenty countries of Asia, with many 
Opportunities of personal contact with governmental, educational and religious 
leaders, are the background of this survey of trends and developments in Asia today. 
The series includes an editorial by Joseph Kitagawa, Professor of the History of 
Religions at the University of Chicago, on "Christianity and the Asian Revolution"; 
maps illustrating "The Changing Face of Asia" and a presentation of YMCA develop- 
ments in Hong Kong, Taipei, Korea and Japan, interpreted in the setting of current- 
trends in the Far Hast situation. - Copies of the series of publications are avail- 
able from World YMCA offices, 37 Quai Wilson, Geneva. 
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Church. The training programme is to be established by the Church's Beard of Social 
Missions to implement a decision of the 20th biennial Convention of the Church held 
earlier this year, 
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The two new bishops, who replace Bishop J. Waskom Pickett and Bishop Clement 
D. Rockey, were elected early in November by the Central Conference of the Metho- 
dist Church in Scuthern Asia meeting at Iucknow. The retiring bishops were both 
Americans, — 
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appointed a Free Churchman, a Roman Catholic and an Anglican as officers. They are 
the Rev. Roger Thomas (chairman), Father F. Courtenay S.J. (vice-chairman) and 
Miss Joan Ferrier (secretary-treasurer). The new association will issue a bulletin 
three times a year and aims to include libraries throughout the Commonwealth. 


The Church of South India Council in Great Britain has published a document - 
in which the Church of Ireland has set forth resolutions governing the future con- 
ditions for recognition of ministries, participation in Holy Communion, preaching 
and celebration of the Communion as between the Church of Ireland (Anglican) and 
an adaptation of the resolutions of the Church of South India passed by the Convoca- 
tions of Canterbury and York (see EPS No. 28, 1955) and are substantially in agree- 
ment with the fuller degree of inter-communion established in England. 
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contributed $1,387,188 to the basic budget of YMCA World Service. The most notable 
development has been increased participation of YMCA youth groups. Last year two 
thirds of all contributors were under 18 years of age and were responsible for 25% 
of the total budget. - More than $150,000 was used for the support of 62 projects 
in 26 countries. 
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75 students in a four-year Junior College-level theological course, and which - 
serves a Protestant constituency of approximately one million members, also in- 
cludes on its teaching staff Filipino, American and Dutch professors, The institu- 
tion has-been financed in part by contributions from American mission boards. Mrs. 
Manusama-Manuputti is the first Indonesian fulltime professor to serve on the staff 
since the institution opened after the close of the war, 
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A new photo folder setting out the aims and progress of the study can be 
ordered from the Department on Church and Society, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, 
together with the second statement on its study and a progress report from the 
whole field for 1955—56. The price of the second statement is FruSvo Les 0) Og955 


or 1/64, . French and German translations will shortly be available. 
E.P.S., Geneva 
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Continued Church Aid for Hungary's Refugees 


A letter from the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
Werld Council of Churches asks the Council's member bodies to provide at least 
200,000 Dollars for emergency relief, 25,000 Dollars for shipments of supply through 
the Red Cross and 150,000 Dollars to aid the Hungarian churches and their social 
and educational institutions. 


The letter, sent by the Division's director, Dr. leslie E, Cooke, is the re- - 
sult of surveys made during ongoing work in Austria where refugees are still arriv- 
ing nightly, exhausted, half-frozen, and in some cases wounded. The cold in Austria 
and the blockage of regular avenues of escape have led the orld Council of Churches 
to set emergency services at exit points on the border. Two mobile kitchen units 
to provide hot food for refugees on arrival have been made available by the British 
Council of Churches. 


As the focus of work by voluntary agencies shifts to the border the League 
of Red Gross Societies has assumed responsibility for the major camps with over 
500 inmates. The World Council of Churches is now engaged in local resettlement 
work in Austria, accelerated processing of applicants for resettlement in other 
countries and pastoral and welfare services for refugees still on the move. 


Response to early appeals from the churches of many countries has been over- 
whelming. Sweden continues to report the receipt of about 6,000 Dollars every day. 
Church World Service in the United States has inaugurated a 325,000 Dollars emer- 
gency fund drive to aid Hungarian refugees between now and Christmas. The National 
Council of Churches in New Zealand voted 500 pounds from its own funds as a first 
gift and offered the New Zealand Government its facilities and support in securing 
sponsorship throughout New Zealand for Hungarian refugee families. 


The World offices of the YMCA/VICA have co-ordinated the sending of prefabri-~ 
cated barracks to Austria from the United Kingdom, Sweden, Finland and Switzer- 
land. The buildings will be used for social service and community programmes. 
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Churches and. Christian. Monements. Tt ic therefore nat ta he held rechansihle far ahiniane erchrecced in ite nem tteme 


sail Titi eel 


No. 45 ~ December 7th, 1956 me i os 330 


In addition to erection of thesé facilities at Kaisersteinbriick near Vienna, 
Enns, near Linz, St, liartin, near Villach, and other centres, the YMCAs in various 
countries have ‘supported a programme of recreational, social and educational work 
in transit camps in the Vienna area, A worker with a mobile film truck will visit 
the camps. : 


Thirty thousand Hungarian-German phrasebooks, 15,000 Hungarian-English phrase-~ 
books and 50,0C0 pocket-calendars will be provided for refugees. 


The German YMCA has offered two experienced refugee workers for the YMCAs 
projects, and the YWCA of Vancouver, Canada, is sending food supplies to Austria 


for distribution through the Red Cross. HeP.Se, Geneva 
CHINA Release of Imprisoned Anglican Bishop 


The Presiding Bishop of the Anglican Church in China, the Rt. Rev. T.C. Chen, 
announced to members of a visiting Australian Anglican delegation that the Chinese 
Government has released the former Bishop of Chekiang, the Rt. Rev. Kimber Den, 
from an imprisonment that had lasted since 1952. The announcement was made shortly 
after the arrival of the eight-member Australian delegation which was led by the 
Primate of Australia and Archbishop of Sydney, the Most Rev. H.W.K. Mowll. Dr. 
Mowll is a former missionary bishop who spent some years in China. 


Wr, Francis James, a lay member of the Australian delegation, said after the 
announcement that there was no evidence to suggest Bishop Kimber Den's rélease was 
attributable to the visit of the Australians. "It is a curious fact", Mr. James 
said, "that no definite information abcut the cause of his arrest and his imprison- 
ment has been forthcoming from any Chinese bishop or priest whom we have asked," 


After the announcement of Bishop Kimber Den's release, KH. Ting, who had been 
elected Bishop of Chekiang during Bishop Timber Den's imprisonment, immediately 
offered to place his resignation in the hands of the Presiding Bishop, who refused 
to accept it, The Presiding Bishop said that the problem would have to be solved 
quickly in the interests of "catholic order and discipline", but so far no further 


statements have been issued. BePsSe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Russian Church Replies to Blake 


(New York) - A message from Metropolitan Nikolai, secretary for foreign affairs of 
the Russian Orthodox Church, states that the church is opposed to "aggression" an 
the Middle East and is participating with the Soviet government in sending material 
aid to those who suffer in Hungary. 


The cablegram stating these views was received from Moscow on Sunday, November 
25, in response to a request from Dr, EBugene Carson Blake, president of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Dr. Blake had said: "In accordance with 
your expressed devotion to freedom and justice, we hope the churches in the U.S.S.R. 
will work also for the avoidance of further bloodshed and oppression and that you 
will represent to the authorities of your nation your Christian concern that the 
Hungarian people be given freedom to determine their destiny as a nation! (see EPS 
io, 42), 

"Out of our concern for faith, freedom and justice, we lament the omission of 


any statement concerning the terror that has struck the freedom-loving people of 
Hungary", Dr. Blake said. He added, however, that it was not surprising that there 


are areas of disagreement between churchmen of the two countries, 
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"The hopeful sign is that it is’now possible as it was not a year ago for the- 
churches of the two countries to speak to one another", the National Council presi- 
dent said. "In tthe continuing efforts for peace this may prove to be even more 


advantageous in the future than now," BePede, Geneva 
GERMANY . German Church leaders Appeal to the Moscow Patriarch 


(Diisseldorf) - In a joint letter to Patriarch Alexei, the head of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, President Heinrich Held (of Diilsseldorf) and President Ernst Wilm 
(of Bielefeld) have requested him to appeal to the government of the USSR against 
the deportations from Hungary to the Soviet Union, and to avceid inflicting hard- 
Ships in the struggle in Hungary. 


Owing to recent political events, President wWilm has also postponed his pro- 
jected visit to Czechoslovakia in December, with Dr. Hans Thimme, Oberkirchenrat 
Heinz. Kloppenburg and General Superintendent Giinther Jacob (see EPS No. 40). 


"It is with growing anxiety and grief that we cbserve the course of events 
in Hungary", says the letter of President Held and President Wilm to Patriarch 
Alexei. "We are not fully acquainted with all the circumstances and the background 
of the bitter political struggle which has broken out there; but what does concern 
us is the terrible distress which has submerged the Hungarian people. We grieve 
for those who have died on both sides. We sympathise deeply with all those who are 
suffering from hunger and cold and who have lost their homes, It is our profound 
hope that conditions may soon be restored in Hungary in which the people can live 
in peace, 


"And now we hear that in addition to all the suffering mentioned above, many 
Hungarians are being deported to the Soviet Union, Without wishing to express any 
judgment on the political aspects of the struggle, we must say that we consider 


these deportations simply terrible..." HeP.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Prcetestants Double Missionary Strength in Two Decades 


(New York) - The number of Protestant missionaries working abroad for agencies in 
the United States and Canada has been doubled in the last twenty years. Figures 
released in New York by the liissionary Research Library at Union Theological Semi- 
nary show that this year's record total of ends is more than twice that of twenty 
years ago, 11,289. 


Commenting on the figures, Dr. Frank W. Price, director of the Missionary Re- 
search library, said that the great increase in missionary recruiting was largely 
due to independent evangelical groups. He said that mission boards of older 
established church bodies had recently been attempting to staff their missions with 
Christian workers who are nationals of the receiving countries. 


Of 213 agencies sending missionaries abroad, the Methodist Church showed the 
largest number, 1,513. They were followed by Seventh Day Adventists, 1,272, the 
Presbyterian Church in the USA, 1,072, and the Sudan Interior Mission, 1,024. 


It is estimated that 64 million Protestants gave an average of $2.00 each for 
foreign missions in 1955. 


India receives most North American Protestant missionaries, 2,127, followed 
by Japan, 1,562,and the Belgian Congo, 1,195, 


Six out of ten Protestant missionaries are women. EeP.S., Geneva 


No, 45 - December 7th, 1956 -~4- ae 


AUST RALTA Churches Hold Olympic Festival of Christian Witness 


(ilelbourne) - A\combined outdoor Festival of Christian iAtness was held for the 
opening of the Olympic Games on the outskirts of the city of Melbourne by seven co- 
Operating churches. The act of worship, arranged by the Victorian Committee of the 
Australian Council for the World Council of Churches, was attended by 20,000 people. 
The Rev. Bob Richards, Olympic pole vault Gold Medallist from the United States, 
spoke to the congregation, and the address was delivered by the Rev. Gordon Powell 
of St. Stephen's Presbyterian Church, Sydney. 


In a message the chairman and secretary of the local ecumenical committee 
said: "It was inevitable that the New Testament should reflect something of the 
influence of these games on the minds of the writers. Paul challenged those who- 
had accepted the Christian way of life to give themselves to it with the dedicaéa- 
tion of the athlete who is preparing. for the arena." 


The cooperating churches included Anglicans, llethodists, Presbyverians, Con-= 
gregationalists, Churches of Christ, Society of Friends (Quakers) and the Salva- 
tion Army. 


The Roman Catholic Church held a solemn High Wass on the same site on the 


morning of the same day. E.P.S., Geneva 
INDONESIA _ Christians Active in Drafting of New Constitution 


(Djakarta) - Drs Johannes L, Leimena, of the Protestant Christian Party, was elected 
as one of five vice-chairmen of the Ccnstituent Assembly now meeting in Bandung to 
draft a new Constitution fcr Indonesia. Dr. Leimena, the nominee of both Protes- 
tants and Roman Catholics, is vice-chairman of the National Council of Churches in- 
Indonesia and of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs establish- 
ed by the Jorld Council of Churches and the International iiissionary Council. He is 
a medical dector and was minister of health in many successive cabinets during the 
first nine years of the Republic of Indonesia, 


The constituent body already has forty Christian members out of a total member- 
ship of 460, Further Christian appointments are possible. Indonesia has an estimated 
population of $0 million, of whom 3,100,000 are Prcetestants and 900,CO0 Roman Catho- 
lics. 


Three Christian ministers are in the Constituent Assembly: the Rev, W.J. 
Rumambi, former general secretary of the National Council of Churches in Indonesia, 
the Rev. T. Sihombing, president of the Nommensen University of the Batak Church in 
Sumatra, and the Rev. J. Kawet, from a Church in the North East of Celebes which is 
not in membership with the National Christian Council. 


The constituent body must decide whether Indonesia should continue to be a 
secular state as at present or become a Muslim state. It is estimated, along party 
lines, that 240 of the-460 members will want a secular state and 220 a Muslim state. 
Failure to reach a two-thirds majority is expected to be provided for under rules 
of procedure te be drafted by the constituent body. Many observers believe the 
Indenesian state will remain "secular" as at present in the event cf a deadlock 
in the assembly. B.P.S., Geneva 
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Visits to Churches in Eastern Europe 


dore representatives cf Western Churches have recently responded to invita- 
tions to visit churches behind the Ircn Curtain, They unanimously report the desire 
pof the churches visited to keep in tcuch with sister churches in the ‘Jest. The 
Pvisitors confirmed that serious work was being done in the East, but that they 
Iwere suffering from a sense of isolation. "Do not forget us in your prayers", said 
‘the Rumanian lutherans to Pastor Mogens Zeuthen of the lutheran World Federation; 
“our greatest trouble is that we feel alone, and our greatest desire is that our 
pbrethren in other countries should pray for us." 


q The Rev. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary of the World Presbyterian 
Alliance (Geneva), reported on his impressions of religious life in Rumania, after 
his return from a visit to the Balkans. He described the interest of the younger 
generation in the Christian faith as one of the particularly encouraging signs, 
‘referring especally to the growing number of theological students. Out of 78 new- 
‘applicants for the Theological Faculty of the College at Cluj (at which 165 theo- 
logical students are registered) only 37 could be accepted last October owing to 
dack of room. In spite of the general poverty of the people, church members are 
"ready to make sacrifices; in many towns and villages new churches are being built 
to provide for all the people who want to participate in church life. In some 
districts 80 per cent of the people attend Sunday services. In Cluj the Reformed 
congregations have built four chapels and one large church during the last eight 
years. Repairs to church buildings and the erection of new buildings are being paid 
‘for by the congregations, without any help from the State. 


In Rumania, 14 million out of the 18 million inhabitants are Orthodox Christ- 
Mians. An official delegation from the Danish Church (see EPS No. 37) recently 
Visited Rumania. A purpose of the visit was to negotiate with the Rumanian Church 
Council about ways of strengthening existing contacts. Possibilities of exchanging 
‘students and sending foreign professors and pastors to Rumania were also discussed. 
One member of the Danish delegation reports that the Rumanian Church Council was 
"not averse! to these suggestions, 


The visit of the representatives from the Danish Church also helped to pro- 
mote personal contacts between the Iutheran and Orthodox Churches, Patriarch Justi- 
Mian of Bucarest has established friendly relations with the Protestant Churches 
in Rumania. He expressed to the Danish delegates the keen interest of his church 

in the ecumenical conversation between the confessions. 


The representatives of the Danish Iutheran Church went on to Bulgaria, where 
they were also guests of the Orthodox Church, At least ten Protestant pastors are 
‘still said to be prisoners in Bulgaria; they are expected to be released shortly. 


4 In Bulgaria 6 million of the 7 million inhabitants are Orthodox. There are 
400,000 Mohammedans, 35,000 Roman Catholics, 15,000 Protestants, 10G,00O gipsies 
mand 5,000 Jews. Formerly there were 50,000 Jews living in Bulgaria, many of whom 
have now emigrated to Israel. In the independent Greek Orthodox Church of Bulgaria 
there are 23,000 priests. There are over a hundred monasteries but not many monks. 
‘In Rumania, the extensive estates pelonging to the Orthodox monaste ies have been 


confiscated by the state. 


Pastor Kauko Salmenkallio of Finland recently visited Reval and Dorpat with 
a group of students, and has sent a report on the position of the 146 lutheran 
Congregations in Esthonia. He reported the existence of 20 so-called lutheran 
"chapel congregations". Some 100 ministers are working among them. In places where 
there is no minister, the work is in charge of evangelists and deacons who are not 
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permitt<«d to serve at Holy Communion, but may conduct Baptismal services. In Tallinn 
(Reval) there are 7 congregations with § ministers. According to the report 16,000 
of Tallinn's 320,000 inhabitants are members of the congregations. 


At the moment there are 30 divinity students in Esthonia, but as the theolo-= 
gical faculty at the University of Tartu (Dorpat) has been closed down, the theo- 
logical study curriculum is drawn up by the ccnsistory. The divinity students do 
regular werk in the congregations or elsewhere simultaneously with their studies. 
The final examinations are passed before the consistory. 


The Iutheran Church is not allowed to have meetings for smaller groups. For 
this reason there are no Bible study classes, Sunday schools, or meetings for under- 
graduates. There is a shortage of German and Russian Bibles. Since the war, only 
5 new churches have been erected. The State finances only the restcration of such | 
church buildings as are considered to be of great historical value. There are not 


many young people (13-30 years) among church-goers. EeP.o., Geneva 
AUST RIA A New Law Relating to Protestants 


(Vienna) - The Protestant Church in Austria is negotiating with the state about 
introducing a new law to secure "complete freedom and equal rights" for Protestants. 
The Protestant churches in Austria have been trying to obtain this legal settlement 
for 26 years, one of the purposes being to ensure that spiritual care be given to 
Protestants doing military training. It was also an attempt to put the churches on 
the same basis as the welfare organisations in obtaining taxation concessions, and 
to ensure equal rights for Protestants in every sphere of public life. 


The Protestant churches made these demands on the state at a big demonstation 
in Vienna, attended by many foreign diplomats, officials of the world Council of 
Churches and of the Iutheran \Jorld Federation and of all the non-Catholic churches 
in Austria. The purpose of the demonstration was to press for the revision of the 
Edict of Toleration issued 175 years ago. 


As Bishop May (lutheran Bishop of Vienna) pointed out on this occasion, the 
Edict cf Toleration passed by the Emperer Joseph II 175 years ago, and the Protes- 
tant "patent" of 1861,have now beccme out-of date. It was also high time (he said) 
to make good the injustice done to the Church under the National Socialist régime 
whih abolishcdthe state contributions to the Church, 


Bishop May stated that "the Protestant Church in Austria is not concerned about 
maintaining or strengthening its position; its concern is to have the best oppor- 
tunity of serving the Austrian people and the nation", The Bishop pointed out that 
the relations between the Catholic and Protestant Churches had greatly improved. 
"The opposition today is not between the confessions, but between Christianity aw 
atheism", he said. 


Concerning the importance of the ecumenical movement for the minority churches, 
Bishop May said: ‘During the last few centuries the non-Catholic churches have grown 
together into a unity that is continually getting stronger, and since 1948 when they 
first formed themselves into a legal body (the world Council of Churches with its 
headquarters in Geneva), the Protestant Church of Austria has no longer been an 
isolated minority or a negligeable quantity." Although Geneva is "hardly a second 
Vatican", said the Bishop, nevertheless the World Council of Churches was on the-way 
to becoming "an internationally effective guarantee for the Protestant and Ortho- 
dox Churches affiliated to it". E.P.Se, Geneva 
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BULGARIA | Orthodox Church Commemorates United Nations Day 


(Sofia) - It is reported from Bulgaria that the Orthodox Church has publically 
celebrated Unitéd Nations day in Sofia. Many priests of the Church attended a 
meeting and the church's official publication, "'Zrkoven Vestnik', in a front- 
page article, wrote that "the Christian Churches all over the world are untiring 
in their support of the noble task of the international organisation, which has 
still to be brought to its fulfilment... The whole of Christendom prays without 
ceasing that the age of grace, prophesied by Isaiah 700 years before Christ, may 
come on this earth (Isaiah 2: 3-4)." Then, says the paper, Jesus Christ will not 
merely be the "shining pattern all men long fort; he will be "made fully manifest". 
As St. Paul writes in his Epistle to the Colossians 3: 11, there will be "neither 
Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 
free: but Christ will be all, and in all." EeP.o+, Geneva 


HUNGARY Kadar Government Announces "Church Affairs" Policy 


A statement issued by the Government of Mr, Janos Kadar through its bureau 
of Church Affairs indicates that the Hungarian regime regards itself as being 
"pound by the agreements concluded by the churches in accordance with conditions 
prevailing on October 23, 1956", The government's statement promised to continue 


facilities for religious instruction in schools. E.eP.»Se, Geneva 
HONG KONG Pastor Stumpf Criticises Action against "Rooftop Refugees" 


A lutheran pastor working for the Department of World Service of the luther- 
an World Federation in Hong Kong has criticised Government measures against "roof- 
top squatters" among the Hong Kong Chinese refugees as ‘a radical short cut 
which will only create bitterness among these unfortunate people". 


The Rev. K.L. Stumpf, director of the lutheran World Federation's service 
in Hong Kong, used the words in describing a recently issued Government order 
which said that any new unlawful structures erected on top of tenement buildings 
in Hong Kong would be summarily demolished and that people living in these tem- 
porary huts would not be offered resettlement or any other form of alternative 
accommodation. 


Pastor Stumpf declared that he agreed with the Government that the living 
conditions of the families who have been forced to build shanties on roofs were 
"so awful that a solution is imperative", Claiming that "these people have no 
resources to build their own living accommodations in Hong Kong", Mr. Stumpf 
appealed te the government not to stop at negative measures but to "find a more 
human approach", He asked where the people could go if they did not use the 
only available space — on the roofs. (Pictures on Hong Kong are available on 


request). E.PeSe, Geneva 
NETHERLANDS Theology by Radio 


Every Monday morning in the Netherlands ministers and lay-listeners of all 
churches can now hear theological lectures and reviews of important books in a 
forty-five minute broadcast arranged by a representative committee. 


The programme was inaugurated on the suggestion of Prof. J.C. Hoekendijk of 
the University of Utrecht. It is broadcast by the Netherlands! Christian Broad- 
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casting Corporation and includes a twenty-minute lecture on a theological subject 
and a twenty-minute book-review. 


The Committee in-charge of the "radio-faculty" is drawn from a number of theo- 
logical schools and universities. The eperiment is being made on an ecumenical 
basis. Prof. G.C. Berkouwer of the Christian Reformed (Gereformeerd) Church and 
Profs. P.A. van Stempvoort and /.C. van Unnik of the Reformed (Hervermde) Church 
serve together on the working committee. 


All ministers of the Dutch Reformed Church have been notified of the series 


by their church authorities and encouraged to listen. EeP.S., Geneva 
VIETNAM WCC Fraternal Missionay Dumartheray Reports 


Pastor Roland Dumartheray, Swiss pastor who was formerly a missionary in ‘ 
China, presented a personal report to the "CC's Administrative Committee for Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees, recently held at Geneva (see EPS No, 42) on 
his llission of Fellowship to the Protestant churches in Vietnam. 


"I believe this mission has helped to create understanding of the action of 
the World Council of Churches as being not self-interested, but a genuine attempt 
to bring help to the church in Vietnam and enable it to express its distinctive 
life to the utmost", said Pastor Dumartheray, who has been on his mission since 
January 28 this year and visited 76 of 79 Protestant communities in the country. 
"The most important part of my werk was to be able to console and strengthen the 
pastors and people of places that were isolated and in danger", declared the special 
missioner, "We have been able to establish a relief committee, representative of 
the churches themselves. It is the first time they have undertaken social work of 
this kind, The Committee is a first step in the right direction and is gradually 
learning how to work, but inter-church aid must continue and assist the Evangelical 
Church in Vietnam to deal with the refugee problem and become self-supporting." 


Pastor Dumartheray suggested that the mission should be followed up by sending 
a lay worker, perhaps a dector, who could give medical care and train nurses in the 
local Vietnamese communities. "The people of the churches are often peasants and 
fishermen", Pastor Dumartheray told the Committee. "A programme of training for 
male and female nurses would create employment and build up the standing of the 
local pretestant churches." Mr. Dumartheray emphasised the need for respecting the 
churches' independence. "We must not play at being inspectors or policement, he 
told the Committee, "and if our love is true we must go on with this work in spite 
of disappointments." 


Another way of helping suggested by Pastor Dumartheray was provision of ampli~ 
fiers for village evangelisaticn. He emphasised that material aid alone tended to 
make the recipient think that the World Council was "economical rather than ecume- 
nical", but said the concern of the Jorld Council for living evangelism must be 
made clear in Vietnam. EeP.S., Geneva 
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1957, is being promoted in the United Kingdom by the British Council of Churches, 
Preparatory material for the week (see EPS No. 43) has been printed in English in . 
Britain on behalf of the Werld Council's Faith and Order Commission and is cbtain- 
able from the British Council of Churches, 10 Eaton Gate, London S.W.1, at 5/-d 
per 100, plus postage. 
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Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association is preparing to 
receive 2500 delegates in Tokyo, Japan, from August 6-13, 1958. The meeting will 
be the largest international conference ever held in Tokyo, At least 3,000 Japa~ 
nese visitors are expected to join the official delegates. 
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hism has to be reckoned with in the West's judgment of Asia", said the Rev. Basil 
Jackson, study secretary of the National Christian Council in Ceylon, who is res- 
ponsible for research into Buddhism in that country. 
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Oslo, the Rev. Odd Godal, chairman of the new institution's executive committee, 
declared that it would gradually expand its conferences, courses and study groups - 
to other parts of the country in an attempt to "enter into open and honest confron- 
tation between Christianity and cultural life". The new academy will work as a lay 
institute in cooperation with all parts of the Church of Norway. 


L. 


sor to Bishop Alexander, who died in exile in Stockholm in 1953. Archbishop Athena= 
goras, London (Exarch of the Patriarchate of Constantinople), Metropolitan James 

of llelita (representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate at the World Council of 
Churches) and Bishop Chryscstomos of Thermon (Vienna), officiated. 
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An ecumenical exhibition designed to present the work of the World Council 
of -Churches to the people of the French city of Lyons is being planned for January 
11-20, 1957. The publicity for the exhibition says, "We want it to be a fine ex- 

hibition, airy, light, practical and striking - an exhibition which is instructive 


for Christians of every confession." BePeSe, Geneva 
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Christian Agencies Busy in Great Refugee Relief Operation 


In a cooperative attempt to meet the needs of the Hungarian newcomers, Iuthe>- 
an, Reformed, Methodist, Baptist and other workers continue to carry through a 
plan of unified relief and resettlement. Five weeks after refugees began pouring 
into towns and villages of Austria, workers from the World Council of Churches, the 
lutheran World Federation, the Brethren Service Commission and Hilfswerk, the re= 
lief agency of the Evangelical churches in Austria, are busy day and night in re- 
ception centres and camps near the border, They give food, clothing and advice to 
the refugees immediately on arrival and arrange for their mcvement, after a short 
sleep, to points where they receive further traveller's necessities and can register 
for emigration. The World Council of Churches is cooperating with the Intergovern- 
mental Committee for European ifigration to send roving selection teams to points 
where refugees are concentrated. The newcomers indicate their preferred country, 
are quickly moved to Vienna, register with consular representatives of the country 
of their choice and are approved for international transport. After spending a 
night or a few hours near airports, bus routes or railways, they are being rapidly 
moved to new homes and a new life overseas. Of a total of 126,496 reported on 
December 10, 51,556 have been moved. 


Mr. Harold H, Tittman, director of the Intergovernmental Committee for Euro- 
ppan Migration, said "We are building, I believe, the most dramatic airlift since 
that of Berlin. By December 11 or 12 we hope t move 1,000 refugees to the United 
States daily." He said that by December 5 his Committee was already flying 700 
refugees every day to Great Britain. "Every feasible means of transport is being 
thrown into the battle to get these refugees resettled," lir, Tittmam declared. "It 
is important that they should be enabled to pick up threads of life again quickly." 
The experience of the World Council of Churches and the lutheran World Federation 
in the field of resettlement is fully at the disposal of ICEM, The churches in 
Western Europe and in the United States (through Church World Service) are joining 
in the resettlement operation in Austria and the countries of arrival. They provide 
staff in the field and offers «f housing and work after immigration. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian. Mavements. It-is therefore not to be held reshonsible for abinions erxchressed.in its news items. 
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WCC and Austrian Churches Cooperate in Service 


The World Council of Churches now has 120 staff members, most of them on a 
temporary emergency basis, working among the Hungarian refugees in Austria. 


Teams of Hungarian-speaking pastors and theological students have now been 
organised, and services are being held in all the major camps. Before and after. 
Divine Service the pastors give information about emigration possibilities. 
During the week the pastors and students help in the World Council of Churches 
emigration programme and pastoral counselling. Plans are being made to coordinate 
as fully as possible the pastoral services of the Reformed, lutheran and Baptist- 
pastors. About 30 Hungarian-speaking pastors are engaged in the Reformed, Iuther- 
an and Baptist work. 


The Austrian churches are actively helping the new refugees, The Lutheran 
churches have made plans for a new temporary home which is expecting support 
through funds coming from the Scandinavian churches. The Baptist Church in Vienna 
has opened part of its premises to give temporary housing to Baptist and other 
protestant refugees. The Methodist Church in Linz is concentrating on the care 
of unaccompanied children on its premises. The Methodist Church in Vienna in - 
the midst of the busiest season has agreed to turn over the entire church build- 
ings for the temporary care of Hungarian refugees who are being processed by the- 
World Council of Churches staff for emigration overseas. New kitchens and recrea~ 
tion rooms have been opened, and the church auditorium, seating a thousand people, 
has been transformed into sleeping quarters, All the pews have been removed and 
150 beds installed. Many of the church members and members of the youth groups 
are giving voluntary service to help feed and care for the groups of refugees 
who arrive, 150 at a time, remain during the emigration processing and then are 
moved out to the transports. The refugees themselves asked for daily prayer 
services which are being conducted by the pastor, and a small chapel has been 
set aside for private worship at their request. 


The 21,500 refugees going to the United States have already been registered 
by voluntary agencies and are being processed at the rate of 1,000 a day. The 
consular staffs and Migration Committee personnel, as well as the voluntary 
agencies, are working 14 hours a day, including Saturdays and Sundays, to com- 
plete this task, It is expected that the whole of the 21,500 under this programme 
will arrive in the United States before the end of December, 


In the meantime, among the thousands who have already arrived in Switzer- 
land, France, Holland, Belgium and England, hundreds have already applied at i? 
the World Council of Privcnses offices in these countries for processing for over- 
seas emigration. There are many welfare problems. 


On December 8 Dr. Ml. R. Zigler of the Brethren Service Committee arrived in 
Vienna to work with the Brethren representatives and the World Council staff in 
connection with the work at Iinz, set up on an ecumenical basis and carried out 
by the Brethren. 


World-/ide Wave of Financial Support 


On December 10, the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of 
the World Council of Churches announced gifts and commitments from the churches 
of 592,272 dollars in response to appeals for Hungary, In the United States 
Church World Service has given 15,000 doktlars and hopes to raise an additional 
300,000 dollars. The Department of Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service of the 
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British Council of Churches has already promised at least 155,0CO dollars, a2 
including an allocation of 70,000 dollars for ecumenical relief work made avail- 
aole by the Lord Mayor of London's fund. Other totals are: Canada7,i75 dollars, 
Sweden 60,000 dollars, and France (CIMADE) 20,000 dollars. Sweden has also 
raised 100,000 dollars for the Iutheran World Federation, and 70,000 dollars 
collected in Denmark at first deposit of 3,000 dollars has been sent to the 
World Council. Individual church gifts include 10,000 dollars each frem the 
Presbyterian Church USA and the Congregational Christian Churches in the USA, 
From a special offering at this year's Evangelical Kirchentag in Germany in 
August 7,140 dollars have been sent for use through the World Council of Churches 
in Austria. 


The Protestant and Orthodex churches of the United States within the Nation- 
al Council of the Churches of Christ have launched threugh Church orld Service 
an emergency cmmpaign to raise immediately 2 million dollars for refugee relief 
in both Hungary and the Near East. The amount includes 1,500,000 dollars to be 
used directly within relief programmes of the denominations, 250,000 dollars 
for cooperative programmes carried on by Church World Service for the churches 
and the sum of 300,0CO dollars set aside for Hungary through the ‘CC, 


Christmas offerings of all the Evangelical churches in ‘the Hast German 
republic will be for direct use in relief of need in Hungary. In telling the 
congregations of this decision, the East German bishops expressed their deep 
concern at the present situation of the Evangelical churches in Hungary. 


The Helsinki contribution to a nation-wide appeal offering for Hungary 
in the Iutheran Church of Finland was 2,200 dollars (500, 000 Finmarks). 


From Asia comes news of a special appeal launched by the National Ecumeni- 
cal Youth Council in Indonesia "on behalf of the suffering people of Hungary who 
in their struggle for freedom and neutrality need our financial assistance". The - 
Youth Council, which has sent its appeal to Christian youth organisations through= 
out Indonesia is composed of 24 member bodies with an estimated total strength 
of 100,000, The gifts will be forwarded to Hungary throggh the World Council of 
Churches. 


The World's Student Christian Federation is at work through World University 
Service on behalf of the estimated 3,000 students who are refugees in Austria 
(see EPS No. 44). The WSCF staff has appealed to all Student Christian Movements 
to give "their whole-hearted support to their own campus drive and their local 
church drives", Following her visit to Austria, Miss Alice Otterness reports 
that a small fund is being established to assist Christian work among the re- 
fugees in Austria and enable them to attend Student Christian conferences in 
other countries this winter. Negotiations have been opened about scholarships 
in other countries for selected students. 


The World YMCA/WICA Service in Austria are extending their recreational, 
educational, cultural and spiritual programme to include not only camps and 
other installations in the Jestern parts of Austria, but also the reception 
camps in the Vienna area, Most generous responses for supporting the World YMCA / 
YWCA work in Austria are coming from National Associations of both the YMCA and 
the YWCA in the different parts of the world, EePeoe, Geneva 


~ ~ = 


No. 46 - December 14th, 1956 -4- 341 


UNITED STATES , "ew Directions! fcr Overseas Missions 


The general secretary of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the USA, Dr. Roy G. Ross, recommended to 300 foreign mission leaders from 45 
denominations that there should be "a world organisation with churches of East 
and West as equal partners". in an opening address before the annual meeting of 
the National Council's Division of Foreign Missions at Buck Hill Falls, Pa., on 
November 26. Dr. Ross said that Inter-Church Aid should be administered by Local 
agencies of the churches and recommended the pocling of experience from churches 
and missions all over the world in future planning. Dr. Ross made a round the 
world trip to see relationships between Church and llission earlier this year. 


The annual meeting decided in its closing actions to recommend "concerted- 
efforts" towards closer relationships between Church and Mission, between deno- 
minational and ecumenical bodies and more comprehensive and specialised train- 
ing for missionaries and all workers in the life of the church. 


Speakers from India and Africa underlined the need to give the Christian 
mevement deeper roots in the countries of its adoption. Dr. Paul Devanandan, 
newly designated director of an Institute for the study of Hinduism in India 
(see EPS No, 43) urged the churches to train men and women who can "step out 
of the traditional theological thinking of their own cultures... and venture 
into the strangely new worlds of thought and experience" of other religions 
and cultures. 


Ndabangini Sithole, student from Nigeria, said that although the African 
people were opposed to the Church because it was a new institution, and even 
though white people themselves did not like it because it made the Africans more 
difficult to exploit, the Church had made tremendous strides on the African 
continent in a comparatively short time. He pointed out that there are now 21 
million Christians in Africa, ten per cent of the population as compared with 
two per cent in India. 


During the meeting the executive secretary of Agricultural llissions, Inc., 
Dr. I.\/. Mloomaw, announced a grant of 10,000 dollars from the Lilly Endowment in 
Indianapolis to provide missionary instruction in health, agricultural, youth 
and literacy work. Agricultural iiissions is an affiliate cf the National Council. 


Other speakers at the meeting were Dr. Leslie E, Cooke, associate general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, and the Rev. Fhilip Potter, the 


World Council's youth secretary in North America, BeP.Se, Geneva 
INDIA United Church of North India Endorses Union 


General approval for an inclusive "Church of North India and Pakistan" was 
given at the 12th General Assembly of the United Church of Norther India. The 
present UCNI is an organic union of American Congregational and Evangelical and 
Reformed mission churches with Presbyterians from the USA, Canada and the British 
Commonwealth and with other Congregational-type churches founded by the London 
Missionary Society. The propsed new Church would include the UCNI, the dioceses 
of the Anglican Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon in the North of the 
sub-continent, the corresponding part of the Ilethodist Church in Southern Asia, -- 
British and Australian missionary churches and the Baptist Churches, which origin- 
ated through missions from the British Commonwealth. 
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The United Church of Northern India, in approving the draft of a plan for the 
wider union, asked for some clarification in the document, which will go back to 
the negotiating committee when it meets in April 1957. It will then be sent in 
final form for acceptance by the negotiating churches. HePeSe, Geneva 


SPAIN New Decree Governing Civil Marriage 


According to a Cabinet Decree dated October 26,the Spanish Government is in 
the process of reforming existent legislation concerning the Civil Registry, 
where marriages are recorded. The decree speaks of the urgent need of harmonising 
existent laws and regulations with the Civil Code of 1870, interpreting this 
basic document in the spirit of the 1953 Concordat between the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Spanish State. The announced intention of the present decree is 
so to harmonise parious prevailing regulations that civil marriage may be con- 
tracted only by such couples as can prove that they do not profess the Roman 
Catholic religion. 


According to the new procedure, Spanish couples seeking permission to con- 
tract civil marriage must prove that they do not profess the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion, submitting signed declarations to this effect and an affidavit as to their 
reasons for desiring to celebrate their marriage in this form. They must also 
provide certificates showing where each has resided during the last two years. 

On the basis of this documentation the judge in charge of the local Civil Registry 
will immediately issue a provisional statement, summarising the request. When all 
necessary corrections have been made, the judge and the couple will ratify this 
statement with their signatures. Then the judge will order the banns to be published. 


The decree continues: "If the individuals concerned were baptised in or con- 
verted to the Roman Catholic Church but, prior to the intention to contract 
marriage among themselves (or with a non~Catholic) apostatised from it, the judge 
shall inform the diocesan authority of his territory, within eight days of the - 
ratification and by means of a notification in due form, concerning all the cir- 
cumstances of the request. The judge sha'l not proceed to the celebration of the 
marriage until a month has elepsed following the afore-mentioned notification." 


The new decree concludes with the mention of certain consultations which the 
judge must seek if any doubts arise in his mind as to the implementation and 
application of this modified procedure with regard to the celebration of civil , 
marriage. The Minister of Justice is authorised to provide any complementary regu- 
lations required to put this reform into practice. Like all declarations made by 
the cabinet, the decree is signed by the President of the Government, Francisco 
Franco. HeP.S., Geneva 


HUNGARY News of the Reformed Church 


Infomation received in Vienna indicates that Professor Laszlo Pap and 
Bishop L, Ravasz of the Hungarian Reformed Church are busily engaged in pastoral 
care in the present emergency. It is reported that they were opposed to attempts 
of their fellow Hungarians to leave the country, but have said that they do not 
wish to set themselves in judgment on those who decide to become refugees. 


The reported stand of Professor Pap and Bishop Ravasz is in line with the 
statements made by the Bishop in Budapest on November 1st, when he called upon 
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the pastors of the Church to interpret the message of the merciful God with purity 
and daring, but declared that the revolution had two enemies, reaction and anarchy, 
and that nobody thought that a restoration of the system of bygone times could 
be carried into effect. EeP.S., Geneva 


The Dispersal of the Jewish People 


Only one-sixth (one and a half million) of the 12 million Jews in the world 
are now living in Israel. All the rest are scattered throughout nearly all the 
continents. During the last few centuries millions of them have been forced to 
leave the countries in which they had made their homes, especially in Europe, and 
to emigrate to the new world, In 1851 88% of all Jews lived in Europe; today only 
29% are there, Even before the first world war, nearly two and a half million of 
them had emigrated to América; they were followed in 1951 by another 1.7 millions; 
548 to 6 millions were unable to flee from the terror of the Hitler periods they 
were killed or died of exhaustion and illness. 


"A complete readjustment has taken place in the balance of the Jewish popula- 
tion", according to the German Evangelical Press Service (epd), source of these 
statistics. More than half the Jews in the world today live in North or South 
America, Over 5 million live in the USA (over 2 million in New York), 220, 000 
in Canada, 400,000 in Argentina and 100,000 in Brazil. In Europe there are today 
only about three and a half million Jews left, and over two=thirds of them are 
in countries behind the Iron Curtain. Although exact statistics are not available, 
it is believed that there are about 2 million in the Soviet Union, 35,000 in 
Poland (formerly 3 million), 100,000 in Hungary, 18,000 in Czechoslovakia and 
4,000 in Bulgaria. Only 950,000 Jews are left in Western Europe, 450,000 of whom 
live in Great Britain and 250,000 in France. In Germany only 25,000 survived the 
terror of anti-semitism, in Austria 14,000 and in Holland 25,000. 


The greatest menace at the present time is to the Jewish population in the: 
Arab states of Northern Africa. In Morocco there are over 250,000 Jews, 100 ,0 00 
in Tunis, 100,000 in Algeria, and 75,000 in Egypt. There are 100,000 living in- 
the Union of South Africa. The only countries in the Far East which have a con 
siderable number of Jewish citizens are Australia and New Zealand, each of which 
has about 58,000. In the whole of Asia (excluding Tsrael) there are less than 


200, 000. EeP.o«, Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Inter-church Cooperation on Television Programmes 


In Switzerland discussions have been held between the Protestant, Roman 
Catholic and 01d Catholic Churches on "basic problems of cooperation between the 
Christian confessions in planning television programmes". The Protestant and 
Roman Catholic Television Commission of Switzerland, and representatives of the 
Old Catholic Church, approved the "active cooperation of the Churches in tele- 
vision" and confirmed "the necessity for contacts between representatives of the 
three Christian confessions in Switzerland, to carry out tasks arising". The 
three. confessions appointed a study group to discuss their current concerns and 


arrange for further meetings. E.P.o,, Geneva 
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The Student World 


The continued expansion in Latin America of the work of the World's Student 
Christian Federation and its member Student Christian Movements is reflected in 
the latest issue of its quarterly magazine "The Student World", The fourth number 
for 1956, "Latin American Notes", deals with various aspects of the social, poli- 
tical and religious miliexin which Christian work is done among students in the 
universities of Central and South America. Valdo Galland, formerly Federation 
secretary in Latin America, and now WSCF associate general secretary, has written 
an article on "The Strategy of the SCil in the Universities of Latin America", 
and other articles include "The Political Responsibility of Christian Students 
in Latin America", "Evangelism and Ecumenism in Latin America", "Ethical Problems 
of latin American Students", and "Is Latin America Roman Catholic?", One impor-- 
tant oart of Federation work in this area has been a series of leadership train- 
ing courses, and "The Student ‘Jorld Chronicle" contains reports of the Ecumenical 
and University Commissions of the most recent of these, which was held in Cocha- 
bamba, Bolivia. Impressions of this conference are also given by one of the Roman 
Catholic students who participated in it. The book review section includes a 
review article on the first five volumes in the new series, "The Library of 
Philosophy and Theology", E.P.S., Geneva 


New Editions of the Bible 


The Japan Bible Society has announced the completion of the entire Bible in 
Japanese Kogotai Braille in 32 volumes, 24 for the Old Testament and & for the 
New Testament. 


The first Arabic edition of the Acts of the Apostles in illustrated magazine 
format has just been printed in the Lebanon. The Book of Acts is generally readily 
bought by Muslims, and a good reception is expected for this edition. Twenty 
thousand copies of it have been sent to the Bible Lands Agency South, 


The first New Testament to be published by the American Bible Society in an 
Indian language of Mexico, Tzeltal, has recently been issued in New York in an 
edition of 2,000 copies. The first 500 copies arrived in the State of Chiapas early 
in the autumn and a special service of thanksgiving and dedications was organised, 
at which the A.B.S. secretary in Mexico took an active part. - The Tzeltal tribe 
numbers about 45,000, of which about 5,000 are Christians. 


Over 200,000 illustrated copies of the Gospel according to St. Luke in the 
Swahili language have been sent to Hast Africa by the lutheran publishing house 
in Berlin. The cost of printing was covered by donations from church members in - 
Western Germany. The British and Foreign Bible Society Bhaso helped with the publi- 
cation, 


A firm in Derby, England, with the help of technicians from Germany, Switzer- 
land and the Far East, has completed construction of a Tibetan language type~ 
writer, which will enable the Bible to be typed in Tibetan for the first time. 

The typewriter will be used to provide Tibetan missionaries with printed excerpts 
from the Bible, HePeSe, Geneva 


No. 46 = December 14th, 1956 -~ 8 - 245 


En Beles 


A film on.the refugee problem in Hong Kong is being produced by Ray Kinsey, 
who made "Over the Hill", the documentary on the German refugee situation, in 
1955. The Hong Kong-film, like its predecessor, is being produced for the Pritish 
Council of Churches! Department of Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service in co-. 
operation with the World Council of Churches. One in every five of the Hong Kong 


population is a refugee (see EPS Nos. 40 and 45). 
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to help refugees towards normal farm life in Italy. Mr. Murray, who is working 
on the project with his wife, Hope Lange, another film star, served for two and 
a half years in Europe under the programme of the Church of the Brethren as an 
alternative to military service. 
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is retiring. Dr. Carpenter, a former Baptist missionary in the Belgian Congo, has 
been executive secretary of the Africa Committee of the Division of Foreign 
Missions of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA since 1953, 
He will work from New York. 
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On the second day of an intended five day national youth conference held in 
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church would be closed, 
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The scholarship Committee of the World Council of Churches is to make avail- 
able a limited number of scholarships for students in the Graduate School of 
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with the Faculty of Theology of the University of Geneva. Applisants are being 
received at 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, or the Ecumenical Institute. 
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developments in French Protestantism during 1956 is accompanied by a long and 
attractively presented survey of some of the great Christian mass demonstrations 
held in various countries and by reports of Protestantism in many lands. The 
publication is available from the French Reformed Church, 47 rue de Clichy, Paris 
IX. Price 215 French frs. 
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Christian Action Following the Middle Hast Crisis 


(Geneva) - Tre Rev. Russell Stevenson, director for Asia and non-European areas, 
Church World Service, has reported to the World Council of Churches on the develop- 
ment of relief activities in Egypt. The military action taken by Britain and France 
rendered an estimated 3,500 family units homeless in the city of Port Said, accord- 
ing to Mr. Stevenson, who was on his way back to New York after a survey mission. 
During the bombardment, alarm caused many villagers to flee from their mud huts 
between the canal zone and Cairo. The Egyptian Government has registered 125,000 
individual refugees, including these villagers. An attempt is being made to improve 
conditions in the villages before they return. In the case of the homeless in Port 
Said additional accommodation will have to be erected in the parts of the city 

that were devastated by bombardment or subsequent fires. 


Port Said itself has industrial services and transport intact in the main 
commercial centre where the damage has not been so great as in an area of four 
square miles to the West of the town. Mr. Stevenson reported that the Social 
Affairs Department of the Egyptian Government had taken immediate and efficient 
steps, with the Egyptian Red Crescent, to provide temporary housing for refugees 
in school, buildings between Cairo and the Suez Canal zone. Many will be housed 
in tents as a next stage, preparatory t« re-building of their houses or their 
resettlement in villages. Money being raised by voluntary agencies and churches 
will be used immediately to provide canvas for tents, blankets, vitamins, cooking 
oils, canned meats (without pork), cots, recreation equipment and warm clothing. 
The churches in the United States and Sweden will probably be asked to send contri- 
buted goods, such as primus stoves, but Mr. Stevenson emphasised that most supplies 


could be bought in Egypt and that money was needed. 


The churches in Egypt were reported by Mr. Stevenson to be carrying on as 
usual. They are cooperating in a Relief Advisory Council established jointly by 
the Near East Christian Council, the American Friends of the Middle East, the YMCA, 
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the YiWCA, and the Roman Catholic welfare organisations, The Orthodox, Evangelical 
and Coptic churches are on the committee, which is chaired by Dr. Raymond F. Mclain, 
president of the American University at Cairo, 


Through Mr, A, Willard Jones of the Near East Christian Council's committee 
for refugee work, the World Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid and- 
Service to Refugees is in touch with co-ordinated relief carried out by the advis-~ 
ory council. lir. Jones, who is stationed at Jerusalem in Jordan,was present at the 
formation of the council. 


After conference with Mr, Stevenson, the officers of the Service to Refugees 
of the World Council of Churches decided to proceed as usual with their resettle- 
ment programme for Greeks at present in Egyptian cities, especially Alexandria, 
Italian and Jewish groups in Port Said are described as wishing to leave Egypt. 


The World Council of Churches will not send additional personnel to help in 
the Egyptian relief opsration unless asked to do so by the Relief Advisory Council. 


Mr, Chris Christiansen, lutheran World Service Senior representative in the 
Middle East, had earlier reported to the Iutheran World Federation that about half 
the refugees in Egypt are children under ten years of age who do not know where 
their parents are. Dr. George Farah, medical director of the lutheran World Federa- 
tion in Jordan, who accompanied Mr. Christiansen, mentioned requests for sulfa 
drugs, penicillin and other anti-biotics, dry blood plasma, adhesive plasters, 
sutures and instruments for bone surgery. Later reports indicate that the medical 
needs are being met. 


World Council of Churches Issues Appeal 


An appeal from Dr. Leslie E, Cooke, director of the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees of the ‘orld Council of Churches, has asked the member 
churches of the Council to give in money and goods for the relief of the needy in 


Reypt. 


"A ministry exercised by the churches in Egypt at this time could have far 
reaching significance as a ministry of reconciliation", the appeal says. "We are 
asking you to do what you can to helj in alleviating the suffering of the Egypt- 
ian people," 


Declarations and Gifts from the Churches 


Patriarch Cyril and four bishops of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church have pro- 
tested against "the aggression of Britain, France and Israel against Egyptian 
sovereign territory". The declaration of the bishops prays that "respect for the 
United Nations will be strengthened by its intervention in the cause of peace". 


An article in "Zrkoven Westnik", the Church's weekly paper, declares that 
"The Christian Church's mission of peace will always be opposed to arbitrary action 
of any kind." 
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The Hilfswerk of the Evangelical Churches in Germany sent 800 woollen blankets 
through Iutheran World Service for distribution in a refugee camp on the Lake of 
Galilee (Jordan). The German churches also sent a valuable shipment of medicaments 
to the Augusta Victoria Hospital in Jerusalem and to the lutheran Refugee Service 
in Damascus. 
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25,000 Dil have been received by Lutheran World Service in Geneva from German- 
Lutheran funds for the support of clinics in Jordan and Syria. Lutheran Jorld Ser- 
vice operates 12 clinics in Jordan and Syria. Eighty-five per cent of the patients 
are refugees. : 


* % 


The British Council of Churches has appealed for help and contributions through 
the Near East Christian Council. £500 has been promised as a first gift. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM British Council of Churches! Executive Makes Statement 
on iiddle East 


(London) - The Executive Committee of the British Council of Churches has issued 
a statement supporting the British Government "in urging upon the United Nations 
its duty to seek with determination a comprehensive settlement of Middle East 
problems, both humanitarian and political", The Executive expresses its trust that 
Britain will play its part in this task. 


The committee expressed its conviction that "such a settlement must include, 
not only security for agreed frontiers for Israel, and the maintenance of the Suez 
canal as a waterway to be used by all nations without discrimination; but also the 
resolution of the problem of the Arab refugees, and the betterment of the social 
and economic conditions of the people of Egypt". 


Officers of the Council commented that the question of unrestricted use of the 
Suez Canal, which was of most vital interest to Britain, would not be settled in 
isolation, but must be part of a wider settlement of Middle Eastern problems. (See 


also EPS No. 42). E.P.S., Geneva 
TURKEY Attempt to Have Ecumenical Patriarch Expelled 


A motion has recently been introduced into the Turkish Parliament seeking the 
expulsion of the Ecumenical Patriarch from Turkey on the ground that he is more a 
political than a spiritual leader, The Pahnar, seat of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
is near Istanbul. 


Observers report a wave of Turkish nationalism and a tense situation for Greek 
and other minorities arising out of strong Turkish feeling over the Cyprus question. 
They attribute some of the opposition to the Patriarch to the fact that he was for 
many years Archbishop of the Greek Orthodox Church in North and South America, 


The -Rev. Raymond E. Maxwell, secretary for Orthodox Churches in the Division 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the Jorld Council of Churches, has 
just returned from a visit to the Ecumenical Patriarchate. He also conferred with 
the Governor of the City of Istanbul, Prof. Fahreddin K, Gokay, who had received 
the WCC sponsored "Mission of Fellowship! which visited church leaders in Istanbul 
following last year's severe rioting (see EPS No. 36, 1955). Mr. Maxwell expressed 
the appreciation of the World Council of Churches for the Turkish Government's help 
in re-building churches. 2,800,000 Turkish lire (approximately 02680, 000) have 
already been made Bra tinhiss The ® world Council staff member told at governor that 
he hoped stability would be assured for minorities in Turkey and their anxieties 
quieted. 


The Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople is the most ancient and widely 
revered centre of Eastern Orthodoxy. Since 1920, when the Patriarchate issued an 
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encyclical letter calling for the formation of a "league of churches", the Patriar- 
chate has taken a leading part in the Ecumenical movement and has been concerned 


with the representation of Orthodoxy within the WCC, HeP.Se, Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Ministers and Clergy under Arrest 


Christian ministers are among the 145 people recently arrested in South Africa 
under provisions of the Suppression of Communism Act. 


Those arrested include Methodist superintendent minister Douglas Thompson, 
two Anglican priests, the Rev. W.S. Gawe, of Queenstown, and the Rev. J.A. Calata, 
who is in the same diocese, Grahamstown, Others active in Christian circles who 
are being held on remand, with all those arrested, in prison in Johannesburg, are 
Chief Albert Luthuli, president of the African National Congress and a Congrega- 
tionalist, and Prof, Z.K, Mathews, Acting Principal of Fort Hare University College. 


The nature of the charges against the arrested men is expected to be made 


public when they come before the court on December 19. BePede, Geneva 
UNITED STATES National Council Urged to Send Delegation to China 


The General Board of the National Council of the Churches of Christ has been 
asked to arrange for a delegation from the Council to churches in the Chinese 
People's Republic. 


The request was made by the Joint Assembly of the Council's Division of Home 
Missions and Christian Life and Work. It will come before the General Board of the 
National Council at its next meeting on February 27. 


The suggestion followed a speech by Dr. John A. Mackay of Princeton, New 
Jersey, who is president of the International Missionary Council and the World 
Presbyterian Alliance. Dr. Mackay had urged direct consultation with the churches 
in China as a logical follow-up of contacts recently made with Christians in Russia 
and other Eastern European countries by the National Council and various churches. 

-H.P.S.e, Geneva 


INDIA YWCA Runs International Seminar 


An international seminar sponsored by the World YWCA and the YWCA in India was 
held in New Delhi in November and attended by 84 people from 13 countries. Nearly 
all the participants in the meeting came from Asia to inform themselves about the - 
work of UNESCO and educational programmes in Asia. They attempted to relate educat- 
ional problems to the Christian commitment of the YWCA and to gain practical ex- 
perience in international understanding and co-operation. 


The seminar, which coincided with the Week of Prayer and World Fellowship of 
the YMCA/YWCA (see EPS No. 42), was addressed in plenary sessions by experts from 
the United Nations, UNESCO, AFO, the Indian Government and the World YWCA. Work- 
shops were held on citizenship education and educational and sociel problems, 


The seminar was chaired jointly by Mrs. Achamma Matthai, president of the YWCA 
of India and lirs. Ba Maung Chain of Burma, vice-president of the World YWCA, The 
Hon, Isabel Catto, president of the i/orld YWCA, was another leader. 

HeP.Se, Geneva 


- 
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In Brief 
with the aid of funds raised by the Tayments movement in the United States. Plans 
for the change were carried through under the supervision of UN secretary general ‘ 
Dag Hammarskjold. The room was first opened in October 1952 and has since been visit- 
ed by more than 300,000 people, 
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have one of its local church buildings shared with Congregationalists, a second 
with Methodists and a third with Roman Catholics. The first two projects have been 
agreed in principle and conversations on the third are continuing. 


a 


The largest private university in the world, New York University, attended by 
39,000 students, has awarded its bronze lledal of Honour to Pastor Martin Nieméller 
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fugees in the United States. The team is composed of Rev. Arpad Beretz (Evangelical 
and Reformed), Wallingford, Conn.; Rev. Nicholas Sewell (Presbyterian), Groveland, 
N.Y.$; and Rev. Alexander Jurisson (Estonian Orthodox), director of Resettlement, 
National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
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The next issue of EPS will appear on January 9. 
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Weoenetet 


VIETNAM: 


Protestant Youth Invites Delegation of Christian Youth 
Church Membership Passes 100 Million . . ...«.s-ee- 
Message of World Methodist Conference ... ne etl Wiha a 
Disciples-to Explore Merger with United church ee ae 8 
Meoencorcance wWia Univet ei its sl <8 6s ele 0 as 8 6 
eur emo, NUSSP eh alae mglisienne ie ticle 6.6. we ely), eu vel \s 
Iutheran Leader Speaks on Christian Unity ..... « 
Dulles Tells Orthodox Moral Law Is Prevailing .... 
Another Step towards Lutheran Merger... . se 
American Churches Pray for Peace, Justice, Frocdon oe 
Dr. Blake Cables Metropolitan Nikolai ... .. «+. 
Drama Training Programme at Union Theological Sern 
Rastern Orthodox Educators Plan Common Programme . . 
Three Simultaneous Relief Appeals at Thanksgiving .. 
Five Denominational Student Groups Plan Merger .... 
More Church Statements on International Situation .. 
lutheran Statement on Planned Parenthood . . ...«e- 
The United lutheran Church and Desegregation . .... 
Russian Church Replies to Blake ...+.e.«-s« wee 
Protestants Double Missionary Strength in Two Decades 
"New Directions" for Overseas Missions . « »« +» 6 « « 
National Council Urged to Send Delegation to China . 
UN Meditation Room Enlarged and Re-Modelled ..... 
New York University Honours Martin Niemoller ..... 


The Russian Orthodox Church and the World Council .. 
Ural Gatnedrals, Being Restored. < ses 6) evs Ve tw a. 0 58 
First Siens of life from German Mennonites in Russia . 
Film on Visit of National Council Delegation Released 
Another Jewish "Book of Prayer fir Feace" . . «6 « « 
Moscow Patriarch Invites Archbishop of Athens ... « 
Metropolitan Nikolai Pleased with Visit to USA... . 


WCC Fraternal Missionary Dumartheray Reports . . . « « 
YUGOSLAVIA: Greek Orthodox Visit to Church of Yugoslavia ... .» 


Serbian Orthodox Patriarch Receives Honour from Tito , 
lutheran Theological Conference ... «+++. 
Church Delegation to Visit Moscow ....e-+«-eee ce 
Metropolitan Arsenije Transferred to Monastery... - 
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